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Dates
Every Sunday
Pub quiz in the Nelson
Starts 9pm prompt
Wednesday 16th January
Folk Jam at the Nelson
Saturday 19th January
Cinema Middleton: Mamma Mia!
Here We Go Again – 7.30pm
Saturday 26th January
Live at the Nelson: Molly and the
Grey Notes - Tickets £5
Saturday 9th February
“Musicals” Karaoke from 8.30pm at
the Nelson

Middleton Christmas Lights

Saturday 16 February
Cinema Middleton: Wonder - 7.30pm

The festive season arrived in style in Middleton as 11-year-old Layla
Richardson, a year 7 student from Anthony Gell, switched on the Christmas
Lights. The dazzling decorations took on “the Spirit of Christmas” for the
19th year in a row, as the Village Green was transformed into a Christmas
wonderland attracting many people and families. Peter Slack (chair of the
Village Green Committee) said, “There was an amazing atmosphere. It was
wonderful to see the community come together.” The event was a fun-filled,
festive evening and included entertainment for all the family, fully capturing
Yuletide excitement and enjoyment and was accompanied by the BMW
band performing Christmas carols by the Christmas tree. There was also a
children’s carousel, mulled wine and mince pies. As Christmas is the most
magical time of year the children were given a special treat with two Santa’s
making an appearance!

Wednesday 20th February
Folk Jam at the Nelson
Saturday 2nd March
Live at the Nelson: Blue Savannah

Bin Days
Blue bin/green bin:
28th January, 11th/25th February
Grey bin:
21st January, 4th/18th February

Thank you to Jane and Alan of the Nelson for helping us sell the raffle tickets
and for their continued support. Many thanks to all the individuals and
businesses in the Village for generously donating raffle prizes. Finally, a big
thank you to everyone for making the ‘2018 switch on’ such a wonderful and
festive evening and enabling us to come together like this as a community!
Please send items by email to
mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk
or leave at the Nelson

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year
The Village Green Committee would like to say thank
you to everyone who bought a raffle ticket – again sales
exceeded all expectations and the money will be used
for the benefit of the community of Middleton.

2nd Prize
A bottle of Longcliffe whisky goes to Brian Bolt (ticket no
726)

7th-10th prizes
1 hour session x 4 people, at the Climbing Unit, Rock
Climbing Gym, Chaddesden, Derby, (courtesy of Dan
at Middleton Moor) goes to Dennis Phillips c/o Jim
Thompson (ticket no 447), Jane Slater Anthony Gell
School (ticket no 705), Sue Bull DDDC (ticket no 122),
Glynis Petts (ticket no 881).

3rd prize
A traditional Christmas hamper, (courtesy of Jepsons),
goes to Sheila Coles (ticket no 454)

11th prize
A guitar lesson, (courtesy of Paul Bunting) goes to Neil
Horton DDDC (ticket no 057)

4th prize
A family ticket to Ecclesbourne Valley Railway (courtesy
of EVR) was won by Steve French (ticket no 256)

12th prize
A handwritten personalised song (courtesy of Paul
Bunting) goes to Albert DDDC (ticket no 137)

5th prize
A free MOT courtesy of D Barnes of Budget Tyres, goes
to Rick Wolsey (ticket no 344)

13th prize
A marble chopping board (courtesy of Lowe’s Marble)
goes to Flori Bors (ticket no 495)

6th prize
A £15 meat voucher, courtesy of Kane’s butchers, goes
to Wendy Knott c/o Nelson (ticket no 519)

14th prize
A voucher for Northern Lights Cinema (courtesy of N.
Lights Cinema) goes to Pat Baker c/o David Gayles
(ticket no 876)

1st Prize
A deluxe Christmas hamper goes to Tony Morley DDDC
(ticket no 135)

Dry Seasoned Logs
For Sale
Bulk bag: £55
Large net of logs: £2.50
Net of sticks: £2
Phone or text David on
07900481845

