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Bin Days
Blue bin/Green bin:
6th / 19th April / 4th May
Grey bin/Food Caddy:
12th / 26th April
From April 2021 there will be a
charge for Green Bin collections.The
cost is £50 per year per bin.
An artist’s impression of the new bridge.

New Bridge over the Via Gellia
Before the coronavirus lockdown the Fountain Tea Rooms in Bonsall had
become very popular with folk from Middleton. Sometimes calling there for
breakfast, for morning coffee and cake (in my opinion the best in the area)
or for afternoon tea. To make this more accessible for people from Middleton
the authority is planning to build a footbridge from the top of Groaning Tor,
across the Via Gellia to the top of Black Tor to arrive in Bonsall close to the tea
rooms. It’s thought that the bridge could help the Tea Rooms get their custom
back to normal more quickly.

The crews will try to take recycling
side waste where possible - please
check how to present excess
recycling at www.derbyshiredales.
gov.uk/excessrecycling
Used batteries for recycling can be
put in a bag on top of the Blue bin.

Coronavirus Roadmap

Middleton Litter-pickers

April sees the next stage of the planned way out of lockdown.
This is what we hope will happen:

The village litter-picking group have been active for some
years, tidying up the approach roads to the village, as and
when needed. We don’t have a regular day or time, as it’s
a weather-dependent activity, and for that reason we don’t
arrange a meeting too far in advance either. We’re aware that
there may be villagers that we’re not yet in contact with who
may be keen to join us, particularly if new to the village, or
have more time to spare. We know that some of you already
pick up litter on your walks in the area, and prefer to do this
independently, but if you’d like to be part of the group you
would be very welcome. All equipment is provided - hi-viz
jackets, litter-pickers, rubbish bags and hoops - and we’re
well-supported by DDDC, who provide the bags and collect
the rubbish, usually within 2 days of us notifying them. At the
moment, we’re following Government guidelines, and only
going out in pairs. As lockdown rules ease, we’re hoping
to be able, eventually, to organise larger groups. If anyone
would like to be added to our emailing list, please contact us
via the following: middletonlitterpickers@groups.outlook.com
- Olwyn Bailey

Stage two (no earlier than 12 April):
• All shops allowed to open, along with close-contact
services, including hairdressers and beauty salons
(including in people’s homes)
• Restaurants and pubs allowed to serve food and alcohol
to customers sitting outdoors
• Gyms, climbing walls and spas can reopen, as can
zoos, theme parks, libraries and community centres
• Members of the same household can take a holiday in
the UK in self-contained accommodation
• Weddings attended by up to 15 people can take place
From this editor’s point of view here’s hoping that both village
pubs will be opening for outdoors consumption on 12 April.
- Rob Rawlinson

Weather: February 2021: Cold first half, mild second half
The second half of the month was 6.3c warmer than the
first half, one of the largest differences in temperature on
record between the two halves of one month. Overall, it
was the coldest February only since 2018 but during the
cold spell in the first two weeks there were 6 days when the
temperature failed to reach 0c, the most in February since
1996.

The winter of 2020/21 ( December to February ) was
the coldest since 2017/18.It was the wettest winter since
1994/95 and the 4th wettest on record. By mid-February
it looked likely to become the wettest winter on record but
mainly dry weather during the second half of the month
meant the rainfall total for winter ended 8.5 mm short of the
1989/90 record.

It was the dullest and foggiest February since 2017, and it
was also wetter than average with the heaviest falls of rain
coming in the first week.

