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Dates
Every Sunday
Pub quiz in the Nelson, 9pm start.
Saturday Oct 5th
Live at the Nelson: Lil Jim
Live at the Sun: Lacey Fields
Saturday Oct 12th
Live at the Rising Sun: Paul Tabor
Saturday Oct 26th
Cinema Middleton: Fantastic
Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald
Sunday Oct 27th
Community Walk - 10am from the
Village Green
Saturday Nov 2nd
Live at the Nelson: Mat Williams
Saturday Nov 9th
Live at the Nelson: Tommy James
Friday Nov 15th
Live at the Nelson: Poems & Gypsy
Jazz, Tickets £6

Bin Days
Blue bin/green bin:
October 7th / 21st,
November 4th

Rise End Phone Box
The current theme in the ‘Phone Box is Harvest around the World. Whilst
our friendly scarecrow is obviously demonstrating a local celebration there
is information about several other examples. These are often based on old,
even ancient customs.
Harvest celebrations are also a reminder of how lucky some are and for this
we give thanks. However, it is also a salutary reminder of those who have
nothing to harvest or celebrate.
Hope you take time to look and reflect.
- The ‘Phone Box Duo

Grey bin:
October 14th / 28th

Church News
Harvest is one of the occasions in the year when we
tend to think in terms of tradition.
We love to hear the
traditional hymns associated with the festival. The smell
of fruit and flowers in church are profoundly evocative,
and for rural communities harvest is an important
“marker” in the year, like Christmas and Easter.
Remembrance, too, is one such ‘marker’, and the two
festivals are linked by one thing; gratitude. It’s a word
which doesn’t get used much. We are so used to having
things ‘on demand’ that thankfulness for what we have
drops far down our list of things to think about.
We are living in strange and challenging times, and as I
write this, we are still no nearer being clear about what
will happen as far as ‘Brexit’ is concerned. Whatever you
think or feel about the matter, there can be no denying
that the security that we once took for granted is fading
away. Add to that concerns over climate change and we
have a mixture of concerns that can increase levels of
anxiety.
Festivals such as Harvest, Remembrance, and Christmas
remind us that there is something other than just the
immediate concerns of issues such as Brexit which have
to be worked through one way or another. They stand
for continuity and remind us that there is something else
for us to reflect upon than the political battles that we
currently face.

The National Stone Centre on Porter Lane in Middleton
is a popular local attraction for visitors and locals alike.
We are a charity and rely entirely on our volunteers to
keep the centre open. Volunteers get involved in site
maintenance, gardening, general DIY and serving in
our ever-popular shop. Some act as guides, showing
groups of visitors around the site and others lead
educational sessions with primary school children.
Some help with IT, the website and producing
information leaflets.
On the 50-acre site, we have the Geo Trail where
visitors can stroll around and see the Millennium Wall,
which is a collection of dry-stone walls from all over the
UK, a late 18th Century limekiln, a 200-year-old lead
mine and a 300-million-year-old fossil bed. We have
activities to suit all ages, including gem panning and
fossil casting, courses in dry stone walling and stone

We are thankful to God that there is food on the table and
that there are people who are out in the fields and on
our farms day after day. We are thankful that there were
men and women who were prepared to risk their lives
and even lose it for the sake of their loved ones. We can
be grateful that God came to be with us in the person
of Jesus Christ, who shows us that today has worries
enough of its own; that we should simply be thankful for
the gift of life and the wonder of creation.
Come and join us both at the Harvest service on 6th
October at 6pm and Remembrance Sunday (November
10th at 2.30) and be thankful.
With every blessing
Canon David Truby (Wirksworth Team Ministry)
PS. CHURCH IS IN NEED OF SOMEONE TO HELP US
WITH MANAGING OF OUR ACCOUNTS. IF ANYONE
HAS BOOK KEEPING SKILLS AND WOULD BE WILLING
TO OFFER SOME VOLUNTARY TIME PLEASE CONTACT
ME ON 01629 822858
Additional note from Rob Rawlinson: The Middleton
Community Choir will be leading the singing at the
Harvest Service on 6th October.
To join the choir, please call Annie on 07990970853

carving. In our Discovery Centre we have an exhibition
telling the story of stone and the Rock Shop where we
sell rock and mineral products from all over the world.
There is a large room used for various activities by
schools, the local community and visitors. And for meals
and refreshments the Blue Lagoon Café is on site, which
is privately run.
We really need your help as a local volunteer so if you
could spare any time at all, even an hour or two, to get
involved in any way, it would be great to see you.
Please give us a call on 01629 824833, email us at
nsc@nationalstonecentre.org.uk or just drop by for a
chat. If you wish to learn more about us you can visit our
website www.nationalstonecentre.org.uk
– Lesley Cooke

