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A Message from the Phone Box Duo!
Many readers will have noticed the new installation in
the old red GPO phone box in Lower Middleton. As I
passed it a couple of weeks ago, I required a second look
to confirm that it wasn’t Nicole Kidman sitting in there
reading a book. As it turns out it was Darcy Bussel!

and we know that we have fans in among the younger
members of the community who like to visit to see what
we’ve conjured up next.
The introduction of ‘Darcey Bussel’ allowed us to provide
even more smiles. On one occasion she was found ‘legless’, literally on the ground after falling out of the phone
box - a little scary for passers-by! So many transformations have occurred and we would like to say a big thank
you to the caring villagers who turned it into a food/
book/ puzzle bank when things were particularly tough
during the first lockdown.
Our latest installation has been a celebration of just a
few of our talented local authors, an extra mention to
Roz Watkins for her generous donation of signed copies of her excellent detective novels for readers to enjoy
whilst struggling with a 2nd lockdown.
Christmas is coming, all be it an alternative one, please
visit the phone box as you’re passing, we do appreciate
your comments.
Seasonal greetings, and we look forward to an improved
2021.

Clearly, I wasn’t the only one to shower compliments on
the captivating work of the ‘phonebox duo’, Judith Berrisford and Annie Nelson.
They write: A massive thank you from the ‘phone box
duo’ for so many lovely comments and likes for our efforts to bring some colour and cheerfulness during the
difficult times we have been facing In 2020.
We began decorating the unused phone box in June
2016, and our first theme was ‘walk 500 miles’. For it,
we planted old donated walking boots with flowers and
calculated where you could walk to in a 500-mile radius
from Middleton, including overseas. The phone box was
included in the Open Gardens route. Since then, we have
continued to decorate it with an interesting variation
of themes. We have had assistance from village school
children who have regularly provided excellent art-work,

Merry Christmas, from the phone box duo.

Bin Days
Blue bin/Green bin:
14th/28th December
No Green bin collection on 28th
Grey bin:
7th/21st December and 4th January
The crews will try to take recycling side waste
where possible - please check how to present
excess recycling at
www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/excessrecycling

Deadline for next issue: Thursday 19th Jan
Please send items by email to mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk or leave at the Nelson

Weather October 2020
Cool, cloudy and wet
It was the second consecutive cooler than average October but not quite as cool as in 2019. Temperatures were
generally unremarkable, and no records were set for
either cold or warm weather.
Rainfall was well above average, but it was not as wet
as in 2019. Measurable rain fell on 27 days, the most in
October since 2000 when rain fell on 29 days. The total
rainfall for the first 10 months of the year is 939.8 mm
which is 111% of the average over the last 30 years.

mean speeds just below gale force for a time and a maximum gust on the moor of 53 mph.
Dave Evans
Diff’ from Date
or % of
average
Mean max temp

11.8c

-0.2c

Mean min temp

5.9c

-0.5c

Highest maximum

15.0c

20th

Sunshine was in very short supply and it was not only
the dullest October since sunshine records began in
1983 but also the 12th dullest month of any name in the
last 21 years. The sunniest day managed only 4.3 hrs of
sunshine, the smallest amount on record for the sunniest
day in October and more typical of December.

Lowest minimum

2.6c

23rd

Total Rainfall

147.1 mm 132%

Wettest Day

27.5 mm

Days with rain

27

Total Sunshine

34.3 hrs

Wind speeds were about average for October and no
gales were recorded, although the 31st came close with

Sunniest Day

4.3 hrs

Days with no sunshine

9

7th
47%
15th

Derbyshire Dales District Council Notices
Free parking for 13th year throughout December
In anticipation of lockdown restrictions easing, Derbyshire Dales District Council is reintroducing free parking
across the district for a month from 1st December.
In a scheme designed to boost trade, for the 13th year
in a row it will be free to park in any District Council pay
and display car park after 2pm throughout December.
Survey on draft Statement of Community Involvement
Derbyshire Dales District Council is inviting local people to comment on its draft Statement of Community
Involvement (SCI).
The authority is required by law to prepare an SCI, which
sets out how communities and stakeholders can be involved in the preparation, alteration and review of Local
Plans and also in the determination of planning applications.

The SCI also gives guidance on how the District Council
will assist neighbourhood planning groups and involve
communities in the preliminary stages of plan making
An online survey is available for local representations
until 11 January 2021 at
www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/SCI

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel,
Logs, Kindling & Firelighters
Quality fuels at unbeatable
value
Signal Fuels
01773 747027 07974 434447
07970 215726
Approved coal merchants
Our reputation is glowing

Missing Element Mortgage Services Ltd

We have been helping people financing their homes for over
25 years.
Whether you are a First Time Buyer, Home Mover, need Buy to
Let help, Help to Buy, have past Financial Problems.