Paws on Paths

Sam Kitching Tree Services

Dog walking services.
Middleton Enhanced CRB. spcially
adapted vehicle.
Tel. Michael Kitching

City and Guilds Qualiﬁed
Fully Insured

07982806741

07824 469219

Church News
As I sit at my desk writing this, the sunshine is streaming
through my study window, warming my back and giving
me a sense of wellbeing. It’s not something that we might
associate with the depths of winter, and by the time that
you read this we may be under six feet of snow!
Early January can be a depressing time. All of the joy
and bustle of Christmas is over. The lights have come
down and now there’s the slog until spring time. There
are things, however, that can keep us going, not least
the memories of the Christmas celebrations that we
have been left with. Not everyone has had a good time,
of course, but Middleton was certainly a place of good
cheer on Christmas Eve as we gathered, in a packed
church, for the Carol Service. The Middleton Community
Choir excelled themselves, and we all enjoyed the
inaugural performance of Paul Bunting’s especially
written carol ‘Glad tidings’. Cath Housley, Middleton’s
Poet laureate treated us to her poem ‘Hope’, and the
whole congregation sang the traditional carols with great
enthusiasm.
For the first time in years we didn’t have to worry about
the church being warm enough as the new heating
system cast a rosy and warm glow over us all, adding to
the sense of Christmas cheer. Thanks to everyone who
came and all who performed. It was a wonderful start to
the Christmas celebrations. I hope that it all went well for
you, and once again, we are grateful to the Exton Trust
for funding the new system.

Looking forward into 2019 we will be having another
visit from ‘Some Antics’ who certainly impressed us all
last year with their wonderful mix of jazz blues and folk
music. Further details and tickets will be available in due
course, but please save the date in your diary. They will
be performing at the Village Hall on Saturday 16th March
at 7.30.
I hope that 2019 goes well for you and yours. Please
feel free to call in at church any day. It’s open daily.
Sometimes it’s good just to have a few moments of
peace to yourself, and an opportunity to reflect on God’s
love for you.
With best wishes,
Canon David Truby
Two further dates for your calendar:
10 February 11 a.m. Holy Trinity Church: Family Service.
All ages welcome.
17 February 3 p.m. Holy Trinity Basement Meeting
Room: Children’s Storytelling “Lost and Found” stories,
play, singing, craft and refreshments for under-sevens
and their carers.

Researching the Village’s Past - January Update
Following the article in the December Pump about getting
involved with local history research as part of the ‘Middleton
Remembers’ project, an initial date has been set. Lucy
Godfrey would welcome any interested volunteers to
join a session on Thursday 24 January at 10:30am - 12
noon. This initial meeting will be held in the Family Room
at The Nelson. Please contact Lucy either by email
(researchmiddleton@gmail.com) or phone (07793117285)
to let her know if you are thinking of coming along - tea,
coffee and biscuits will be available.

The purpose of this meeting will be to discuss the
production of a short book focussing on the Middleton
men who served during the war and the social and
economic impact on the village. Lucy will also cover
various research approaches and the opportunities to
contribute to the research over coming months.
Lucy is also keen to hear from anyone with interesting
stories or photographs relating to life in Middleton during
the years immediately after the First World War. This
project is funded by Heritage Lottery Fund.

November Weather: Dull, But Quite Mild.
After a sunny October, November was dull, foggy and
gloomy but a little milder than average. It was the dullest
and mildest November since 2015 and the foggiest since
2011.
Although it didn’t seem it, due to small amounts of rain
falling on most days, the month was drier than average
and it was the third consecutive drier than average
November. The rainfall total from January to November is
922.5 mm, 97% of average.
The first light snowfall of the season was recorded early
on the 21st but most of it had thawed by 7.00 a.m. and

by 9.00 a.m the only lying snow was a thin cover at the
top of the moor.
It was less windy than average for November and no
gales were recorded. Southerly winds were unusually
frequent, recorded on 11 days, the most in November
since at least 1963 when local records began.
The autumn of 2018 was the sunniest since 2003. The
rainfall total was a little below average but the number
of wet days ( 1.0 mm or more ) was the lowest on record
with only 26 recorded. The mean temperature for the
season was almost exactly on the 30 year average.

