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Middleton pays its respects in a
unique commemoration

Dates

Over a year ago, planning started to mark the centenary of the end of World
War 1 in 2018. On 11 November a major part of part of this project was realised
with the dedication of a replica World War 1 headstone, quarried at Longcliffe
and engraved by Colin Julian.

Bella Mia pizzas outside the Nelson - 5.30-8.30

The headstone was brought to Middleton along Steeple Grange Light Railway
and then transferred to a very full Holy Trinity Church by a horse-drawn gun
carriage. After a moving service from Canon David Truby, a procession followed the carriage up Main Street to the dedication service on the Village
Green, where a large gathering paid their respects to the fallen.
It was wonderful that so many generations participated in the events of the day.
We were delighted to have two Chelsea Pensioners at the commemoration – an
honour normally reserved for events in London attended by the Queen. Deputy
Lieutenants Robert Shields and Alan Woods; and the Mayor of Wirksworth also
attended. The Royal British Legion Branch, BMW Band, Parish Council, school
and youth groups all contributed to the occasion.

Every Friday

Every Saturday

Fish and chip van outside the
Nelson - 4.30-7

Every Sunday

Pub quiz in the Nelson 9pm

Saturday 8th December

Live at the Nelson: Acoustica

Saturday 15th December

Cinema Middleton: The Shop
Around the Corner

There are many vibrant groups in Middleton, who all made different contributions – preparing the Village Green, singing in the Community Choir, producing knitted doves and poppies to decorate the school, church, Millennium
Gardens and telephone box, and acting as bearers and marshals. The headstone
is being stored safely until it can be incorporated into an appropriate new memorial to those who died and served in the First and Second World Wars, which
is being funded by Tarmac Landfill Communities Fund. The result of the recent
consultation on options for the siting of a new memorial was 126 in favour of
the Village Green and 60 in favour of the Millennium Gardens.

Wednesday 19th December

The commemoration provided an opportunity for the village to reflect on the
impact of the First World War, forming part of a larger project introduced in the
following article to assess the state of the village during the years that immediately followed Armistice.

Christmas Eve

(The Middleton Remembers project has been co-ordinated by Middleton Parish Council working with Steeple Grange Light Railway and Wirksworth World
War 1 Group. Funding has been secured from: Heritage Lottery Fund, Tarmac
Landfill Communities Fund, County and District Councillors’ Local Community Fund, Better Derbyshire Dales Fund, Steeple Grange Light Railway, Middleton Parish Council, Wirksworth - World War 1 Group, Town Council, Rotary,
Hidden Gardens and Courtyards; and a donation from Charity Plant Sales.)

Community Walk - 11 am from
the Village Green

Councillor Olwen Wilson

Outdoor Carols in the Millennium Garden 6 pm
And later: Folk Jam at the Nelson

Sunday 23 December

The Nelson: Xmas Singalong with
Paul at the piano 4 pm

Holy Trinity Church – Carols by
Candlelight at 7 pm

Tuesday 1st January 2019

Bin days
Blue bin/green bin:

3rd/17th/31st December

Grey bin:

10th/24th December

The next issue will be a Jan / Feb issue and will appear in January. Deadline for items: Friday 11th Jan
Please send items by email to mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk or leave at the Nelson

Weather October 2018
Although the mean temperature was exactly on the
30-year average, it was nevertheless the coldest October since 2012, an indication of how warm recent
Octobers have been. The first half of the month was
warmer than average and the minimum temperature
overnight on the 12th/13th was 15.8c, the highest on
record in October. The maximum of 20.0c on the 10th
was the highest in October since 2011. The last 10 days
of the month were much cooler and there were three
nights with an air frost, the most in October since
1993, which also recorded three.
It was the 4th consecutive drier than average October
with rain falling on only 11 days, the fewest since 2003.
There were only five wet days (1.0 mm or more), the
fewest in October since 1985. The total rainfall for the
first 10 months of 2018 is 837 mm, 99% of the 30-year
average and 24 mm more than at the same time last
year.
It was the sunniest October since 2008, with nine days
recording more than 75% of the possible amount of
sunshine, the most on record for the month.