Mines and Lead Veins around the northern end of Middleton by Wirksworth:
a challenging subject, as the area is riddled with shafts
and mine workings.
Documents dated 1700-1705 refer to a “strong gulf
of shale” to the north of Wirksworth of around 100ft
thickness, and to a “perched“ water table due to
volcanic rock and shale formations within its topology. A
gulph showing on a Barmasters map of 1899 intersects
Stitchen Vein in the area beneath Terry Houghton’s
property on the Green, heading south toward the
Methodist Chapel. Stitchen Vein itself takes the route
under, or close to, the Nelson Arms - handy should we
burrow through from Terry’s shaft. It then skirts the old
Duke of Wellington pub before reaching Stitchen Mine
itself. Mine workings are evident as the vein continues
toward Dene Quarry. A large shaft covered with railway
sleepers can be seen near Longload Lane.

Hole Mine, now largely obliterated by Middleton Mine.
An Interesting tour of an 1830 lead mine can be taken in
the Goodluck Mine with a knowledgeable guide to show
you around and point out various points of interest. You
only require warm clothing and boots or wellys: lamps
and helmets will be provided. (A small donation toward
the upkeep of the mine is appreciated.)
Contact Mr David Barrie 0780832460 Website www.goodluckmine.org
email: andy.beardmore@ntlworld.com
- Andy Beardmore
Image: Rob Rawlinson

Many village inhabitants will be aware of shafts or
workings near their homes. A few mine/ vein names
I have come across are Heastas Baulks, Josephs
Venture, and Magpie, heading toward Longload Lane
from the vicarage; Hope, in the area of Nelson Close;
Croft Mine situated on the hillside opposite Chapel
Lane; Flowery and Slacks Venture, within the fields
to the north east of the school, Buckleys Founder
trending toward Croft Mine from Water Lane; and
to the north of the village, Snake Mine, to the west
of Lowes Marble Works. Some others in the vicinity
include Nestar, Nog Mine and Portobello Mine.
There are of course mines to the south of The Rising
Sun trending beneath the High Peak Trail as well as to
the north skirting the Via Gellia, with passages heading
under the village. Goodluck Lead Mine is an example,
with one such level heading in the direction of Bondog

Dry Seasoned Logs
For Sale
Bulk bag: £55
Large net of logs: £2.50
Net of sticks: £2
Phone or text David on
07900481845

Paws on Paths
Dog walking services.
Middleton Enhanced CRB. spcially
adapted vehicle.
Tel. Michael Kitching
07982806741

Sam Kitching
Tree surgery - hedge trimming
- stump removal - hedge
management - tree trimming stump grinding - log sales
Fully Insured
07824 469219

Weather from Dave Evans: Aug 2019 - Wet but Warm & Sunny
It was the warmest August since 2004. The 28.2°C
recorded on the 25th was the hottest August day since
2003, and the hottest late August day since local records
began in 1963.

The month was also windier than average, the windiest
August since 2010, and the highest gust of 58 mph on the
10th was the highest on record in August.
The summer of 2019 (June to August) was the 9th warmest
and the 4th wettest in the last 42 years. Apart from last year
it was the warmest summer since 2006. It was the wettest
summer since 2012 and was also the first summer in the
last 56 years when all three summer months have recorded
more than 100 mm of rain. Sunshine was close to average
with a dull June compensated by relatively sunny weather
in July and August.

It was also a wet month - the wettest August since 2014,
with 33.5 mm recorded on the 16th being the wettest
day in August since the 9th in 2004 when 75.1 mm was
recorded. The rainfall total for the first eight months of the
year is 733.4 mm, 112% of average.
Despite the wet weather, sunshine was above average
and the sunniest August since 2003, though this is more
a reflection on how many dull Augusts there have been in
recent years.

