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Rise End Phone Box features ‘Women and
girls into Science and Technology’
8th February 2020 was designated the International Day to celebrate and promote women and girls in science and technology. We chose this theme for the
Rise End Phone Box. We have chosen five women whom we think most people
will recognise and others we hope are of interest.
Florence Nightingale was 5-years old when she went to live at Lea Hurst Estate,
Derbyshire, one of two estates inherited by her father. Her parents were against
her becoming a nurse, but she was determined and consequently became
known for her work during the Crimean War. However, Florence also had a
keen interest in Mathematics and her knowledge of this subject became evident in 1855 when she calculated the mortality rate in the hospital in which she
was working. These calculations showed that an improvement of the sanitary
methods employed resulted in a substantial decrease in the number of deaths.
The mortality rate fell dramatically again through the establishment of a fresh
water supply, the supply to patients of fresh fruit and vegetables (from her own
funds), and the provision of standard hospital equipment.
When the Crimean War ended the Queen, Victoria rewarded Florence’s work by
presenting her with an engraved brooch that came to be known as the “Nightingale Jewel” and by granting her a prize of nearly £200,000 (equivalent to about
£24,000,000 today) from the British government. Florence used the money to
fund the establishment of St. Thomas’ Hospital, and within it, the Nightingale
Training School for Nurses.
Ada Lovelace was born in London, England, UK on December 10, 1815. She
was named Augusta Ada Byron. Her surname changed after she married. Her
father was the brilliant, yet notorious poet Lord Byron (mad, bad and dangerous to know!) and her mother was Anne Isabella Milbanke. It may seem odd to
call someone born in 1815 a computer scientist, but that is what Ada Lovelace
became. Sadly, she died young and, at her request, is buried beside Lord Byron
at the Church of St. Mary Magdalene, Hucknall, Nottingham.

Dates
Every Sunday
Pub quiz in the Nelson
Starts 9pm prompt
Saturday 7th March
Live at the Nelson:
King Bs
Wednesday 18th March
Folk Jam at the Nelson
Saturday 21st March
Cinema Middleton:
Green Book
7.30 pm
doors open 6.45 pm
Sunday 29th March
Community Walk - 10 am
from the Village Green

Bin Days
Blue bin/green bin:

Finally, some of you will have enjoyed the film ‘Hidden Figures’ at Cinema Middleton last year and will have learned how three female African American mathematicians played a pivotal role in astronaut John Glenn’s launch into space.

9th/23rd March, 6th April

There are details of several other women who have achieved great things in science and technology. We hope you enjoy reading about them.

2nd/16th/30thMarch

Grey bin:

‘The Pb duo’. (Annie Nelson and Judith Beresford)

Deadline for next issue: Thursday 22nd March.
Please send items by email to mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk or leave at the Nelson

Weather December 2019
Mild, dry and sunny
December was milder than average but without any
extremes of mild or cold. The impression was of a wet
month, but rainfall was below the 30-year average. Rain
fell on most days but mostly in quite small amounts.
This coupled with the lack of sunshine, gave the feel of
a perpetually damp month. It was the first month with
below average rainfall since May and ended a run of six
consecutive months with more than 100 mm of rainfall.
The second half of 2019 was the wettest second half of any
year on record (from 1963).
It was the dullest December since 2015 and although it
was generally unsettled no really strong winds or gales
were recorded. The highest gust recorded on the moor
was 54 mph on the 13th, well below average for the
month. Although sleet fell on four days, for the second
successive December there was no lying snow at all.
The year of 2019 had a mean temperature of 8.9c, 0.5c
above average, the same as 1990, 1997, 1999, 2012 and
2016 to make it equal 10th warmest in the last 50 years. It
was also the second wettest year on record with 1384 mm
of rain (129% of average), just 8 mm behind 2012, and

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, Logs,
Kindling & Firelighters
Quality fuels at unbeatable value
Signal Fuels
01773 747027
07974 434447
07970 215726
Approved coal merchants
Our reputation is glowing

this despite the first 5 months of the year recording less
than 11% average rainfall.
Despite all of the rain, sunshine was above average with
1316 hrs recorded, 114% of average. The total was 60
hours less than 2018, which had a much sunnier summer.
Dave Evans
Diff’

Date

from,
or % of,
Mean maximum temp
Mean minimum temp
Highest maximum
Lowest minimum
Total Rainfall
Wettest Day
Days with rain
Total Sunshine
Sunniest Day
Days with no sunshine

