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HILL – a review by Rob Rawlinson

Dates

At one o’clock on Saturday 14 April a party of 29 of us set off from the
Nelson in a coach bound for Buxton Museum and Art Gallery. Our
quest was the exhibition of paintings, sculpture, photographs, poems
and video about our environment – that is, the limestone plateau that
rises from Wirksworth and stretches from our village across to Harborough Rocks. This was an exhibition about our people – the land they
work and the animals they tend. It was inspiring in that it got the viewer
to imagine the place in a different way.

Every Sunday

The journey to Buxton was a delight, with lovely views over towards the
reef knolls of the upper Dove. On arrival at the gallery we were encouraged to go straight upstairs to the exhibition room on the first floor and
before long the room was buzzing with excitement at what we were seeing and hearing.
The first thing to catch your eye when you enter the room is a life size
model of a Friesian cow. This was made by sculptor Sally Matthews
using a wire and wooden framework finished with pigmentation made
from coal dust and limestone and white feathers.
Continued, page 2

Pub quiz in the Nelson
Starts 9pm prompt

Every Thursday
Pub quiz in the Rising Sun
Starts 9pm

Saturday 5th May
Live at the Nelson: Hattie Hatstar tickets £7

Wednesday 16th May
Folk Jam at the Nelson

Coming Soon
Saturday 9th June
Live at the Nelson: Zipt a new
look to an old favourite

Bin Days
Grey bin:

14th/29th May

Blue bin/green bin:
8th/21st May

Post Office

Middleton residents discussing the Thought Sheep at HILL in Buxton

At the Nelson Arms.
Tel 01629 733520 /
07770 662364
Monday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-12pm

Deadline for next issue: Thursday 24th May
Please send items by email to mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk or leave at the Nelson

HILL - A Review by Rob Rawlinson
Continued from page 1
Around the walls of the room are
photographs taken by Kate Bellis, mainly in shades of black and
white depicting scenes on, under
and above the hill, some images
of sheep being cared for at lambing time and other pictures of
rural life in the shadow of the Hill.
Kate’s images beautifully capture
the essence of life in a rural community including some of the
harsher realities of farming.
A part of the exhibition is a film
made by Gavin Repton which
includes a visit down Goodluck
Mine, a local lead mine, which
was driven into the hillside in
1830, although there had been
earlier mining from above. Different owners had varying luck
with their ventures, but overall the
workings probably cost more than
the value of the ore extracted. A
key geographical feature of the
Hill is Harborough rocks and its
eponymous cave. The cave was
visited by Daniel Defoe on his tour
of Britain in 1724-1727. Gavin’s
film shows a group of women,
who celebrate the eight Celtic festivals, singing in Harborough cave.
The singing is very stirring, and
the film well depicts their connection with the land and community.
The exhibition, including Gavin’s
film, has readings of Lucy Peacock’s wonderful poetry read by
herself and other carefully chosen
local people. The poetry helps to
bind together the other exhibits
and describes in verse various
rural activities and farming life in
a charming way.

The artists were present when we
went, so visitors had the opportunity to talk to them and ask
questions about their work and
the methods they used. There
was a hubbub of conversation all
afternoon as we enjoyed looking
at the works of art and discussing
what we saw.
According to Barry Lewis, Derbyshire County Council leader “the
Hill exhibition has proved very
popular among visitors to Buxton
Museum and Art Gallery, who
have remarked on both the beauty
and the harshness of rural Derbyshire that the installation has
captured. ‘Hill’ has also received
favourable coverage in both local
and national media, which can
only boost the county as a cultural

and tourist destination”
The various positive comments in
the exhibition feedback book show
how well it has been received.
According to Middleton resident
Penny Bunting “The exhibition
is varied, having photography,
poetry, sculpture and music, but it
somehow comes together showing real life including the harshness of it”. Columnist and broadcaster Matthew Parris wrote in the
Times: “Extraordinary, because
this is not artsy-fartsy stuff, not
sweet, sometimes brutal, fitfully
tender, showing birth and death in
farming on the hill’s surface and
the long hard history of mining
beneath it…I was tremendously
moved.” So were we all. A mustsee event for all Middletonians.