Diff’ from, or % of, average

Date

Mean maximum temp

8.5 C

+0.5 C

Mean minimum temp

4.2 C

+0.8 C

Highest maximum

12.0 C

6th

Lowest minimum

-1.4 C

22nd

Total Rainfall

83.5 mm

Wettest Day

24.7 mm

Days with rain

23

Total Sunshine

34.9 hrs

Sunniest Day

5.8 hrs

Days with no sunshine

9

PJB Projects
Groundwork & Construction
Minidigger & driver, drives,
dropped kerbs, paths, extensions,
garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing &
stonewalling.
15 years experience.
Fully Qualified & Insured.
Call Phil for a free estimate at a
realistic price.
07977 240223

79%
27th

78%
2nd

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, Logs,
Kindling & Firelighters

Philip Reeve
Painter & Decorator

Quality fuels at unbeatable value.

Interior & Exterior
Free Estimate

Signal Fuels
01773 747027
07974 434447
07970 215726
Approved coal merchants.
Our Reputation is Glowing

07856045718

School News - Christmas Events
What a fantastic end to the term. It has been lovely to
see the children enjoying all the special activities during
Christmas week.
I’ve enjoyed spending some time talking about the
children’s hope for Christmas. I thought you’d enjoy
reading some of their answers.
I’d like a book, I love to read. I’d like a magical unicorn.
I’m hoping for some surprises. I would love a baby
Anabelle. Some roller boots would be great! I’m looking
forward to going to my Granny’s for Christmas dinner.
Watching the childrens’ faces at our pantomime on the
Monday of the week was great. The laughter, crossness
at the ‘baddie’, giggling at the Dame and the joy of
watching the singing and dancing was just lovely to see!
On Tuesday we had a very special visitor in school.
Father Christmas found time out of his very busy
schedule to give presents and good cheer to our Puffins
and Kingfishers. Thank you, Santa for taking the time.
Wednesday’s Christmas dinner was a super affair, with
brussels, turkey, stuffing and gravy flowing freely!

HILL Goes to London!
Following the hugely successful exhibition in Buxton last
year, the story of our Derbyshire hill is going on display
in Peckham at the end of February. Featuring photos
of local people and places by Kate Bellis, sculpture by
Sally Matthews, music by Carol Fieldhouse and Brian
Boothby, and poetry by Middleton’s Lucy Peacock,
the exhibition will bring a piece of Derbyshire to South
London.
The exhibition in Peckham will also feature excerpts
from a performance piece by Debbi Hedderwick, and
a real-life Derbyshire dry stone wall. It will run from 21st
February – 3rd March at the Copeland Gallery, Copeland
Park & Bussey Building, Peckham.
See www.hillproject.uk for more details.
Jane and Walter outside the Nelson
Arms. Photo by Kate Bellis

Our Christingle Service was, as always, such a delightful
event. The children did very well, and it was great to
see so many parents and members of the community in
church, celebrating with us. Thanks to Reverend David
Truby for leading the Service and also to the children
and staff for all their hard work.
Thursday continued to be a busy day with our Christmas
Fayre. The children made some super things to sell on
the day and there was plenty of mince pies and mulled
wine for the adults to enjoy. Thanks go to our fantastic
Friends of Middleton, for working so hard to make the
Fayre a success. May I make a special mention to Jodi
Repton, Laura Tye, Esther Croll, Caroline Spencer,
Rachel Lomax, Teresa Hudson, Olivia Maycock and all
the other parents who made cakes, and donated gifts
and their time. Thank you to you all, these events provide
such a lot of joy for our children and the additional
fundraising is very welcomed.
Our final day of the week was one of festivity!! Jumpers,
socks, dresses, tinsel and everything else Christmasthemed was worn; and whilst we were all excited, we
ensured we thought about those less fortunate, by raising
money for Save the Children. A lovely end to the week.

