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Happy Birthday Mary!

Dates
Saturday 6th April
Live at the Nelson: Cottage Bluegrass Boys
Every Sunday
Pub quiz in the Nelson 9pm
Saturday 13th April
Live at the Rising Sun: Paul Tabor
Saturday 13th April
Cinema Middleton: Bohemian
Rhapsody - 7.30 pm
Wednesday 17th April
Folk Jam at the Nelson
Sunday 21st April
Karaoke at the Rising Sun

The Ladies of Middleton Knit and Natter celebrated the 90th Birthday
of their oldest Member Mary Buckley. Mary who has lived in the Village
for most of her life is a much loved Member of the Group, and was formerly known as a Favourite Dinner Lady at Middleton School. Happy
Birthday Mary.

Great British Spring Clean

Saturday 27th April
Live at the Rising Sun: DoubleCross
Saturday 27th April
Cinema Middleton: Free Solo
7.30pm
Sunday 28th April
Community Walk - 10 am from the
Village Green

The Middleton Litter Picking Group will be supporting the Great British Spring Clean and we would love some help. Let’s try and make a
difference to all roads leading to our village. On Saturday 20th April we
will be meeting at the Rising Sun at 10am. Litter pickers and bags will
be provided just bring yourselves but perhaps not your best clothes. We
will then try and deploy ourselves to New Road, Middleton Road, Ashbourne Road and Porter Lane. And to get us all in the Easter Mood an
Easter Egg for everyone. Children under 12 with an adult please.

Saturday 4th May
Live at the Nelson: Left Hand Drive

Any questions phone Marie on 016929 822372.

Grey bin:
1st/15th/29th April

Bin Days
Blue bin/green bin:
Mon 8th/Tue 23rd April

Deadline for next issue: Thursday 25th April.
Please send items by email to mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk or leave at the Nelson

Weather February 2019
Mild, dry and sunny
The mean maximum temperature was the highest in
February since local records began in 1963 but the overall mean (mean maximum +mean minimum divided by
2) was the highest since 1998. The 26th was the warmest
February, and winter, day on record beating the previous record of 15.5c in 1998. From the 21st to the 27th
the average maximum temperature was 14.2c, almost 9c
above average, making it feel more like early May than
late February.
Rainfall was well below average and it was the driest
February since 2012. The combined rainfall total for
January and February of 102.6 mm was the lowest since
1992. It was also a very sunny month, the sunniest February since 2008 and one of the top five sunniest in the
last 100 years.
There were a few windy days during the first part of the
month and the highest gust recorded on the moor was
66 mph on the 9th.

The winter of 2018/2019 (December to February) was
the 4th mildest on record, equal with 1997/1998. Despite
a wet December it was the11th driest winter on record
and it was also the sunniest since 2007/2008.
Dave Evans
Diff’ from Date
or % of
Mean max temp
Mean min temp
Highest maximum
Lowest minimum
Total Rainfall
Wettest Day
Days with rain
Total Sunshine
Sunniest Day
Days with no sunshine

9.2c
2.4c
16.4c
-4.7c
54.1 mm
17.8mm
11
106.1 hrs
8.6 hrs
2

average
+3.8c
+2.1c
26th
1st
67%
6th
182%
27th

Be a School Governor

Millennium Garden

Do you have an interest in our village school?
Do you want to help the children it serves?
Do you want to contribute to our community?
Do you want to join a group of like-minded people?
Then we want you!

Sunday 7th April and Sunday 21st April
Middleton in Bloom volunteer work sessions. Every
1st and 3rd Sunday
between 10.00 and 12.00. Meet in the Millennium
Garden. We welcome new
volunteers. Tools provided, no experience necessary.

We are looking for new governors to join our
friendly team.
You don’t need to be an expert on education, we
come from many different
backgrounds, you just need to have time, commitment and enthusiasm!
We can offer support and training, and tea (sometimes biscuits).
If you would like more information please contact
Alison Dugdale (Head)
or Mike Coveney (Chair of Governors) on 01629
822236.

Sam Kitching Tree Services
City and Guilds Qualiﬁed
Fully Insured
07824 469219

Dry Seasoned Logs

Bulk bag: £55
Large net of logs: £2.50
Net of sticks: £2
Phone or text David on 07900481845

Middleton Open Gardens
& Quirky Corners
8th and 9th June 2019 - 11am to 5pm
Organised by Middleton Environment Group
INVITATION TO TAKE PART
Everybody is very welcome to take part showing locals and visitors
alike the delights of our ‘hidden’ gardens and Quirky corners.
The Environment group will prepare a map (£3 for the two days)
showing the gardens and the profits from this will go to benefit the
Village.
Participants are of course welcome to provide refreshments etc. for
charities of their choice over the weekend.
If you wish to ‘Open’ for only one day then that is fine. Also, if you
have no garden or would just like to help out then we are always
looking for volunteers!
If you would like more information or wish to take part please
contact Rob or Ann on 01629 258471 or email robert.stamper@
hotmail.co.uk .