There was a light snow shower early on the 27th, the
first snow in October since 2012, but nothing settled on
the ground.
Just one day recorded gale force winds, on the 13th, and
the highest gust recorded on the moor was 57 mph on
the same date.
Dave Evans
Diff’ from, Date
or % of,
Mean maximum’ temp
Mean minimum temp
Highest maximum
Lowest minimum
Total Rainfall
Wettest Day
Days with rain
Total Sunshine
Sunniest Day

12.3c
6.1c
20.0c
-0.6c
56.4 mm
16.0 mm
11
104.5 hrs
8.6 hrs

Days with no sunshine

4

average
+0.3c
-0.3c
10th
31st
51%
5th
144%

Quiz Night in the Village Hall:
Friday 11 January 2019 at 7.30pm
Want to get your brains going in 2019? Then come along to a fundraising event for Village
Hall funds and get those grey cells back into action.
Doors open @ 7.00pm. Four people to a table at a cost of £10 per table. Prizes for the winning
teams. There will also be a raffle of unwanted Xmas presents! (only joking! – just to see if you
have read this!)
Please bring your own drinks and nibbles etc. This is intended as a fun evening - nothing too
serious and hard.
If you want any further information please contact Sue Stockwell 826955

10th

Little Emma’s Farewell

Village Groups Contact List

Hello Village Pump!

If you have a group that you’d like to
include, please email us.

I would like to take this opportunity to say good bye. Thank you
all for making Jonathan and I feel so welcome here. I’m so glad
to have met so many driven talented people that really make this
village more than just a community. The spirit of Middleton has
made it easily feel like home, despite when we first moved here
we didn’t know anyone. There are far too many people to list to
say goodbye to. Those who know us well thank you so much for
the fantastic memories, help, love and support you have given
us. I have thoroughly enjoyed writing for the Pump and all the
support and praise I’ve received because of it. It is with a heavy
heart we will be moving to Northamptonshire before Christmas.
This is due to our house purchase falling through, and Jonathan
has a wonderful opportunity to work at Aston Martin in Gaydon.
Please don’t hesitate to ask for our new address to stay in touch.
However before then it would be lovely to see many inspiring incredible happy faces before we leave. So we will be in the Nelson
Arms on Monday 17th December from 6pm onwards. It’s my
birthday, and the last opportunity to thank you all for the wonderful warm community spirit you have included us in. What
a wonderful slice of heaven here in the peaks, continue being
amazing Middleton and we will be back to visit soon!
Lots of love
Emma Rich

Could you save on household
bills and shopping?
+ Single supplier for all your utilities
+ Award-winning customer service
+ Value that’s hard to beat
+ Easy to switch
Contact local Utility Warehouse agent,
Rod Alvin on 0753 1122552
ukutilitysaver.org.uk

Sam Kitching
Tree Services
City and Guilds Qualiﬁed
Fully Insured
07824 469219

Middleton in Bloom
Secretary: Hilary Casey (820076)
Village Green Committee
Secretary: Dawn Greatorex (356661)
Middleton Environment Group
Chair: Rob Stamper
Allotments Committee
Chair: Mike Knott (826075)
Middleton Ladies’ Group
Pam Jones (823920) or Christine Gilmour (822455)
Steeple Grange Light Railway
Martin Smith:
martinsmith187@tiscali.co.uk
John Cash: jtcpc@supanet.com
Middleton Book Group
Lucy Peacock (820831)
MMBG (Middleton Mountain Bike
Group)
www.mmbg.co.uk

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel,
Logs, Kindling & Firelighters
Quality fuels at unbeatable value

Signal Fuels

01773 747027
07974 434447
07970 215726
Approved coal merchants
Our reputation is glowing

For Sale

Dry Seasoned Logs

Bulk bag: £55
Large net of logs: £2.50
Net of sticks: £2
Phone or text David on
07900481845