Derbyshire Wildlife Trust
The Trust is very grateful to everyone who supports it especially the hundreds of amazing volunteers, lending
a hand in a wide variety of roles; from assisting in the
office, to wrangling our reserves, serving in its shops,
participating in its projects, and nurturing the next
generation of nature-lovers by helping with educational
activities and children’s events. It’s fantastic to spend
time with people who care for wildlife with such practical
passion, and thanks to all these people donating their time
and energy, Derbyshire Wildlife Trust can continue to help
Derbyshire’s wildlife have a home.
The Trust has been holding catch-up sessions with its
volunteers to find out more about what they get out of
volunteering. While evidence suggests that volunteering
can have a positive impact on people’s physical and
mental health and wellbeing, it’s great to hear it from the
people we know. Their positive experiences are reflected
in the words they use to describe volunteering – such
as “satisfaction”, “Inspiring”, “developing” – while their
contribution to our local wildlife and special places is
obvious and measurable.
Many of the volunteers have used their experience to get
back into work – sometimes even with Derbyshire Wildlife
Trust!
Obviously benefits that come from being outdoors volunteers told us they felt healthier and fitter, and had
developed an improved sense of wellbeing. One even
referred to their volunteering experience as “Using the
‘Green Gym’”!

For many, volunteering brought “a sense of achievement”;
of “doing something positive”. Others described the
empowerment they felt through a sense of ownership their satisfaction at finishing a task, especially when it left
a legacy for future generations.
Volunteers talked about how much they enjoyed working
as a team. Many referred to the social benefits they
experienced working with Derbyshire Wildlife Trust:
recurring themes included, being able to share their
knowledge with younger people, and inspiring others.
The joy of learning was another benefit for many. Learning
and developing new skills gave them confidence to take
on new challenges and visit unfamiliar places.
Of course, we can’t ignore the reason why many of the
volunteers got involved with Derbyshire Wildlife Trust
in the first place: namely, a love of nature. Volunteers
said how much they enjoyed learning about the work
of the Trust - seeing how it operates in practice. Some
expressed a real feeling of “contributing to something
bigger”.
We want to thank all our volunteers for getting involved
and working together for wildlife preservation. Their help
is invaluable to us – we couldn’t do what we do without
them!
If you’d like to get involved or find out more about
volunteering with us, talk to our friendly staff about how we
can help you to help us. Whether your skills are physical
or cerebral, sophisticated and stylish, or down and dirty,
we’ve got a space for you in one of our teams! You can
commit as much or as little time as you wish; some of our
volunteers are weekly regulars, others do what they can
on an ad-hoc basis around other commitments. In return
we can give you travel expenses, support and training –
and some of the best cups of tea Derbyshire has to offer!
Jacky Swift
Marketing Assistant
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust, Sandy Hill, Main Street,
Middleton, Matlock, DE4 4LR
Switchboard: 01773 881188
www.derbyshirewildlifetrust.org.uk

Photo of Bullfinch: Amy Lewis

Snow

Local Poem

Walter de la Mare

Lucy Peacock

No breath of wind,

It's not where I grew up or the place I was born in,
But when seventeen people wish you good mornin'
Within five minutes of your front gate,
You know that living here'll be reight.
And you'll know what kind of village this village is
If you question an answer in the Sunday evening quiz.
Or watch the Millennium Garden volunteers
(Before they slope off to the pub for a beer).
People'll help, if you're lost or get ill,
And they might even give you a lift up the hill.
And though the people, at times, can be quite vocal,
It's nice to think that, one day, I'll be local.

