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Casual Vacancies: 2 Councillors
Following the advertising of the above vacancy in accordance with
Section 87(2) of the Local Government Act 1972, and no poll being
claimed, the Electoral Officer of Derbyshire Dales District Council
has advised the vacancies should be filled by co-option.
Nominations are invited from individuals interested in being coopted to the Parish Council. Please send your nomination, to include
your name, address and contact details to the Parish Clerk by email or
post at the address below
Closing date: 9.00am Thursday 29th March2018
Co-option will take place by interview at a Parish Council meeting to
be held in the Committee Room of the Village Hall at
6.30pm on Monday 9th April 2018

Dates
Every Sunday
Pub quiz in the Nelson
Starts 9pm prompt

Saturday 10th February
Live at the Nelson: The Cottage
Blue Grass Boys

Saturday 17th February
Leftychris and introducing new
talent Eden. Tickets £4

Every Thursday
Pub quiz in the Rising Sun
Starts 9pm

Wednesday 21st February

Parish Clerk: John Rowe
c/o 1 Devonshire Villas, Upperwood Road,
Matlock Bath, Derbyshire DE4 3PD. Telephone: 07717137526
E-mail: clerk@middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk

Folk Jam at the Nelson

Middleton Choir

Saturday 10th March

Are you ready to take up a new challenge in 2018?
Middleton Community Choir is reforming after their Christmas and
New Year break and will be starting on Tuesday 30th January at 7:45
pm in the upper room at the Nelson Arms and then every Tuesday.
Music will include songs by Simon and Garfunkel and the Beatles.
All you need to be able to do is to hold a note. There's no audition
just turn up and you'll be made most welcome. If you require any
further information call Peter Stevenson on 822694.

Saturday 25 February
Community Walk 10 am from the
Village Green

Live at the Nelson: Hattie Hatstar.
Tickets £7

Bin Days
Grey bin:
5 th/19th February
Blue bin/green bin:
12th/26th February

Deadline for next issue: Thursday 22nd Feb
Please send items by email to mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk or leave at the Nelson

Weather December 2017
Although the mean temperature
was a little above the 30 year average it was still the coldest December since 2012. The maximum
temperature reached only –0.5c
on the 10th, the coldest December
day since 2010.
Rainfall was below average,
although it was not as dry as
December 2016, it was also the
sunniest December since 2014.
There were frequent slight snowfalls and overall it was the snowiest December since 2010.
Although the mean wind speed
was about average for the month
there were no really strong winds
and the highest gust recorded
on the moor was 53 mph on the
7th, the lowest in December since
2003.
The year as a whole was the 6th
warmest in the last 41 years and

the 11th driest. It was the driest
year since 2011 with only June,
July and September being significantly wetter than average.
The total rainfall for the year was
975.7mm, 91% of average.
The sunshine total was 1140.3 hrs,
99% of average.

Gales were less frequent than normal with 9 recorded. The highest
gust recorded on the moor was 80
mph on February 23rd.

Thunder was heard on only 4

Dave Evans
Diff’ from, or %

Mean maximum’ temp
Mean minimum temp
Highest maximum
Lowest minimum

5.6c
1.6c
10.5c
-3.3c

Date

of, average
+0.2c
+0.4c
20th
12th,
29th

Total Rainfall
Wettest Day
Days with rain
Total Sunshine
Sunniest Day
Days with no sunshine

92.1mm
14.2mm
21
45.4 hrs
4.6 hrs
9

80%
29th
116%
18th

Could you save on household bills
and shopping?

Middleton
Recorder Group
Middleton Recorder Group welcomes new members. Rehearsals
weekly on Wednesday from 6.307.30pm in the Nelson upstairs
room. Friendly, sociable and fun
group attempting a wide variety of
repertoire. £5/session. Some experience necessary. Please call/text
Ellen on 07855 812753 or email
ellenfostermusic@gmail.com for
more info or to register your interest. NB we will not be running on
Weds 14th February.

days, easily the lowest number on
record; the previous lowest was 7
days in 1978 and 1995.