Weather March 2018
Dull, chilly and wet

It was the 8th coldest March in the
last 44 years and the coldest since
2013. The month was notable for
two short but very cold and snowy
spells at the beginning, and in the
middle, of the month. The first one
was particularly severe and on the
1st the maximum of –3.2c and the
minimum of –8.0c were both the
lowest on record in March since at
least 1963. The cold weather was accompanied by a strong to gale force
E/NE wind and on the afternoon of
February 28th, into early morning
on March 1st the wind chill equivalent temperature (how cold it would
have to be to feel the same degree
of coldness in still air) was between
–25c and –29c. The temperature remained below 0c all day on 5 days in
the month and 4 of these recorded
a maximum temperature lower than
the March record prior to 2013.

It was the second wettest March on
record, behind 1981, and the dullest
since 2005. The rainfall total for the
first quarter was 358.2mm, 130%
of average. This is the wettest first
quarter since 2016 and the 6th wettest in the last 44 years. The first half
of the month was particularly dull
and foggy with just 14.6 hrs of sunshine recorded and 110 hours of fog.

Overall, fog, frost and snow were
more prevalent than any time since
March 2013. The wind reached gale
force on the 1st and 2nd with several
gusts approaching 60 mph, causing
significant snow drifts, again not
seen since March 2013.
Dave Evans
Diff’ from, or %
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Elderflower Champagne:
An explosive fizz
Beer expert, Angie Corby writes: “40 years
ago this was made by many people in the
village. It’s quite alcoholic. After a while
ordinary wine bottles blew up if kept for
too long!
7 big heads of elderflower,
2 lemons
I gallon (4.55 litres) of cold water
11/2 lbs (0.68kg) of sugar
2 tbls white wine vinegar
Squeeze juice of two lemons. Cut the peel
into four parts and add to the elder flowers, vinegar and sugar in a large bowl. Pour
in the cold water and leave for 24 hours,
strain and then bottle and cork. Store in a
cool place for at least two weeks

6.0c
0.3c
10.6c
-8.0c
166.1mm
28.6 mm
24
55.0 hrs
8.7 hrs
8

-2.0c
-1.4c
25th, 26th
1st
194%
12th
54%
25th

Derbyshire Wildlife Trust
Wildlife, Wildflower & Middleton School Gardening
The DWT team got together just before Christmas to spruce up the
area in front of their offices - it was in need of a little tender love and
care and had potential for all sorts of wildlife friendly homes.
At the front, raised beds were built using sleepers that were filled
with compost. In April it was time to think about what to plant in
them. What to do!
Middleton Community Primary School Gardening Club came to
our rescue! After school one afternoon, Mrs Bowle, Mrs Williams
and three hardy gardening experts arrived. Kieron Huston, from
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust provided the seed for the wildflower bed,
while the gardening club scattered them.
Wildlife-friendly gardening is about making a haven for those
around you as well as wildlife. By gardening sympathetically for
wildlife, even in the smallest of gardens, you’ll be rewarded by a
truly natural outdoor space where you can make contact with the
plants, animals and birds that make their homes there.
Here are some hints and tips to attract butterflies to your garden.
Select a site - choose a sunny, sheltered spot. Butterflies need the sun
to warm them up and get them going and they enjoy basking in the
sun. They will not visit flowers in the shade.
-Choose your plants carefully – select plants that flower at different times to provide a continuous supply of nectar. Old-fashioned
varieties tend to be more nectar-rich, whilst double flowers and
new hybrids yield very little.
-Be mindful of catering for caterpillars by ensuring that your mix
includes some food plants that they thrive on; without these butterflies will continue to decline.
-For hibernation, thick vegetation will provide cover for butterflies
that hibernate in winter.
-One further tip: plant groups of the same species in groups of
three-to-five. This will give a strong visual signal and generate a
stronger scent to passing butterflies.
The children of the Middleton Community Primary School Gardening Club were an asset to their school. Next time you walk passed
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust take a look over the wall and see how
their planting is doing.
Jacky Swift – Derbyshire Wildlife Trust

