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Middleton Remembers Project

Dates

For over a year now The Village Green Committee has been working
alongside the Parish Council, Colin Julian and representatives from:
SGLR, Wirksworth WW1 Group and a local architect, with an ultimate
aim of commemorating the centenary of the end of WW1.

Every Sunday

Recently, our plans began to materialise with the excellent news that
a £9,900 grant application to the Heritage Lottery Fund, made via the
Parish Council, had been successful. Further to this, we learned last
week that Derbyshire Environment Trust (Tarmac Limited) has awarded us a further £5,000 for the project.

Pub quiz in the Rising Sun
Starts 9pm

So now we can get the ball rolling. There are various aspects to the
project, some of which will continue into 2019. Phase 1 of the project
will see a war memorial erected on the village green engraved with the
names of the fallen. The memorial has now been designed and will
stand nine feet by five feet. On the 11 November – the date on which

Pub quiz in the Nelson
Starts 9pm prompt

Every Thursday

Saturday 9th June
Live at the Nelson: Zipt a new
look to an old favourite

Saturday 16th June
Live at the Nelson:
Two man Ting

Sunday 17th June
Millenium Garden Maintenance
10-12

Wednesday 20th June
Folk Jam at the Nelson

Sunday 24th June
Community Walk
10 am from the Village Green

Bin Days

Grey bin:
11th/25th June
Blue bin/green bin:
4th/18th June

Sketch of the proposed memorial

cont. page 2
Deadline for next issue: Thursday 21st June
Please send items by email to mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk or leave at the Nelson

Middleton Remembers

Continued from page 1
hostilities finally stopped in 1918 - the inlay limestone
slab will make its way up through the village on a gun
carriage to be blessed at the Holy Trinity Church. It
will then continue up to the Village Green and be inserted into the war memorial. The names of the dead
will be thoroughly researched using sources from the
War Graves Commission, Census data, and Street Directories. Knowledge of these men – where they lived,
where they worked, the families they came from, their
age and where they fell will be made publicly available.
Phase 2 of the project will consist of community
activities involving the Primary School and residents
of the village. In addition, a research group will be
formed to support a professional historian in detailing the life and work in the village at that time. We
hope a book may emerge from this.
If you have any feed-back, please get in touch with me
or other members of the Parish Council.
Dawn Greatorex

Middleton Ladies Group May
Meeting
At our May meeting we were treated to a demonstration of flower arranging by Linda Simpson and Pam
Jones. They demonstrated how to create beautiful
arrangement displays for different areas in our homes,
which some of us were lucky enough to proudly carry
home after the meeting. We were delighted to see so
many visitors and hope you will join us again.
Our June meeting (Thursday, 7 June at 7.30pm) will
be a bring-and-share evening with a cheese theme
and held, if the weather is fine, in the Millennium
Gardens, and, if not, in the back room of the Nelson.
If we are in the Gardens, please bring your own liquid
refreshment. Plates and cutlery will be provided.
Visitors and new members are always welcome.
Thank you, Linda and Pam for a great May meeting.
Penny Bunting