There were frequent small snowfalls, but the greatest depth
was only 6.5cm on January 23rd. Gales were much less
frequent than normal with only one recorded, the least since
2009/10 which also recorded the same number.
Diff’ from, or % of, average

Mean maximum temp

6.2 C

+1.2 C

Mean minimum temp

1.0 C

+1.3 C

Date

Highest maximum

13.1 C

24th

Lowest minimum

-5.2 C

13th

Total Rainfall

92.2 mm

Wettest Day

17.9 mm

Days with rain

19

Total Sunshine

59.5 hrs

Sunniest Day
Days with no sunshine

8.4 hrs

72%
2nd

87%
28th

7

CORRECTION – Photo Corner
The caption to my photograph of a chimney near Snake
Mine incorrectly referred to it as Snake Mine. Because it
is quite close I thought it was connected with the mine,
but I was wrong. The chimney was actually part of the
power plant for an old sawmill owned by the Derbyshire
Stone Company who quarried Hoptonwood stone. This,
of course, is also of great historical importance to the
village, more so than the mine next to it.
Although the sawmill is said to be owned by Derbyshire
Stone Ltd it is likely that it was built in the 1870s by
the Hoptonwood Stone Firms which was taken over by
Derbyshire Stone and later taken over by Tarmac.
The sawmill is located next to a branch line of the
Cromford and High Peak Railway (CHPR), convenient

for transporting the stone after it has been sawn into
manageable pieces. The tank of the old engine used for
hauling the trucks up this branch line is still visible next
to the CHPR.
This picture shows the inside of the sawmill as it is today.
- Rob Rawlinson

Live Music Returns to the Peak
After over a year of cultural starvation, the Peak Music
Society is back to feed your soul with a stimulating series
of classical concerts. We kick off on 19 May 2021 with
that amazing baroque group Red Priest, followed by
pianist Tim Horton on 10 June and complete the summer
with the stunning Brodsky Quartet on 29 June. At just
£45 for all three concerts, take up of seats is already
brisk to say the least! After no live music for over a year,
our musicians are as excited as we are in the audience
to enjoy the true sounds of music in a fabulous setting
on the Chatsworth estate. Call us now to guarantee your
seat, or if you aren’t able to commit to all concerts, give
us a call to check whether individual concert tickets are
available.
Described by BBC Music as “sheer technical wizardry,
charismatic showmanship and expressive devilment”,
Red Priest will entertain us with the soaring delights of
Vivaldi and Albinoni through to Handel and JS Bach.

To ensure everyone’s safety and compliance with
social distancing, we will only be able to release tickets
in advance and not on the door, unless government
regulations change to permit us to do so. We will be
organising seating to ensure that everyone is safe, and
we are fully compliant with necessary social distancing
measures. Should the situation change, and concerts
not be permitted rest assured that we will refund
the balance or allow carry over of tickets to a future
performance.
We look forward to seeing you at the Cavendish Hall,
Edensor, as we enjoy the sounds of music live once
more. Call us now to make sure you don’t miss out 01629 640482 or email us at tickets@peakmusicsociety.
org.uk
Ali Clarke

Middleton Play Area
A message from Emma Mortimer at DDDC:
Thank you to everyone who took part in the consultation
on what pieces of play equipment they would like to see
in the play area. The two items that got the most votes
are:
The butterfly roundabout for the toddler’s area and the
Play Dale Nucleus for the junior’s area.

CoreMac Solutions

Your local Apple specialist!

Middleton Parish Council have received funding from the
Better Derbyshire Dale Fund and the Local Projects Fund
for the toddler equipment, play panel and a picnic bench
and planter. They have recently submitted an application
to Tarmac for the junior play equipment and we should
hear the result in May. If we are successful then it will be
purchased and installed as soon as possible.

