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All change for Doxey’s Field

Dates

Readers may be aware that Middleton’s favourite sledging run - Doxey’s
Field by Water Lane – was sold at auction recently. The new owner, who
wishes to remain nameless, has told the Village Pump that from next
year, all villagers wishing to use the field for sledging activities will have
to purchase a wristband for £40.

Sunday 1st and 8th April

In return for the money, villagers will be able to use a new ski lift, which
will be installed in the Autumn. The ski lift will use state-of-the-art
technology and will be powered by a medium sized wind turbine at the
top of the field. Please note that access to the moor will be unavailable
while the turbine is installed.

Volunteers for Middleton Bloom
meet in Millennium Garden 10am

Saturday 14th April
1pm Coach to Buxton Art Gallery
for Hill Exhibition £5. Contact
Jane at the Nelson

Sunday 15th April
Open day at the Nelson for British
Heart Foundation. See poster.

Wednesday 18th April
Folk Jam at the Nelson

Friday 20th April
Live at the Nelson: No Fixed
Abode

Friday 27th April
DJ-Suki, DJ focusing on an
eclectic range of musical styles
and genres

Sunday 29th April
Community Walk 10 am from the
Village Green

Saturday 5th May
Pupils at Middleton School celebrate World book Day.
For more school news, see page 2.

Live at the Nelson: Hattie Hatstar
tickets £7

Bin Days

Grey bin: 3rd/16th/30th April
Blue bin/green bin: 9th/23rd April
Deadline for next issue: Thursday 19th April
Please send items by email to mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk or leave at the Nelson

Weather February 2018
Dry, sunny and quite cold
It was the coldest February since
2013 and the mean minimum temperature was the lowest since 1996.
There was a noteworthy cold spell
at the end of the month, which gave
a maximum and minimum temperature of –4.2c and –7.2c on the 28th,
the lowest in February since 1985
and 1991 respectively. The minimum of –7.2c was also the first –7c
recorded here in any month since
January 1987.
It was the driest February since 2012
and the sunniest since 2016. The
rainfall total for the first two months
of 2018 is 199.3 mm, 105% of average and 44mm more than at the
same time last year.
Snow fell quite frequently but mostly

in small amounts. The largest fall
occurred on the 28th and into the
1st of March when there was a level
depth of 17cm and a good deal of
drifting in the strong to gale force
easterly wind, though not to the
same extent as in March 2013. Snow

covered the ground on 13 days, the
most in February since 2010.
The highest gust recorded on the
moor was 63 mph on the 11th, the
lowest in February since 2015.
Dave Evans
Diff’ from, or %

Date

of, average
Mean maximum’ temp
Mean minimum temp
Highest maximum
Lowest minimum
Total Rainfall
Wettest Day
Days with rain
Total Sunshine
Sunniest Day
Days with no sunshine

3.6c
-1.2c
8.6c
-7.2c
61.9mm
14.6 mm
16
70.2 hrs
8.0 hrs
6

-1.8c
-1.5c
19th
28th
77%
8th
121%
24th

Middleton Community Primary School
March School News
It’s been a very busy month in
school. This is a very short term,
so we’ve needed to fit in as much
as we can, despite the snow!
Our World Book Day was highly
successful. The children (and
staff!) were dressed in some very
creative outfits to celebrate our
love of books and reading. The
children shared books together
and teachers swapped classes and
read to lots of children, which was
lovely.
Owls Class have had their visit to
Mount Cook. They had a wonderful time den building, taking part
in archaeological digs and archery
too!

Our children love the outdoors, as
well as being a Forest School we
also have an allotment, a woodland, our school field, garden and
of course our chickens!
After Easter we’ll be preparing our
children and parents for the forthcoming statutory assessments,
getting ready for our annual whole
school production (this year it’s
Daniel and the Lions.) Then, as
we move closer to the Summer we
look forward to our Sports Day,
Summer Fayre and our 150-year
celebrations. Exciting times are
ahead.