For Sale

Dry Seasoned Logs

Bulk bag of hard wood : £70.00
Bulk bag of mixed wood : £60.00
Net of hard wood : £4.00
Net of mixed wood : £2.50
Feed bag of mixed wood : £3.50
Net of sticks : £2.50
Phone or text David on
07900481845

Advising on most types of mortgages is what we do.
Find us on Social Media
@MissingElementMortgages
Or Call 01773 856 355
Visit www.missingelement.co.uk
Your property may be repossessed if you do not keep up
repayments on your mortgage

Sam Kitching
Tree surgery - hedge trimming
hedge management - tree trimming
stump removal
stump grinding - log sales
Fully Insured
07824 46921

Lime Tree Music Centre
Matlock Based Music Services
Instrumental Tuition
Fully Equipped Rehearsal Space
Audio Recording
Video Conference Lessons
Free 30 Minute Trial Lesson!
01629 312985
music@ limetreemusiccentre.co.uk

www.limetreemusiccentre.co.uk

Advertise in the Village Pump
for just £2.50 per issue
contact mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk
for details

01629 823276 07817 778630

Church News
Advent - a time of longing
Earlier in the year conversations echoed the words that
were, apparently, often heard on the Western Front in
the First World War ‘It’ll all be over by Christmas’, well it
wasn’t and neither is Covid 19. We are having to come to
terms with a major shift in emphasis regarding the celebration of Christmas this year, and a lot of the fun ‘stuff’
that we do on the run up to December 25th has had to
be cancelled. Having said that it is really important that
we don’t get into a mindset which focuses on what we
can’t do. Think, instead, about what we can do and live
in the hopes that it will happen. It is a much more positive attitude and it fits entirely with that period on the
run up to Christmas known as Advent.
Advent is a time of waiting and promise, a time of longing and anticipation. But the quality of this waiting is
not edgy and anxious; it is hope-filled and quietly joyful.
Waiting, being prepared to wait, indicates some measure
of love or caring or interest – after all, we don’t usually
spend much of our time waiting for something or someone of little or no concern to us.
Christmas may be a lot simpler this year with less of the
frantic activity and perhaps a bit more reflection on what
and who is important in our lives. From the Christian perspective it is a time of preparation for the celebration of

the birth of that someone whose life has helped to shape
our lives- Jesus Christ, and though at the time of writing,
we aren’t quite sure what our celebration of Christmas
will look like this year, this is what we hope will happen.
If restrictions allow our Christmas Eve Carol Service will
take place on the Green at 7pm. We aren’t allowed to
sing as a congregation in church, and a carol service
wouldn’t be a carol service without people singing carols! A half hour sing together with the help of members
of the Community Choir would bring some of the joy
back into our Christmas festivities. As restrictions stand
people would need to stand in a group of up to six from
within their family ‘bubble’. There is enough room for
us to gather in this way and still make a decent sound
together.
We have all been through a lot this year and we need to
look forward in hope at a time of joy. As long as we act
responsibly at the event it will be a lovely way of beginning our celebration of the birth of Jesus. You would
be very welcome, but in whichever way you celebrate
Christmas this year. Do have a good one!
Canon David Truby

DEAN HOLLOW

Write for Rights

For those of you who regularly walk around our wonderful village you may have wondered what was happening
down at Dene Quarry where there has been extensive
groundworks resulting in the footpath being re-routed.

During the next few weeks up to and after 10th December, Human Rights Day, until 31st December the
Wirksworth Amnesty International group will be engaged
in the Write for Rights campaign to show solidarity to
people across the world who are the subject of human
rights abuses, and to request authorities responsible to
recognise and cease these injustices. As every year at
this time, we invite local people to join us. Use the link
below to find the list of ten cases selected by Amnesty
International as a focus for the campaign this year, including instructions and sample letters. You can support
any number of these cases. Your participation makes a
vital difference to victims and their families.

I contacted Tarmac and asked them for information
regarding the final plan for Dene Hollow and they kindly
replied and sent me a drawing, which will appear in the
next village Pump.
This work is part of an approved quarry restoration
scheme where Dene Hollow will be left as a grassland
valley with additional footpaths. It is hoped that the
work will be finally completed before the end of the year.
The land will be seeded using a grass species mixture as
approved by Natural England.
All the best
Peter Stevenson

https://www.amnesty.org/download/Documents/
ACT3026982020ENGLISH.PDF
Alternatively If you would like a paper copy of letters
relating to three of the cases together with addressed
envelopes delivered to your door, please contact us by
12th December, either by email: wirksworthaigroup@
yahoo.com or tel: 07757186871
Carole Sedgwick

Parish Council Report - November 2020
The November meeting had a busy agenda with almost
a dozen matters for decision and two planning consultations.

