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Dates
Saturday 11 th September 2-4
Fund Raiser at the Nelson for
Children’s Cancer ward at QMC,
Nottingham
Tuesday 14 September 8pm
Cribbage club at the Nelson
Wednesday 15 September
8.30pm
Folk Jam at the Nelson
Sunday 26 th September
Community Walk – 10am from the
Village Green

Bin Days
Does anyone know any history of this ruin near Rains Lane on
Middleton Moor?

Used batteries for recycling can be
put in a bag on top of the Blue bin.

Keep Middleton and
Wirksworth Together!

Deadline for July Issue: June 17th
Please send items by email to
mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk
or leave at the Nelson

Over the last nine months, the Local Government
Boundaries Commission (LGBC) has consulted residents of
Derbyshire Dales over alterations to District Council wards.
LGBC put out draft proposals for public view and comment,
and District Councillors made their opinions known.
The consultation closed earlier this year, and in its final
proposal, the LGBC removed Middleton by Wirksworth
from the Wirksworth Ward and placed it in the Masson
Ward along with Bonsall, Matlock Bath and Cromford. This
came as a shock because the separation had not been
mooted in the previous documentation. After writing to
James MacLachlan, the Director of Democratic Services
at Derbyshire Dales District Council, we learned that
Boundary Commission had cancelled the proposal due to
mistakes in population numbers and mapping procedures.
A new public consultation exercise is now scheduled
between 31 August and 26 October.
We want Middleton to remain in the Wirksworth Ward and
will be asking for public support in the form of a petition of
residents. Our case is that Middleton by Wirksworth, Bolehill
and Wirksworth were all part of the old Wirksworth Urban

Blue bin/Green bin:
6th /20th September 4th October
Grey bin:
13th /27th September

District Council before District Councils
were formed. Historically a close relationship between
Middleton and Wirksworth has existed; current examples
are Middleton cricket club, Middleton - Wirksworth wrestling
club and the BMW Band. The joint Wirksworth, Middleton
and Steeple Grange remembrance projects, including the
new memorial located on the village green in Middleton, are
examples of these ties.
We want Middleton to remain in the Wirksworth Ward and
will be asking for public support in the form of a petition of
residents. Peter and Dawn will be present at the Farmers
market in September with the petition.
Dawn Greatorex,
Mike Ratcliffe
Peter Slack.

Weather June and July 2021
June - Warm, sunny first half. A cool, cloudy second half.
The first 17 days of June recorded a mean temperature of
16.0c (2.8c above average) but the final 13 days had a mean
temperature of just 12.0c (1.2c below). There was a similar
split in the amount of sunshine, with the first 16 days recording
125.3 hrs but the final 14 days having only 23.6 hrs.
Despite the chilly, dull final two weeks, it was still the
warmest, sunniest, and driest June since 2018, and the 6th
warmest and 7th driest in the last 44 years. The first half of
June was the driest in the previous 44 years and probably
the driest since 1973, with just 3.4 mm of rain recorded

For the first half of the year, the rainfall total stands at 564.0
mm, 113% of average. This is the wettest first six months
since 2016, which recorded 659.9 mm.
Apart from the difference between the first 17 days and the
last 13, it was an uneventful month with no gales, thunder,
or hail. The month was dominated by high pressure, and the
mean wind speed of 8.9 mph was the lowest in June since
2018, which recorded the same value. The highest gust
recorded on the moor was 42 mph on the 11th, the lowest
maximum gust in June since 2010.
Diff’ from, or % of, average

Date

Mean maximum temp

18.9 C

+2.0 C

Mean minimum temp

10.5 C

+1.0 C

Highest maximum

24.1 C

16th

Lowest minimum

6.8 C

22nd

Total Rainfall

31.8 mm

Wettest Day

11.9 mm

Days with rain
Total Sunshine

8
148.9 hrs

Sunniest Day

Days with no sunshine

14.1hrs

37%
11th
105%

3

July - Warm but wet
It was the warmest July since 2018 and the 6th warmest in the
last 44 years. The only warmer ones were in 1983, 1995, 2006,
2013 and 2018.
Despite the warmth, it was also a wet month with two periods
of heavy rain, early and late in the month. It was the second
wettest July on record with just 1.7 mm less rainfall than the
wettest in 2009. The total rainfall for the first seven months of
the year is 707.1 mm, 122% of average, and the wettest first
seven months since 2016, which recorded 721 mm.

