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Dates
Support for Riley
Riley is an eight-year old lad at Middleton Community Primary School
and is mentioned in two other pieces in the Pump this month - see School
Report and Carol Singing. For those of you in the village who don’t know,
Riley has recently been diagnosed with stage 4 cancer for the second time.
Riley’s mum Sarah has discovered that in Seattle, U.S.A., there is a research
facility that is researching into remission incidences of this type of cancer
and that they have had some success with children like Riley. The cost of
this experimental treatment, including flying Riley and his carers out to
Seattle, is £100,000 which seems an impossible target. Riley is not giving
up and is determined to beat what he calls the ‘monkey’. Numerous appeals
are being made in Middleton and beyond to support the family, including a
crowdfunding appeal that can be accessed at the GoFundMe website, and a
collection at the Nelson.

Carol Singing in the Village Sunday 22 Dec
The choir will be singing carols around the village raising funds to support
Riley and his family. Everyone is welcome to join us starting @ The Rising
Sun car park @ 6.00pm and moving through the Village ending up @ The
Nelson to get warm. Please join us if you can for a fun evening in support of
a great cause.
Thanks Annie, on behalf of the choir.

Every Sunday
Pub quiz in the Nelson, 9pm
Saturday 7th December
Live at the Sun: Lester Norton
Friday 13th December
Live at the Sun: Ryan Brooks
Saturday 14th December
Karaoke at the Sun
Cinema Middleton: Stan & Ollie
Wednesday 18th December
Folk Jam at the Nelson
Saturday 21st Dec
Live at the Nelson: Acoustica
Christmas Eve: 7pm
Carol Service at Middleton Church
Saturday 28th Dec
Cinema Middleton: The loveable lion
cub returns. 2 pm matinee
Wednesday 1st January
Community Walk - 11 am from the
Village Green
Saturday 11th January
Live at the Nelson: L’Attitude

Bin Days
Santa Claus reminder!

Blue bin/green bin:
2nd/16th/30th December
NB: No Green bin collection on 30th

Children, don’t forget that Santa will be at Terry Houghton’s grotto from
Friday 13 December to Sunday 15th December and is looking forward to
your visit.

Grey bin:
9th/23rd December

Next issue will appear mid-January. Deadline: 9th Jan
Please send items by email to mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk or leave at the Nelson

Weather October 2019
Cool and wet
Although the mean temperature in October was only a
little below the 30-year average it was still the coldest
October since 2012. There were no really warm days or
nights and the highest maximum of 14.2c was the lowest
in October since 2012. The warmest night was on the 1st
with a minimum of 10.3c, the lowest value for the warmest night in October since 2004.
It was another wet month, the wettest October since
2013 and the 5th wettest in the last 42 years. 47.1 mm of
rain on the 25th was the wettest October day since 1998
and the second largest daily fall on record for the month.
The rainfall total to the end of October stands at 1065.8
mm, 126% of average for the first 10 months of the year.
Despite all the rain sunshine was only a little below
average. There were 3 days which were more than 75%
sunny and the 2nd was the sunniest October day since
2007.

It was less windy than average, and the highest gust
recorded on the moor was 49 mph on the 10th.
Dave Evans
Diff’ from Date
or % of
Mean max. temp
Mean min. temp
Highest maximum
Lowest minimum
Total Rainfall
Wettest Day
Days with rain
Total Sunshine
Sunniest Day
Days with no sunshine

average
-1.0
-0.6

11.0
5,8
14.2
1.7
170.9 mm 154%
47.1 mm
24
67.3 hrs
93%
9.4 hrs
8

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, Logs,
Kindling & Firelighters
Quality fuels at unbeatable value
Sam Kitching
Tree surgery - hedge trimming
- stump removal - hedge management - tree trimming - stump
grinding - log sales
Fully Insured

Signal Fuels
01773 747027
07974 434447
07970 215726
Approved coal merchants
Our reputation is glowing