Parish Council meetings are currently being held remotely and next scheduled meetings are:

Work has been approved to the trees at the Millennium
Garden and the Village Green.

Monday 11th January 2021
Monday 8th February 2021
Monday 8th March 2021

Initial discussions have taken place between the Parish
Council and the District Council to examine the options
for the use of Community Payback and the provision of
play equipment at the Playing Field. We hope to have
more on this early in the New Year.

A wide range of documents and information is published
on our website at www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.
uk including meeting agendas, supporting documents
and minutes. For details of how to join meetings please
contact the Parish Clerk.

A grant of £283 was approved towards the printing costs
of the Village Pump.

Casual Vacancies
The Parish Council currently has three casual vacancies,
and nominations are invited from individuals interested
in being co-opted to the Parish Council. If you’d like to
discuss what the role entails please contact the Parish
Clerk on 07717 137 526. Co-option will be by short interview at the next available meeting of the Parish Council,
these are held at 6.45pm on the second Monday of the
month. If you wish to apply simply send your nomination, to include your name, address, and contact details
to clerk@middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk or post to
John Rowe, c/o 1 Devonshire Villas, Upperwood Road,
Matlock Bath, Matlock DE4 3PD.

The Parish Council has supported plans by DDDC to install name plates for The Alley and Hillside.
With the COVID-19 pandemic restrictions impacting traditional community Christmas events the Parish Council
is encouraging people to light up Middleton with Christmas lights and window displays.
Following concerns about the steep gradients in the restoration of the Dene Quarry footpath, and in particular
the gradients, the issue is being taken up with Tarmac,
and DCC Footpaths Officers.

‘Carols on the Doorstep’ on Sunday 20th December at 5.30pm
During the run up to Christmas many of us like to go to our Christmas Eve Carol Service in Middleton or join in with
community Carol Singing. This year we cannot do that but, hopefully, that doesn’t stop us celebrating Christmas by
singing with others.
On Sunday 20th December at 5.30pm the whole country is invited to join in singing ‘Carols On The Doorstep’. It
would be useful to have a radio by you, a DAB radio, Freeview on your TV (725) or the Premier Radio phone app.
The Carols are: Hark the Herald Angels Sing, O Come All Ye Faithful, While Shepherds Watched and We Wish You A
Merry Christmas.
You can download the words at: www.carolsonthedoorstep.co.uk
You will have read Canon Truby’s message and know there are plans for an alternative Christmas Carol Service on the
Village Green at 7pm on Christmas Eve, but we hope you will join us at this additional event.
At this challenging time let’s try and share a bit of Christmas joy together in Middleton.
Remember we need to be Covid Safe: Hands-Face-Space – observe social distancing rules.
Annie Nelson

School News
Christmas planning is well underway, and although we
aren’t able to do some of our normal activities, like visiting Buxton for the pantomime, we are having a virtual
pantomime in school. The children will come dressed to
school in their theatre clothes, watch Jack in the Beanstalk and enjoy an interval treat! I’m sure we will be
hearing the familiar cries of ‘He’s behind you’, and ‘Oh no
it isn’t, oh yes it is!’ echoing through school! Thank you
to our Friends of Middleton for providing this lovely treat
for our children.
The Friends have also collected prizes and donated gifts
to make some super Christmas hampers that we will be
raffling in school. This is a great alternative to our normal Christmas Fayre and raffle.
Anti-Bullying Week – Our whole school took part in discussing how we keep our school a happy and safe place
to learn. We learnt what bullying is and how we look
after one and another and show kindness and respect.
Our children agreed that bullying has no place at Middleton Community Primary School.
Poetry Week – Our children have been writing and performing some fantastic poems this week. We have been
sharing these via our school website and hope to share
some super poems with you in the next edition of The
Pump.

As I write this, we have not had any positive covid tests
for our children or staff in our school community, but we
are not complacent and continue to work very hard at
keeping our school as safe as we possibly can. Our children, staff and parents have been fantastic at following
our new procedures and through some ‘good fortune’
and vigilance, we are continuing to ensure the safety of
our school.
Our school would like to continue to support the NHS
and fundraise for the children in our school by a very
different method! Myself, and some of the staff will be
dyeing our hair a different colour of the rainbow each
month, and the funds we raise will go 50/50 to the NHS
and school. To donate to this worthy cause, you can
vote via our school website for the colour each month,
and then donate via our JustGiving page. So, if you see
me and the staff with rather strange, colourful hairstyles
over the next few months you know why! Already we
have raised nearly £300 with the colour indigo, which is
just great! Thanks everyone!
To vote for our hair colours, go to:
https://www.middleton.derbyshire.sch.uk/community/
fundraising-1/rainbow
You can find our JustGiving page here:
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/alisondugdale?utm_term=ZywKA4nBa

A Time for Remembrance – All the classes took part in activities linked to Remembrance, each class marked this important event with a 2 minutes silence which was respected impeccably by our children. Puffins children produced a
lovely wreath and poppies.