8th

After a dull start to the month, with just 35.4 hrs of sunshine
in the first 13 days, a week of sunny weather from the 14th to
the 21st brought the total close to the average for the month.
Thunder was heard on six days, the most in July since 2009,
which also had six days with thunder. Hail fell on the 28th, the
first hail in July since 2014.
Winds were predominantly light, and it was the second
calmest July on record behind 2013. The highest gust
recorded on the moor was 40 mph on the 29th

Diff’ from, or % of, average

Date

Mean maximum temp

21.5 C

+2.4 C

Mean minimum temp

13.0 C

+1.5 C

Highest maximum

28.4 C

17th

Lowest minimum

8.6 C

1st

Total Rainfall

143.1 mm

Wettest Day

31.3 mm

Days with rain
Total Sunshine

16
147.1 hrs

Sunniest Day

Days with no sunshine

13.1hrs
1

176%
30th
95%

14th

Middleton Community Primary – July School News
It has been a complicated and challenging year for us
all, but the children, families, staff and Governors have
been wonderful. Our children are resilient and happy
people who have been through a lot, but they have kept
working hard, trying their best and showed such care
towards each other.
Recently, I looked through my monthly school
newsletters to review our year, and couldn’t quite
believe how many times I had written the words
‘unprecedented’, ‘isolating’ and ‘bubbles!’ I hope next
year that they won’t be my most often used words!
Despite the challenges of this year, we have done some
lovely things in school. Here are just a few photos that
we’d like to share with you –
We were very sad to see our wonderful Year 6 children
leave school after 7 happy years. They have enjoyed a
lovely end to their year wearing their new hoodies, which
were very kindly subsidised by our Friends of Middleton
group. They had a cinema visit to The Northern Lights, a
picnic and a water fight, and a lovely ‘clap out’ from the
whole school and their families. We really will miss them
very much, but we know they will do brilliantly well at
Anthony Gell School.
May I take this opportunity of thanking my fantastic staff.
They have been unbelievable, and really have gone
above and beyond to nurture our school community.
Our families have been so supportive of school, and
our Governors have helped to steer and guide us all
throughout these tricky times. Our children, families,
staff and Governors make such a great team, and I am
thankful for them all.
I very much look forward to September and the start of
what we hope is a very good year ahead.

PJB Projects
Groundwork & Construction

The Fitness Shed
@Middleton

Minidigger & driver, drives,
dropped kerbs, paths, extensions,
garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing &
stonewalling.

Want to improve your health & tness
but hate the gym?

15 years experience.
Fully Qualified & Insured.

For more info, including details of my online
classes, go to www.lifebegins.uk

1to1 tness training in a small, private studio

Personalised, eﬀective and fun!
Call Jill for a no-obligation chat on 07976 158076

Call Phil for a free estimate at a
realistic price.
07977 240223

Philip Reeve
Painter & Decorator
Interior & Exterior
Free Estimate

Paws on Paths
Dog walking services.
Middleton Enhanced CRB. spcially
adapted vehicle.
Tel. Michael Kitching

07856045718

pgrdecoratingservices@gmail.com

07982806741

Sam Kitching
Tree surgery - hedge trimming
- stump removal - hedge
management - tree trimming stump grinding - log sales
Fully Insured
07824 469219