Sam Kitching
Tree Services
City and Guilds Qualiﬁed
Fully Insured
07824 469219

For Sale

Dry Seasoned Logs

Bulk bag: £55
Large net of logs: £2.50
Net of sticks: £2
Phone or text David on
07900481845

Village Hall Annual Report
What is going on at the Village
Hall? Read our Annual Report
and get down to the Hall for
our Annual General Meeting on
Wednesday 25th April at 7.00p.m.,
when you will have the opportunity to talk to Committee Members
about past and future plans......we
all hope to see you there.
ANNUAL REPORT YEAR
ENDING, 28th February 2018
The Hall is a registered charity for
the benefit of all of the residents
of Middleton. Comprising a small
group of volunteers, the management committee is responsible
for the running of the hall on a
day-to-day basis, offering users a
suitable environment for a wide
range of activities. Regular users
are encouraged to attend committee meetings and represent their
group.
The committee are: Jane
Monaghan, Chair; Mike Coveney,
Vice-chair, School representative;
Lynda Joyce, Bookings Secretary
and Treasurer; Sue Stockwell,
co-opted March 2017; Rod Alvin,
co-opted May 2017; Helen Reynolds, co-opted May 2017; Jacob
Butler, co-opted March 2017;
John Sedgwick, Middleton Parish
Council Representative
Our long serving Secretary,
Christine Gilmour resigned in
September 2017. Her valuable
contribution was recognised by
the committee.
Who uses Middleton Village Hall?
For school-aged children, the
Hall provides a communal space
to share dinners and undertake
physical exercise. It provides a
meeting place for assemblies and

New LED lighting was installed
in the kitchen and committee
a quiet space to practice music,
room. The lighting in the main
reading and other small group
hall is also being upgraded to LED
sessions. It has also hosted school
fittings as the existing lights reach
drama productions and also been
the end of their life span - a cost
used by Friends of Middleton
effective and environmentally
School during the Firework Disfriendly form of lighting.
play and other fund raising events
We now have a contract with a
such as the Christmas Fayre.
local company to monitor and
The historic and popular Middeter the local friendly mice that
dleton and Wirksworth Wrestling
are tempted to seek shelter (and
Club continue to use the Hall.
why wouldn’t they!) in our hall
New regular users include a Yoga
during the winter.
group and a children’s drama
We continue to employ a cleaner
group.
to ensure that the hall is kept clean
The Hall was booked for Midand tidy.
dleton’s Annual Produce Show and
Plans for the coming year
also hosted Middleton CommuMiddleton Village Hall are pleased
nity Choir’s first public Concert;
to be supporting Cinema Midboth events were well attended by
dleton who will be a regular user
villagers and friends.
of the Hall
The Parish Council holds its
Going into 2018 the committee
monthly meetings in the hall and
has an increased membership,
of course it serves as a polling stawhich means we are able to
tion and for other local authority
plan for the future with more
events affecting the community,
confidence. One of the areas we
such as consultation meetings.
have prioritised is the improveIn addition to regular users,
ment of storage facilities. We are
the Hall is regularly booked for
also looking at ensuring that the
wedding, christening and family
internal space gets a new coat of
celebrations and is licensed under
paint throughout.
the appropriate regulations. Other
Annual Accounts
outside groups visit us regularly
A copy of the accounts will be
over the year, contributing to the
available at the AGM meeting
income of the hall.
on 25th April at 7.00pm. The
hall meets all of its running costs
What have we achieved this year?
from letting charges. We remain
Regular routine maintenance has
financially healthy, enabling us
been carried out and in addition
to provide a facility of a good
the Hall floor was refurbished: we
standard. Information about the
now have a contract with a floorhall including financial accounting
ing expert to ensure suitable floor
appears on the charity commiscare.
sion website – our number is
The piping work to the boiler has
1017608.
been upgraded and a new pressure
For booking information contact
chamber installed making it run
Linda Joyce on 01629 822511
more efficiently.
Jane Monaghan

Middleton remembers WW1 Dead
John Sedgwick interviews Olwen Wilson
JS. I understand that a bid has
been made to the Heritage
Lottery Fund to commemorate
those men from the village who
died during the First World War.
Would you tell our readers about
the bid?
OW. The initial idea for a bid was
shared at last summer’s ‘Celebrate
Middleton’ event. A small display
generated quite a bit of interest
and new ideas that informed the
development of a more detailed
proposal to the Parish Council.
The final bid is made up of three
elements:
1. A heritage research project
to find out as much as possible
about the soldiers of Middletonby-Wirksworth who died in the
First World War. This will be
completed by November 2018, in
time for the centenary of the end
of the First World War.
2. A memorial in Holy Trinity Church lists the names of 41
parishioners who died in World
War 1, however, as I found out
last year, this does not include all
those who died and at the annual
Remembrance Day service, 68
names are read out. The second
element of the bid is therefore
to create a new memorial on the
village green for future remembrance and reflection. This will
be dedicated at a commemoration
event at this year’s Remembrance
Day ceremony and will link to
memorials being erected by
Steeple Grange Light Railway and

Wirksworth World War 1 Committee.
3. The third element is a longerterm project that will research
village life at the close of that
war. This research will help to
understand how the war impacted
on the community, what happened in the immediate post-war
period and details concerning the
production of more than 120,000
headstones from Hopton Wood
Stone for the Imperial War Graves
Commission.

people together for the ends that
you indicated earlier?