Midfolk Festival
July 13th -15th 2018

What will be happening at Midfolk Festival? The
weekend will start on Friday evening with a music
session in and around The Nelson Arms. A wide
range of talented musicians and poets setting the
tone for what should be a grand Middleton event.
Saturday 14th from 2.00p.m. a Festival Village
will be created at Middleton Village Hall. There
will be charity stalls including a jewellery stall
hosted by British Heart Foundation and a brica-brac stall raising money for Cancer Research.
Stalls are free to fund raisers and if you would like
a stall you should call Jane on 825154 or drop in at
the Nelson. There will be an opportunity to have a
go at Maypole Dancing as well as other festival experiences. During the afternoon there will be teas/
coffees and home made cakes for sale. There is no
charge for attending the event between 2.00p.m.
and 4.00p.m.
The main stage event at the Village Hall will start
at 7.30p.m , with performances by Sylvia Needham
and Keith Kendrick, Granny’s Attic and headliners,
the Ric Sanders Trio. The bar will open at 6.00p.m.
and tickets for this event are £20.00 each
Sunday 15th Local Vocal Again, at the Village
Hall,from 2.00p.m. we will be treated to local
artistes performing songs in their own unique
styles. Notts Alliance, Carol Fieldhouse, Leftychris,
Robyn Wallis Johnson and Hattie Hatstar The
afternoon will end up with a lively barn dance and
the whole event should finish by 7.00p.m. Tickets
for this event are £10 each.
Anyone wishing to attend both events will be able
to buy a weekend ticket for £25 each. All tickets
available at The Nelson Arms.
Throughout the whole weekend there will be street
food available, wood-fired pizzas from Bella Mia,
and Fayre Share Catering. Numbers are strictly
limited, so if you want tickets be sure to buy them
in advance as once they are gone….they are gone!
For more information and updates check out
www.nelsonarmsmiddleton.co.uk

Weather April 2018
Dull and wet
Although April was a bit warmer
than average it certainly didn’t feel
like it due to a lack of sunshine
and excess rainfall. A short warm
spell after middle of the month
resulted in the 19th being the second warmest April day on record
and the 22nd, with a minimum
temperature of 11.9c, was the
second warmest April night on
record.
It was the wettest and dullest
April since 2012. The first half of
the month was exceptionally dull
and foggy with only 22.9 hours of
sunshine compared to 97 hours of
fog recorded. There were 66 hours
of continuous fog from 10a.m on
the 10th to 4.0a.m on the 13th, the
longest spell of fog on record in
April and the latest time of year on
record for a period of fog lasting
48 hours or more.

The total rainfall for the first four
months of the year is 465.5mm,
132% of average, and the wettest
first four months on record (since
1977).

which also had 8.
It was less windy than normal in
April. The highest gust recorded
on the moor was 50 mph on the
23rd.

Just three days, the 5th, 19th and
20th accounted for almost half the
month’s sunshine total and there
were 8 days with no sunshine at
all, the most in April since 1993

The only snowfall in the month
was 8cm on the 2nd and there was
no frost recorded after the 5th.
Dave Evans

Diff’ from, or %

Date

of, average
Mean maximum’ temp
Mean minimum temp
Highest maximum
Lowest minimum
Total Rainfall
Wettest Day
Days with rain
Total Sunshine
Sunniest Day
Days with no sunshine

11.3c
4.8c
23.4c
-0.9c
107.3 mm
24.2mm
18
82.0 hrs
11.9 hrs
8

+0.4c
+1.1c
19th
5th
139%
1st
72%
19th

Rise End Telephone Box
Sam Kitching
Tree Services
City and Guilds Qualiﬁed
Fully Insured
07824 469219

Could you save on household
bills and shopping?
+ Single supplier for all your utilities
+ Award-winning customer service
+ Value that’s hard to beat
+ Easy to switch
Contact local Utility Warehouse agent,
Rod Alvin on 0753 1122552

We would like to thank everyone who comments on the ‘phone box
displays and ‘likes it’ on Facebook. We get a lot of fun out of thinking up and assembling the displays. We are grateful to those who
contribute items, especially the talented members of the Art Club at
Middleton Primary School. They are really our artists in residence!
After the current display of Middleton Groups we are already planning for the rest of the year. For Open Gardens we will be showing
the garden of a celebrity, a real coup!
Other themes for the rest of the year include:
		
-A Day at the Seaside
		
-Votes for Women
		
-1st World War
If you have any suggestions or items to offer for display then please
let us know. You can always leave a note in the ‘phone box if you
don’t know us.
We have been lucky in that most displays remain intact but we have
a couple of items go astray, so please don’t offer anything that is of
value in any way.

