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Councillor of the Year award for Cllr Wilson

Dates

Middleton Parish Council is pleased to report that Cllr Olwen Wilson was
presented with the Derbyshire Association of Local Councils (DALC) Councillor of the Year Award at the AGM held at the Proact Stadium, Chesterfield on
Tuesday 22nd October 2019.

Saturday 9th November
Live at the Sun: Kev Bradley
Live at the Nelson: Tommy James

Cllr Wilson was nominated by fellow Councillors in recognition of her huge
commitment, zest and energy in bringing the Middleton Remembers Project
to fruition.
This community project marked the centenary of the end of the First World
War and involved every sector of the village. It has produced the Middleton
Memorial and, through research, has helped develop knowledge about those
men from the village who were killed or wounded in the 1914-18 conflict and
given an understanding of social and economic life in the village at the close
of the war and the years immediately afterwards.
Cllr Wilson said: “I was very honoured and humbled to receive the
award. A project like Middleton
Remembers cannot be delivered
by one person - it has been a real
team effort.”
Left: Cllr Wilson (left) with Wendy
Amis, DALC Chief Executive

Friday 15th November
Live at the Nelson: Poems and
Gypsy Jazz, tickets £6
Saturday 16th November
Cinema Middleton: Fisherman’s
Friends.
Karaoke at the Rising Sun
Wednesday 20th November
Folk Jam at the Nelson
Friday 22nd November
Live at the Sun: Covers Bros
Saturday 23rd Nov
Live at the Nelson: ziPt
Sunday 24th November
Community Walk - 10 am from
the Village Green
Friday 29th November
Live at the Sun: The Remnants

Christmas Lights

Saturday 30th Nov
Live at the Nelson: Two Man Ting

Middleton’s 20th Christmas Lights switch on will be taking place on:
Friday 29 November at 6.30pm on the Village Green.
Lots of fun for the whole family:

Saturday 7th December
Live at the Sun: Lester Norton

Children’s carousel * Santa * Christmas carols played by the BMW
Band * Hot mince pies & mulled wine * Children’s refreshments
Carousel rides start at 6pm. lights switch-on at 6.30pm
Don’t forget to buy your raffle tickets - now on sale at The Nelson &
available to purchase on the night. Lots of fabulous prizes!

Bin Days
Blue bin/green bin:
4th/18th Nov, 2nd Dec
Grey bin:
11th/25th November

Deadline for next issue: Thursday 21st Nov
Please send items by email to mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk or leave at the Nelson

Weather September 2019
Dry sunny first 3 weeks, then wet

most days being around or a little warmer than average.

The first three weeks of September were mainly dry,
sunny and fairly warm but the last week was exceptionally wet and the month ended as the third wettest September on record with only 1981 and 1994 being wetter.
The second half of the month was the wettest on record
in September with almost all the rain falling in the last 8
days.

The mean wind speed was a little below average for the
month and the highest gust recorded on the moor was
52 mph on the 28th.

The rainfall total for the first 9 months of the year is
894.9 mm, 121% of average and the wettest first 9
months since 2012. Only 2004, 2007, 2008 and 2012
have recorded more rain than 2019 in the first 9 months
of the year.
It was the sunniest September since 2003 with all but 19
hours of the total in the first three weeks. The 19th was
the sunniest day in September since 2009.
There was no notably warm or cold weather during the
month but it was the mildest September since 2016 with

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, Logs,
Kindling & Firelighters
Quality fuels at unbeatable value
Signal Fuels
01773 747027
07974 434447
07970 215726
Approved coal merchants
Our reputation is glowing

Dave Evans
Diff’ from Date
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Mean maximum’ temp
Mean minimum temp
Highest maximum
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Days with rain
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Days with no sunshine
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3

21st
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For Sale

Dry Seasoned Logs

Bulk bag: £55
Large net of logs: £2.50
Net of sticks: £2
Phone or text David on
07900481845

LADIES BOX-FIT

At Middleton Village Hall
6th, 13th and 20th Dec at
6.30-7.30pm
£5 per session or £45 for 10 sessions
Great fitness and strength workout for the
whole-body using gloves and pads. Suitable for
all levels. All equipment provided. Wear comfortable clothes and bring a drink and towel.
Places are limited so please txt or PM me for
more information or to reserve a place.
Jill Fower: 07976 158076 find me on Facebook
or my FB page: @lifebeginsatthefitnessshed

Sam Kitching
Tree surgery - hedge trimming
- stump removal - hedge management - tree trimming - stump
grinding - log sales
Fully Insured
07824 46921

IMPORTANT NEWS FROM SANTA CLAUS

Village Groups Contact List

Greetings to all you children in Middleton! I have been so busy this
year, reading letters from children all over the world and wrapping
presents ready for Christmas Day.