Village Groups Contact List
If you have a group that you’d like to include,
please email us.
Middleton in Bloom
Secretary: Hilary Casey (820076)
Village Green Committee
Secretary: Dawn Greatorex (356661)
Middleton Community Choir
Annie (0799097075)
Middleton Environment Group
Chair: Rob Stamper
Allotments Committee
Chair: Mike Knott (826075)
Middleton Ladies’ Group
Pam Jones (823920) or Christine Gilmour
(822455)
Steeple Grange Light Railway
Martin Smith:
martinsmith187@tiscali.co.uk
John Cash: jtcpc@supanet.com

You will be very welcome.

Middleton Book Group
Lucy Peacock (820831)

P.S. We have booked the weather (AGAIN!) and have been assured
that there will be some!

MMBG (Middleton Mountain Bike Group)
www.mmbg.co.uk

Our national advert can be found here:
http://www.opengardens.co.uk/open_gardens.php?id=1362
Or search at www.opengardens.co.uk

Middleton and Wirksworth Wrestling Club
Classes on Monday evenings in the village Hall.
Contact Trevor Hoskins (07961 516722)

Environment Group Tip of the month

Middleton Toddler Group
Meets Wednesdays 1.30pm-3pm at the Village
Hall

To send old batteries for recycling (including dud rechargeable
ones) put them in a bag and leave it on top of your blue bin on the
normal collection day.

Local Elections 2nd May
Elections for Derbyshire Dales District Council will be held on
2nd May. The deadline for registering to vote is 12th April.
If you haven’t already received a polling card, you can register
online at gov.uk/register-to-vote

Nelson Arms
Bar and accommodation. Alan and Jane
(825154)
Knit and Natter
In the Nelson on Mondays, 1-3pm, with
Community Luncheon on alternate Mondays.
Brenda Hobson 824600
Yoga Classes
Tuesday and Thursday evenings in the village
hall. Contact Nicky Mumford 07780 685083

Annual Report Middleton Village Hall, year ending February 2019
What a busy year we have had at Middleton Village Hall.
The Hall continues to be a valuable community asset and
is well used by Middleton and the wider community.
Middleton School make good use of the Hall during term
time and generations of Middleton children have special
memories of the assemblies, school fairs, bonfire parties
and school discos.
We are especially proud to be able to provide a base for
Middleton Wrestling Club, one of the oldest wrestling
clubs in the country. In addition, we host yoga clubs, the
Tea and Tots group, after school clubs and not forgetting,
our newest regular user, Cinema Middleton – a very exciting project.
The Hall has been well used for private parties and celebrations as well as community get-togethers. The Produce Show and Middleton Community Choir are special
highlights in the village calendar.
The stage has also had some extra use this year. There is a
popular drama group who not only rehearse in the Hall
but also use the space for their end of term productions.
There have been music gigs including Middleton Midfolk
Festival, New Year’s Eve Ceilidh, Church Concerts and

Fish and Chips
Please note that the fish and chip van will now vist
the Nelson on Tuesdays 4-7pm.

Sounds Right Phonics
Reading skills classes for children aged 1-4
Letter sounds, fine and gross motor skills, and FUN!
Monday mornings @ the stone centre
Tuesday mornings @ The Imperial Rooms Matlock.
www.soundsrightphonicsclasses.co.uk
Or email lindsay@soundsrightphonicsclasses.co.uk

Wanted
Gardener/handy person wanted at property on Duke
Street, Middleton, 2 to 3 hours a week. £10.00 an
hour. Please contact Judith on 01629 822789.

band rehearsals.
Middleton Parish Council meetings are held monthly in
the Hall. There have been some lively debates this year,
suggesting a healthy divergence of views in the village.
Anybody who has been into the Hall since August cannot
fail to have noticed that the complete redecoration of the
Hall, kitchens and toilets has breathed fresh life into the
building. New equipment has been purchased to improve
the user experience. New ceiling fans have been installed
to support the heating of the Hall and the regular safety
checks have all been completed.
Rob and Ann Stamper are volunteer caretakers and both
work tirelessly to make sure that all users have the best experience possible in the Hall. The Management Committee would like to thank everyone who has given their time
to support the ongoing work to make sure that Middleton
Village Hall remains a much-loved building at the heart of
our village.
Our Annual General Meeting will be held at the Hall on
Wednesday May 8th at 7.00p.m. and we would like to
invite any interested parties to attend.