07824 46921

For Sale

Dry Seasoned Logs

Bulk bag: £55
Large net of logs: £2.50
Net of sticks: £2
Phone or text David on
07900481845

Lime Tree Music Centre
Matlock Based Music Services
Instrumental Tuition
Fully Equipped Rehearsal Space
Audio Recording
Free 30 Minute Trial Lesson!
Phone Harry on 07577 754698
Or email: music@ limetreemusiccentre.co.uk
www.limetreemusiccentre.co.uk

4th
29th
25th

2nd

Historic Middleton in photographs

Village Groups Contact List

Ever pondered on the shape of the village early in the 20th Century
and of its housing before large scale demolition took place to extend
the quarry/mine. Would you like a peek in the “Old Green Shed” to
see the men making the WW1 tombstones in 1928?

If you have a group that you’d like to include,
please email us.

A wonderful archive of old photos of Middleton has been unearthed.
John Coles, a professional photographer and former resident has
resurrected them from his archives.
In the 1980/90s we had several exhibitions of old photos in the then
Main Street Chapel. The photos were lent mostly by older residents at
that time, master minded by Edith Taylor, but others turned up out of
the blue.
John photographed the originals and stored the negatives where they
have been collecting dust for the past 30 years or so. Following a letter
from an old friend still in the village, John and his wife Anna recently
dug them out and have carefully restored them. They have compiled
a book of nearly 60 high quality photos of scenes of by-gone Middleton, most of which are not available anywhere else.
The book is available on a non-profit basis to order for £25. Payment
can be made either through PayPal or a cheque in the post. John
Coles can contacted by email at dazzleme@live.co.uk or by post at 44
Stephens Hill, Launceston, Cornwall, PL15 8HR.
We are hoping to place a copy in the Nelson for residents to view.
Angie Corby.

Middleton in Bloom
Secretary: Hilary Casey (820076)
Village Green Committee
Secretary: Dawn Greatorex (356661)
Middleton Community Choir
Annie (0799097075)
Middleton Environment Group
Chair: Rob Stamper
Allotments Committee
Chair: Mike Knott (826075)
Middleton Ladies’ Group
Pam Jones (823920) or Christine Gilmour
(822455)
Steeple Grange Light Railway
Martin Smith:
martinsmith187@tiscali.co.uk
John Cash: jtcpc@supanet.com
Middleton Book Group
Lucy Peacock (820831)
MMBG (Middleton Mountain Bike Group)
www.mmbg.co.uk
Middleton and Wirksworth Wrestling Club
Classes on Monday evenings in the village Hall. Contact Trevor Hoskins (07961
516722)

BIRCHOVER RECLAMATION
Sandyhill Park, off Porter Lane, Middleton, DE4 4LR
T: 01629 828352 / 07376 893923
lee@birchoverreclamation.co.uk
www. birchoverreclamation.co.uk
Walling Stone (coursed & random)
Architectural Stone • Indian Stone
Reclaimed Yorkshire Flags • Cobbles/Setts
Stone Troughs • Old Oak Whisky Barrels
Timber Sleepers • Stone Lintels
Hardwood Logs & Kindling Wood
Reclaimed Bricks

Tots and Tea
Wednesdays 9.30-11am at the Village Hall
during term time
Nelson Arms
Bar and accommodation. Alan and Jane
(825154)
Knit and Natter
In the Nelson on Mondays, 1-3pm, with
Community Luncheon on alternate Mondays. Brenda Hobson 824600
Yoga Classes
Thursday evenings in the village hall. Contact Nicky Mumford 07780 685083

Tots & Tea - Temporary Closure
It’s been over a year since we re-launched Middleton
Playgroup as “Tots & Tea”. We hope that for parents it has
been a friendly safe haven to share their experiences and
for the children to make new friends, whilst exploring fun
activities. Personally, I have loved seeing the lovely personalities of all my favourite little ones come out as they
grow and eventually move on to pre-school or school.
It is therefore with great regret that we have to close Tots
& Tea for owing to storage issues at the Village Hall. Behind the scenes we are working hard to resolve the issue,
but we are unlikely to be up and running before Christmas.
However, rest assured that we will be back early in the
New Year and are looking forward to welcoming all
the children back for lots of learning, fun and laughter.
Indeed, as the seasons our changing, so will we change
Tots & Tea. Jenna Hodgkinson and I would like to introduce sensory play and activities for little babies. This will
involve baby massage, sensory toys, songs accompanied
by different tunes, bubbles, disco lights and parachute.