If you have a group that you’d like to include,
please email us.

Mrs. Claus suggested we take a holiday and we have booked into
Terry Houghton’s Airbnb for a weekend. We will be at Terry’s on Friday December 13th until Sunday 15th, and Mrs Claus and I thought
it would be great if you could drop in and see us. Ask your parents
or carers to bring you along to our grotto at Terry’s house anytime
between 4.00 p.m. and 6.00 p.m. on either Friday, Saturday or Sunday. Mrs Claus will be making some delicious mince pies and there
will, of course, be mulled wine and hot roasted chestnuts.
If your parents would like to donate towards the cost of things that
would be great. Any profit will be going to The Ark Animal Welfare
Centre at Ashbourne as they will be making sure all the animals
have a happy Christmas as well.
So book a date in your diary and come along and meet me, with
best wishes from Santa Claus.

Middleton in Bloom
Secretary: Hilary Casey (820076)
Village Green Committee
Secretary: Dawn Greatorex (356661)
Middleton Community Choir
Annie (0799097075)
Middleton Environment Group
Chair: Rob Stamper
Allotments Committee
Chair: Mike Knott (826075)
Middleton Ladies’ Group
Pam Jones (823920) or Christine Gilmour
(822455)
Steeple Grange Light Railway
Martin Smith:
martinsmith187@tiscali.co.uk
John Cash: jtcpc@supanet.com
Middleton Book Group
Lucy Peacock (820831)
MMBG (Middleton Mountain Bike Group)
www.mmbg.co.uk
Middleton and Wirksworth Wrestling Club
Classes on Monday evenings in the village Hall.
Contact Trevor Hoskins (07961 516722)
Middleton Toddler Group
Meets Wednesdays 1.30pm-3pm at the Village
Hall
Nelson Arms
Bar and accommodation. Alan and Jane
(825154)
Knit and Natter
In the Nelson on Mondays, 1-3pm, with Community Luncheon on alternate Mondays.
Brenda Hobson 824600
Yoga Classes
Tuesday and Thursday evenings in the village
hall. Contact Nicky Mumford 07780 685083

Middleton Remembers Update
Save the Date - Saturday 18 January 2020 - all welcome
The first draft of the Middleton Remembers research
document is almost finished. Lucy Godfrey, the project
researcher, has continued to develop pen portraits of
those men who are listed on the original Middleton
Memorial/Roll of Honour, and in addition the men who
meet the following three aspects:
- Born in Middleton
- Living in Middleton in 1911 (as recorded on the 1911
census)
- Having their residence listed as Middleton on their
Army Service Record.

It is acknowledged that there are other men who served
who, undoubtedly, had connections to the village in
other ways. Consequently, Lucy has included many of
these in the publication to ensure their memory is also
honoured.
We are planning to have an event in Middleton Village
Hall to share the research and give an indication of how
World War 1 impacted on life in Middleton.
Exact details and timings are being finalised, but please
reserve the afternoon and evening of Saturday 18 January 2020 in your calendar.
Cllr Olwen Wilson

Drive Appropriately, Park Considerately II
Despite previous coverage in the Village Pump, the Parish
Council still regularly receives concerns from members
of the public about inconsiderate, potentially dangerous
parking and the numbers of vehicles being driven inappropriately through the village.
Instances of inconsiderate parking include Main Street
opposite the allotments and near the school (at drop
off/pick up time) as well as the junctions at the Village
Green, with vehicles parked in such a way that it limits
visibility for emerging traffic. More recently problems
have been reported on the corner of Chapel Lane and
opposite the junction.

Britain in Bloom
Middleton by Wirksworth, being the best village in the
East Midlands, represented the East Midlands in the Village category of Britain in Bloom. The awards ceremony
took place on Friday 25th October at the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) headquarters in London. Here you
can see Rob and Linda Rawlinson receiving the award
on behalf of the village. The award was presented by
actress Baroness Floella Benjamin who many will remember as the presenter of children’s TV programme “Play
School”.

