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Dates
Every Sunday
Pub quiz in the Nelson, starts 9 pm
prompt.
Saturday 4th May
Live at the Rising Sun:
Lester and the Bee
Live at the Nelson:
Left Hand Drive
Sunday May 5th
Karaoke at the Rising Sun
Wednesday 15th May
Folk Jam at the Nelson
Saturday 18th May
Cinema Middleton: Secret
Screening Family Fun - 3:00pm
Cinema Middleton: Mission
Impossible - 7:30pm
Saturday 25th May
Live at the Nelson: Hattie Hatstar

Middleton Remembers
Do you have any family stories, photographs or memorabilia relating to
Middleton during World War? Are you interested in researching what life was
like in Middleton in the years immediately after the First World War?
If so, come along to the next meeting of the
Middleton Remembers Research Project
Thursday 9 May 10.30 am – 12 noon
The Nelson Family Room
All welcome – Find out more over tea, and biscuits
To confirm attendance or find out more, contact Lucy Godfrey, Heritage
Researcher: Mobile 07793 117285 Email researchmiddleton@gmail.com
Middleton Remembers is being co-ordinated by Middleton Parish Council.
Funding has been secured from Heritage Lottery Fund, Tarmac Landfill
Communities Fund, County and District Councillors’ Local Community Fund,
Charity Plant Sales

Sunday 26th May
Community Walk - 10 am from the
Village Green
Friday 7th June
Live at the Rising Sun: Paul Tabor
Saturday 15th June
Live at the Rising Sun: ziPt

Bin Days
Blue bin/green bin:
Tue 7th / Mon 20th May / 3rd June
Grey bin:
13th / 28th May
Please send items by email to
mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk
or leave at the Nelson

Middleton Community Primary – April School News
Falcons Class have continued to develop their
understanding of life in wartime. They completed
projects at home to show how people lived during the
wars. The creativity they have shown has been fantastic,
all the projects were so original! Working with our
families and the community to mark the anniversary of
WW1 has been invaluable, and the children will continue
to develop their understanding through Records Office
workshops and a visit to the Imperial War Museum in
Manchester in June.

Dry Seasoned Logs
For Sale
Bulk bag: £55
Large net of logs: £2.50
Net of sticks: £2
Phone or text David on
07900481845

We hope to be holding a Community Tea Party on the
12th July to share the work the children have been
doing in school with our local residents. We’d also like a
chance to say thank you for including us in the National
Lottery Heritage World War 1 Project, and enabling us
take part in these excellent learning experiences.

Paws on Paths
Dog walking services.
Middleton Enhanced CRB. spcially
adapted vehicle.
Tel. Michael Kitching
07982806741

Sam Kitching
Tree surgery - hedge trimming
- stump removal - hedge
management - tree trimming stump grinding - log sales
Fully Insured
07824 469219

Church News
We shouldn’t need a 16 year old Swedish school girl
to remind us of the biggest challenge facing humanity.
There’s enough scientific evidence and the enthusiasm
of people like David Attenborough and Chris Packham
to make very clear that carbon emissions and climate
change are a threat to all our futures. Yet perhaps the plain
speaking and sheer determination of Greta Thunberg has
brought the truth home as only children can. More locally,
on Good Friday, I was working with groups of under sevens
at a Wirksworth churches event, and, when I asked if there
was anything happening in the world that they wanted
to pray about, the immediate response was: “the earth”,
“animals dying out”, and “plastic in the sea”! Those of us
who are older risk losing that enthusiasm and determination
which is essential if we are to tackle what Greta rightly
calls an “existential threat”. Yet locally our children and
grandchildren are aware of the risks and want to see all
of us change our life styles to reduce carbon emissions,
cut back on plastic and reduce our waste of the earth’s
resources. It’s good that our local school here in Middleton
is committed to raising awareness and improving children’s
understanding of precisely these issues. During May,
Middleton’s “Forest School” groups will be undertaking
surveys in Holy Trinity churchyard, spotting and drawing
wildflowers, watching for bees and butterflies, checking on
the bird population and working out what helps bring the
wildlife back.
This is all part of Holy Trinity’s determination to become
an Eco Church and it’s been good that members of the
local community have offered help with this. Can I mention
some specific needs please: we want to set up several bird
feeders, some nest boxes and a hedgehog “hotel”. Does
anyone have “spare” clean feeders or nest boxes they
might donate, or would you like to offer to pay for one of
the nest boxes which the older children at school will make
for us? Would you be willing to help occasionally over the
summer with checking the wildflower areas, raking grass
cuttings off the mown areas, or with autumn strimming of
the areas left clear for flowers? Get in touch with me if you
are interested (01629 824549).