Life on the wild-side
My love affair with wildlife began
before I was born. You could say
it was predestined; my maternal grandfather, Harold, was a
naturalist – and not a naturist, as I
would tell people as a child!
He spent vast amounts of time
engaging with the world around
him, whether that meant drawing
and painting wildlife, collecting
artefacts, documenting species behaviour, or simply taking the time
to exist on the edge of the Broads
in a home he called The Wilderness. His passion for wildlife
seems to have rubbed off on me,
regardless of how short a time our
paths crossed for.
My childhood was divided between our ‘library’ (a conservatory with a few shelves), in which
my wildlife fact-files were stored,
and the field next door to our
house; back then the trees and
lumpy grass were our playground.
My best friend and I would take
long trips around the local lakes,
creating stories for the swans that
lived there, and paddling in the

water. We’d look out for birds, kid
ourselves that we’d seen fantastic
beasts, and fish with plastic bags;
we couldn’t get enough of being
outdoors. What I remember most
about my childhood was how
amazing everything seemed.
We would build dens for the
woodlice we’d captured as pets,
house ladybirds in ice cream tubs,
and marvel at the tadpoles as they
grew legs; we lived alongside
nature and breathed it in.
When my own children were born
I promised that they would grow
up feeling the same marvel at the
everyday and enjoy adventures
wherever we went. I remember
the moment my son showed his
first interest in nature; barely able
to walk, he was kicking through
some autumn leaves, giggling to
himself as though every rustle was
a hilarious joke. Engaging with
wildlife is as simple as noticing
a snail on a garden wall, hearing a bird calling above the noise
of traffic, or even just walking a
slightly different way home so

What a Doo Wop that was!
How many concerts do you need
to make it an annual event?
The second May concert for
Middleton Community Choir and
gifted students from Anthony Gell
School took place on Friday 4th
May. Once again it was a ‘sell
out’ with the Village Hall filled to
capacity.
Middleton Choir contributed with
several songs conducted by their
Director, Vicky and accompanied
by Jon on the keyboard. Poetry
was written and read by Catherine
and Lucy.

you can spend longer outside.
My children love looking for
mini beasts, splashing in puddles,
watching the rain, and identifying
a new bird on our feeders.
Get closer to nature and sign up
for 30 Days Wild. We know Louise
has. It will help make nature part
of your life. Derbyshire Wildlife
Trust would also love to hear
about what you’ve been doing.
For more information www.
mywildlife.org.uk/30dayswild
Louise Baker (volunteer, Derbyshire Wildlife Trust)

Mining bee, Longlands Scrub,
Swadlincote, by Kieron Huston

County Library Service
Several talented students from
Anthony Gell played or sang solos
and/or duets. They were amazing,
as were the Urban Choir conducted by Zee and the, still fairly new,
orchestra conducted by Nick.
Middleton Choir members are
delighted that their link with
Anthony Gell School musicians
continues and feel very privileged
to share a concert with these very
able, young musicians.
It was an excellent evening of fun
and entertainment. Thank you to
everyone who made it happen.
See you next year!

You may have heard about
proposed changes to the local
libraries.
There will be consultation
events taking place at all local
libraries including Wirksworth..
On Tuesday 12 June the Library
Service will be holding a drop-in
session at Wirksworth Library
from 2-4 pm where you can find
out more about proposals for the
Library and have an opportunity
to ask questions and discuss the
proposals with library service
staff from Derbyshire County
Council Library Service.