Troubleshooting
Training
Upgrades
Installation and Setup
HomeKit/Homebridge Smart Home
Call Chris on 07985 122579
Or email contact.coremac@icloud.com
www.facebook.com/CoreMacSolutions

PJB Projects
Groundwork & Construction
Minidigger & driver, drives,
dropped kerbs, paths, extensions,
garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing &
stonewalling.
15 years experience.
Fully Qualified & Insured.
Call Phil for a free estimate at a
realistic price.
07977 240223

Philip Reeve
Painter & Decorator
Interior & Exterior
Free Estimate

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, Logs,
Kindling & Firelighters
Quality fuels at unbeatable value.
Signal Fuels
01773 747027
07974 434447
07970 215726
Approved coal merchants.
Our Reputation is Glowing

Lime Tree Music Centre
Matlock Based Music Services
Instrumental Tuition
Fully Equipped Rehearsal Space
Audio Recording
Video Conference Lessons
Free 30min Trial Lesson!
01629312985

music@limetreemusiccentre.co.uk

www.limetreemusiccentre.co.uk

Paws on Paths
Dog walking services.
Middleton Enhanced CRB. spcially
adapted vehicle.
Tel. Michael Kitching

07856045718

pgrdecoratingservices@gmail.com

07982806741

Sam Kitching
Tree surgery - hedge trimming
- stump removal - hedge
management - tree trimming stump grinding - log sales
Fully Insured
07824 469219

BIRCHOVER RECLAMATION

Missing Element Mortgage Services Ltd

Sandyhill Park, off Porter Lane, Middleton,
DE4 4LR
T: 01629 828352 / 07376 893923
lee@birchoverreclamation.co.uk
www.birchoverreclamation.co.uk

We have been helping people financing their
homes for over 25 years.
Whether you are a First Time Buyer, Home
Mover, need Buy to Let help, Help to Buy,
have past Financial Problems.
Advising on most types of mortgages is
what we do.
Find us on Social Media
@MissingElementMortgages
Or
Call 01773 856 355
Visit www.missingelement.co.uk
Your property may be repossessed if you do
not keep up repayments on your mortgage

Walling Stone (coursed & random)
Architectural Stone • Indian Stone
Reclaimed Yorkshire Flags • Cobbles/Setts
Stone Troughs • Stone Planters
Timber Sleepers • Stone Bird Tables •
Customised Fireplaces • Reclaimed Bricks

Middleton Ladies Group
If Middleton Ladies Group were able to meet now we’d
probably be having an Easter Bonnet competition or
baking hot cross buns with Steve Pepper.

programme around these. We can be quite an active
group, we’ve tried belly dancing, box fit, drumming and
maypole dancing.

It’s funny the things we’ve all missed during this year
and for me one of those things has been meeting up
with the other committee members (Pam Jones, Cath
Housley, Christine Gilmour and Veronica Weaver) to plan
the programme for the coming months.

For one memorable summer outing we hired the barge
Birdwood on the Cromford Canal. We committee
members gathered in Pam Jones’ kitchen to make
sandwiches and pack up suppers for the ladies and
guests. We were blessed with the most brilliant summer
evening to enjoy the tranquil cruise through beautiful
scenery.

We have some regular fixtures, of course: the Christmas
fuddle, a summer outing, a picnic in the Millennium
Garden, and for the last two years we’ve enjoyed a
night out at our own village cinema. We build a monthly

Cath Housley
usually sells her
knitted chickens
at craft fairs and
country shows but
this year they have
taken over the sofa.

If we don’t have a speaker, then our meetings often
include crafts or makes of some kind. I was looking
forward to hearing Sarah from Weaveknitit at Cromford
Mill https://www.facebook.com/weaveknitit/ who was
booked for a talk and demonstration about working with
fleece to finished product.
Many of our members enjoy crafts and between us, we
cover a whole range of activities. Last summer I was part
of the village ‘Scrub Hub’ making up scrubs for care and
health workers. It was good to feel I could do something
useful and when we’d finished I realised how much I
had enjoyed the sewing, so I started dressmaking again.
Now I have a new wardrobe but nowhere to wear it - yet!