More worryingly, issues reported have included access to
houses effectively being blocked by vehicles parking too
close to the doors of properties. This is clearly unacceptable.
To provide evidence of inappropriate speeds in the village the Parish Council has commissioned Derbyshire
County Council produce a report of the speed of vehicles
on Main Street.
The Parish Council urges everyone to think of other road
users including pedestrian cars and buses. We urge you
to “drive appropriately, park considerately”.

MIDDLETON PRODUCE SHOW
Thanks to all those who entered or who just came along
to enjoy the 2019 Middleton Produce Show on Saturday
14th September in the Village Hall, especially the most
entertaining toddler we have seen!
The judge was amazed at the quality of the entries and
made sure she bid in the auction!
Profits from entry fees and a room full of smiley bidders
raised over £214 for village projects. The village hall also

Middleton Allotments
This year has been a very productive one despite the
unusual weather patterns and many of our allotment
holders have been successful in winning prizes with their
beautiful flowers and vegetables at the annual village
produce show.
Our allotments are situated in an ideal position on Main
Street close to the church and although all our plots are
currently being used, we do not have anyone on the
waiting list at the moment. So if you would like to put
your name down to be considered when one becomes
available, please contact Helen Knott on 079484 72672.
H. Casey

raised money from the excellent refreshments.
Remember to let Middleton Environment Group know if
you have any ideas on how best the profits from this and
past events (such as the Open Gardens) can be used.
Middleton again showed that it had the biggest, the
tastiest, the longest and the prettiest you have ever seen.
The produce was not too bad either!
Middleton Environment Group

Santa Special trains at the
Steeple Grange Light Railway
This year the Santa Specials will run on Saturday 14 &
Sunday 15 December. Tickets cost £6.50 for both children and adults. Every child gets a train ride up the line
with their family to see Santa, and back at Steeplehouse
there are mince pies or biscuits and a hot or cold drink
for everyone with a ticket, and the Elf Train will be running as well.
Important news: Last Christmas we were overwhelmed
with passengers and so this year we have introduced a
booking system. Please go to our website www.steeplegrange.co.uk, select “Visiting”, and look for the link
“Santa Special Event Booking”, which will take you to the
booking website. Please note there is a 59p booking fee
per person.

School News
The Heads and Governors from our Cluster of Gell
Schools (COGS) met together to review all of our work
from last year and make plans for the forthcoming year.
An intrinsic part of this group is our children’s Cluster
Parliament. This group of children met together at Middleton Village Hall, having a fantastic afternoon, getting
to know each other and making plans for the forthcoming year.
We are so proud of our recent sporting success! Our
Y3/4 and Y5/6 children were involved in the local cluster
inter-schools football competition. Our Y5/6 team came
second, so moved onto the next stage against schools
from all over the Dales and played brilliantly.

We joined together on the 10th October to mark Young Minds Day, which is a charity that focuses on children’s mental health. Our children and staff wore yellow to show young people they’re not alone with their mental health. We
collected money for this worthy cause and were able to donate £70 to this charity. Good mental health is so important for our young people and we will continue to strive to support our children in the best way possible.

More School News
We held a fantastic (sold out!) Autumn disco
in the Village Hall. The children had a great
evening filled with dancing, eating and glow
sticks!!
Thanks as always go to our wonderful Friends
of Middleton who make these special events
possible.

Church News
As I write this, it feels like it’s been raining every day for
a month! Yet today it’s blue skies and lovely autumn
colours. It can be difficult to keep cheerful at this time
of year as the days get shorter and the weather worsens.
My recipe for coping has always been to find hope in the
planting of spring bulbs! I am just finishing the annual
autumn “turn around” of the pots and hanging baskets
ready for spring. Some of the bulbs and corms I have
planted already had tiny shoots showing through - ready
to begin the miracle of growth that is behind crocus, early
daffodils and irises. Each year my own domestic ritual coincides with our Harvest celebrations around the villages
here. Once again, at Harvest, we were able to celebrate
the wonder of all that grows and the cycles of nature on
which we so much rely to feed our communities. At Holy
Trinity we enjoyed the songs of the Middleton Community
Choir and were led in our hymn singing by the Team Music
Group – for all of which we were thankful.
November will bring another community marker of the
year moving on, as we gather to remember those no
longer with us who made great sacrifices on our behalf in
both past and more recent wars. Remembrance Sunday
gains greater meaning as we learn more about who those
individuals were – no longer just names on a memorial
stone, but people whose lives and families we have learnt
something about. The Middleton Remembers Project
is giving us a greater sense of those individuals as real
people and we all look forward to hearing more about
that in the New Year as the Project shares all that it has
been finding out. Meanwhile, rightly, our Remembrance
Sunday commemorations on November 10th will have a
double focus as first we gather in church with the BMW
Band and British Legion at 2.30 p.m. for prayers, singing
and wreath-laying, and then move up the hill later for
commemoration around the new Memorial Stone on the
Village Green. We hope many will join us.