OW. I have lived in or near Wirksworth for 25 years and moved to
Middleton 18 months ago. As
I learnt more about the village’s
role in producing headstones
for war graves, and heard about
other communities planning to
commemorate the centenary of
the First World War, I felt that
Middleton should make the most
of the opportunity of funding to
create a memorial to all those who
died, find out more about the hisJS. How much money is involved, tory of this period and celebrate
how will it be spent and what is
its local heritage. Fortunately, the
the time scale?
Parish Council and many other
people agreed and we have had
OW. We have applied for £9,900
support from the Village Green
from the Heritage Lottery Fund.
Committee, County and District
This will be spent on expertise to
Councillors, Middleton Primary
develop a new research group of
School, Holy Trinity Church, the
volunteers, with training provided National Stone Centre and Derbyfrom Derbyshire Record Office.
shire Record Office.
We have also requested support
for Middleton Primary School to
There will be lots of new opcapture family history. We will
portunities for people of all ages
also have creative workshops on
and interests to get involved in
the topic.
the project. If you are interested
in anything you have read in this
If the bid is successful, the project proposal, whether you are young
will start in late April with an
or old, a new resident or can trace
initial focus on confirming the
your family through Middleton’s
names of those who died for the
history, whatever your skills or
memorial, and planning for the
experience, please get in touch to
centenary commemoration in
let us know what you are interNovember this year. The research ested in and skills you could offer.
into the wider village life imEmail middletonremembers@
mediately after the war will be
hotmail.com
completed by December 2019.
JS. Can you tell me what drove
you to lead this bid and bring

World Earth Day on 22nd April
Local organisations, including Derbyshire Wildlife Trust, have
come together to put on a one-day festival in celebration of
World Earth Day on April 22nd - a global event that raises
awareness for environmental concerns and protection for our
planet. This year’s theme is plastics. World Earth Day was first
launched on the same day in 1970.
Today, over 1 billion people from 192 countries celebrate
Earth Day! To make sure you are one of those, come to the
programmed events between 10am – 5pm - there are no tickets,
just drop in on the day and participate in the activities. Refreshments and food will be served at Mount Cook and the National
Stone Centre’s cafe all day - parking (National Stone Centre car
park) and toilets are available.
Programme of events:
•
Guided walks starting at 11am & 2pm from the National
Stone Centre. More walks will be organised dependent on
popularity. Call 01773 881188 to book
•
Bush Craft sessions at Mount Cook from 10am - 12pm
& 2pm - 4pm
•
Drop-in recycled material Arts & Crafts at Mount Cook
all day
•
Bookable sustainable building workshops with Derbyshire Eco Centre. Call 01629 533038 to book
•
Train rides from Steeple Grange Light Railway from
11am – 4.30pm
Come along and join us. If you would like more information
contact us on 01773 881188

Middleton in Bloom

Now the snow seems to be returning to Siberia, Middleton in
Bloom volunteers are getting ready to start this year’s planting.
We had a successful year last year and are girding our loins to
make a concerted effort to get that elusive Gold Award from the
East Midlands in Bloom judges. The support we got from everyone in the village last year was amazing and we cannot thank
villagers, friends of the village and local businesses enough for
what you all did. We are getting our shopping list prepared for
what we will need to make sure Middleton blooms at it’s best
and hope we can count on your continued support.
Our Annual General Meeting will be held on the 19th June at
7.15pm at The Nelson Arms and we would like to invite you to
come along and celebrate what we achieved last year.
Many thanks and may your fingers always be green!

Village Groups Contact List
If you have a group that you’d like to include,
please email us.
Middleton in Bloom
Secretary: Hilary Casey (820076)
Middleton Environment Group
Chair: Rob Stamper
Allotments Committee
Chair: Mike Knott (826075)
Middleton Ladies’ Group
Pam Jones (823920) or Christine Gilmour
(822455)
Steeple Grange Light Railway
Martin Smith: martinsmith187@tiscali.co.uk
John Cash: jtcpc@supanet.com
Middleton Book Group
Lucy Peacock (820831)
MMBG (Middleton Mountain Bike Group)
www.mmbg.co.uk
Middleton and Wirksworth Wrestling Club
Classes on Monday evenings in the village Hall. Contact Trevor Hoskins (07961
516722)
Middleton Toddler Group
Meets Wednesdays 1.30pm-3pm at the Village Hall
Nelson Arms
Bar and accommodation. Alan and Jane
(825154)
Knit and Natter
In the Nelson on Mondays, 1-3pm, with
Community Luncheon on alternate Mondays. Brenda Hobson 824600

Emma’s Recipes: April Fools
Another seasonal addition: here
are a few recipes I’m excited to
write about this month. April
really is the beginning of spring,
surrounded by daffodils and
lambs. It is the sunshine I desperately need after all this wintry
snow!