No gleam of sun –
Still the white snow
Whirls softly down
Twig and bough
And blade and thorn
All in an icy
Quiet, forlorn.
Whispering, rustling,
Through the air
On sill and stone,
Roof, - everywhere,
It heaps its powdery
Crystal flakes,
Of every tree
A mountain makes;
‘Til pale and faint
At shut of day
Stoops from the West
One wintry ray,
And, feathered in fire
Where ghosts the moon,
A robin shrills
His lonely tune.

Charities Plant Stalls
With all the profits going to Local Charities, Trust, and
Not for Profit Organisations. Stalls held at Wirksworth
Tuesday Market, Wirksworth Wellspring Saturday
The Total Amount year 2017 to 2018 which goes to
Middleton and Wirksworth and Local Charities is £5,090.
Charities in Middleton:
• £453 donation to Village Green flower Display;
• £500 to Middleton 100 years Remembrance and
Memorial for Middleton;
• £145 to the Middleton-Wirksworth Wrestling Club;
and £150 to Wirksworth & Middleton Cricket Club.

Other local charities:
• £2,746.86 Wellspring Development of New
Community Centre;
• £200 to Wirksworth Swimming Pool; £200 to
Wirksworth Pre School Play Group;
• £150 to Wellspring Memory Café; £145 to Wirksworth
Rotary Charities;
• £100 to Wirksworth Carnival, £50 to Wirksworth
Mayor Charity; £50 DDDC Civic Chair Charity; and
£50 Bonsall Community Church.
Peter Slack (Chair of Charities Plant Stalls) would like to
thank you all very much for your continued Support.

Parish Councillors
Cllr Sandy Clark

01629 822 371

Cllr Dawn Greatorex (Chair)

01629 356 661

Cllr Peter Slack

01629 823 359

Cllr Olwen Wilson

01629 822 701

Cllr Glynis Spencer
Parish Clerk: John Rowe

07717 137526

MP for Derbyshire Dales
RT. HON. PATRICK McLOUGHLIN
Member of Parliament
You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk
Regular Advice Bureaux
Call for Details: 0207 2193511
“Working for Derbyshire Dales”

www.middletonbywirskworth-pc.gov.uk
District Councillors
Irene Ratcliffe
47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

01629 823 023

Mike Ratcliffe
47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

01629 823 023

Peter Slack
31 Chapel Lane, Middleton

01629 823 359

irene.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

County Councillors
Irene Ratcliffe
47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

01629 823 023

irene.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

Village Hall
For bookings contact Linda: 01629 822 511
Village Hall Website: www.middletonvh.org.uk

M J Petts
Plumbing & Heating
Installation - Service - Repair

07580 457 426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk

Gas Safe Registered - 551336
Free Range Eggs
£2.00/dozen
Can deliver in the village
Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219
Finest Grimsby Fish
Suppliers of All Seafood
Cod Trout Haddock
Crab Plaice Lobster
Salmon Cockles Prawns Whelks
We Do It All
Delivering in your area every Thursday.
Call Lee on 07984624544
Email: leecockerill@outlook.com

Post Office Opening Times

At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364
Monday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-12pm

Parish Council Meetings

Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.30pm on the second
Monday of each month (except August) in the Committee
Room of the Village Hall. Members of the public are welcome to
attend meetings and to raise concerns or make representations
to the Council during the Public Participation section of the
meeting.

Police

Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
PCSO 4413 Sue Lester: suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.
police.uk

Village Pump Editors
Lucy Peacock 820831
John Sedgwick 822601
Rob Rawlinson 824655

Installers of cavity wall and loft insulation
also loft ladders and boarding

01629 824595
07802 845223

www.dsinsulations.co.uk
Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons
Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar, Piano / Keyboard.
Enhanced DBS.
All ages welcome, beginners or improvers.
Competitive rates and discounted bundles available.
Tel. 07855812753 or
Email: ellenfostermusic@gmail.com