School Governors
Do you want to support our community school?

will need, and can provide access to governor training.

Do you have some time to give?

We would really like to hear from individuals with some
experience of architecture, building, or health. But we
are equally happy to hear from people with other interests too.

Keep reading because you could be just the person we
need to become a school governor.
We are looking for interested and committed people to
join our friendly team. We hold 6 full governors meetings
a year, along with some additional smaller committee
meetings.
We currently have vacancies for:
• A parent governor (you need to have a child currently
attending the school)
• A co-opted governor (you need to be an individual
within our community)
You do not need to be an expert on all things education.
We can help you with any school-based knowledge you

If you would like to find out more please contact Alison
Dugdale (Head Teacher) adugdale@middleton.derbyshire.sch.uk
or John Reeve (Chair of Governors) j.reeve@middleton.
derbyshire.sch.uk
Thank you. We look forward to hearing from you. The
governors of Middleton School.
Suzanne Meikle-Janney
(Senior Nurture Teacher and Co-Ordinator)

Admissions to Middleton Community Primary School
If you have a child born between 01 September 2016 and 31 August 2017, or you know someone who has, they will
start school in September 2021.
For Primary school places you will need to apply between 09 November 2020 and the 15 January 2021. You can apply
in one of three ways:
• online at www.derbyshire.gov.uk
• through Call Derbyshire on 01629 533190
• by post. Paper forms are available on request by emailing admissions@derbyshire.gov.uk or calling 01629 537499.
(The preferred option is that you apply online.)
For more information, please access our Admissions page of our school website. You can also
go to our ‘Starting School’ page where you can
find more information about Middleton Community Primary school. We welcome parents to
take a tour of our school, and this can be easily
arranged by contacting us on 01629 822236 or
enquiries@middleton.derbyshire.sch.uk
Alison Dugdale

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr Dawn Greatorex
Cllr Peter Slack
Cllr David Morris
Cllr Glynis Spencer
Cllr Tina Hymas-Taylor
Parish Clerk: John Rowe
clerk@middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk
www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk

Tel
01629 356 661
01629 823 359

Want to improve your fitness this
Winter but hate gyms?
Join our online fitness community “Life Begins @
Home” with six classes a week on zoom.

07717 137526

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Elisa McDonagh
elisa.mcdonagh@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

07838312714
823023

Or come for one to one training with me in my small
private fitness studio, hidden away in Middleton.Check
out: www.lifebegins.uk
Call, txt or PM me for more information.Jill Fower:
07976 158076 find me on Facebook or my FB
page:@thefitnessshedwithjill

823359

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

823023

Village Hall
For bookings contact phone: 07434649572
email: middletonvh20@gmail.com
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk
PJB Projects

Post Office Opening Times

Groundwork and Construction

At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364
Monday 2pm-4.50pm
Wednesday 2pm-4.50pm
Thursday 9am-11.50pm

Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths,
extensions, garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing & stonewalling
15 years experience.

Parish Council Meetings
Ordinary meetings are held at 6.45pm on the second Monday of each month (except
August). Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings which are currently being
held remotely. Please contact for joining instructions. Representations can be made or
concerns raised during the Public Participation section of the meeting.

Police

820831
822601
824655

Free Range Eggs

Paws on Paths

Free range eggs £2.60 per
dozen. Can deliver in the
village.

Dog walking services
Middleton Enhanced CRB,
specially adapted vehicle
Tel. Michael Kitching
07982806741

Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219

Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price
07977 240223

M J Petts
Plumbing & Heating

Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33
Village Pump Editors
Lucy Peacock
John Sedgwick
Rob Rawlinson
Anna Clark

Fully Qualified and Insured.

Installation – Service –
Repair
07580 457426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk
Gas Safe Registered - 551336

Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons
Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar,
Piano / keyboard.

Liam Delaney
Dry Stone Walling
Free estimates
Lifetime guarantee on all works
Tel: 07872 490521
Email: lddrystonewalling@gmail.com
Web: liamdelaneydrystonewalling.co.uk

Installers of cavity wall and
loft insulation; also loft ladders
and boarding
01629 824595
07802 845223
www.dsinsulations.co.uk

Enhanced DBS. All ages welcome, beginners
or improvers.
Competitive rates and discounted bundles
available.

Tel: 07855812753 or
email ellenfostermusic@gmail.com