Middleton and Wirksworth Wrestling
Club
Classes on Monday evenings in the
village Hall. Contact Trevor Hoskins
(07961 516722)
Middleton Toddler Group
Meets Wednesdays 1.30pm-3pm at the
Village Hall
Nelson Arms
Bar and accommodation. Alan and Jane
(825154)
Knit and Natter
In the Nelson on Mondays, 1-3pm, with
Community Luncheon on alternate
Mondays. Brenda Hobson 824600
Yoga Classes
Tuesday and Thursday evenings in the
village hall. Contact Nicky Mumford
07780 685083

Researching the Village’s Past
As part of the Heritage Lottery Funded project ‘Middleton Remembers’, freelance Heritage Researcher Lucy
Godfrey - with over 18 years working experience in the
sector - has been employed by the Parish Council to lead
on the research aspect. Most recently (from March 2015
- September 2018) Lucy held the position of ‘Collections
and Audience Development Officer’ at Wirksworth Heritage Centre and played a key role in developing the new
museum there.
Lucy has already completed the first stage of the ‘Middleton Remembers’ project, which involved undertaking
heritage research to find out as much as possible about the
soldiers of Middleton by Wirksworth who both died and
served in the First World War. Lucy’s research revealed
the immense impact that the Great War must have had on
the village and showed that a high proportion of men in
the serving age group never returned.
We now know more about the men who served, fought
and died; including the kind of jobs they did before the
war, where they lived and their family life. For example,
the research showed that there were six sets of brothers
from Middleton who responded to the Nation’s call.
The next phase of the project will be to develop further
knowledge about those men and better understand the
social and economic life of the village at the close of the
war, and the years immediately afterwards. This research
will help us to appreciate the lives led by these soldiers as
boys and young men, the make-up of the village around
this time and exactly how the war impacted on the community and what happened to it immediately afterwards.
Lucy will be producing a short book bringing together the
findings from this work and she is keen to involve local
‘heritage research volunteers’ who would like to investigate reference works and undertake writing tasks. To this
end, she will be running a short daytime session locally
in early 2019 to introduce research techniques
and methods to anyone
who might be interested
in getting involved. If
people are unable to
make a daytime session,
an evening slot will also
be offered. For those of
you interested in participating in the research,
please make contact with
Lucy at researchmiddleton@gmail.com or on
07793117285.

Remembrance Day
We think of them still, on Remembrance Day.
Those brave young men who went away
to fight for their country, trying to be brave,
leaving their families standing there
waving goodbye.
Doxeys, Killers, Spencers, Slack,
forty of our men, never came back.
Middleton men, with Middleton names
leaving families behind, with lives that changed
when they died.
They fought for England, in mud and rain,
and most of them never saw England again.
Grattons, Goodhalls, Hallows, Slack
and all of the others who didn’t come back
to live here.
But all of them fought and some survived,
came back to Middleton, lived their lives in peace,
gave us hope for the future that peace would last,
a hope that the world would learn from the past
and remember.
Doxeys, Brooks, Spencers, Slacks, are living here still
with passed on stories of the First World War
and the horrors that those soldiers saw.
All those Middleton men who lost their lives.
We will remember them.
Catherine A. Housley

(On 11 November Kedleston Hall was the location
for one of the 1,000 beacons lit across the country to
commemorate the end of WWI and to remember all
those who fought and suffered.
As part of the commemoration event, poets were
invited to submit work inspired by the words: Light,
Hope, Peace. The competition was judged by Cathy
Grindrod, Derbyshire’s first Poet Laureate. Catherine Housley’s poem was one of 5 shortlisted for the
‘Beacon of Light’ poetry competition.)