We had a lively Easter at Holy Trinity with an All Age Service
on Easter Day when the children helped David and me with
a service about Easter Eggs and flowers. They created
an Easter garden which you can see in the photo below.
Our “Friends of Holy Trinity” scheme is underway and we
welcome the financial and practical support of community
members in keeping our building up to scratch. The church
will again be open and catering for visitors on Saturday
June 8th for “Open Gardens”. On Saturday 22nd June we
will be holding another delightful classical guitar concert
for a summer evening with Jonathon Priestley to which all
are invited. Looking ahead, we have some special services
coming up: on the 16th June, which is Trinity Sunday, we
will have a special afternoon service at 4 p.m. to celebrate
our church and its place in the Middleton community – all
are welcome and there will be tea afterwards. On July 7th,
we will have a special service to celebrate baptism and
the children of our village. If you had a child or grandchild
baptised at Holy Trinity in recent years, we’d love to see
you. And remember: listen to what our children are telling
us. To protect our planet and for the survival of humanity,
things have to change and we are the ones to do it!
- Peter Lewis
Reader at Holy Trinity Church

Weather: March 2019 - Full wet first half, sunny second half
March was a month of contrasting halves. The first half
was dull, windy and wet and the second half was dry,
quiet and sunny.
The first half of the month was exceptionally wet with
137.6 mm of rain recorded, easily the wettest first half
of March on record and the third wettest first half of any
month in the last 55 years. The only months with more
rain in the first half were August 2004 and June 2012 with
147.8 and 148.1 mm respectively. All but 0.4 mm of the
rain in March fell in the first 18 days. The rainfall total for
the first quarter of the year is 257.8 mm, 94% of the 30year average.

It was the sunniest March since 2012 thanks to a sunny
second half. The first 16 days recorded 42.9 hrs of
sunshine and the last 15 days 82.5 hrs. There were 9
days with more than 75% of the possible amount of
sunshine, 7 of them in the second half of the month.
Gales were frequent in the first half of the month and
the mean speed for the first 16 days was 22.6 mph on
the moor, compared to 10.5 mph for the last 15 days.
The highest gust recorded was 76 mph on the 13th,
the highest in March since 2008 when 83 mph was
recorded.

Diff’ from, or % of, average

Date

Mean maximum temp

9.5 C

+1.5 C

Mean minimum temp

3.1 C

+1.4 C

Highest maximum

15.9 C

20th

Lowest minimum

-0.1 C

10th

Total Rainfall

155.2 mm

Wettest Day

26.1 mm

Days with rain

19

Total Sunshine

125.4 hrs

Sunniest Day

10.6 hrs

Days with no sunshine

2

PJB Projects
Groundwork & Construction
Minidigger & driver, drives,
dropped kerbs, paths, extensions,
garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing &
stonewalling.
15 years experience.
Fully Qualified & Insured.
Call Phil for a free estimate at a
realistic price.
07977 240223

181%
5th

135%
29th

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, Logs,
Kindling & Firelighters

Philip Reeve
Painter & Decorator

Quality fuels at unbeatable value.

Interior & Exterior
Free Estimate

Signal Fuels
01773 747027
07974 434447
07970 215726
Approved coal merchants.
Our Reputation is Glowing

07856045718

Christian Aid Week May 12th to 18th
There is an envelope in your village pump because it’s
that time of year again when Christian Aid have their
National appeal.
Middleton people have been amazingly generous over
the years with last year giving over £550. Volunteers in
Wirksworth and District collected over £6000. All the
money from Christian Aid Week in 2018 went to help
rebuild homes and communities after the devastating
earthquake and hurricanes in Haiti.

If your envelope is not collected, there is a collection
point at the Nelson. You could also drop your envelope
off with one of the team of volunteers: Christine Kinder,
Peter Slack, Sue Stevenson, Anne Oldak, Michael
Farnsworth, Lynda Wooley, Brenda Hobson.

This year the focus is on improving maternal health
in Sierra Leone, the world’s most dangerous place to
give birth. More information can be found on www.
christianaid.org.uk

May I take this opportunity to thank the stalwart
volunteers.