BIRCHOVER RECLAMATION

Missing Element Mortgage Services Ltd

Sandyhill Park, off Porter Lane, Middleton,
DE4 4LR
T: 01629 828352 / 07376 893923
lee@birchoverreclamation.co.uk
www.birchoverreclamation.co.uk

We have been helping people financing their
homes for over 25 years.
Whether you are a First Time Buyer, Home
Mover, need Buy to Let help, Help to Buy,
have past Financial Problems.
Advising on most types of mortgages is
what we do.
Find us on Social Media
@MissingElementMortgages
Or
Call 01773 856 355
Visit www.missingelement.co.uk
Your property may be repossessed if you do
not keep up repayments on your mortgage

Walling Stone (coursed & random)
Architectural Stone • Indian Stone
Reclaimed Yorkshire Flags • Cobbles/Setts
Stone Troughs • Stone Planters
Timber Sleepers • Stone Bird Tables •
Customised Fireplaces • Reclaimed Bricks

The Climate Crisis: An Eco Day

Bin Collections update

World scientists warn us that Climate Change is coming
much faster than expected and that it constitutes an
even more significant threat than Covid 19. We can all
do something to help mitigate its impact, and this is our
response.
An Eco Day is being held in Wirksworth alongside the
Farmers Market on Saturday 2 October from 9.00 am
until 2.30 pm. The aim is to answer the challenge, “What
can I do to help reduce my carbon footprint, ecological
damage and other effects that contribute to global
heating?” The list of topics ranges from small to large:
• Friendly Food - what we can grow for ourselves?
• Ecology - Rewilding, composting.
• Clothes and equipment - How to refurbish and
reuse?
• Recycling – especially those items the Councils do
not take
• Plastic - how can we avoid it?
• Transport - The pros and cons of electric cars.
Walking and cycling
• Energy - Solar Panels, air source and ground source
heating. Switching to green energy.
Come along and find out what works and does not from
ordinary people who have had a go.
Organised by Churches Together and organisations in
Wirksworth & District Environment Hub

As your new District Councillor I fully well understand
that Middleton has encountered numerous problems
over the past months relating to the Serco collections of
the bins. Please be assured that fellow ward councillors
Peter Slack, Mike Ratcliffe and myself have done our
upmost to resolve all these problems and we sincerely
apologise for all the inconvenience this has occurred.
I would now like to give you an update on the current
situation regarding your bin collections:

The Countryside Code
As more and more people are using our beautiful
countryside for their recreation, it’s important to keep it
enjoyable and tidy for everyone.
The old saying ‘take only photos and leave only
footprints’ is a good guide to how to behave outdoors...
and yes...dog poo is one of those things to take home....
as well as drink bottles, tissues and bbq’s.
If you’d like to learn more about how to be a good
steward of the outdoors, you can read more at:
https://www.countrysideonline.co.uk/care-for-thecountryside/countryside-code/ or of course there are
organisations like the Scouts/Guides and DofE.
We’re exceptionally lucky in Middleton to have such
beautiful countryside surrounding us and it’s brilliant to
see people enjoying the spaces. Let’s keep it nice for
everyone to enjoy.

Regarding refunds for missed garden waste collections
- it was approved, at the last full council meeting in
July, that all those that had already committed to the
new garden waste subscription, would only pay £35
for the financial year 2022/2023 - this was by way
of an apology for all the inconvenience caused by
the disruption of the service. New subscribers for
2022/2023 will pay £50.00.
On the 24th August a three month plan, from 31st
August, was posted on the Internet by Derbyshire Dales
district Council, which readers will be able to access via
the address below:
https://www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/
As you will see from the published update, garden waste
collections will be restarted as from week commencing
30th August, however, and disappointingly, for the time
being, the collection of the food caddy is still on hold.
Please do not hesitate to contact Peter Slack, Mike
Ratcliffe, or myself should you have any further problems
in the future regarding bin collections, or for that matter
any other issues.
Kind regards, Dawn Greatorex