6.3c
2.1c
10.2c
-1.4c
99.3 mm
22.1 mm
23
30.2 hrs
4.5 hrs
12

average
+0.5c
+0.5c
10th
18th
87%
12th
77%
3rd

Middleton Parish Council Meeting
Streetscene issues were very much to the fore at the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 20th February 2020.
Since the January meeting CCllr Irene Ratcliffe has met with
DCC Officers to discuss streetscene and highways issues, including the request to have the Middleton Road switched off
streetlights returned to service, white-lining and ways to reduce
inconsiderate parking in the village.
The Parish Council has asked DCC to undertake a speed survey
on Main Street and we have been advised that this will take place
in the next few weeks.
Also regarding the public realm, we have received a suggestion
that the lighting on and around the Village Green is inadequate.
Prior to taking this up with DCC Street Lighting we are inviting public comments on the matter. Do you think the lighting
currently in place meets local need or could it be improved? If so,
how? Please send your thoughts to Parish Clerk: John Rowe, c/o
1 Devonshire Villas, Upperwood Road, Matlock Bath, Derbyshire
DE4 3PD. E-mail: clerk@middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk.”

Village Groups Contact List
If you have a group that you’d like to include,
please email us.
Middleton in Bloom
Secretary: Hilary Casey (820076)
Village Green Committee
Secretary: Dawn Greatorex (356661)
Middleton Community Choir
Annie (0799097075)
Middleton Environment Group
Chair: Rob Stamper
Allotments Committee
Chair: Mike Knott (826075)
Middleton Ladies’ Group
Pam Jones (823920) or Christine Gilmour
(822455)
Steeple Grange Light Railway
Martin Smith:
martinsmith187@tiscali.co.uk
John Cash: jtcpc@supanet.com
Middleton Book Group
Lucy Peacock (820831)

Sam Kitching
Tree surgery - hedge trimming
- stump removal - hedge management - tree trimming - stump
grinding - log sales
Fully Insured
07824 46921

MMBG (Middleton Mountain Bike Group)
www.mmbg.co.uk
Middleton and Wirksworth Wrestling Club
Classes on Monday evenings in the village Hall.
Contact Trevor Hoskins (07961 516722)
Middleton Toddler Group
Meets Wednesdays 1.30pm-3pm at the Village
Hall
Nelson Arms
Bar and accommodation. Alan and Jane
(825154)

Lime Tree Music Centre
Matlock Based Music Services
Instrumental Tuition
Fully Equipped Rehearsal Space
Audio Recording
Free 30 Minute Trial Lesson!
Phone Harry on 07577 754698
Or email: music@ limetreemusiccentre.co.uk
www.limetreemusiccentre.co.uk

Knit and Natter
In the Nelson on Mondays, 1-3pm, with
Community Luncheon on alternate Mondays.
Brenda Hobson 824600
Yoga Classes
Thursday evenings in the village hall. Contact
Nicky Mumford 07780 685083

Annual Report Middleton Village Hall, year ending Feb.2020
Another year has passed, and it is time for Middleton Village Hall management group to make their annual report.
Over the past twelve months, maintenance, and improvement of the hall’s facilities has continued. New external
lights have been installed, which makes leaving the hall on
dark evenings much easier.
With a building as large as our hall there are always small
jobs that need doing and we are grateful for the input
that our caretakers make. Retouching paintwork, putting
up coat hooks, ensuring ladders and brooms are housed
safely, replacing flooring at the side of the stage and
programming heating to ensure users find a warm hall
and, importantly, that the hall is only heated when heating
is needed. All these jobs require a level of almost daily
commitment, and we cannot thank the caretakers enough.
The management group has now engaged the services of a
cleaning company and the hall is spotlessly clean, adding
to the user experience.
The range of use that the hall has continues to grow. We
are still happy to have regular bookings from Middleton
Wrestling Club, Middleton Primary School, Dramawirks,
Cinema Middleton and a wide range of fitness groups,
including Yoga, Stretch Yoga, Pilates and our latest regular
user, Boxercise. In addition, the hall continues to be well
used by the local community for private parties celebrating family events across all ages. We have also hosted Willow Weaving Workshops, Clog dance rehearsals and U3A
events from neighbouring Wirksworth. Of course, we are
always open to our Middleton community. The hall is an
impressive contributor to the mental and physical health
of our community.

For the future, we have been accepted as a venue for Live
and Local events and this will mean an opportunity for
Middleton to access live music, theatre and entertainment
opportunities. We will advertise these events as they arise,
so keep an eye on local media.
Monty Python did not expect the Spanish Inquisition, and
the management group for the hall did not expect “The
Hole”. You can imagine our concern when, just before
Christmas, news spread about the arrival of a hole in the
car park at the rear of the hall. The national media showed
interest and we had journalists and reporters abounding
for news of what was happening. The Hole had more implications than we could have imagined, not least was deciding on what it was, a mine shaft? A well? Many reports
and opinions have been reviewed but the current situation
is that the insurance company for the hall has decided that
they will not be paying to put the problem right and with
the huge amount of money needed to be able to resolve
the issue, the management group are working hard to find
a solution.
We remain optimistic about the future of Middleton
Village Hall and would like to invite you to attend our
Annual General Meeting on Wednesday April 22nd at
7.00p.m., at the hall. This will be your opportunity to ask
us any questions and hopefully express an interest in supporting the hall in the future.
Rod Alvin, Jane Monaghan, Helen Reynolds, Ann
Stamper, and Sue Stockwell
Trustees for Middleton Village Hall