Diff’ from, or % of, average
Mean maximum temp

12.2 C

+1.0 C

Mean minimum temp

20 C

+0.9 C

Date

Highest maximum

28.2 C

25th

Lowest minimum

8.0 C

12th

Total Rainfall

106.5 mm

Wettest Day

33.5 mm

Days with rain

17

Total Sunshine

195.8 hrs

Sunniest Day

13.3 hrs

Days with no sunshine

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, Logs,
Kindling & Firelighters

Minidigger & driver, drives,
dropped kerbs, paths, extensions,
garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing &
stonewalling.

Quality fuels at unbeatable value.

Call Phil for a free estimate at a
realistic price.
07977 240223

16th

133%
14th

3

PJB Projects
Groundwork & Construction

15 years experience.
Fully Qualified & Insured.

134%

Signal Fuels
01773 747027
07974 434447
07970 215726
Approved coal merchants.
Our Reputation is Glowing

Lime Tree Music Centre
Matlock Based Music Services
Instrumental Tuition
Fully Equipped Rehearsal Space
Audio Recording
Free 30 Minute Trial Lesson!
Phone Harry on 07577 754698
Or email: music@
limetreemusiccentre.co.uk
www.limetreemusiccentre.co.uk

Middleton Community Primary – September School News
We’ve had a great start to the autumn term. We were met
with 95 happy faces at the start of term, after a lovely,
sunny six weeks holiday.
All the staff and Governors have been spending time
refreshing our Safeguarding knowledge. At our school,
children’s safety is of the highest importance and we all
want to make sure we have the most up to date information
to aide our practice and procedures.
During October we will be taking part in Young Minds Day,
which is a charity that focuses on children’s mental health.
On the 10th we will be encouraging all our children and
staff to wear yellow - whether they choose a subtle splash
of colour or dress like sunshine from head-to-toe. Together
we can show young people with mental health issues that
they’re not alone.
Our Friends of Middleton have been busy over the summer
and have already planned two events for the autumn term.
On the 4th October, our children will be enjoying a fantastic
Autumn Disco, and on the 8th November, we will once
again be holding our annual Firework Event. Tickets will be
on sale shortly for our Bonfire Night celebrations – we hope
you can join us!

Sixteen new Reception children have started at this year
(one of our biggest year groups!) We invited our new
families to join us for a ‘Stay and Play’ session and we
hope they enjoyed finding out about what their children
have been doing in school, and getting to know our school
a little better. It is lovely to see so many new and familiar
families joining us.
We have lots of great plans for the term ahead. We will
be involved in more sport with our children playing in the
Mini-Soccer and Tag Rugby tournaments at the Anthony
Gell School; and as a member of COGS (Cluster of Gell
Schools) we will be once again be joining with all schools
for our Autumn Cluster Parliament session.
I’m sure it’s going to be another really good year for our
school, and look forward to telling you all about it!
- Head teacher Alison Dugdale
Philip Reeve
Painter & Decorator
Interior & Exterior
Free Estimate
07856045718

Middleton Ladies Group
Almost all the Ladies Group arrived for our September
meeting - aprons on and carrying a bowl and spoon,
very pleased to be baking with Steve Pepper (AKA Paul
Hollywood of Middleton). Steve shared his popular recipe
for Homity pie, but was also keen to hear the other ‘varied’
recipes suggested by some of the ladies. Steve also
gave us great ideas for turning “that last bit of pastry” into
something delicious. It was definitely food for thought, plus
we all sampled his little homity tartlets, and took our own
pies home to cook. Aside from the baking Steve was very
entertaining with so many anecdotes of his time learning
his craft especially from his mum: Dorothy made sure he
got his facts right! It’s always a night full of laughter and
love when we bake with Steve.
October is our A.G.M - never a boring meeting and can be
quite funny when we reflect on the previous year and plan
our future programme. This is followed with a Quiz ...which

causes much laughter and sometimes controversy. Ladies
beware, I have a good one for this October and yes, it’s
an easy one!! For Ladies looking for a good evening out
come and join us. Always the first Thursday of every month
in the back room of the Nelson at 7-30p.m. The Annual
fee is £12, for which you get 12 months of entertainment/
laughter/sometimes learning a new craft or pastime /and an
outing, but above all, Friendship. Please come and see for
yourself.
PS. It’s now confirmed that our meeting in November will
be in the Village Hall, where in conjunction with Cinema
Middleton we are screening Danny Boyle’s film Yesterday
– ‘Yesterday everyone knew the Beatles. Today, only Jack
remembers their songs. He’s about to become a very big
deal.’
Entrance £4. There will be a raffle. BYO bar, as last year.
- Pam Jones

Fitness with Steph

Funding Surgery
for Derbyshire Dales Sports
Clubs or Community Group

The Monday Evening fitness group is now moving back
inside, so what better way to spend a Monday evening.
Suitable for all abilities, cost £4 per session.