Village Groups Contact List
If you have a group that you’d like to
include, please email us.
Middleton in Bloom
Secretary: Hilary Casey (820076)
Village Green Committee
Secretary: Dawn Greatorex (356661)
Middleton Environment Group
Chair: Rob Stamper
Allotments Committee
Chair: Mike Knott (826075)
Middleton Ladies’ Group
Pam Jones (823920) or Christine Gilmour (822455)
Steeple Grange Light Railway
Martin Smith:
martinsmith187@tiscali.co.uk
John Cash: jtcpc@supanet.com
Middleton Book Group
Lucy Peacock (820831)
MMBG (Middleton Mountain Bike
Group)
www.mmbg.co.uk
Middleton and Wirksworth Wrestling
Club
Classes on Monday evenings in the
village Hall. Contact Trevor Hoskins
(07961 516722)
Middleton Toddler Group
Meets Wednesdays 1.30pm-3pm at the
Village Hall
Nelson Arms
Bar and accommodation. Alan and
Jane (825154)
Knit and Natter
In the Nelson on Mondays, 1-3pm,
with Community Luncheon on alternate Mondays. Brenda Hobson 824600
Yoga Classes
Tuesday and Thursday evenings in the
village hall. Contact Nicky Mumford
07780 685083

Middleton Community Primary – School News
We’ve had some great news in
school this week. Our bid for
funding from Awards4all has been
successful and we will be able to
install a new ‘trim trail’ for our
field and sports markings on our
upper playground – the children
are very excited!
There has been more success for
our writers, two of our Y3 children have had their riddles published in ‘Little Riddlers’, well done
Olly Giles and James Love.
Our water polo team played brilliantly and won their first match
and were narrowly beaten in their
second. We are so pleased we are
able to take part in such a varied
number of sports, thanks to the
School Sports Partnership and our
links with Anthony Gell School.
This term our children will be taking part in tennis, golf, water polo
and Quadkids training sessions
and competitions.
Parent Teacher Associations are
so important for schools. They
enable us to add those ‘extras’
that school budgets sometimes
cannot provide. Our ‘Friends of
Middleton’ is very valued, but we
are always seeking extra members
to help run and organise school
events. If you are a parent/carer of
a child at school, or a member of
our community that would like to
lend a hand, please contact school
for more details.
Please remember to put Friday
13th July in your diaries. This is
the day we will be holding our 150

year celebrations. We would love
to see members of the community
joining with us to celebrate our
anniversary. More details to follow.
Science day – We had a fabulous
day taking part in lots of super
experiments. Children were making lava lamps and ‘rainbow in a
glass’, slime and ‘chicken poppers!’
We also invited Professor Karim
Vahed into school who taught the

children about insects and how to
group animals by getting hands
on with insects! The children were
able to handle millipedes, cockroaches and stick insects and they
met a range of spiders, crabs and
leaf insects too!
‘The day was fascinating and fun.’
‘The chicken in a cup was fun to
make and amusing to use!’ It was
all very fun and everyone got very
messy!’

CHURCH NEWS
Let’s hope it’s warming up at
last. We’ve had a few damp cold
months haven’t we and the Big
Freeze wasn’t kind to the church
heating pipes. Temporarily we
have had to hold services in the
Basement Meeting Room which
has had the advantage of being
warm and rather comfortable.
Resolving the heating problems
reminds us, once again, about how
generous many of you have been
with the Annual Church Patronage Appeal. It looks as if the total
raised will be as great as last year
and I hope to be able to write
more about our plans for the heating next month.
Warmer weather will no doubt
see many of us out in the garden
checking on what has survived the
weight of snow or recovered from
the deluges of March. Although
Middleton is in many ways an
industrial village, rather than an
agricultural one, we are very aware
of the seasons and can see in every
direction the impact of weather on
fields, farm animals and crops. In
the past the church year regularly
marked various turning points
in the agricultural year and not