Coming to your Cinema
Middleton in April:
Saturday 13 April - ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ - an
enthralling celebration of Queen, their music and
their extraordinary lead singer Freddie Mercury, who
defied stereotypes and conventions to become one of
history’s beloved entertainers (12A). This is a popular film, so reserve your tickets ASAP.
Saturday 27 April 2019 - ‘Free Solo’ BAFTA award
winning documentary - professional rock climber
Alex Honnold attempts to make the first free solo
climb of famed El Capitan’s 900 metre vertical rock
face at Yosemite National Park. Again, lots of interest in this film too, so reserve your tickets; cushions
to hide behind will be provided and a defibrillator!!!
Doors open 6.45pm, come and enjoy a glass of wine
or beer relax and enjoy your evening. The film starts
@ 7.30pm. Booking details etc. will be publicised
two weeks before the showing of the film so lookout
for posters etc.
Sue Stockwell (Chair)

Church News
Friendship- a gift of God.
Friends are important to us, and we can so readily take
them for granted. In the work that I do I get to meet a lot
of people, sometimes at significant times of life. Baptisms,
weddings and funerals are all a part of ministry, and the
parish church is there, not just for the people that come
on a Sunday, but for all of the people in the community.
When we celebrate life, either a birth, the joining together
of a couple in matrimony or remembering and giving
thanks for a person at their funeral, we will expect friends
to be present. We are social creatures who need company
and a sense of belonging to a community. It’s always a
great privilege to be a part of these celebrations, as we ask
for God’s blessing in different ways at each occasion.
It shouldn’t surprise anyone, therefore, that what was
the Patronage Scheme for Holy Trinity has become the
‘Friends of Holy Trinity Church’. There is a leaflet inside
this issue of the Village Pump. Please take a minute to
read it and if you feel able, then respond to our appeal to
help us maintain the Parish Church for future generations
in Middleton.
The most significant story in the Bible is, for Christians,
the account of Jesus’ suffering on Good Friday and his
Resurrection on Easter Day. Jesus’ friends let him down

Middleton Community Choir
seeks new members!
All you need is a sense of fun, a desire to be part of
a lively group and want to enjoy singing a variety of
songs.
No auditions necessary.
We enjoy the skills and experience of both an outstanding musical director and keyboard player.
Due to the generosity of Jane and Alan we meet on
Tuesdays upstairs in The Nelson 7.45-9.15pm. For
more details contact Annie on 0799097075.
Everyone welcome.

just when he needed them most. They ran away, and one
of his closest friends, Peter, even denied that he knew
Jesus.
From Palm Sunday through Holy Week and Good Friday,
and then on into Easter, we have the opportunity to reflect
upon this human story which was transformed by the
work of the Holy Spirit on Easter morning. There will be
a Family Service for Palm Sunday in church (14th April at
11.00), and an Easter Celebration on Easter Sunday (21st
April, again at 11.00am) Everyone is very welcome to join
us in our celebration, and there will be activities for all of
the family at each service.
Friendship has many aspects. There is the genuine affection which might have started in childhood and stays
with us all of our life. There is the admiration of one for
another in the way that they conduct themselves or use
the skills that they have developed. There is the support
of a friend for another at a time of crisis, and there is
the laughter of time spent together socially. All of this is
something to celebrate so, give thanks for your friends
and all that they mean to you, and have a lovely Easter.
With best wishes
Canon David Truby (Team Rector)

Extract from the Derbyshire Times
and Chesterfield Herald
Saturday 20 March 1920
Choir Strike
Trouble at Middleton-by-Wirksworth
A development has occurred in connection with the
choir trouble at Middleton by- Wirksworth. The
choirmaster, Mr. Samuel Spencer, has tendered his
resignation and the Vicar has accepted the same.
The origin of the dispute was the action of the
Vicar’s wife in reproving two female members
of the choir for alleged misbehaviour during the
service and the removal of the women’s seats from
the choir stalls. Several of the male members the
choir have refrained from attending service out of
sympathy.’

Middleton Community Primary – February School News
We have been lucky enough to be involved in the
National Lottery Heritage World War 1 Community
project. As part of this work our Year 3-6 children
worked with Lucy Peacock, a local poet to build an
anthology of poems which has been compiled into a
book, which is on sale at the Nelson.
These poetry workshops were part of the Middleton Remembers project, co-ordinated by Middleton
Parish Council. Funding is gratefully acknowledged
from Heritage Lottery Fund, Tarmac Landfill Communities Fund, County and District Councillors
Local Community Fund, Better Derbyshire Dales
Fund and Charity Plant Sales. Thank you to all those
involved who have helped our children to gain such
insight into this important period of our history.