Shirley (Shirl) Bassey and the Dalesmen
as told to John Sedgwick by Louis Spencer

Can you imagine a local male-voice choir performing in front of an audience 35,000? This seemingly
unlikely event took place in 1993 at Cardiff Arms
Park (the old home of Welsh Rugby Union), when
in combination with 8,900 other choirmen and accompanied by the mass ranks of the bands of the
Coldstream and Grenadier Guards, Middleton’s
‘Dalesmen’ sang in support of Shirley Bassey. The
preceding year saw them at the same venue with the
same numbers, that time supporting Tom Jones. For
choirmaster Louis Spencer the experience of participating in what was called the ‘World Choir’, and the
sound it made, was unforgettable.
The choir was formed six years earlier in October
1987 – the consequence of resident Stuart Flint asking Louis at a Harvest Festival service held in the
Congregational Church if he would put together a
vocal group for the Holy Trinity Christmas Concert.
Initially Louis refused, only to be persuaded by his
wife June to take up the challenge. A fortnight later
rehearsals began at the Zionist Chapel at the top of
the village. Supported by a good pianist, the 12 men
were divided into first and second tenor, baritone
and bass sections. Somewhat surprisingly for Louis,
the rehearsals went well; and the Concert performance turned out to be a great success. The ‘Dalesmen’
were born.
Money was needed if uniforms (blazer, shirt and tie)
were to be worn and sheet music acquired. A sponsored walk was the vehicle. Expecting to raise £250,
the 10 mile walk along the High Peak Trail generated
almost six times that amount. At the 1988 AGM a
committee was formed, a constitution adopted, and
the decision taken to compete - Hazel Grove, the
destination (the annual festival of the Northwest Regional branch’s annual of the National Association of
Male-Voice Choirs). Having doubled in number, the
‘Dalesmen’ came a creditabble 4th. After this success
the choir doubled again in size. With a growing reputation, The Red Cross invited the choir to perform
at Buxton Opera House. The 1000-seater house was
sold out, and £5,000 raised.
The following year (1989) saw the choir enter the
East Midlands and South Yorkshire competition,

held at Selston. Competing against seven male voice
choirs in their class, the ‘Dalesmen’ won first place
and then went on, later that same evening, to win the
18-entry best in show category. News of the ‘Dalesmen’ was spreading - unfortunately an approach
by English Heritage to sing at Notre Dame in Paris
couldn’t be taken up because of an administrative
mistake. But a cassette tape recording of the choir
was made in Bonsall Church in January 1992, with
the 250 copies selling out within the week.
That same year led to the first of the two Cardiff
Arms Park gigs. There’s a very nice story of Louis
persuading Shirl to change four bars of the song she
was singing with them, which I’m sure he’ll embellish
upon if you can ever corner him. In 1995 a kidney
stone problem ended Louis’s immediate association with the choir, which subsequently changed
its rehearsal location, first to Wirksworth and then
Belper, where it still meets. Of the Middleton-based
choir, Des Corby and John Dickenson still live in the
village.

Mysterious Mistletoe

by Nick Brown from Derbyshire Wildlife Trust
Most of us are familiar with holly and ivy which are
common and widespread plants in the county. The
flowers and berries of these plants are important for
birds and insects. Birds feed on holly berries in midwinter, ivy flowers are a huge draw for all manner of
insects in October and ivy berries provide an important food for song thrushes among others in March.
In addition, holly and ivy are important as the larval
food plants for the holly blue butterfly.
But mistletoe is perhaps the most interesting of these
three plants with its strange parasitic habit. Much
more common further south, Derbyshire is close to
its northern limits. While clumps can be found ‘in
the wild’ most occur on apple trees in private gardens, usually the result of deliberate introductions.
Its white berries are favoured by only two birds – the
mistle thrush and the wintering blackcap. Some years
ago, I used to cut mistletoe bunches from an overwhelmed apple tree growing in a back garden a few
miles away - with the owner’s permission, I hasten to
add.