Christian Aid Week begins with a United Service at the
URC in Wirksworth on May 12th at 6pm. All are very
welcome.

- Anne Oldak

News from Middleton Parish Council - 100 years ago
May 26th 1919
In reply to a letter from the County Clerk re Destruction of
Rats, it was resolved that Mr Wm Gratton be appointed
to issue warrants for the Parish thereby adopting the
scheme as put forward by the County Council the price
fixed by the Council for each rat presented (with tail
intact) being 2d.
Correspondence was put before the Council re the
Housing Question from the Medical Officer of Health.
After consideration … it was resolved to reply to the
following effect.

Sounds Right Phonics
Reading skills classes for children aged 1-4 Letter
sounds, fine and gross motor skills, and FUN!
Monday mornings @ the stone centre
Tuesday mornings @ The Imperial Rooms Matlock.
www.soundsrightphonicsclasses.co.uk
Or email
lindsay@soundsrightphonicsclasses.co.uk

That the Council is of the opinion that additional houses
are necessary in the Parish to the extent of 12, with a
view to affording more and better accommodation and
checking overcrowding.
With regards to the site, the following was suggested
as being the most suitable. The land opposite the Cooperative Society Premises, recently taken over by the
Ecclesiastical Comm as Glebe Land or the land known
as Stile Croft belonging to Mr Chas Spencer Sen of Main
St, making note of the profitability of the site needing the
necessity of a New Road being constructed as a means
of approach to same.

Middleton Summer Concert
Middleton choir, joined by AGS Urban choir, and
musicians from the locality will be appearing at the
Village Hall on Friday 7th June 2019 at 7pm. It will be
an entertaining evening of music, fun and laughter.
There will be a bar with wine, beer and soft drinks.
Tickets from Middleton Choir members and AGS
(Anthony Gell School Reception).
£4 adults. Under 16 years £2.
Please support this fun event.

Steeple Grange Light Railway Needs Volunteers!
The S.G.L.R. started carrying passengers in 1990 and
29 years later we’re just embarking on our first season
running right though to Middleton. Hopefully soon after
you read this we will have inserted a gate in the wall
just below the Derbyshire Wildlife Trust offices and
passengers will be able to reach our station nearby along
the pathway we’ve been building recently.
A few of the original people who started the railway all
those years ago are still involved, and of course we’ve
picked up new volunteers in the intervening period. But
we need more; we’re pretty much at full stretch trying to
run the line now. Perhaps you would consider joining us?
There are no more than twenty active volunteers, and
we rarely get that many together at any one time.
Therefore the scope for taking on a significant role at
the railway is very high, but equally we are happy to
have people who don’t want to get in too deep. You
don’t need to be a railway enthusiast, it’s much more
important to enjoy meeting and talking to people, as
most of our passengers are visitors to the area and
interested to learn more about it. You have to be 14
years of age at least, and train guarding and driving
can only be done by those over 18 years. There is
no upper age limit – one of our regular volunteers is
85 years old! You need to become a member of the
S.G.L.R. Society (adult rate £11 p.a.). It goes without
saying that we welcome both men and women.
There are any number of jobs to be done. Obviously
we need drivers, guards, staff to sell tickets and serve

refreshments, and people to maintain the track and the
rolling stock. But also there is lots to do looking after the
buildings and the land the line runs on, stone-walling and
so on, and there is also the administrative side of running
the railway to deal with. You aren’t confined to one activity,
the vast majority of our volunteers gladly multi-task. A
number of them also take a keen interest in wild flowers,
geology, and local history and their knowledge all helps to
give our visitors an interesting time.
The railway is open to the public on Sundays from Easter
to the end of September; we also run on Saturdays and
Mondays on bank holiday weekends, and Saturdays
in July and August. Just before Christmas we spend a
Saturday and a Sunday running our very busy Santa
Specials, which attract many local families. Through the
winter period we continue meeting on Sundays to work
on the line in all sorts of ways, and we also meet on
Thursdays throughout the year for the same purpose. But
we don’t expect our volunteers to commit to attending
on every occasion; it’s up to the individual concerned to
decide how much they can do.
Please have a think about it. With such a small group
you’ll be sure to fit in. Just call in at the railway on a
Thursday or a Sunday and have a chat with us or, if you
prefer, email martinsmith187@tiscali.co.uk or
timjeffcoat@hotmail.com and we can answer any
questions you may have.
- Tim Jeffcoat

Assistant needed for Tots & Tea Playgroup
It has been over a year since we relaunched the weekly Middleton Playgroup
as “Tots & Tea” and we have introduced
lots of changes since.
Every week there is now play-time, crafts
activities, nibbles, sing-along and much
more – not to mention special activities for
special days like when Santa brought us a surprise visit
during our Christmas party, with presents and a bouncy
castle and all. We have also started to replace the old toys
with new ones and the mugs and utensils for children and
carers.