Wild Garlic pesto

Wild garlic is coming into season
and, if you’re into that sort of
thing, a wonderful crop to forage
for. With the season being generally quite short, you can freeze it
and enjoy all the year round. (If
anyone has spotted wild garlic
growing locally please let us know,
on the Middleton Facebook page,
or via emma.jayne.rich@outlook.
com.

Ingredients
Large bunch of wild garlic
Bunch of parsley (curly leaf is
better)
60g pine nuts
60g parmesan cheese
150ml extra virgin olive oil
Splash of lemon juice

Method
Place all ingredients minus the
olive oil in a food processor, blitz
for a minute or two then slowly
pour olive oil in until blended.
Add a little salt and pepper to
taste. This is delicious on potatoes,
use to top a joint of lamb, with
pasta or let down slightly with
more olive oil with a sourdough
bread.

Spiced Mutton

Lamb is gorgeous this time of year,
however with a little more care
and cooking mutton is absolutely
gorgeous. So this recipe you can
replace the mutton with lamb but I
strongly recommend the flavour of
a good organic mutton shoulder.
With the flavour being deeper in
older sheep they can take stronger
spices, this one is full of flavour
without the heat.

Ingredients
1kg of diced mutton (I use shanks
on the bone for this recipe too)
3 bulbs of garlic
1 onion (diced or sliced - who
cares)
2 cardamom pods
3 tsp turmeric powder
A knob of ginger, grated
3 juniper berries
Fresh Chilli. (I normally use a
teaspoon of chilli powder, as it
adds more colour to the dish).
Can of chopped tomatoes
Tomato paste (to thicken)

Method
First brown-off the mutton in a
pan with a little oil, an extra step
well worth doing to add that gorgeous caramelised favour. Throw
in all spices, ginger and garlic and
onion to release all the flavour.
Transfer to your slow cooker or
a casserole dish with a lid. Add
a can of chopped tomatoes and
cook on a low heat for at least 3-4
hours. If needed, thicken up with
some tomato paste. I usually serve
with a pulse of some type, like a
chick pea salad with rocket.

Cinema Middleton
AGM
Sue Stockwell (Chair) writes:
“Our first AGM will be on 16
April 2018 at 7.00pm in the back
room at the Nelson. As we get
nearer to launching our village
cinema, please come along and
see how things are progressing
and share your ideas on films,
film themes events, membership/
cost of screenings and publicity.
If you are interested in film, we
would really like to see you.
We are making good progress
following our National Lottery
Award, and donations from
the Co-op and DDDC. The
equipment is ordered and well
on schedule. Currently, we are
discussing ideas about the film
programme - what kind of
cinema do we want? As well, we
are keen to hear from children
on their thoughts about what
films they would like to see. The
Committee is working towards a
September/Autumn 2018 start,
so watch this space and look out
for publicity in the village.”
For more information please
contact sue.stockwell@btinternet.com

Could you save on household bills
and shopping?
+ Single supplier for all your utilities
+ Award-winning customer service
+ Value that’s hard to beat
+ Easy to switch
Contact local Utility Warehouse agent,
Rod Alvin on 0753 1122552
www.ukutilitysaver.org.uk

Church News
Easter is here, the snow has gone
(hopefully) and when the schools
go back the children start to
look towards summer and, for
some, the dreaded exams. I took
what might be described as the
systematic approach to working
for exams. I would dutifully get up
early in the morning and do some
revision before breakfast. Then
I would do some more and give
myself a break in the afternoon,
and then do some more in the
evening. Then I would go to bed
and it would all begin again the
next day. Sleep was a welcome
release from the drudgery of it all.
At least that got me through O
and A Levels. When I studied
for my degree, in those days,
students appeared to spend a lot
of time in the bar and didn’t seem
to do much work. Whatever our
approach we all seemed to get
through to the next year- well
almost all of us. At theological college I was expected to act soberly
and studiously so that I would be
considered a suitable candidate
for ordination and thus let loose
on the Church. I had to travel to
Nottingham University on the
first train out of Lincoln at 6.30am
twice per week to study for a post
graduate qualification in theology
as well as working to get through
the stuff at Lincoln Theological
College.
I dutifully attended the lectures at
the University - a four-hour slog,
one after the other, before getting
back on the train to be late for my
tea having trudged up the only