certainly it originated from a seed deposited there by
our blackcap.
Mistletoe, and indeed holly and ivy were revered
by our ancient forebears because of their ability to
remain green right through the depths of winter.
Mistletoe had even more mystical power because it
grew without requiring soil. No wonder this ‘magic’
plant featured so prominently in folklore and legend.
Do you have any ‘secret mistletoe’? Derbyshire Wildlife Trust is asking people to help them find out why
the plant - already rare locally - seems to shun half of
the county.
According to the Flora of Derbyshire, there are no
records of the plant north or west of a line from
about Ashbourne to Bakewell. Mistletoe is a parasitic
plant which can only grow on a host tree, and a high
percentage of the records that exist in the South and
East are from back gardens where it has been deliberately set on apple trees, so it is likely that the plant is
seriously under recorded.
If you have some secret mistletoe in your garden or
have seen any growing wild, then please send the
details to enquiries@derbyshirewt.co.uk to help us
build a better picture of where this mysterious plant
grows. We need to know where you found it, what
sort of tree it is growing on, how many clumps of
mistletoe there are, and if it has berries on or not.

I hung these up opposite my kitchen window at the
New Year, hoping that one day a blackcap or mistle
thrush would find the berries. At last, after some
blank winters, a female blackcap discovered them
and stayed with us from early January to late March,
eating so many that I had to keep replacing each
bunch with another
as the bird depleted
its berry supply!
The blackcap deftly
separated the white
pith (which it ate)
from the sticky
seed which it wiped
onto any nearby
branch. This is the
method by which
mistletoe disperses
itself. Some years
later, I discovered
a tiny mistletoe
plant growing on a
cotoneaster bush in
Mistle Thrush amongst the Mistletoe
the garden. Almost

Middleton Parish Council – November Report

Middleton Remembers, Street Lighting, Bus Service Worries, Former Chair Resigns
Following the Remembrance Service and the dedication of the Middleton Memorial centre stone, the Parish
Council met on Monday 12th November. At a shorter
meeting than usual, History Researcher Lucy Godfrey
gave a report on her work into those connected with the
Middleton who had fallen in World War One, and the
next stages of the project.
Concerns have been raised that the 6.1 bus service in the
village may be in jeopardy due to inconsiderately parked
vehicles making it more and more difficult for the buses
to get up and down Main Street. The issue of parking will
be an item on the agenda of the December meeting of the
Parish Council. Let us have your views.
Derbyshire County Council continues to refuse to switch
several streetlights back on between Middleton and
Wirksworth. The Parish Council remains concerned that
this walk to school route is inadequately lit during the
dark mornings and evenings of autumn and winter.
The siting of the Middleton Memorial on the Village
Green was approved. Prices for the work are being
sought.
Following the meeting the resignation of former Chairman Cllr Sandy Clark was received. The Parish Council

would like to thank him for his work on behalf of the
parish.
The next scheduled meetings of the Parish Council are:
•
•
•

Monday 10th December 2018
Monday 14th January 2019
Monday 11th February 2019

Middleton Parish Council meets in the Committee Room
of the Village Hall at 6.30pm on the second Monday of the
month. Members of the public are welcome to attend and
may make representations during Public Speaking. You
may stay for as much of the meeting you wish although on
rare occasions some items may be held in exclusion of the
public and press. A wide range of information including
agendas, minutes and supporting documents is published
on our website at www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.
uk. Email John Rowe the Parish Clerk clerk@middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk Telephone 07717137526. Write
to: Middleton Parish Council, 1 Devonshire Villas, Upperwood Road, Matlock Bath, Matlock DE4 3PD.
The Parish Council currently has three vacancies to be
filled by co-option. If you would like to be considered for
one of the seats please contact the Parish Clerk.
John Rowe

Cinema Middleton films for December
A golden oldie 1940 film for Xmas – ‘The Shop Around the Corner’, is described as one of the greatest romantic comedies. Paraphrasing a Guardian review, Ernst Lubitsch’s 1940 comedy with James Stewart is back in our cinema for
Christmas – a very different taste from the 1998 remake, ‘You’ve Got Mail’. Lubitsch demonstrates that romantic comedies, like popcorn, can be enjoyed salty as well as sweet. Set in a smart leather emporium in a bustling pre-war snowy
Budapest, Alfred (James Stewart) is a sales assistant nursing various petty grievance against fellow shop floor workers
– in particular Klara (Margaret Sullavan).
So, forget about Xmas hassle and come along to the Village Hall on Saturday 15 December to see a ‘feel good’ film.
Doors open at 6.45pm, and the screening starts at 7.30pm. Come and enjoy a drink or two, or three, and have a relaxing evening. If you haven’t booked your tickets don’t worry just come along and pay on the door. £4 adults £2 under
16s
Sunday 16 December is Children’s Christmas film. We will be showing recently released ‘Incredibles 2’. Children
persuade your parents to come and have a relaxing Sunday morning. Doors open at 10.45am and the screening starts
11.00am. £2 children, £4 adults
Sue Stockwell, on behalf of the Cinema group