Sadly, I had to say goodbye to Jackie and Jane who were
always there for me and supported me from the very
beginning, meaning that once we are back, we will be
looking for an extra volunteer. Brenda Hobson is an
absolute godsend, but with attendance gradually increasing, preparing the arts and craft materials beforehand and
running the playgroup on the day takes a lot of effort and
we could use an extra pair of hands. Therefore, if you love
being around children, do let me know.
We will also have to introduce a small charge per child to
help cover the costs of the playgroup. In the meantime,
have a lovely Christmas and we are looking forward to
seeing everyone again in the New Year.
Tots & Tea is held every Wednesday during term-time from
9.30AM till 11.00AM in Middleton Village Hall and is
aimed at 0 – 5 years old children and their parents/carers.
Anna Moerbeek-Baginska
075 307 643 82

Church News: How is Your Manger?
The baby Jesus, our Saviour, was born in a crude building that reeked of animal dung and was placed in a cruel
manger. His welcoming committee consisted of donkeys
and oxen and dirt-poor shepherds. There was nothing
delicate about the surroundings into which our Saviour
was born. The Saviour of the World appeared to us amidst
the dirty oxen of a lowly stable. He appeared amidst the
scandal of an expectant, yet unmarried couple. He knows
what hurts us. Jesus reveals a God who is not indifferent to human agony, a God who reached out to touch
us, a God who fully embraces the human condition, and
plunges into the thick of our human struggle.
In our society today, we guard ourselves to make sure that
no one discovers our weaknesses. We feel that we must
carry around our failures and burdens in a brown paper
bag whose contents are not visible to the rest of the world.
Jesus asks us to lay our burdens down.
Jesus is waiting to be born in your manger. Jesus came to
this earth to deal with our “messy” problems. He loves
to touch our lives. He knows our weaknesses, but Jesus

works most powerfully through our shortcomings. God
loves to work in the difficult and unpleasant situations of
our lives. If we let Him live long enough in the manger
of our life, amidst the oxen of our burdens, we will be
changed.
My prayer for us all this Christmas is that we may remember Jesus - that pearl of great price wrapped in cloths and
lying in a manger.
Please come and join us at two Christmas events. The Village Carol Sing will take place on the Millennium Garden
on Tuesday 17th December at 7pm.
The Christmas Carol service will be in church on Christmas Eve at 7pm and we will be joined by the Middleton
Community Choir.
With my very best wishes for a happy Christmas and
blessed New Year.
David Truby (Team Rector)

MIDDLETON LADIES GROUP

PROGRAMME 2020

All meetings are held in the back room at
The Nelson Arms on the first Thursday of the
month @ 7:30pm unless otherwise stated.
Annual membership is £12 + a £2 fee for the
more expensive activities.
Guests £2.50. New members always welcome.
Contact Pam Jones on 01629 823920 for
further details.
2nd Jan: NO MEETING
6th: Feb Boxing/keep fit with Jill Fower. Raffle something smelly.
5th:March “The World of cheese” An
evening of cheese tasting with Olwyn. Raffle
something to go with cheese.
2nd April: Memories of Middleton and the
ladies group. (Scrap book) Raffle Chocolate.
7th May: “My Derbyshire Life” A talk by
Ashley Franklin. Raffle book or audio.
2nd June: Outing/bus trip.
2nd July: Bring and Share picnic in the Millennium garden. Raffle homemade/home
grown.
6th Aug: Talk by Mig Holder. Raffle scarfs/
fabric.
3rd Sept: Baking with Steve Pepper + Edible
Raffle.
1st Oct: AGM. Bingo quiz = Wrapped Raffle
5th Nov: Cinema Middleton Film night in
the Village Hall. Boozy bottle Raffle.
3rd Dec: Christmas Bring and Share + Secret
Santa