Middleton Parish Council
Drive Appropriately, Park Considerately
The Parish Council continues to receive regular reports
from members of the public regarding inconsiderate,
potentially dangerous parking and of vehicles being
driven inappropriately through the village.
Currently being highlighted is on-going inconsiderate
parking on Main Street, opposite the allotments and at
the junction of Chapel Lane. Vehicles parked between
Duke Street and the Chapel Lane junction are another
cause of concern as this is making access for buses
more difficult.
The Highway Code gives advice on waiting and
parking. Part of Rule 243 states “Do Not stop or park…
…opposite or within 10 metres (32 feet) of a junction,
except in an authorised parking space.”
The Parish Council asks everyone to think of other road
users including pedestrians, cars, buses, and service
vehicles. We again urge you to “drive appropriately,
park considerately”.

20’s Plenty for Middleton?
At it’s March meeting the Parish Council considered
information from the campaign group “20’s Plenty
for Us” https://www.20splenty.org/.This ‘not for profit’
organisation has nearly 500 local campaigns around the
country and beyond. As it points out, many of the most
iconic cities in the UK have already adopted a 20mph
limit for most of their streets. Their campaign is for the
20mph to become the default speed limit on residential
and urban streets.
The Parish Council is asking readers of the Village Pump
for their comments and views on whether we should join
this campaign? Contact the Parish Clerk;
clerk@middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk

Middleton Spring Art Project 2021
Middleton Spring Art Project 2021 - we invite you
to share your creativity. Whilst considering the next
theme for the permanent but ever-changing Phone Box
Installation, Judith and I have discussed the possibility of
promoting an all age village Art Project.
Rather like Anthony Gormley and Grayson and Phillipa
Perry, we thought we would like to invite all residents of
Middleton to produce a piece of artwork for display. We
suggest the theme of Spring, with a twofold meaning:
one, is new beginnings in the sense of nature and the
second, a new start, as we ‘spring’ (perhaps more of a
saunter!) out of lockdown and look forward to a fresh
start.
We would use the ‘phone box as a gallery and rotate
a display of artwork invite you all, as residents, to
participate in this project and to display work in your
gardens, courtyards, windows, wherever it is possible for
others to see it.

The artwork can be anything that in the widest sense
can described as art. Poetry, prose, paintings, using all
different types of mediums, photography, sculptures,
models, sewing, knitting, fabric work, collages, mosaics,
woodwork, metal work. Plus, anything you consider to be
art – it’s down to personal interpretation!
We would like to achieve as much on display by Friday
16th April to allow time for your creativity to be shared.
We would also like to encourage you to take a photo
of your artistic work and then we will make a folder
recording all the creative work you have produced in the
village.
If you wish to talk about this or suggest something
please contact me, Annie, at
annie.nelson51@w3z.co.uk
Thank you. From the ‘phone box duo’

Church News, March 21
Over this last year we have had plenty to think about,
and as we start to think about an end to the restrictions,
or at least lifting the lock down to some extent.
Years ago, I visited the Winston Churchill’s wartime
bunker in London. Now it’s a very good, interactive
museum, and while you are down there you get a real
sense of the crisis that was being faced at that time,
not least the damage that was being done by the blitz
in London and many other cities across the country. I
remember leaving the museum half expecting to see the
damage made by the bombs rather than the vibrant city
that now surrounded me.
Of course, there has been no physical damage to our
environment over this last year, but there has been a
cost. Many people have lost loved ones, and because
funeral services and gatherings afterwards have been
restricted, not being able to sit with them at the end or
grieve for them properly.
Many of our children feel cheated in that they have not
been able to prove themselves in their exams, or say
a proper goodbye to their friends before going off to
University only then to have to sit in front of a computer

to learn online. We have seen all of this on our TV
screens during this last year, and for me I regret having
to close our churches in the first lock down. I feel sad
not to be able to sit with a bereaved family to talk face to
face about the person that they have lost. I miss going
into school for assemblies and, of course, feel the loss of
‘in church’ worship despite the success of our Sunday’s
online.
Gradually, just as happened post war, things will return
to some sort of normal, though there will have been
changes. My concern is for the long-term effect that all
of this will have had on our communities and the things
that we have all taken for granted in the past. My hope,
however, remains fixed on the Jesus who faced an
agonising death but who Christians believe overcame
death on Easter Day. I look forward to celebrating Easter,
not least because it is a reminder that hope remains and
that love always wins in the end.
With best wishes and hopes for a Happy Easter.
Canon David Truby

March School News
It was lovely to hear the announcement that all children
would be returning to school, but it was even better when
everyone came back into school on the 8th March! The
children returned happily, but some were naturally a little
anxious after such a prolonged time away.

