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Rock Fall on the Railway
Many of you will know that a rock fall occurred in February on one of the cutting sides by the Steeple Grange Light
Railway, just above Porter Lane Bridge. We have to report such matters to the Railway Inspectorate, who unsurprisingly instructed us not to run any public trains past the area until it had been professionally inspected and made safe,
and also wanted us to stop members of the public walking past. We have now had some work done by geotechnical engineers, not just in this area but in other places along the cuttings too. More is to follow, which ultimately will
include a steel mesh being secured to the face from which the rocks fell, to contain any future movements.
This is a very expensive procedure, and we are hoping we will be able to access a grant to fund most of it; nevertheless we would welcome contributions from other sources. If any “Village Pump” readers would like to help us out, it
would be much appreciated. Anyone giving £125.00 or more, either in a single payment or as a standing order over
a period of time, will gain life membership of the Steeple Grange Light Railway Society, with free travel on the trains
when they restart.
The bank account for donations is Steeple Grange Light Railway Co Ltd, Royal Bank of Scotland, sort code 16-25-21,
account no. 12380182. Thank you. Tim Jeffcoat, S.G.L.R. Society Secretary, email raretrack@steeplegrange.co.uk

Bin Days
Blue bin/Green bin/Food Caddy:
12th/26th July
Grey bin/Food Caddy:
5th/19th July, 2nd August
From April 2021 there has been a
charge for Green Bin collections.
The cost is £50 per year per bin.
The crews will try to take recycling
side waste where possible - please
check how to present excess recycling at www.derbyshiredales.gov.
uk/excessrecycling
Used batteries for recycling can be
put in a bag on top of the Blue bin.

Deadline for next issue: Thursday 19th August.
Please send items by email to mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk or leave at the Nelson

Weather May 2021
Cool, cloudy, and wet
May 2021 was the coldest since 1996 and the 7th coldest
in the last 45 years. The minimum temperature of -0.1c
on the 6th gave the first air frost in May since 2012 when
-0.4c was recorded on the 5th.
It was the wettest May on a composite local record back
to 1870, although May 1967 was almost as wet, and was
all the more remarkable in that it follows the driest May
on record last year. 32.9 mm of rain on the 8th was the
wettest day in May since 2007 when 37.1 mm fell on the
13th.
Sunshine was well below average. It was the dullest May
since a continuous record of sunshine began in 2000,
and probably since May 1996, which was a very cloudy
and cold month.
Sleet or wet snow fell on 3 days, the most in May since
2013 which also recorded 3 days, and there were 7 days
with hail recorded, equalling the record for May set in
1979.
No gales were recorded, although average speed was
close to gale force at times on the 3rd and 4th with gusts

Sam Kitching
Tree surgery - hedge trimming
hedge management - tree trimming
stump removal
stump grinding - log sales
Fully Insured
07824 46921

of 53 mph and 59 mph respectively recorded on the
moor.
The spring of 2021 (March to May) was the coldest since
2013 and the dullest since 2015. It was also the first
spring in 58 years of local weather recording when the
warmest day occurred in March with 20.6c recorded on
March 31st being 0.4c higher than the warmest day in
May.
Dave Evans
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Parish Council News
Roll of Honour – Nominations Invited
The Parish Council will be deciding the 2021 Roll of
Honour Award at its meeting on Monday 13th September 2021. We are inviting nominations from residents
for people who have made a significant contribution to
village life.
Please email clerk@middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk
or post your nominations to: Parish Clerk: John Rowe 1
Devonshire Villas, Upperwood Road, Matlock Bath, Derbyshire DE4 3PD.
to arrive no later than 9am on Monday 6th September
2021.
Nominations must include the name of the person you
are nominating and why you feel they should be awarded the 2021 Roll of Honour. You should also include your
name, address, telephone number and email address.
Casual Vacancies on the Parish Council
The Parish Council currently has three casual vacancies,

and nominations are invited from individuals interested
in being co-opted to the Parish Council.
If you’d like to discuss what the role entails, please contact the Parish Clerk on 07717 137 526. Co-option will be
by short interview at the next available meeting of the
Parish Council, these are held at 6.45pm on the second
Monday of the month.
If you wish to apply simply send your nomination, to include your name, address, and contact details to clerk@
middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk or post to John Rowe,
c/o 1 Devonshire Villas, Upperwood Road, Matlock Bath,
Matlock DE4 3PD.”