Christmas Lights
Many will have enjoyed the annual switching on of the Christmas Lights, hosted by the Village Green Committee, this year
held on Friday 29 November. Twenty years ago we switched on
the Middleton Christmas Lights for the first time, with electricity
supplied by Sue & Jim, Ann & Mick and Lucy.
This was followed by the wonderful Millennium Night lantern
procession from Rise End to the Green, and after the new Millennium came in with a great Firework Display off Middleton
Moor coming over the Green, put on by late John Fox – a great
friend to us all.
Peter Slack

News from Middleton in Bloom
What another amazing year we have had, winners of Best Village
in the East Midlands in Bloom Competition, including receiving a Gold Award from the judges for our work in developing
wildflower areas. This was followed up by receiving a Silver Gilt
award in the Britain in Bloom national competition later in the
year. A huge thank you to everyone who supported Middleton
in Bloom’s efforts to make sure our portfolio represented the
fantastic community that Middleton is.
Once again, we had successful community events at the Not Yet
May Day Festival and also the Musical Extravaganza and plans
are already afoot for similar events in 2020, so watch this space.
During the past months some of our Group members have resigned and we want to acknowledge the sterling work they have
done over the years which has greatly contributed to Middleton’s
Bloom successes. A huge thank you to Christine Spencer, David
Casey, Brenda Hobson and Pam Jones. We should add that
although they do not attend Middleton in Bloom meetings, they
are still very active in gardening work and supporting community events. If any of you out there want to get involved in supporting a blooming Middleton, please contact Jane at the Nelson
or any of the other group members.
At our last regular meeting we all agreed it was time to take a
break, not from the continuing work in keeping Middleton looking great, including our amazing Millennium Garden, but from
entering the Bloom competitions. We have a large archive of
portfolio information and if any other of the village groups or
organisations would like to take on the role of coordinating the
competition entries we will be pleased to pass on this information as well as any advice we can offer.
All in all, 2019 was another fantastic year and Middleton in
Bloom group look forward to new growth in 2020.
Jane Monaghan

School News
It’s been a very busy few weeks packed with visitors and
families coming into school, and children visiting lots of
super places.
We were joined by Wirksworth Fire Brigade who worked
with our Kingfishers children, to start their Gunpowder
Plot project. The children had a great time learning about
the important role of this vital service.
Owls Class have been learning all about The Bronze,
Stone and Ice ages. The children had a fantastic visit to
Wirksworth Heritage Centre to learn more about these
times, and what our local area was like.
‘It was absolutely brilliant, because we did activities that
were really, really, fun!’ – Dylan.
‘We learnt about the Ice Age and I liked learning about
the woolly rhino’ – Zofia.
‘We met a woolly rhino, called Woolly, who was very
friendly’ - Maddison.

Mia wrote: ‘On Wednesday 6th November our Year 5 and
6 children went to The Quad cinema in Derby. We went
to watch ‘2040’ a new film on climate change and how to
make the future on earth better for 2040. The film was really interesting. We had a live talk to the director after the
film. In the film it showed electric cars and different types
of vehicles.’
‘I enjoyed learning about climate change and everything
we could do to change the world’ - James.
‘It was a really interesting and exciting film, and I’d love to
watch it again!’ – Rory.
‘I thought it was really good because it helped you really
think about what we’re doing to our planet’ – Eva.

We celebrated Bonfire Night with our annually organised Firework Event. It was a super (and thankfully dry
night!), attended by over 200 people. Many thanks go to
our Friends of Middleton. The evening raised over £900,
which school will use to subsidise our forthcoming Pantomime visit, and purchase new books for school.