Middleton Runners
Starting from the Village Green on alternate Fridays (5.30pm) and
Sundays (5pm), a group of runners set out from the village. A condition of the group is that no one is left behind – I should know, as
I usually bring up the rear.
We started meeting last autumn As the nights were drawing in, we
ran wearing head torches and looked from a distance like a bunch
of miners at the end of their shift. Indeed, running out of the village
around the woody, windy paths, behind black rocks, and over the
Moor, would be a trip hazard even in broad summer daylight. As
my headtorch was naff, and I’m taller than most, I learned to run,
much, I’m sure, to their annoyance, in the light thrown out by my
fellow runners! If ever somebody was foolish enough to buy me a
diamond, I would sell it and buy the best headtorch available.
A particular memory is one winter’s evening, running through light
flurries of snow up the incline from Cromford. Everything was
rounded in white and when lit up by our headtorches made for a
very magical moment. So much so that I took my time getting to
the top. (Actually, I was going flat out but it sounds more poetic
to say otherwise!). In the meantime, the others had got to the top,
gone back down, and then come up again. They really do wait for
you!
Running is very cool for beating the winter blues. Once you’re
off you warm up quickly. And, once done and in a hot shower, it
feels great. That doesn’t mean we don’t enjoy the actual running,
although one of the group (Bella) always starts by saying “right,
let’s get this over with and get back ‘ome”. We’ve had a couple
of warmer runs recently and looking forward to some great views
now the head torches aren’t needed.
I am very grateful to Emma Wild for setting up the group, as it
does wonders for one’s physical and mental health. And grateful to
Gavin, who got me started on Strava - the web app which tells you
how far you’ve gone, how long it’s taken, how far behind everyone
else you are (in my case) and a cool map of the exact route you’ve
taken. I was nagged to get on the site – thought I was far too busy
for such shenanigans. Now I enjoy the camaraderie we have online, as well as on route: well, only when you’re not going up-hill!
We usually run around 10k (6.2 miles in old money) but are always
happy to do a figure of eight to drop people off at the 5k mark if
they prefer - we’ve done that a number of times depending on the
group we get out. If you are interested, do contact either Gav Croll,
Bella Johnson, Emma Wild, or me Ruth Woolsey. Alternately, you
can email Emma at emma.wild@slimmingworld.co.uk; or download the Strava app, search for Middleton Runners and request
to join the group (I post run times and dates up on Strava every
week). Please feel free to come along – run to be free.
Ruth Woolsey

Our Sixes Are Safe!
A quick summary of the Wirksworth
Bus Meeting held on 9th May 2018.
I attended the 7:30pm meeting in
Wellspring Church. Organised by
Transition Wirksworth to discuss
current and future bus services and
future plans, the church was packed,
with standing room only. Speakers
included Chris Higgity, senior officer
in Public Transport for DCC and
Vicky Williams, commercial manager of Trent Barton Buses.
To begin with, the atmosphere was
tense – after all, the speakers were
addressing a very important local
issue of what would be happening to
our local bus services. Many rumours were in circulation, about the
Little Sixes being changed or cancelled all together. One that particularly concerned the village was that
that buses would no longer be coming into Middleton. With great relief,
I am writing this to inform you that
the bus services in the area are safe,
including the increasingly popular
Derbyshire Connect services.
Moreover, we were told that there
are plans afoot to review the Little
Sixes service, with the intention of
making the fleet of buses more reliable, better quality and greener and
supported by a more intelligible time
table. Given rising passenger numbers, Vicky Williams made it very
clear that they are looking to spend
money on the sixes, not save it.
As with all things in rural areas, we
have to use these services to keep
them profitable. Now please pass
the message on so we can encourage
people to use the wonderful public
transport we so desperately want to
(and will) keep.
Emma Rich (Our roving reporter)

Middleton Community Primary – May School News
Our Year 6 water polo team have
continued to play very well, we
finished with a draw in our final
game, and have had lots of enjoyment throughout the tournament.
Our Year 3/4 children took part in
an inter-schools hockey session.
They really enjoyed playing with
other local schools and performed
their best.
“Being on the team was great
fun and I would love to do it all
again.” – Hannah - Year 6
At this time of year our Y2 and
Y6 children take part in annual

statutory assessments (SATs).
Our children have worked very
hard and we are proud of the positive way they tackled the work,
well done to them all!
Our 150 year anniversary event
is fast approaching! We’d like to
invite members of the community
to join us for our celebration on
Friday 13th July. From 1pm we
will open the Village Hall for our
Middleton display, where there
will be lots of photographs and
documents from our 150 year history; drinks and cakes will also be