Play Equipment Grant Bid Success
Working in conjunction with Derbyshire Dales District
Council, the Parish Council has been successful in a bid
for £21,274 to the Tarmac Landfill Communities Fund to
help fund a “Nucleus” play activity centre, which includes
sliding, spinning, swivelling, and climbing.

Missing Element Mortgage Services Ltd

We have been helping people financing their homes for over
25 years.
Whether you are a First Time Buyer, Home Mover, need Buy
to Let help, Help to Buy, have past Financial Problems.
Advising on most types of mortgages is what we do.
Find us on Social Media
@MissingElementMortgages
Or Call 01773 856 355
Visit www.missingelement.co.uk
Your property may be repossessed if you do not keep up
repayments on your mortgage

01629 823276 07817 778630

For Sale

Dry Seasoned Logs

Bulk bag of hard wood : £70.00
Bulk bag of mixed wood : £60.00
Net of hard wood : £4.00
Net of mixed wood : £2.50
Feed bag of mixed wood : £3.50
Net of sticks : £2.50
Phone or text David on
07900481845

Staycations - Why travel?
Take me to the moon
Stars and far beyond
Or just leave me here in Middleton
There’s always something on

Take me down to Venice
A romantic Gondolier
But there’s rowing boats on’t Derwent!
And the chips shops pretty near

Take me to Wordsworth’s heaven
Daffodils ‘round Grasmere
Why wonder lonely as a cloud?
We’ve got loads of Daffs round here!

Take me to the seaside
It’s pleasures to delight
Or Matlock Bath will do for me
It’s really just as…. bad

Take me to the ocean
Take me to the sea
But Carsington is pretty close
And it’s wet enough for me

Take me to the Sahara
A hostile barren waste
Or try a limestone quarry
They’re all about the place

Take me to the Himalayas
Mountains for to see
But Kinder Scout will do the job
And I’ll be home for tea

Take me to the barbers
Trim my curly locks
Or let it grow and grow
Till I tuck it in my socks

Take me skiing in the Alps
Cable-cars take the strain
But apart from cold and skis… and snow
Matlock Bath has much the same

And finally…
Take me over the sea to Ireland
It’s famous West coast craic
My family says its fine by them
Just please don’t bring me back

Take me to the Taj Mahal
World Heritage indeed!
But we’ve got one in Cromford
So, I just can’t see the need

Rob Stamper

Burning Rubber
Jackson’s Ley resident Adam Hadfield recently competed
in the British Indoor Karting Championships 2020, hosted
by Teamsport. Participating in the 80kg+ adult class he
progressed through qualification and local finals at Teamsport’s Sheffield karting venue late last year.
Following a Covid-delay, regional finals were eventually
arranged in May, venue; Stockton-on-tees. A stern test
followed with only 4 drivers progressing to the national
final. Adam slipped through with a fine overtake in the
final race of the day to earn his place.
Saturday 5th June, 100+ drivers descended on Warrington Teamsport for the national finals. Warrington is
one of the longest and oldest indoor circuits in the UK,
fast and very grippy it would be physically draining over
multiple, intense races. In his division Adam would face
off with 26 other talented drivers for a plethora of prizes
and a national title.
Heats: Early races went well, Adam displaying an ability
to make decisive, clean overtakes. An underpowered kart
halted his progress for a clean sweep of podiums, but he
had done enough by this stage to make the semi-finals.
Semi-final: From second on the grid Adam profited from

an advantageous starting position to take the lead and
never looked back, leading every lap as well as setting a
pole position worthy time for the grand final.
Grand-final: The lead was exchanged multiple times
in the opening laps as Adam and Sheffield compatriot
George Boothby locked horns. An opportunistic move
saw Adam lead briefly before George made a surprise
riposte to snatch it back. The race settled into a five-kart
train for the win but entering the final laps Adam took
a gamble with a sudden dive to claim the title. A moment’s side-by-side action and Adam was seen off, dropping to 3rd in the process and grimly hanging on as more
drivers wilfully tried to force their way past. Though he
was able to consolidate 3rd place, Adam was unable to
challenge the top two again as the chequered flag was
unfurled two laps later.
Post race Adam sprayed champagne from the bottom
step of the podium and stated in the live-stream interview, “You’ve got to go for the win, it nearly cost me”,
“well done to these two”.
The BIKC 2021 qualifying rounds begin this month and
Adam encourages anyone with a motorsports interest to
check out Teamsport karting and take part.