Middleton Ladies Group
At last, on 1 July, the Middleton Ladies Group (MLG)
met for a catch up in the Millennium Gardens. We were
fortunate to have a warm evening and enjoyed our
picnics, drinks, and a Swedish themed quiz with the
answers being either Cheese or IKEA. For example, we
now know Västerbotten is a cheese and Hyllfodral is a
drawer-liner! Who knew!! One lucky ‘guesser’ won the
£15 voucher.
Plans for August and September are:
5 August- Cromford Mills for a talk and look around
WeaveKnit with Sarah.
2 September- Mount Cook for a tour and talk with Jane
Proctor.
Members will get the usual email nearer the dates with
information as we’ll need to coordinate transport and
volunteer drivers.

Additionally, there is a tentative plan for another outing,
more next month!
For the foreseeable future, any indoor meetings of the
MLG will be on the first Thursday of each month at 7.45
pm in the Village Hall to ensure safer distancing.
As always, new members are welcome. Visitors
interested in any individual events are also welcome with
a small fee payable.
Contact details:
Pamela Jones - 01629 823920
Christine Gilmour - 01629 822455
(Veronica Weaver for the MLG)

Church News
The Familiar ‘Round’
One of the things that I have really missed over these
last eighteen months has been the opportunity to visit
our schools to conduct assemblies. My colleague and I
provided ‘Zoom Assemblies’ during the lockdowns, but
in truth, it’s just not the same. I missed the interaction
with the children, their eagerness to answer questions,
and probably above all, their willingness to join in with
the singing, which we couldn’t do using zoom.
For our local schools, assemblies, or giving their correct
title, ‘collective worship’ is still a part of what it means to
be a community. It is the one time when all the children
gather, and certainly, for the clergy, it is the chance to
meet with the children to talk with them about the things
of faith, which is still very much a part of the school
curriculum.
Apart from engaging in the stories of Jesus, it is an
opportunity to be a part of their lives, and above all,
to help create that sense of community which is an
indefinable quality but really important in the life of any
school. Fortunately, educationalists have rediscovered
what it means for a child to be a part of a learning

Dry Seasoned Logs
For Sale
Phone or text David on
07900481845

community in recent years. Ofsted has moved away from
box-ticking and has rediscovered how such gatherings
contribute to the character development of each child in
every school in the country.
The provision of physical school assemblies to give it a
correct title, ‘collective worship’ is another indication that
we are gradually getting back to some sense of normal,
having come through the pandemic one way or another.
There have been many changes for us, of course, and
with each new academic year, a new generation of
children is to be found in our schools. I look forward
to celebrating a regular round of events and festivals
that make up our year. It won’t be long before Harvest
Thanksgiving, for instance, and then Christmas!
Last year they were very much shaped by the pandemic,
but this year we hope to celebrate them confident that
COVID will have at least been kept at an acceptable
level. Please do look out for details of services and
events both at church and in school.
With my prayers good wishes
Canon David Truby

Bulk bag of hard wood : £70.00
Bulk bag of mixed wood : £60.00
Net of hard wood : £4.00
Net of mixed wood : £2.50
Feed bag of mixed wood : £3.50
Net of sticks : £2.50

Derbyshire Dales Council
tackles climate change
Derbyshire Dales District Council is working towards
its commitment to tackling climate change. With less
than 100 days until the UK hosts the 26th UN Climate
Change Conference of the Parties (COP26) in Glasgow
the District Council has shared ten actions it is taking to
tackle climate change.
These include actions to reduce its own emissions and
those to support emissions reductions in the district area.
1. In partnership with Freedom Leisure, work will
start in the coming weeks to remove gas boilers,
install air source heat pumps and solar PV panels
at Ashbourne Leisure Centre. When the work
is complete in February 2022 emissions will be
reduced by 56%.
2. The council is beginning a programme of works to
improve energy efficiency, remove gas boilers and
reduce carbon emissions at Matlock Town Hall, the
Agricultural Business Centre in Bakewell and the
council’s depot in Darley Dale.
3. A fleet review is underway to determine the most
cost effective way of making Council vehicles low
emission by 2030.
4. Eighteen senior council leaders will be attending
‘carbon literacy’ training in October so that they
can achieve the behavioural change necessary
to address the scale and urgency of the climate
emergency and meet the carbon neutral target.
5. Work will begin soon to install energy efficiency
measures such as external wall insulation and solar
PV panels in a further 89 properties across the
district to tackle fuel poverty and reduce carbon
emissions.
6. The council is applying for nearly £1 million of
additional funding to expand its housing fuel poverty