Safer Internet Day - All the children spent time on
the 5th February discussing their use of the internet
and how to use it safely. The focus for the day was
‘consent’ and all the children talked about their understanding of this and how it impacts on the choices
they make. We used https://www.saferinternet.org.
uk/safer-internet-day/2019 to help us to develop
children’s understanding. This is a great website for
children of all ages and contains guides for parents
too.

We work with Global Education and are part of a
twinning project for rural and urban schools. We
are twinned with St Albans school in Derby and over
the last 2 years our Owls Class have participated in a
number of events with this school. The children recently visited Pride Park to meet each other, and they
have planned visits to our school and their school
over the coming months. This experience has really
helped our children to understand the similarities
and differences between our two schools. We look
forward to finding out more about each other and
our schools.

Our Year 5 and 6 children visited Anthony Gell
School to watch their production of A Little Shop of
Horrors –
Little Shop of Horrors was fun and interesting. The
actors were amazing and everyone enjoyed it! Flori
& Ava S.

Our World of Work assemblies have continued with
visits from a mountain rescue volunteer (and his
wonderful helper!) and an Arts Council member.
The children are gaining such a lot of valuable experience and understanding, and hopefully some ideas
for the future!

Middleton Community Primary – March School News
Patrick Mcloughlin, our local MP, joined us to share
some information with the children about how he
became an MP and what an MP does. The children
asked lots of insightful questions and gained more
understanding about the role of the Government.
We were also visited by one of our parents, Alison
Foote from the Arts Council, who talked about the
creative industry in Great Britain, and how varied
and integral this is to our economy. The children
are really benefiting from these assemblies, if you
are able to join us to talk about your work, please see
Mrs Dugdale.

World Book Day

Our Allotment

What a fantastic World Book Day we had!! The
children and staff all came to school dressed as book
characters and enjoyed sharing books together and
taking part in a BBC Live Lesson! Many of the children also joined our Sponsored Read, raising over
£250! Even Stella the tortoise, and our school chickens got involved in the fun!

We really enjoy working on the school allotment,
but we are always in need of helpers to lend a hand
to keep on top of the work. If you feel you’d be able
to give a little time, please let us know!

Our Year 1 & 2 children joined other local schools
at Anthony Gell for an Athletics Tournament. Our
children have reported on this –
It was fun, we warmed up and we played some
games. My favourite was stuck in the mud. Skyla
I enjoyed the long jump because there were four
stations and they were the moon, the stars, the
aliens and the galaxy which was the furthest and I
jumped on to the galaxy. Zofia
We did bean bag throwing and lots of other games.
My favourite was all of them.
Edward

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr Dawn Greatorex (chair)
Cllr Peter Slack
Cllr Olwen Wilson
Cllr Glynis Spencer
Parish Clerk: John Rowe
www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk

Tel
01629 356 661
01629 823 359
01629 822701
07717 137526

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
irene.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

823023
823023

MP for Derbyshire Dales
RT. HON. PATRICK McLOUGHLIN
Member of Parliament
You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk
Regular advice bureaux
Call for details 0207 2193511.
Working for Derbyshire Dales

823359

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

823023

Village Hall
For bookings contact Jane
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk

825154

Post Office Opening Times
At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364

Monday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-12pm

PJB Projects
Groundwork and Construction
Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths,

Parish Council Meetings
Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.30pm on the second Monday of each month (except
August) in the Committee Room of the Village Hall. Members of the public are welcome to
attend meetings and to raise concerns or make representations to the Council during the
Public Participation section of the meeting.

extensions, garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing & stonewalling
15 years experience.
Fully Qualified and Insured.
Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price
07977 240223

Police
Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
PCSO 4413 Sue Lester suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk
Village Pump Editors
Lucy Peacock
John Sedgwick
Rob Rawlinson

820831
822601
824655

Free Range Eggs

Paws on Paths

Free range eggs £2.40 per
dozen. Can deliver in the
village.

Dog walking services
Middleton Enhanced CRB,
specially adapted vehicle
Tel. Michael Kitching
07982806741

Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219
Finest Grimsby Fish
Suppliers of all Seafood

Cod
Trout Haddock
Crab
Plaice
Lobster
Salmon Cockles Prawns Whelks

Installation – Service –
Repair
07580 457426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk
Gas Safe Registered - 551336

Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons
Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar,
Piano / keyboard.
Installers of cavity wall and
loft insulation; also loft ladders
and boarding

We Do It All
Delivering in your area every Thursday
Call Lee on 07984624544
Email leecockerill@outlook.com

M J Petts
Plumbing & Heating

01629 824595
07802 845223
www.dsinsulations.co.uk

Enhanced DBS. All ages welcome,
beginners or improvers.
Competitive rates and discounted
bundles available.
Tel: 07855812753 or
email ellenfostermusic@gmail.com