Church News
‘Lift up your hearts ‘
If you have ever been to a communion service in church,
then you would have heard the priest say these words
at the very beginning of the Eucharistic prayer which is
at the very heart of our self-understanding as Christians.
The priest says to the people ‘lift up your hearts’ and
everyone responds, ‘we lift them to the Lord’.
As we begin to move out of lockdown in the hope that
we will not be impacted by a third wave of coronavirus then we must think about how life will be for us. I
met someone in the supermarket the other day and in
conversation she said it still feels very strange. We have
moved on from the fear of being infected to a sort of
midway point in which things aren’t as they were but at
least the immediate concern has been lifted.
I have heard this mood described as a sort of ‘flat spot’
in which people are still struggling to come to terms with
the new reality of living with COVID-19 on a seasonal
basis just as we have had to learn to live with influenza.
We need to ‘lift up’ our hearts and drag ourselves out of
the doldrums and begin to re-discover what it means to
live in community together.

in church. We need to re discover what it means to live in
company with each other.
My hope is that during the summer we will have decent
weather which will enable us to get outside and do ‘stuff’
that we used to pre COVID-19. Let’s think about that
wonderful round of rural events which provides markers
throughout the year and bring our communities together
to simply rejoice in being in each other’s company.
For me this is as much important as any other aspect
of church life, because our mental and spiritual health
are inextricably linked, and we need both to be in good
shape!
I hope that I will see you around! With prayers and good
wishes
Canon David Truby

We are creatures with a social life wired into us. We need
people’s company, and not just that of our immediate
family, but people around us who we see on the street or
meet in the pub or bump into in the shop or sit alongside

Mount Cook News
Just to let you know we are offering activity days on
the 12th and 13th of August – low ropes and rooftop
zipwire on offer, bookable on the website:
https://www.mountcook.uk/courses-events
Jane Proctor

We’re hiring!
Experienced Chef needed.
If you want to make a difference to people’s lives
through direct experience with the outdoors come and
join our friendly team at the Mount Cook Adventure
Centre, Middleton-by-Wirksworth.
Please send your CV to explore@mountcook.uk if you
are interested.

School News
Spelling Bee – As I mentioned in our previous edition the
children all took part in our recent Spelling Bee. They
worked so hard, learning some very tricky spellings! In
the final were – Erin Y6, Lauren Y5, Zofia Y4, Amelia Y3,
Tessa Y2, Millie Y1, Jack in Reception, with the overall
2021 Champion being Erin Y6. A huge well done to everyone – all the children did so well!

Miss Madeley and Mrs Gooding our English Subject
Leaders have not only organised our new Spelling Bee
annual competition, but have also organised a creative
writing week in school, inspired by the theme of ‘Into the
Woods’. We’d like to share some of the stories the children wrote. It was tricky to pick only 4 stories to share

with you, as we have lots of fantastic writers, well done
children!
So please sit back, maybe have a cuppa ……. and enjoy
these lovely stories!

The Protector of the Great Oak Tree
When it all began, Middleton was just a peaceful forest
with living creatures of all different shapes and sizes. A
Great Oak lay motionless in the middle of the forest, it
was a wonderful sight. The hawthorn flowers hung on
vines from above, the ivy spread vigorously underfoot
and the branches of the tree swayed with the wind. A
dragon came to inhabit the tree and stayed there for
many years after, protecting it from enemies and helping
it stay safe.

As for the dragon, he slept peacefully in the undergrowth
for the rest of time.