served. Then, from 2pm the children will be singing songs from
the last 150 years, our younger
children will be Maypole dancing and we will be burying a time
capsule to mark this special event.
We would love to see members
of the community joining with us
to celebrate our anniversary. If
you have any photographs, books
or letters that could add to our
display we would love to see them
too.
“The school is turning 150 and
we are all really excited!” – Ava Year 4
We marked the recent Royal wedding with a lovely picnic on the
school field. Cake and sandwiches were served and the children
played some ‘Meghan and Spoon’
races!
“The picnic was yummy, everyone enjoyed it!” – Breidi - Year 4

Think You Can’t Do A 10k Run???
We at Fitness with Steph think you can!!
And help raise money for CLIC Sargent and British Heart Foundation www.justgiving.com/teams/sumorun
Running isn’t just for the racing snakes – we can’t all be Paula Radcliffe or Mo Farah. Most of us can run,
but we concede that some legs are better than others…
The event…
Run organised by Wirksworth Running Club
“Tunnels & Trails 10k” (starting from Middleton Top)
Wednesday 13th June at 7.30pm. Entry Fee £5.00
As part of our desire to lead healthier lifestyles and give us something to aim for, our Monday night class at
Middleton have agreed as a group, to take on the challenge of this 10k event. Most of us have never run this
far before.
We invite you to join us and run in a friendly environment with the mutual support and encouragement of
the other members of the group. Our aim is for everyone to finish the event smiling at whatever pace you
can manage. And don’t worry about finishing last - our Steph will be last, slowed by her sumo suit!

Little Emma’s Recipes – June
June is coming and with it strawberries, fresh peas, cherries, figs,
peppers and lettuce. All the lovely
colourful sunshine on our plates
allowing us to eat with our eyes as
well as our palate! Here are a few
taste sensations that are sure to
wow guests at your next BBQ!

Strawberry, Chicken & Blue Cheese
Salad

It might sound like an unusual
combination, but it is colourful
and delicious. Figs can substitute
for strawberries or, indeed, be
combined with them. For those
who aren’t huge fans of blue
cheese, I recommend a good
strong brie or Camembert instead.
However, this is a fantastic way
to eat blue, and you’ll understand
why when you try it! For this
recipe, I’ve chosen the ingredients
based on their colour, but mix
it up to your own taste. When it
comes to quantities, allow about
half a breast of chicken and half a
small handful of each of the salad
items.
Ingredients
Blue Cheese
Strawberries
Pine Nuts (or walnuts!)
Mixed Herb Leaf & Mint
Cherry Tomatoes
Cucumber
Edible Flowers (optional!)
Mixed Peppers
Red Onion

For Sale

Dry Seasoned Logs

Bulk bag: £55
Large net of logs: £2.50
Net of sticks: £2
Phone or text David on
07900481845

Radishes
Sugar Snap Peas
Chicken Breast
For the dressing
4 tbsps raspberry or balsamic
vinegar
A good handful of Strawberries
About 100ml Olive Oil
Seasoning (to taste)
Method
Dressing
Add Strawberries whole, balsamic
and a little pepper to the pan and
stew. Puree the mixture with a
hand blender or food processor,
allow to cool. Once cooled add
a little more vinegar to the mix
if it’s a little thick, then slowly
whisk in olive oil until viscous
enough for dressing, season as
desired.
Salad
Prepare the vegetables for your
salad. I butterfly out my chicken
breasts, if you’re unsure how to, a
good butcher would be more than
happy to do this for you. Chargrill
your butterflied breasts on a grill
or BBQ until cooked through. Allow to cool and slice lengthways.
Add to the salad along with crumbled blue cheese, thinly sliced
strawberries and sprinkle on nuts.
Add dressing to the salad and
serve with a crisp sauvignon blanc
for a real summer pleasure.