For Sale

Dry Seasoned Logs

Bulk bag: £55
Large net of logs: £2.50
Net of sticks: £2

01629 823276 07817 778630

Phone or text David on
07900481845

Church News
Lent is a time when Christians have traditionally “given
things up”. The other evening, I had a brief conversation
with my son, who suggested that he was going to give up
alcohol for lent. – “Yes”, I said, “it always puts weight on
for me”—assuming that he was giving up drink simply to
lose a bit of weight. “No, he said—“I’m not giving it up to
lose weight, I’m giving it up because I like it.”
I was a bit shocked, not because he likes the odd pint,
but because I had fallen into the trap of assuming that he
wanted to give something up to achieve a further “gain”
for himself. This is a very modern assumption. Traditional
Lenten fasting was to achieve a spiritual reward rather
than to look good. Good luck to him. In the meantime, I
need to think of what I can do to make lent a meaningful
experience.
As Lent begins Churches Together in Wirksworth and
District will meet at each Tuesday and Thursday from 5th
March until Easter to look at the big issues which impact
on our lives today. Look out for the poster outside church
and at www.wirksworthteamministry.co.uk/notices
Readers of the village pump may well be aware of the fact
that one of our church wardens, Christine Kinder, suffered
a stroke at the very end of last year. She is making a slow
recovery and is grateful for the letters of support, cards

and visits that she has received from so many people. I felt
it only right to pass on her thanks via the Pump. Christine
has served Holy Trinity Church as churchwarden for a
good number of years and she has worked incredibly hard
in all sorts of ways many of which we only discovered
after she was taken ill. We are working very hard to ensure
that the church is properly maintained, kept clean, and his
open and welcome for all our visitors.
We had got the idea of asking if any local people would be
willing to come along and “spring clean” the church, and
so there is a meeting on Tuesday March 17th at 2pm to
talk about keeping the place clean and making sure that
there are flowers in church during the year. Please come
and help if you are able.
One other special event in March is our Mothering Sunday Family Service on 22 March at 11.00am. It’s a special
day in which to remember and give thanks the love that
we have received from our mothers, and to do so in our
Parish Church.
With every good wish
Canon David Truby, Team Rector- Wirksworth Team
Ministry

Book of old Middleton photos
Good news. This is valuable collection remastered by former resident John Coles is now available in the village for £20
As described in previous issues of the Pump there are a few copies available at the Nelson. Please ask for Jane who also
has a copy for you to peruse before you buy. The reduced price is because postage and packing are not required.
Angie Corby
Editor’s Note: On the penultimate page in last month’s Pump (Jan/Feb 2020), we showed a photograph of Main Street
featuring Gregson’s the Grocer, located near to the Chapel Lane turning.
About this photograph John Coles writes: ‘The reflection shows, faintly, in the background, a window. But all the cottages opposite have been demolished since this picture. It also shows, astonishingly, the actual photographer who has a
soft black peaked cap, a moustache, and a short beard, and has his arm wrapped around to the where the shutter would
be on a black 4” x 5” bellows camera (which shows as a black rectangle). He appears to have his mouth open, and I
guess he’s shouting “Smile” to the grimacing girl, who I now realise is holding a doll. He must be standing up in an
open-top car, because he is ‘downhill’ but his camera is roughly level with Mr Gregson’s head. I was fascinated, because
- for one thing, he looks remarkably like me!!! - and for another thing, I have never, ever, seen a photographer reflected
in any of these old photos!’

School News
Happy New Year to you all, we hope the year and in fact
the decade has started happily and positively for everyone.
We’ve had a great start to the year with lots going on in
school

work displayed by these marvellous children. We talked
about interview techniques and being confident, and the
children just excelled. I know they are going to be brilliant in their new role!

We have recently developed School Ambassador roles.
Children completed an application form, after reading a
job description, and had an interview. With 25 children
applying for the 10 roles, the selection process was very
tricky! The children were brilliant, so eloquent and capable. I was so very impressed with the maturity and hard

On the first day of term, the schools in the COGS Cluster
joined together to take part in Maths professional development training working with the East Midlands Maths
Hub. It was an excellent day, with lots of practical ideas
and developmental research to take back to the classroom.

Four of our Y5 children worked with local schools at the
recent Change4life conference. These children received
information and practical ideas about healthy living and
active lives. They will join our current Sports Ambassador who run a weekly lunchtime sports club in school.
We work hard with our children to encourage good health
choices, which will hopefully support physical and mental
well-being throughout their lives.