As the days get darker, the Christian church turns its
thoughts to our need for light in the darkness and that
is very much the theme of Advent in December. It’s not
just a preparation for Christmas or a time to practise our
carol singing, but a season in its own right, when we think
about how much our world needs light and hope. We will
think about the Wise Men already on the move with their
camels, following a star for months, not knowing where it
will lead or what they will find at the end of their journey.
We will add large “stars” to the screen in church week
by week, as we too follow that star towards the stable at
Bethlehem. The other theme of this period is the idea of
Mary and Joseph, forced by an oppressive regime to travel
to the place where Joseph was born for them to register
for tax purposes – despite the fact that Mary was heavily pregnant. We shall repeat the Posada process of the
last two years with puppet figures of Mary, Joseph and a
donkey moving from house to house (and hopefully classroom to classroom) seeking hospitality and welcome on
their difficult journey. (Let me know if you’d like them to
visit you: 01629 824549) No doubt this year our minds will
be on the many homeless, refugee and migrant peoples
across the world similarly seeking shelter and desperately
looking for light in dark times.
Peter Lewis, Reader, Holy Trinity Church

Lime Tree Music Centre
Matlock Based Music Services
Instrumental Tuition
Fully Equipped Rehearsal Space
Audio Recording
Free 30 Minute Trial Lesson!
Phone Harry on 07577 754698
music@ limetreemusiccentre.co.uk
www.limetreemusiccentre.co.uk

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr Dawn Greatorex (chair)
Cllr Peter Slack
Cllr Olwen Wilson
Cllr Glynis Spencer
Cllr Tina Taylor
Parish Clerk: John Rowe
www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk

Tel
01629 356 661
01629 823 359
01629 822701

07717 137526

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Elisa McDonagh
elisa.mcdonagh@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

823359

823023

Village Hall
For bookings contact Jane
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk

825154

Post Office Opening Times
At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364

PJB Projects
Groundwork and Construction

Monday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-12pm

Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths,
extensions, garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing & stonewalling

Parish Council Meetings
Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.30pm on the second Monday of each month (except
August) in the Committee Room of the Village Hall. Members of the public are welcome to
attend meetings and to raise concerns or make representations to the Council during the
Public Participation section of the meeting.

15 years experience.
Fully Qualified and Insured.
Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price
07977 240223

M J Petts
Plumbing & Heating

Police
Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
PCSO 4413 Sue Lester suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk

820831
822601
824655

Free Range Eggs

Paws on Paths

Free range eggs £2.40 per
dozen. Can deliver in the
village.

Dog walking services
Middleton Enhanced CRB,
specially adapted vehicle
Tel. Michael Kitching
07982806741

Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219

RT. HON. PATRICK McLOUGHLIN
Member of Parliament
You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk
Regular advice bureaux
Call for details 0207 2193511.
Working for Derbyshire Dales

07838312714
823023

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

Village Pump Editors
Lucy Peacock
John Sedgwick
Rob Rawlinson
Anna Clark

MP for Derbyshire Dales

Installation – Service –
Repair
07580 457426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk
Gas Safe Registered - 551336

Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons
Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar,
Piano / keyboard.

Advertise here
from £2.50 per issue
Contact
mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk
for details

Installers of cavity wall and
loft insulation; also loft ladders
and boarding

Enhanced DBS. All ages welcome,
beginners or improvers.
Competitive rates and discounted
bundles available.

01629 824595
07802 845223
www.dsinsulations.co.uk

Tel: 07855812753 or
email ellenfostermusic@gmail.com