Summer Style Slaw
This recipe is a delightful side
to a BBQ, it’s easy and cheap
to make and it’s also very good
for you. In the age of spiralizers,
and egg slicers (and other odd
kitchen gadgets we never knew
we needed) this recipe might be
a useful one to use those tools at
least once!
Ingredients
6 Carrots
Bunch of Radish
4 Medium Courgettes
1 small Red Onion
A handful of raw broccoli stalks
(that’s right, no more veg waste!)
1 green apple
Dressing
1 lime juiced
3 Tbsp Cider Vinegar (white wine
vinegar is almost the same)
4 Tbsps of honey
4 Tbsps of Dijon mustard
8 Tbsps of Olive Oil
For the dressing quickly whisk
all ingredients except oil, slowly
incorporate oil until fairly thick
in consistency. Season as desired.
Finely and thinly slice all ingredients, courgettes and apple last,
dress immediately to prevent
browning. I often throw parley
and mint into this recipe for a really tasty salad to match fish.

Millennium Gardens
Sunday 3rd June and Sunday 17th June 10am to 12.00
We would love to welcome some new volunteers to help us plant and
weed the Millennium Garden in preparation for the Open Gardens
weekend and for the Middleton in Bloom judging in July. One or two
hours of your time during either of these mornings would be great.
Thank you, Hilary Casey

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr Sandy Clark
Cllr Dawn Greatorex (chair)
Cllr Rob Rawlinson
Cllr John Sedgwick
Cllr Peter Slack
Cllr Olwen Wilson
Parish Clerk: John Rowe
www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk

Tel
01629 822 372
01629 356 661
01629 824 655
01629 822 601
01629 823 359
01629 822701
07717 137526

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
irene.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

823023
823023
823359

MP for Derbyshire Dales
RT. HON. PATRICK McLOUGHLIN
Member of Parliament
You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk
Regular advice bureaux
Call for details 0207 2193511.
Working for Derbyshire Dales

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, Logs,
Kindling & Firelighters
Quality fuels at unbeatable value

Signal Fuels

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

823023

Village Hall
For bookings contact Linda
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk

822511

PJB Projects

Post Office Opening Times
At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364

Groundwork and Construction

Monday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-12pm

Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths,
extensions, garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing & stonewalling

Parish Council Meetings
Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.30pm in the Committee Room of the Village Hall.
Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings and to raise concerns or make
representations to the Council during the Public Participation section of the meeting.

Police

820831
822601

All views expressed are the contributor’s own and unless expressly stated are not necessarily
the view of the Village Pump. We reserve the right to edit or omit contributions.

Free Range Eggs

Paws on Paths

Free range eggs £2.00 per
dozen. Can deliver in the
village.

Dog walking services
Middleton Enhanced CRB,
specially adapted vehicle
Tel. Michael Kitching
07982806741

Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219
Finest Grimsby Fish
Suppliers of all Seafood

Cod
Trout Haddock
Crab
Plaice
Lobster
Salmon Cockles Prawns Whelks

We Do It All
Delivering in your area every Thursday
Call Lee on 07984624544
Email leecockerill@outlook.com

15 years experience.
Fully Qualified and Insured.
Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price
07977 240223

M J Petts
Plumbing & Heating

Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
PCSO 4413 Sue Lester suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk
Village Pump Editors
Lucy Peacock
John Sedgwick

01773 747027
07974 434447
07970 215726
Approved coal merchants
Our reputation is glowing

Installation – Service –
Repair
07580 457426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk
Gas Safe Registered - 551336

Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons
Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar,
Piano / keyboard.
Green Deal approved
installers of
cavity wall
and loft insulation

Enhanced DBS. All ages welcome,
beginners or improvers.
Competitive rates and discounted
bundles available.

01629 824595
07802 845223
www.dsinsulations.co.uk

Tel: 07855812753 or
email ellenfostermusic@gmail.com