The class built Stonehenge – a biscuit version!! The
children also produced some super homework linked to
the Stone Age topic. The variety of their work was just
wonderful!

Our School Council and Governors had tea together last
week. They talked through how our school is run and
what works well at our school. We feel it is so important
for our children and Governors to meet, to enable them to
develop and understand their respective roles in the running of school.
Falcons have continued their work based on their class
novel – ‘The London Eye Mystery’. They enhanced this
work by completing some brilliantly creative homework.

Well done goes to our Y5 & 6 Tag Rugby team who were
successful in the first round of this competition, moving
onto the finals, hosted at Lady Manners School in Buxton.
The team played brilliantly and won 2 matches, drew 2
and lost 1. Overall, we finished 6th, out of 9 schools. We
are so proud of our team for getting into another final!
Finally, the children of our School Council wrote to our
families recently ……
‘Superhero Day - We are doing a cake sale that will start
at 2.15pm and end at 4.00pm on 21st November in the
Village Hall. The reason it is a superhero day is because
Riley likes superheroes, and we think he’s a superhero!
Please can you make superhero themed cakes and biscuits
for the day (nut free please). Children can come dressed
as a superhero all day, but must bring in a donation. We
want to raise as much money as we can for Riley, so all are
welcome. Thank you – The School Council’
If there is any way you can support Riley and his family,
please do. I know our community will all pull together to
help as much as we can. Thank you everyone.

The variety of work was wonderful to see, and I am sure
our families enjoyed visiting school to see all this excellent
work.
Each year we are joined by the Rotary Club, who very
kindly donate a dictionary to each of our Year 6 children.
This is a rite of passage for our children, as well as a very
useful resource for them to use. The children were really
excited to see and use their new books. Many thanks go
to the Rotary Club.

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr Dawn Greatorex (chair)
Cllr Peter Slack
Cllr Olwen Wilson
Cllr Glynis Spencer
Cllr Tina Taylor
Parish Clerk: John Rowe
www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk

Tel
01629 356 661
01629 823 359
01629 822701

07717 137526

To reserve a place or more info text Jill on

07838312714
823023
823359

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

823023

Village Hall
For bookings contact Jane
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk

825154

Post Office Opening Times

PJB Projects

At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364
Monday 2pm-4.50pm
Wednesday 2pm-4.50pm
Thursday 9am-11.50pm

Groundwork and Construction
Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths,
extensions, garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing & stonewalling

Parish Council Meetings
Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.30pm on the second Monday of each month (except
August) in the Committee Room of the Village Hall. Members of the public are welcome to
attend meetings and to raise concerns or make representations to the Council during the
Public Participation section of the meeting.

15 years experience.
Fully Qualified and Insured.
Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price
07977 240223

M J Petts
Plumbing & Heating

Police
Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
PCSO 4413 Sue Lester suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk

820831
822601
824655

Free Range Eggs

Paws on Paths

Free range eggs £2.40 per
dozen. Can deliver in the
village.

Dog walking services
Middleton Enhanced CRB,
specially adapted vehicle
Tel. Michael Kitching
07982806741

Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219

At Middleton Village Hall
Fridays 6.30-7.30pm
£5 per session or £45 for 10 sessions

07976 158076 or find me on Facebook
@thefitnessshedwithjill

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Elisa McDonagh
elisa.mcdonagh@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

Village Pump Editors
Lucy Peacock
John Sedgwick
Rob Rawlinson
Anna Clark

LADIES BOX-FIT

Installation – Service –
Repair
07580 457426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk
Gas Safe Registered - 551336

Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons
Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar,
Piano / keyboard.

Advertise here
from £2.50 per issue
Contact
mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk
for details

Installers of cavity wall and
loft insulation; also loft ladders
and boarding

Enhanced DBS. All ages welcome,
beginners or improvers.
Competitive rates and discounted
bundles available.

01629 824595
07802 845223
www.dsinsulations.co.uk

Tel: 07855812753 or
email ellenfostermusic@gmail.com