•

Tuesday morning jog group is a friendly group, catering
for everyone and very supportive of beginners, cost £2
per session.
Many thanks
Steph
Steph Spencer 07974 029156
Monday evening fitness class 8.15-9.15pm in the school
room, Chapel Lane
Tuesday morning jog group 9 -10am, meet at Village Hall

Would you like advice on funding and grants for your
Sports Club?
• Are you part of a Community Group that delivers a
project about being physically active?
• Perhaps you have an idea for a project that promotes
being physically active?
Why not book an advice session with Edwina Archer; she
is the Funding Lead at Active Derbyshire and is offering
half-hour one-to-one advice sessions in Wirksworth.
Date:
Time:
Where:

Tuesday 1st October
11:45 – 15:15
Wirksworth Memorial Hall, St John’s Street, 		
Wirksworth, DE4 4DS

Sessions are free to all participants.
Organised by Derbyshire Dales CVS, you can book your
place by emailing enquiries@ddcvs.org.uk or calling
01629 812154

Addendum
Jimmy Thompson’s excellent photograph of Don
Phillips and Terry Houghton in Terry’s new straw
house, which featured in the last edition of the Pump,

was not credited to him. Apologies for that Jimmy.
Keep the photographs coming.

A Year in the Life of Cinema Middleton
We want to celebrate a successful inaugural year of
the cinema in Middleton and thank everybody who
has supported the cinema and hope you will continue
to come and see some, or all of the films that are
planned for the next six months. We have shown a
cross-section of films during the year, mostly popular
box-office successes: the planning of the films is
tricky, as we know we are not going to “please all
of the people, all of the time”. That said we have
received a lot of very positive comments, including:
‘It’s a really nice social occasion for the village’; ‘I am
made to feel very welcome when I come on my own’;
‘the bar is great’; and, ‘It’s a great village resource’.
We are able to support specific films for any of our
local community groups. Please contact us via the
cinema phone on 07565 905021, if you would like to
chat about this.

On top of our scheduled Autumn programme:
26 October, Fantastic Beasts – The Crimes of
Grindelwald;
16 November, Fisherman’s Friends;
14 December, Stan and Ollie, we are planning to
show Yesterday on Thursday 7 November 2019 at
7.30pm and The Lion King on Saturday 28 December
2019 at 2.00pm.
Films planned for 2020 include: Rocketman,
Downton, and The Green Book - more information in a
later edition of The Pump.
The cinema group have worked very hard to achieve
this great resource for the village. Although it has
been a big learning curve for us, we’ll endeavour
to continue providing the village with an enjoyable
programme of entertainment.
- Sue Stockwell

Nearly time for Midfolk 2019
Just a reminder of the musical delights awaiting us all
at Midfolk 2019, which will be five days of music and
merriment starting with a Folk Session at The Nelson Arms
on Wednesday 16th October.
Thursday evening, starting at 8.00pm will see Spindrift
and Robyn Wallis Johnson providing a evening of quality
entertainment at The Nelson Arms.
On Friday the 18th we have a change of venue.
Whatapalava will perform for a Barn Dance, Tickets: £7
each. This will be an opportunity for all you Fitbit wearers
to get in your 10,000 steps without leaving the Village Hall.
Don’t be put off if your steps target is a lot lower than that,
there will be chairs and also a licensed bar.
Saturday 19th sees a day of two halves. From 2.00pm
at the Village Hall there is a fantastic programme of
local artists topped off with a headline performance by
Stanley Accrington. Stanley is a magnificently funny
singer, songwriter, poet and guitarist. One of the finest
comedic singer - songwriters on the folk scene, expect
the silly, the very silly and an afternoon of mirth. Tickets
for this event are £10 and there will be a festival cafe
throughout the event.