Could you save on household bills
and shopping?
+ Single supplier for all your utilities
+ Award-winning customer service
+ Value that’s hard to beat
+ Easy to switch
Contact local Utility Warehouse agent,
Rod Alvin on 0753 1122552
www.ukutilitysaver.org.uk

just harvest. With modern worries about climate change and our
awakening to the importance of
caring for the earth, the church
has recovered some of these old
festivals to remind us of our connection with the land. On May
6th we mark something called
Rogation when, for hundreds
of years, villagers would remind
themselves of their relationship with the soil and their own
fields and dedicate themselves,
once again, to tilling, sowing and
reaping in a partnership between
human beings and God’s earth.
It’s a good moment to remind
ourselves of where our food comes
from – whether locally grown or
depending on growers far away.
So at 11 a.m. on May 6th we will
mark Rogation with a simple
special service in the Basement
Meeting Room and, perhaps, out
in the churchyard itself – weather
permitting. All are welcome. Do
join us.
Another thing which comes
around each May is Christian Aid
Week which this year is on 13-19
May. Middleton has always been
generous in supporting this and

For Sale

Dry Seasoned Logs

Bulk bag: £55
Large net of logs: £2.50
Net of sticks: £2
Phone or text David on
07900481845

your envelope should be inside
your Village Pump. This is an
important opportunity for us to
contribute something, however
small it may seem, to the larger
problems of the wider world
beyond our doorsteps. It may
seem a small amount of money
when you put it in the envelope,
but together it mounts up. The
Wirksworth District as a whole
has a great record of funding work
by Christian Aid to tackle natural
disasters, to support development
in poor parts of the world and to
do something practical about the
injustices of our times. I hope you
will join in this communal action in May. A volunteer from the
village will be coming to collect
your envelope during Christian
Aid Week. However, if it isn’t collected, please return your envelope to the Nelson, to Traid Links
in Wirksworth or to one of the
church contact people in the village. Thank you for your valuable
help with this.
Peter Lewis
Reader, Holy Trinity Church

Sam Kitching
Tree Services
City and Guilds Qualiﬁed
Fully Insured
07824 469219

Little Emma’s Recipes – May
Hello village pump readers! May
is upon us which means spring
is truly here. Watercress, wild
nettles, rocket and asparagus
will soon be in abundance. The
peppery leafy greens listed are a
perfect match with seasonal fish
such as salmon, coley and prawns.
So here are some seasonal, sensational savoury recipes for springtime scoffing.

Wild Nettle Soup
A favourite of mine, as I love going out foraging for a good seasonal meal. You’ll need some gardening gloves, else you’ll end up
with some nasty stings, but once
cooked, it’s a seasonal delight. This
dish is lovely with a great swirl
of wild garlic pesto (if you could
possibly have kept it for this long!
- see last month’s recipes).
Ingredients
1 onion finely diced
1 large potato peeled and diced
2-3 carrots diced
Celery Stick (optional but I really
like it)
1 litre of good vegetable stock
500g of nettle leaves, picked and
washed (you’re looking at a good
carrier bag full for this one)
A knob of butter
Splash of cream
Method
Sauté onions, carrots, celery and
potato in butter and a splash of
olive oil.

Add your nettles and veg stock
and simmer for around 15 minutes, until potatoes are soft.
Blend and add cream, add seasoning to taste.