After 14 years as a Governor, of which 13 were served as
Chair, Mike Coveney has sadly decided to retire from this
role. During my term as Head, it has been a privilege to
work with Mike. He has been such a supportive friend to
our school, working tirelessly in so many different ways;
making our school the great place that it is.

Our Year 4 and 5 children held a fantastic clarinet concert. The children have been working very hard to learn
the clarinet, which is not an easy instrument to play! We
are so proud of their musical accomplishments – what a
great performance!

Mike will continue to work alongside the children in the
school garden and woodland. His work on developing the
outdoor environment has been such a valuable resource
for our children. Instilling the love of nature and our surroundings helps our children to value where they live and
belong.
This is what our children had to say about Mike…
It’s sad he’s retiring, but he’s been with us for a long time
and done a lot of hard work. It’s time for him to have a
break!
He’s been on loads of trips with us, helped with all the gardening and befriended a lot of people – everyone knows Mr
Coveney.
He was really good at identifying nature, he taught us lots!
Thank you, Mr. Coveney.

Our Puffins and Kingfishers children had a fabulous
morning with ‘Animal Magic’. Puffins children are going
to be finding out all about animals over this term, and this
was a fabulous way to start their topic.
Here’s what the children thought about the animals……
William – ‘ I like the meerkat because he was digging’.
Jude – ‘I liked the screech owl because he was fluffy’.

Alyssia – ‘It was good all the animals
coming into school, because I got to
hold them’.
Jake – ‘We got to hold a tarantula and a
meerkat’.
Kyla – ‘The skunk spray in the pot was
stinky and disgusting!’

The Middleton Environment Group

2020 ‘Middleton Open Gardens and Quirky Corners’
13th and 14th June 2019 - 11am to 5pm

INVITATION TO TAKE PART
Everybody is very welcome to take part showing locals and visitors alike the delights of our ‘hidden’ gardens and Quirky corners.
The Environment group will prepare a map (£3 for the two days) showing the gardens and the profits from
this will go to benefit the Village.
Participants are welcome to provide refreshments etc. for charities of their choice over the weekend.
If you wish to ‘Open’ for only one day then that is fine. Also, if you have no garden or would just like to
help out then we are always looking for volunteers!
If you would like more information or wish to take part please contact Rob or Ann on 01629 2587471 or
email robert.stamper@hotmail.co.uk.
You will be very welcome.
P.S. We have booked the weather (AGAIN!) and have been assured that there will be some!
Our national advert can be found here: http://www.opengardens.co.uk/open_gardens.php?id=1362

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr Dawn Greatorex (chair)
Cllr Peter Slack
Cllr Olwen Wilson
Cllr Glynis Spencer
Cllr Tina Taylor
Parish Clerk: John Rowe
www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk

Tel
01629 356 661
01629 823 359
01629 822701

07717 137526

To reserve a place or more info text Jill on

07838312714
823023
823359

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

823023

Village Hall
For bookings contact Jane
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk

825154

Post Office Opening Times

PJB Projects

At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364
Monday 2pm-4.50pm
Wednesday 2pm-4.50pm
Thursday 9am-11.50pm

Groundwork and Construction
Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths,
extensions, garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing & stonewalling

Parish Council Meetings
Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.30pm on the second Monday of each month (except
August) in the Committee Room of the Village Hall. Members of the public are welcome to
attend meetings and to raise concerns or make representations to the Council during the
Public Participation section of the meeting.

15 years experience.
Fully Qualified and Insured.
Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price
07977 240223

M J Petts
Plumbing & Heating

Police
Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
PCSO 4413 Sue Lester suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk

820831
822601
824655

Free Range Eggs

Paws on Paths

Free range eggs £2.40 per
dozen. Can deliver in the
village.

Dog walking services
Middleton Enhanced CRB,
specially adapted vehicle
Tel. Michael Kitching
07982806741

Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219

At Middleton Village Hall
Fridays 6.30-7.30pm
£5 per session or £45 for 10 sessions

07976 158076 or find me on Facebook
@thefitnessshedwithjill

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Elisa McDonagh
elisa.mcdonagh@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

Village Pump Editors
Lucy Peacock
John Sedgwick
Rob Rawlinson
Anna Clark

LADIES BOX-FIT

Installation – Service –
Repair
07580 457426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk
Gas Safe Registered - 551336

Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons
Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar,
Piano / keyboard.

Advertise here
from £2.50 per issue
Contact
mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk
for details

Installers of cavity wall and
loft insulation; also loft ladders
and boarding

Enhanced DBS. All ages welcome,
beginners or improvers.
Competitive rates and discounted
bundles available.

01629 824595
07802 845223
www.dsinsulations.co.uk

Tel: 07855812753 or
email ellenfostermusic@gmail.com