Saturday evening has been well advertised and the
performers are all top class. The evening begins with
Careen, roughly described as folk but drawing on a
wide range of influences, definitely not trad. Careen will
be followed by Rory McLeod who is a modern travelling
troubadour and a multi- instrumentalist who will not
disappoint. The evening finishes off with Emily Sanders,
Chris Sherburn and Denny Bartley. This trio promises to
make sure Midfolk 2019 will not be forgotten. Tickets for
the evening performance are £18
Midfolk comes to a close with a superb afternoon of
music at The Nelson Arms on Sunday the 20th. Invited
guest performing are Brian Boothby, Space McQuirk,
Deborah Short and Tony Stark and a lively finale by Jack’s
Rake. Throughout the afternoon Black Pig Morris will be
performing outside the pub and if you haven’t seen these
guys...and girls ... you are in for a real treat.
So even if you only make one of the events, give yourself a
magic moment and join in with Midfolk 2019, Middleton’s
festival of fine music!
All tickets are available at The Nelson Arms, call Jane on
01629-825154

LADIES BOXING FIT
BIRCHOVER RECLAMATION
Sandyhill Park, off Porter Lane, Middleton,
DE4 4LR
T: 01629 828352 / 07376 893923
lee@birchoverreclamation.co.uk
www. birchoverreclamation.co.uk
Walling Stone (coursed & random)
Architectural Stone • Indian Stone
Reclaimed Yorkshire Flags • Cobbles/Setts
Stone Troughs • Stone Planters
Timber Sleepers • Stone Bird Tables •
Customised Fireplaces • Reclaimed Bricks

Great fitness and strength workout for the
whole-body using gloves and pads. GOOD
FUN, suitable for all levels. All equipment
provided. Just wear some comfortable
clothes, bring a towel and some water.
Come and try a free taster session at
Middleton Village Hall on Tues. 22nd
October 7-8pm
Places are limited so please call or text Jill
on 07976 158076 to reserve a place or get
info.
GIVE IT A GO, YOU WON’T KNOW UNTIL
YOU’VE TRIED!

Parish Councillors
Cllr Dawn Greatorex (Chair)

01629 356 661

Cllr Peter Slack

01629 823 359

Cllr Olwen Wilson

01629 822 701

Cllr Glynis Spencer
Cllr Tina Taylor
Parish Clerk: John Rowe

07717 137526

www.middletonbywirskworth-pc.gov.uk

MP for Derbyshire Dales
RT. HON. PATRICK McLOUGHLIN
Member of Parliament
You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk
Regular Advice Bureaux
Call for Details: 0207 2193511
“Working for Derbyshire Dales”

District Councillors
Elisa McDonagh

07838312714

Mike Ratcliffe
47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

01629 823 023

Peter Slack
31 Chapel Lane, Middleton

01629 823 359

elisa.mcdonagh@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

M J Petts
Plumbing & Heating
Installation - Service - Repair

07580 457 426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk

Gas Safe Registered - 551336

peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

County Councillors
Irene Ratcliffe
47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

01629 823 023

Free Range Eggs
£2.40/dozen
Can deliver in the village
Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219

irene.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

Village Hall
For bookings contact Jane Monaghan: 01629 822 511
Village Hall Website: www.middletonvh.org.uk

Post Office Opening Times

At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364
Monday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-12pm

Parish Council Meetings

Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.30pm on the second Monday
of each month (except August) in the Committee Room of the
Village Hall. Members of the public are welcome to attend
meetings and to raise concerns or make representations to the
Council during the Public Participation section of the meeting.

Police

Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
PCSO 4413 Sue Lester: suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.
police.uk

Village Pump Editors
Lucy Peacock 820831
John Sedgwick 822601
Rob Rawlinson 824655
anna@bluntcrayon.com

Please send items by email to mail@
middletonvillagepump.co.uk or leave
at the Nelson

Installers of cavity wall and loft insulation
also loft ladders and boarding

01629 824595
07802 845223

www.dsinsulations.co.uk

Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons
Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar, Piano / Keyboard.
Enhanced DBS.
All ages welcome, beginners or improvers.
Competitive rates and discounted bundles available.
Tel. 07855812753 or
Email: ellenfostermusic@gmail.com