Salmon with asparagus,
crushed new potatoes and
poached egg
I love meat, but there’s something
about fish that really gets me.
The best thing about salmon is
you can treat it like a steak, serve
it on the rarer side and you get
this delicious variety of textures
through the meat. New Jerseys are
also coming into season and are
much sweeter this time of year, so
we need do little more than boil
them. Indeed, lathered in butter,
with poached free-range eggs,
they are a delight on their own.
Why not pop down and grab some
from the pub!
Ingredients - Serves 2.
10 Asparagus Tops
2 Salmon Fillets
100g New Jersey Royals
100g Watercress
2 Free Range Eggs
100g Broad Beans (I use frozen as
a quick cheat)
Knob of Butter
Method
To start boil the new jerseys in a
pan for 10-15 minutes depending
on size
Fire up a frying pan and get

almost smoking hot, turn down
the heat add oil and add salmon,
skin side down. You’ll know when
the fish is ready to turn as the skin
starts to brown (about 3 minutes)
add a little butter to the pan to lift
the skin if it’s stuck. Fry for a further 3 minutes on the other side. If
you prefer your salmon well done
you can alternate this process,
or pop in a preheated oven for 6
minutes to cook through.
In the boiling potato water, just
before the potatoes are done,
blanch your asparagus tips, then
throw the cooked broad beans and
asparagus into the pan you used
for salmon (why waste that buttery goodness).
Now boil a fairly deep pan of
water with a touch of white wine
vinegar and salt. When at a rolling boil, crack in your eggs, turn
down the heat to low and pop on
a lid for 3 minutes, voila perfect
poached eggs with no need to
swirl!
Gently fry off vegetables, crush
cooked drained potatoes.
Plate up as desired, add watercress
for garnish and peppery goodness.
Emma Rich

Thank you
Many thanks Alice for the
beautiful handbag. Dawn

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr Sandy Clark
Cllr Dawn Greatorex (chair)
Cllr Rob Rawlinson
Cllr John Sedgwick
Cllr Peter Slack
Cllr Olwen Wilson
Parish Clerk: John Rowe
www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk

Tel
01629 822 372
01629 356 661
01629 824 655
01629 822 601
01629 823 359
01629 822701
07717 137526

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
irene.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

823023
823023
823359

MP for Derbyshire Dales
RT. HON. PATRICK McLOUGHLIN
Member of Parliament
You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk
Regular advice bureaux
Call for details 0207 2193511.
Working for Derbyshire Dales

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, Logs,
Kindling & Firelighters
Quality fuels at unbeatable value

Signal Fuels

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

823023

Village Hall
For bookings contact Linda
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk

822511

PJB Projects

Post Office Opening Times
At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364

Groundwork and Construction

Monday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-12pm

Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths,
extensions, garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing & stonewalling

Parish Council Meetings
Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.30pm in the Committee Room of the Village Hall.
Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings and to raise concerns or make
representations to the Council during the Public Participation section of the meeting.

Police

820831
822601

All views expressed are the contributor’s own and unless expressly stated are not necessarily
the view of the Village Pump. We reserve the right to edit or omit contributions.

Free Range Eggs

Paws on Paths

Free range eggs £2.00 per
dozen. Can deliver in the
village.

Dog walking services
Middleton Enhanced CRB,
specially adapted vehicle
Tel. Michael Kitching
07982806741

Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219
Finest Grimsby Fish
Suppliers of all Seafood

Cod
Trout Haddock
Crab
Plaice
Lobster
Salmon Cockles Prawns Whelks

We Do It All
Delivering in your area every Thursday
Call Lee on 07984624544
Email leecockerill@outlook.com

15 years experience.
Fully Qualified and Insured.
Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price
07977 240223

M J Petts
Plumbing & Heating

Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
PCSO 4413 Sue Lester suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk
Village Pump Editors
Lucy Peacock
John Sedgwick

01773 747027
07974 434447
07970 215726
Approved coal merchants
Our reputation is glowing

Installation – Service –
Repair
07580 457426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk
Gas Safe Registered - 551336

Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons
Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar,
Piano / keyboard.
Green Deal approved
installers of
cavity wall
and loft insulation

Enhanced DBS. All ages welcome,
beginners or improvers.
Competitive rates and discounted
bundles available.

01629 824595
07802 845223
www.dsinsulations.co.uk

Tel: 07855812753 or
email ellenfostermusic@gmail.com