Church News
November was a special month wasn’t it. The “Middleton Remembers” events were strangely moving in
their simplicity. Walking through the village behind
the gun carriage I realised that the sound of horses’
hooves and wagon wheels would have been part of
everyday life for those young men who went to war
in 1914. Little had prepared them for the sounds of
battle and the terrible carnage of the next four years.
Yet here were two large black horses plodding steadily up the hill with our tribute, 100 years later.
But now the year gathers pace, and much will happen in December. It’s easy to forget what Christmas
is all about, but it’s simpler than the advertisers think.
I’ve just had an email telling me that I need to “get
the rooms ready for Christmas”. I thought this might
mean I had to make up beds because the grandchildren were coming to us instead of the other way
around. But no, apparently what I need is a new dining room table and chairs and lots of special decorations to go on the table! I guess we could all do with
making Christmas a good deal simpler and great deal
more human than that.
One way of remembering what it’s all about is to follow the journey of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem.
Paying tax to a foreign occupier was bad enough, but
having to go back to your place of birth to do it when
you are more than eight months pregnant is something else. They would have been grateful to anyone
who’d take them in and give them a night’s rest on
that journey. This is why, each year, we re-enact the
Posada, that Mexican custom, now spreading around
the world, in which puppet figures of Mary, Joseph
and the Donkey move from house to house, finding hospitality as they make their way to Bethlehem.

Surely hospitality - a kind welcome, and a warm
home full of people - is what the season is about?
So, the three figures will first appear at our Children’s
Storytelling session downstairs at church at 3 p.m. on
Sunday December 9th when one of the children will
offer to take them home and look after them, before
helping them on their way to someone else’s house.
If last year is anything to go by, they will attend
playgroup, go to the shops, watch TV and be shown
where the swings are – in case their little boy will
need them later. And we fully expect them to appear
in school and at the schools’ Christingle Service. We
will hear a little about their adventures at the Family Service at 11 a.m. on 16th December and we will
welcome them to the stable at the Crib Service on
23rd at 3.30. And if you like a good sing at Christmas then do join us for Carols either at the Millennium Gardens at 7 p.m. on 18th December (with
refreshments afterwards) or at church on Christmas
Eve at 7 p.m.
Strangely, by Christmas, the seasons will have moved
on as the light changes and warmth comes back
into the earth. So, it will be good then to renew our
commitment to the care of that green space around
the church which we know is full of wild flowers and
much wildlife. It’s not straightforward as the closed
churchyard is actually managed by the Council and
we are having to negotiate the timing of mowing etc,
but working with the Wildlife Trust and the children
from school we will review what’s growing and living
in the churchyard and how we can protect it. More
on that next time when it will be New Year! Have a
very good Christmas!!
Peter Lewis, Reader, Holy Trinity Church

Free parking for 11th year throughout December
Derbyshire Dales District Council is encouraging people to ‘shop local’ this Christmas by introducing free
parking across the district from 1st December. In a scheme designed to boost trade, for the 11th year in a row
it will be free to park in any District Council pay and display car park after 2pm throughout December.

Busy Year for Bloomers

Middleton Ladies Group

We’ve once again been invited by East Midlands in
Bloom to represent our region in the 2019 Britain
in Bloom competition. Here are a couple of extracts
from their letter:

A huge thank you to the Cinema Middleton volunteers for giving up their time to show the film
“Finding your Feet” for our November meeting.
This was enjoyed by both members and guests. It
was a bitter sweet film which was heart-warming,
funny and sad. We are hoping to make film night a
regular item in our programme. Thank you.