Tickets on sale for 2021
Illuminations
Tickets are on sale for Matlock Bath Illuminations, which
returns for an eight-week season every weekend from 11
September after last year’s event was cancelled due to
the pandemic.
Organised by Derbyshire Dales District Council, the
123rd Illuminations will run until Halloween, Sunday 31
October, with the Derwent Gardens and Lovers’ Walks
bedecked with colourful lights throughout the season.
Online bookings are available at www.derbyshiredales.
gov.uk/illuminations -and the entry charges recognise the
different levels of entertainment provided on each night.
Tickets for 2021 are £6.50 on Firework Saturdays (£5.50
concessions) and £5.50 on Non-Firework Saturdays
and Sundays (£4.50 concessions) if bought online

7.

8.

9.
10.

programme helping improve the energy efficiency
and reduce the carbon footprint of the worst
performing homes across the district.
In partnership with other neighbouring local
authorities a programme of work will begin in
September to strengthen the council’s approach to
enforcing minimum energy efficiency standards in
privately rented properties.
The Council is offering a free public ‘Electric Vehicle’
webinar in September to help residents understand
the shift to lower emission vehicles – register at www.
derbyshiredales.gov.uk/goelectric
Local taxi drivers have been offered the opportunity
to test drive electric vehicles suitable for their needs
through a locally held course in September.
Feasibility work and funding applications are
ongoing to expand the number of electric vehicle
charge points in council car parks with new
installations planned in 2022.

The Council resolved unanimously at its meeting on
30 May 2019 declare a Climate Emergency, make
Derbyshire Dales District Council carbon neutral by
2030, call on the UK Government to provide the powers
and resources to make the 2030 target possible and
work with partners across the county and region to
deliver this new goal through all relevant strategies
More information about the Council’s commitment to
climate change can be found on their website www.
derbyshiredales.gov.uk/climatechange
Free parking for the month of September
Derbyshire Dales District Council is reminding people
that parking will be free after 2pm throughout the month
of September in the car parks it operates in Ashbourne,
Bakewell, Matlock, Matlock Bath and Wirksworth.

in advance - apart from the final
Sunday (31 October) when Saturday
prices apply. Accompanied under
16s continue to be free, with
concessions available for OAPs.
(On the night prices (card payments only) are £1.50
more expensive than buying online. Advance sales
give the District Council improved monitoring of likely
crowds and give it the option to designate certain nights
“all ticket” if necessary. On-the-night tickets are not
guaranteed and will not be available if the event sells
out in advance. A Park and Ride service will operate
from 5pm on fireworks nights from Cromford Meadows
to Matlock Bath Pavilion and more information about
the event is available at www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/
illuminationsFAQs)

Parish Councillors
Cllr Peter Slack (Chair)

01629 823359

Cllr Glynis Spencer (Vice Chair)
Cllr Dawn Greatorex

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr Dawn Greatorex (chair)
Cllr Peter Slack
Cllr Olwen Wilson
Cllr Glynis Spencer
Parish Clerk: John Rowe
ǤǦ ǤǤ

Tel
01629 356 661
01629 823 359
01629 822701
07717 137526

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
irene.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