As a result, more and more children are attending,
including from surrounding villages. This is good for the
playgroup and for Middleton, but it also means that it
involves more and more work, which at times is difficult as
I have three young children of my own. Therefore, we are
looking for a reliable person to assist Brenda and myself
on a weekly basis during term-time.
This will involve setting up before hand, welcoming
children and their carers, helping with the activities,
keeping an eye out on everything, handing out food and
drinks and tidying up afterwards. It would be ideal to have
a volunteer who could also help with preparing the crafts
activities in the days before, as we pride ourselves on
our crafts but with 15-odd children attending, preparation
takes a lot of time.
With such a beautiful venue like our Village Hall we have
much to offer to children and we would like to actively
start advertising in the surrounding villages as well, but
we cannot do so without an extra pair of hands. If this is
of interest, please give me a call or visit me in Mount Zion
and we can have a chat on how we could make things
work.
Tots & Tea is held every Wednesday during term-time
from 9.30am till 11.00am in Middleton Village Hall and is
aimed at 0 – 5 year old children and their parents/carers.
- Anna Baginska – 075 307 643 82

Middleton Cleans Up
A Big Thank-you to all who turned up to support The
Great British Spring Clean in Middleton. We had a
wonderful turnout of 15 enthusiastic volunteers and not
forgetting Sebastian the dog. On Easter Saturday we
managed to litter pick all 4 roads leading into the village
with a haul of 19 bags of rubbish. Thank-you to Hilary,
David, Ian, Olwyn, Leon, Rob, Helen, Sandy, Marie,
Joan, Lucy, Nathan, Linda, Rob, Carole and of course
Sebastian. All were rewarded at the end of a very hot
morning with an Easter Egg.

Parish Councillors
Cllr Dawn Greatorex (Chair)

01629 356 661

Cllr Peter Slack

01629 823 359

Cllr Olwen Wilson

01629 822 701

Cllr Glynis Spencer
Parish Clerk: John Rowe

07717 137526

www.middletonbywirskworth-pc.gov.uk

MP for Derbyshire Dales
RT. HON. PATRICK McLOUGHLIN
Member of Parliament
You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk
Regular Advice Bureaux
Call for Details: 0207 2193511
“Working for Derbyshire Dales”

District Councillors
Irene Ratcliffe
47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

01629 823 023

Mike Ratcliffe
47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

01629 823 023

Peter Slack
31 Chapel Lane, Middleton

01629 823 359

irene.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

07580 457 426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk

Gas Safe Registered - 551336

peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

County Councillors
Irene Ratcliffe
47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

M J Petts
Plumbing & Heating
Installation - Service - Repair

01629 823 023

irene.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

Village Hall
For bookings contact Linda: 01629 822 511
Village Hall Website: www.middletonvh.org.uk

Free Range Eggs
£2.40/dozen
Can deliver in the village
Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219
Finest Grimsby Fish
Suppliers of All Seafood
Cod Trout Haddock
Crab Plaice Lobster
Salmon Cockles Prawns Whelks
We Do It All
Delivering in your area every Thursday.
Call Lee on 07984624544
Email: leecockerill@outlook.com

Post Office Opening Times

At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364
Monday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-12pm

Parish Council Meetings

Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.30pm on the second
Monday of each month (except August) in the Committee
Room of the Village Hall. Members of the public are welcome to
attend meetings and to raise concerns or make representations
to the Council during the Public Participation section of the
meeting.

Police

Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
PCSO 4413 Sue Lester: suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.
police.uk

Village Pump Editors
Lucy Peacock 820831
John Sedgwick 822601
Rob Rawlinson 824655

Installers of cavity wall and loft insulation
also loft ladders and boarding

01629 824595
07802 845223

www.dsinsulations.co.uk
Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons
Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar, Piano / Keyboard.
Enhanced DBS.
All ages welcome, beginners or improvers.
Competitive rates and discounted bundles available.
Tel. 07855812753 or
Email: ellenfostermusic@gmail.com