“We know this puts a lot more pressure on your
group, but we wouldn’t be asking you if we didn’t
think you could achieve this.”
“ ..... we feel that the progress you have shown over
the last few years deserves this recognition........ “
This is a big vote of confidence and we’ve accepted
the challenge. The prospect seemed a little daunting
when we did it in 2017; the reality turned out to be
hard work but rewarding - and everyone did Middleton proud. We’re starting to plan now, including
looking at past judges’ comments to see how we
might impress them, and we’d like to develop new
ideas for possible art and craft installations in the
village and imaginative planting displays to add to
all the beautiful private gardens.
East Midlands in Bloom judging will be in early
July as usual and the national judging will be at the
beginning of August. So, plenty of time to make a
splash of colour. Thanks everyone.
Mike Coveney
Middleton in Bloom

Future Meetings. Please note that all future meetings will be held in the function room at the Nelson.
6th December 7:30 pm. Christmas bring and share
meeting with live and local entertainment, plus
Secret Santa (£5 max).
3rd January 7:30 pm. Film “50 lost pubs of Wirksworth” open to guests, plus a bottle raffle.
7th February 7:30pm. Yoga with Nicky + a raffle.
7th March 7:30 pm. “Spring Herbal Remedies” talk
by Herbalist Frances Burton. £2 fee open to guests,
plus a smelly raffle.
New members are always very welcome, we meet
once a month and the membership fee is £12 a
year. Just come along to a meeting.
Christine Gilmour

A message from the new landlord at the Rising Sun
The Rising Sun reopened officially on Friday 23rd November after a short period of closure and a scramble to
get everything ready. The community response since has been phenomenal.
Food will be served shortly and consistently and the pub will be open from 12 till 2300 (Sunday’s 2230).
I’ll be open as normal throughout the Christmas Period apart from Christmas Day which will be drinks only
between 1200 and 1500.
Everybody is welcome. Always.
Gez McCormick

Middleton Community Primary – November School News
Whitehall
What a fantastic time our Year 5s and 6s had at Whitehall Outdoor Centre. The children threw themselves
(sometimes literally!) into all the activities. Whether
it be stream scrambling, abseiling, climbing, caving or
orienteering all the children showed determination and
enthusiasm, with a smile!
Stream Scrambling was the coldest activity possible! You
got wet, cold and messy crawling in small spaces. The
cold water gets deeper and deeper and you get the water
in your boots! We got some nice warm juice after that. Mia
Abseiling – It was the funnest thing I have ever done in
my life. It’s so high and I went a bit fast! - Ruby
The rope course was quite hard, but we all enjoyed it! Lewis
Thank you teachers for organising this amazing trip! –
Lily

Firework Event
Thanks to the Friends of Middleton and members of our
community, we held another very successful Firework
Event. The fireworks were fantastic and enjoyed particularly by the children. The night raised a magnificent
£1100 which will be used to buy new computer equipment for school. Thank you to all who made this event
possible.
It was so good. I hadn’t seen anything better! – Edward
It was amazing, spectacular and came out with a
bang……literally! - Sam

Remembrance Project
We were very happy to be included in the World War One
community project which enabled our children to work
with a local poet – Lucy Peacock. The children read and
explored poetry from the time. This inspired the children
to write poetry of their own. We hope to put these poems
into an anthology, which will be available to order with
proceeds being split between The Royal British Legion
and school.
You can read two of the children’s poems on the next
page.

Lice

Trench Fever

It’s massive aint it
It’s nearly as big as a bird.
Lets pick it then flick it.
I hope it lands on a German’s head.

Horrible things happen out here,
Or are they,
Things in here
They will make you mad

1234 there can’t be many more,
I hate these things they’re so itchy.
I didn’t know a little thing could do so much harm.

I lure them in with rice,
Waiting to hit them to heaven
But sometimes I’m unwary,
As they scuttle past unharmed.