Cllr David Morris
Cllr Derek Renshaw
Parish Clerk: John Rowe

07717 137526

MP for Derbyshire Dales

RT. HON. PATRICK McLOUGH
Member of Parliament
You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A
patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliam
Regular advice bureaux
Call for details 0207 2193511
Working for Derbyshire Dal

823023
823023
823359

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

823023

www.middletonbywirskworth-pc.gov.uk

Village Hall
For bookings contact Jane
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk

District Councillors

Post Office Opening Times
At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364

825154

01629 823276

07817 778630

07838312714

Monday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-12pm

Mike Ratcliffe
47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

01629 823 023

Parish Council Meetings
Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.30pm on the second Monday of each month (except
August) in the Committee Room of the Village Hall. Members of the public are welcome to
attend meetings and to raise concerns or make representations to the Council during the
Public Participation section of the meeting.

Peter Slack
31 Chapel Lane, Middleton

01629 823 359

Dawn Greatorex

Dawn.Greatorex@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

County Councillors
07794 327817

Village Hall

07580 457 426
Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk
PCSO 4413 Sue Lester suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk
Village Pump Editors
Lucy Peacock
John Sedgwick
Rob Rawlinson

Gas Safe Registered - 551336
820831
822601
824655

Free Range Eggs
Free Range Eggs
Paws on Paths
£2.60/dozen
Can
deliver
in
the village
Free range eggs £2.40 per
Dog walking
services
dozen. Can deliver
in the
Tel.
Sam Kitching
07824469219
Middleton
Enhanced CRB,
village.

Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219

Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped ke

extensions, garages & conservato

landscaping, fencing & stonewa
15 years experience.
Fully Qualified and Insured.

Call Phil for a free estimate at a realis

Post Office Opening Times

At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364
Monday 2pm-4:50pm
Wednesday 2pm-4:50pm
Thursday 9am-11:50pm

Parish Council Meetings

Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.30pm on the second Monday
of each month (except August) in the Committee Room of the
Village Hall. Members of the public are welcome to attend
meetings and to raise concerns or make representations to the
Council during the Public Participation section of the meeting.

Police

Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
PCSO Kirsty Hunt: Kirsty.Hunt@derbyshire.police.uk

Village Pump Editors
Please send items by email to
mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk or
leave at the Nelson

We Do It All

M J Petts
Plumbing & Heat

Installation – Serv
Repair

07580 457426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.u
Gas Safe Registered - 55

Ellen Foster ATCL Music L

Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass
Piano / keyboard.

Installers of cavityInstallers
wall and
loft
insulation
of cavity
wall
and
loft insulation;
loft ladders
also loft ladders
and also
boarding

Cod
Trout Haddock
Crab
Plaice
Lobster
Salmon Cockles Prawns Whelks

07977 240223

specially adapted vehicle
Tel. Michael Kitching
07982806741

Finest Grimsby Fish
Suppliers of all Seafood

For bookings e: middletonvh20@gmail.com or p:07434649572
Village Hall Website: www.middletonvh.org.uk

Lucy Peacock 820831
John Sedgwick 822601
Rob Rawlinson 824655
anna@bluntcrayon.com

M J Petts
Plumbing & Heating
Installation - Service - Repair

Police

peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

Dermot Murphy, 39
Stanton Road, Ashbourne DE6 1SH,
dermot.murphy@derbyshire.gov.uk

PJB Projects

Groundwork and Construction

and boarding

01629 824595
01629 824595
07802 845223
07802
845223
www.dsinsulations.co.uk

Delivering in your area every Thursday
Call Lee on 07984624544
www.dsinsulations.co.uk
Email leecockerill@outlook.com

Enhanced DBS. All ages wel
beginners or improvers
Competitive rates and disco
bundles available.

Tel: 07855812753 or
email ellenfostermusic@gm

Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons
Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar, Piano / Keyboard.
Enhanced DBS.
All ages welcome, beginners or improvers.
Competitive rates and discounted bundles available.
Tel. 07855812753 or
Email: ellenfostermusic@gmail.com