One fateful day in the woodland, a woodcutter came
with an axe and a blueprint; he was planning to clear the
forest to make room for more houses. After hours of
cutting and chopping, he had made a great gash in the
oak tree, satisfied with his work, he lay down and started
to eat his lunch. Meanwhile, the dragon had noticed
the great gash and started to climb down the trunk of
the tree. When he was half way down the woodcutter
noticed the dragon and paused.

By Eva – Y6

The sound of silence echoed throughout the woodland
as the woodcutter stared into the mythical creature’s
eyes and their vibrant yellow glow made him realise
what he had done. He stared at his axe then at the
gouge he had made in the tree, he picked up the axe, he
picked up the blueprint and walked out of the woodland.

So that is the story of the woodland down near Middleton School. The children of Middleton are very proud to
have the privilege of the woodland and are very proud
to be able to use it for forest school. The Great Oak still
stands tall. And the dragon still sleeps peacefully in the
roots of that Great Oak tree.

Into the Woods
One cold day, a twelve year old boy with brown hair
asked his Dad if he could play football in the park with
his friend.
“Of course you can Bob, but don’t go into the woods!”
warned Dad.

Bob said to himself “Who killed those wolves?” Then he
heard a rustle in the bushes. It was his Uncle Dave.
“You saved my life!” cried Bob.
“Well why are you in here?” asked Uncle Dave.

“Why can’t I go into the woods?” Spluttered Bob.

“My friend kicked my ball in here!” exclaimed Bob.

“Because there are hungry wolves in there,” explained
Dad!

“Well, let’s take you home.” Said Uncle Dave.

While Bob and his friend were playing football, Bob’s
friend John kicked the ball into the forest …
Bob shouted at his friend “I am not allowed in there!
“Why?” asked John
“My Dad said!” replied Bob.
John just laughed.
“I am going to get my ball!” exclaimed Bob.
Bob stomped nearer the forest. As he got nearer and
nearer he got more scared, then he nervously opened
the gate…
He was in the forest, he grabbed the ball then the gates
slammed shut. He ran towards the gate and tried to
open it, it would not open. Bob turned around, he was
scared. There were curved trees, chopped branches and
a skeleton!
“Ahh!” screamed Bob. A skeleton right in front of him. It
smelt like rotten flesh. Then Bob heard wolves howling,
he screamed again, “Ahhh!”
Bob was horrified! Suddenly he saw terrifying furry
wolves with pointy teeth. He whispered to himself,
“Don’t wake them!” The wolves were snoring louder
than an asteroid hitting to Earth! Then Bob turned round
to run but he tripped over a log and fell with a bang! The
wolves opened their red devils eyes…
The wolves stood up, and stared right at Bob. Bob was
so terrified he shut his eyes tight and screamed! But
then Bob heard four bangs. Bob opened one eye, and
then the other! Bob was gobsmacked! Bob stood up and
four dead wolves were lying in front of him. Bob looked
around and could not see anyone.

“But, my Dad will be cross because he said I was not allowed in here,” squeaked Bob!
“Well, would you rather live?” asked Uncle Bob.
“Live!” squeaked Bob!
“Let’s go then!” said Uncle Dave!
Bob and Uncle Dave were now out the forest. Bob was
relieved to see the sunlight again. Bob saw his Mum and
Dad, they were relieved to see Bob again.
“Where have you been? You have been gone for a couple
of hours!” cried his Mum.
“Well, well, well, your son has been in the forest and has
almost got himself killed!” said Uncle Dave.
“By what?” asked Dad,
“You don’t want to know!” replied Dave.
“Room NOW!” shouted Dad.
Bob quickly ran upstairs to bed.
The following day Bob asked his Mum if he could go to
the park. His mum warned him
“One last chance Bob, but do not disobey us again!”
“Thanks” shouted Bob as he ran through the door.
Bob said to John, “Can I have the ball?” Bob kicked the
ball as hard as he could. It went zooming over the fence
into the woods…
By Skyla - Y4

Into the Woods
As Red Riding Hood entered the frightful woods, she
could hear spooky trees with faces rustling and she
heard the wolf’s footsteps in the forest. She could feel
black, slimy rocks. The she smelt the wolf’s musty fur.
She could see the wolf’s fur on the black ground. She
heard the wolf’s terrible howl. She saw the spooky shad-

ows of leaves and some twigs moved like wind. A tiny
pebble glimmered like a jewel. I better get to Grandma’s!
Thought Red Riding Hood.
By Raphael - Y1