I am really hoping the Germans
are having the same
problem too
it’s all over me,
its like my skin is crawling.
Scratch under there
Scratch there it never stops.

We dice the lice.
Then cut them through
And throw them on the floor,
For the rats to chew.
By Owen and Leo

By Lily

Tots & Tea Playgroup - An Update
This September we relaunched the Middleton playgroup as Tots & Tea with the help of lots of people, whom we are
very grateful to. These include, amongst others, Jane Monaghan with sorting out toys and securing the Village Hall,
Brenda Hobson with helping to run the play-group, Alison Dugdale for being a link with the Middleton Community
Primary School, Robert & Ann Stamper and Eileen Nelson for general advice.
Thanks to these people, we have been able to implement lots of changes to the play-group and it now has a structure
that provides a balance between play, entertainment, crafts and motor skills that is appropriate for the target age group.
This includes arts & crafts, free-play and sing-along/mini-disco, but also special events like Halloween. We are now also
able to provide healthy nibbles and drinks for the children.
As a result of these changes, uptake has improved markedly with on average 12 children and their parents/carers attending. However, as a result we are looking for extra support on the day. Ideally, we would welcome one more person
who can reliably help during every play-group with the welcoming of children, provision of drinks and nibbles, the
running of activities and tidying up afterwards.
Furthermore, I have noticed that some parents who drop off their children at Middleton Community Primary School
at 9.00am wait for 30 minutes before they attend Tots & Tea with the younger siblings. Although the playgroup starts at
9.30am, these children are welcome earlier although we may still be in the process of setting up things.
Tots & Tea is held every Wednesday during term-time from 9.30AM till 11.00AM in Middleton Village Hall and is
aimed at 0 – 5 years old children and their parents/carers.
Anna Baginska – 075 307 643 82

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr Dawn Greatorex (chair)
Cllr Peter Slack
Cllr Olwen Wilson
Cllr Glynis Spencer
Parish Clerk: John Rowe
www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk

Tel
01629 356 661
01629 823 359
01629 822701
07717 137526

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
irene.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

823023
823023

MP for Derbyshire Dales
RT. HON. PATRICK McLOUGHLIN
Member of Parliament
You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk
Regular advice bureaux
Call for details 0207 2193511.
Working for Derbyshire Dales

823359

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

823023

Village Hall
For bookings contact Jane
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk

825154

Post Office Opening Times
At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364

Monday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-12pm

PJB Projects
Groundwork and Construction
Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths,

Parish Council Meetings
Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.30pm on the second Monday of each month (except
August) in the Committee Room of the Village Hall. Members of the public are welcome to
attend meetings and to raise concerns or make representations to the Council during the
Public Participation section of the meeting.

extensions, garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing & stonewalling
15 years experience.
Fully Qualified and Insured.
Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price
07977 240223

Police
Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
PCSO 4413 Sue Lester suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk
Village Pump Editors
Lucy Peacock
John Sedgwick
Rob Rawlinson

820831
822601
824655

Free Range Eggs

Paws on Paths

Free range eggs £2.00 per
dozen. Can deliver in the
village.

Dog walking services
Middleton Enhanced CRB,
specially adapted vehicle
Tel. Michael Kitching
07982806741

Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219
Finest Grimsby Fish
Suppliers of all Seafood

Cod
Trout Haddock
Crab
Plaice
Lobster
Salmon Cockles Prawns Whelks

Installation – Service –
Repair
07580 457426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk
Gas Safe Registered - 551336

Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons
Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar,
Piano / keyboard.
Installers of cavity wall and
loft insulation; also loft ladders
and boarding

We Do It All
Delivering in your area every Thursday
Call Lee on 07984624544
Email leecockerill@outlook.com

M J Petts
Plumbing & Heating

01629 824595
07802 845223
www.dsinsulations.co.uk

Enhanced DBS. All ages welcome,
beginners or improvers.
Competitive rates and discounted
bundles available.
Tel: 07855812753 or
email ellenfostermusic@gmail.com