steep hill in Lincolnshire. One
of my fellow students attended
lectures once, bought the books
for the course, never went to Nottingham again and got a distinction while I managed a respectable
pass. I hated him! He’s just retired
as a Bishop—there’s no justice!
Some of us have to work hard for
what we achieve, and others have
a natural gift or just get lucky.
There are shades, in all of this,
of that favourite story about the
Prodigal Son that Jesus told. I
would be the dutiful son who got
angry when the Father welcomed
back the one who had squandered
his share of their inheritance. The
one had gone off, had a good time
- didn’t do any work. The other
stayed at home and had the hard
slog. The point of the story was
that the Father is always generous and forgiving. He loved the
prodigal son and only saw cause
for rejoicing when he came home.
It’s a great story, though it doesn’t
alter the fact that life can be hard
sometimes and keeping the show

on the road even harder.
Which brings me to Holy Trinity
Church. Thanks, everyone, who
has contributed to the annual
Patronage Scheme, and to all who
supported the recent and wonderful concert by ‘Some Antics’ in aid
of church. It’s our fundraising that
keeps us from going under, and we
haven’t been helped, recently by
the final breakdown of the heating
system due to the cold weather. It’s
now beyond repair and so we will
need to work towards the installation of something else in time for
next winter.
We continue to rely both on God’s
grace and the support of friends to
keep going. We look forward, in
the meantime, to the summer and
to the events that are now so much
a part of our common life in the
village. May God bless us all—but
especially all of those studying for
their exams!
Canon David Truby, Team Rector

Choral evening in May

Annie Nelson writes: Middleton Community Choir and
various choral groups from Anthony Gell are having a
concert in the Village Hall on Friday 4th May starting at
7.30pm. After last year’s sell out, admission is by ticket
only - £3.00 for adults and under 18s go free but need a
ticket also.
Tickets can be had from Anthony Gell reception and
members of the Choir.

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr Sandy Clark
Cllr Dawn Greatorex (chair)
Cllr Rob Rawlinson
Cllr John Sedgwick
Cllr Peter Slack
Cllr Olwen Wilson
Parish Clerk: John Rowe
www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk

Tel
01629 822 372
01629 356 661
01629 824 655
01629 822 601
01629 823 359
01629 822701
07717 137526

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
irene.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

823023
823023
823359

MP for Derbyshire Dales
RT. HON. PATRICK McLOUGHLIN
Member of Parliament
You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk
Regular advice bureaux
Call for details 0207 2193511.
Working for Derbyshire Dales

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, Logs,
Kindling & Firelighters
Quality fuels at unbeatable value

Signal Fuels

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

823023

Village Hall
For bookings contact Linda
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk

822511

PJB Projects

Post Office Opening Times
At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364

Groundwork and Construction

Monday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-12pm

Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths,
extensions, garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing & stonewalling

Parish Council Meetings
Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.30pm in the Committee Room of the Village Hall.
Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings and to raise concerns or make
representations to the Council during the Public Participation section of the meeting.

Police

820831
822601

All views expressed are the contributor’s own and unless expressly stated are not necessarily
the view of the Village Pump. We reserve the right to edit or omit contributions.

Free Range Eggs

Paws on Paths

Free range eggs £2.00 per
dozen. Can deliver in the
village.

Dog walking services
Middleton Enhanced CRB,
specially adapted vehicle
Tel. Michael Kitching
07982806741

Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219
Finest Grimsby Fish
Suppliers of all Seafood

Cod
Trout Haddock
Crab
Plaice
Lobster
Salmon Cockles Prawns Whelks

We Do It All
Delivering in your area every Thursday
Call Lee on 07984624544
Email leecockerill@outlook.com

15 years experience.
Fully Qualified and Insured.
Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price
07977 240223

M J Petts
Plumbing & Heating

Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
PCSO 4413 Sue Lester suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk
Village Pump Editors
Lucy Peacock
John Sedgwick

01773 747027
07974 434447
07970 215726
Approved coal merchants
Our reputation is glowing

Installation – Service –
Repair
07580 457426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk
Gas Safe Registered - 551336

Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons
Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar,
Piano / keyboard.
Green Deal approved
installers of
cavity wall
and loft insulation

Enhanced DBS. All ages welcome,
beginners or improvers.
Competitive rates and discounted
bundles available.

01629 824595
07802 845223
www.dsinsulations.co.uk

Tel: 07855812753 or
email ellenfostermusic@gmail.com