Photo: GoWirksworth.com

The Wishing Woods
During the long hot summer holidays, Noah and Bob
were playing a board game. Suddenly, the phone rang.
Noah’s mum called and said, “I’m coming home early.”
So Noah sprinted quickly upstairs and packed his bags.
After a while, Noah asked Bob if they could have one
more adventure in Bob’s uncle’s van. Bob’s uncle had
passed away and left him the van. This was no ordinary
van. It had a magical button on the steering wheel. Noah
and Bob got in the van and went off to another place.
When they landed, they heard a rustling in a bush and a
creature jumped out!
“Are you a wish gobbler?” the creature asked.
“No! We are not wish gobblers,” said Bob. “Anyway, what
is a wish gobbler?”
After a second the figure spoke, “You are in a Wishing
Wood and I am Ash a wood sprite. I’m a gardener in

training and sometimes I protect the wishes from wish
gobblers.”
Suddenly, a wish floated down and went below Ash’s hat
and it turned different colours. Then Noah saw a blue
thing. Ash said it was a wish gobbler and it was chasing a
wish. After a second it bit the wish and it floated down.
“Quickly make a wish,” said Ash to Bob. The wish turned
silver.
“What did you wish for?” asked Noah.
“I wished to go to the café every day for a never-ending
supply of cake,” said Bob.
“I can reprogram my ‘back and forth’ watch to go to the
café,” replied Ash.
Noah and Bob drove home in the van excitedly and used
the watch to travel to the café every day for cake.
By Noah - Y2

Photo Gallery

Clockwise from top left: The phone box at Rise
End; Bee orchids on the moor; the ruin at the
top of Water Lane. Photos: Rob Rawlinson,
John Sedgwick

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr Peter Slack (Chair)
Cllr Glynis Spencer (Vice Chair)
Cllr Dawn Greatorex
Cllr David Morris
Cllr Derek Renshaw
Parish Clerk: John Rowe
clerk@middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk
www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk

Tel
01629 823 359

07717 137526

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Dawn Greatorex
dawn.greatorex@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

07838312714
823023
823359

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Dermot Murphy
Village Hall
For bookings contact phone: 07434649572
email: middletonvh20@gmail.com
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk
PJB Projects

Post Office Opening Times

Groundwork and Construction

At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364
Monday 2pm-4.50pm
Wednesday 2pm-4.50pm
Thursday 9am-11.50pm

Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths,
extensions, garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing & stonewalling
15 years experience.

Parish Council Meetings
Ordinary meetings are held at 6.45pm on the second Monday of each month (except
August). Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings which are currently being
held remotely. Please contact for joining instructions. Representations can be made or
concerns raised during the Public Participation section of the meeting.

Police
Local PCSO: Kirsty.Hunt@derbyshire.police.uk or phone 101
Village Pump Editors
Lucy Peacock
John Sedgwick
Rob Rawlinson
Anna Clark

820831
822601
824655

Free Range Eggs

Paws on Paths

Free range eggs £2.60 per
dozen. Can deliver in the
village.

Dog walking services
Middleton Enhanced CRB,
specially adapted vehicle
Tel. Michael Kitching
07982806741

Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219

Fully Qualified and Insured.
Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price
07977 240223

M J Petts
Plumbing & Heating
Installation – Service –
Repair
07580 457426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk
Gas Safe Registered - 551336

Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons
Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar,
Piano / keyboard.

Liam Delaney
Dry Stone Walling
Free estimates
Lifetime guarantee on all works
Tel: 07872 490521
Email: lddrystonewalling@gmail.com
Web: liamdelaneydrystonewalling.co.uk

Installers of cavity wall and
loft insulation; also loft ladders
and boarding
01629 824595
07802 845223
www.dsinsulations.co.uk

Enhanced DBS. All ages welcome, beginners
or improvers.
Competitive rates and discounted bundles
available. Online lessons available

Tel: 07855812753 or
email ellenfostermusic@gmail.com