World Book Day was a national planned event on the 4th
March, but we decided to postpone the day until all the
children were back in school, and we were so pleased we
did! It was a great day, filled with dressing up, a character
potato competition and even a masked reader event!

The children have been given plenty of time to interact
and talk with one another to help re-build friendships, and
routines. They have coped brilliantly and the normality of
school has begun to return.

There is even more exciting news, with a new member
of our school community soon to join us. Our school
dog, Meg, is a 10-week-old very friendly and inquisitive
cockapoo. We hope she will prove to be a very beneficial
addition to our school, both in terms of supporting the
well-being of our children, and as a reading dog.

We have also been spending a lot of time outdoors, as we
are acutely aware that children have had limited outside
access. We know the benefits that outdoor learning brings,
both mentally and physically, so we will continue these
opportunities.

The Fitness Shed
@Middleton

Want to improve your health & tness
but hate the gym?
1to1 tness training in a small, private studio

Personalised, eﬀective and fun!
Call Jill for a no-obligation chat on 07976 158076

For more info, including details of my online
classes, go to www.lifebegins.uk

Dry Seasoned Logs
For Sale
Bulk bag of hard wood : £70.00
Bulk bag of mixed wood : £60.00
Net of hard wood : £4.00
Net of mixed wood : £2.50
Feed bag of mixed wood : £3.50
Net of sticks : £2.50
Phone or text David on
07900481845

Parish Councillors
Cllr Dawn Greatorex (Chair)

01629 356 661

Cllr Peter Slack

01629 823 359

Cllr Glynis Spencer
Cllr Tina Taylor
Parish Clerk: John Rowe

07717 137526

www.middletonbywirskworth-pc.gov.uk

01629 823276

07817 778630

District Councillors
Elisa McDonagh

07838312714

Mike Ratcliffe
47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

01629 823 023

Peter Slack
31 Chapel Lane, Middleton

01629 823 359

elisa.mcdonagh@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

M J Petts
Plumbing & Heating
Installation - Service - Repair

07580 457 426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk

Gas Safe Registered - 551336

peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

County Councillors
Irene Ratcliffe
47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

01629 823 023

Free Range Eggs
£2.60/dozen
Can deliver in the village
Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219

irene.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

Village Hall
For bookings e: middletonvh20@gmail.com or p:07434649572
Village Hall Website: www.middletonvh.org.uk

Post Office Opening Times

At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364
Monday 2pm-4:50pm
Wednesday 2pm-4:50pm
Thursday 9am-11:50pm

Parish Council Meetings

Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.30pm on the second Monday
of each month (except August) in the Committee Room of the
Village Hall. Members of the public are welcome to attend
meetings and to raise concerns or make representations to the
Council during the Public Participation section of the meeting.

Police

Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
PCSO Kirsty Hunt: Kirsty.Hunt@derbyshire.police.uk

Village Pump Editors
Lucy Peacock 820831
John Sedgwick 822601
Rob Rawlinson 824655
anna@bluntcrayon.com

Please send items by email to
mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk or
leave at the Nelson

Installers of cavity wall and loft insulation
also loft ladders and boarding

01629 824595
07802 845223

www.dsinsulations.co.uk

Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons
Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar, Piano / Keyboard.
Enhanced DBS.
All ages welcome, beginners or improvers.
Competitive rates and discounted bundles available.
Tel. 07855812753 or
Email: ellenfostermusic@gmail.com