+ Single supplier for all your utilities
+ Award-winning customer service
+ Value that’s hard to beat
+ Easy to switch
Contact local Utility Warehouse agent,
Rod Alvin on 0753 1122552
www.ukutilitysaver.org.uk

For Sale

Dry Seasoned Logs

Bulk bag: £55
Large net of logs: £2.50
Net of sticks: £2
Phone or text David on
07900481845

Sam Kitching
Tree Services
City and Guilds Qualiﬁed
Fully Insured
07824 469219

“Nobody paid me properly for the first 15 years”:
An interview with Hattie ‘Hatstar’ (Doyle to you and me)

Interview by John Sedgwick
We have a great comic talent in
the village. And on this occasion
you needn’t travel to central Wales
to catch her – see answer to last
question. Hattie will be playing
upstairs at The Nelson Arms on
March 10th. I understand there
are a limited number of tickets
available behind the bar.
JS. Your songs are often quirky
and you make people laugh. How
long have you been entertaining
professionally?
HD. I've been entertaining people
for 25 years but no one paid me
properly for the first 15, so do they
count? For the first five years, before I became an accordion megastar I was a mediocre performance
poet and … the world’s worst
diabolo busker (JS. A diabolo is a
juggling or circus prop consisting
of a bobbin and two cups or discs
- the mind boggles).
JS. How on earth did you end up
playing and lugging about a piano
accordion? It must weigh half as
much as you do. Does it have a
name?
HD. I must have done something
very bad in a previous life to have
to play an instrument this heavy. It
has, however, given me herculean
strength. I can bend iron bars and
crush the heads of people who
criticise my songs. No it doesn't
have a name, though often when
I have to pick it up I call it things
that can't be repeated here.
JS. Lucy Peacock has written a

poem about embarrassing her
children. Does your son mind you
getting up on stage?
HD. My son is mortally embarrassed at the mere mention of
body parts, childbirth or intimate
relations, so a Hattie Hatstar gig
is an excruciating experience for
him. To combat this I have recently revived all the punk songs I
used to sing before I was a parent;
he loves those old songs about
killing hippies and smashing the
state!
JS. Have you published any of your
‘mediocre’ poetry and if so can
you buy it in WH Smiths?
HD. I have indeed got a book out in theory you could buy it in WH
Smiths, Foyles or Waterstones because it has an ISBN number and
everything (ISBN 978-0-95747771-1). There is even a copy of it in
the British Library. It's probably
easier to come round my house

and buy it from me, or nip down
to Scarthin Books in Cromford
or The Book Shop in Wirksworth
and get it there. I also have three
albums out. You can buy them on CD from me, or as downloads
on iTunes, Amazon, Google music
and all the usual outlets. You can
even stream my music on Spotify,
Apple Music and Deezer and then
I can (maybe) make 0.003p every
time you play a song.
JS. You told me last week that you
are doing a gig in deepest Wales.
How on earth did that happen?
HD. Not just deepest Wales, so far
this year I've arranged to do gigs
in all sorts of totally inconvenient
places: Portugal, Cornwall, Dorset,
Holland, Somerset, Hampshire,
Oxfordshire, Yorkshire, Lincolnshire, Forest of Dean, Derby and
Wirksworth. As I said, in the
wider world I am an accordion
megastar, though around here I
will always just be a local.

Church News: Notes on Blindness
This might seem an odd way to
start an article, but it’s the title of
the Lent course that the churches
are involved in from 20th February. We are reflecting on the
experience of a man called John
Hull, who went blind as an adult,
and kept a diary of his experiences
and how he adjusted to his blindness. That taped diary became a
book that has become a film, and
it’s the film that we will be watching together and discussing each
week through Lent. For further
details, please look at the notices
in church or on the Team website
www.wirksworthteamministry.
co.uk
Anyone, like myself, who has had
to adjust to hearing loss as one
grows older, or perhaps a decline
in health for one reason or another have just an inkling of the
change of self-image that comes
through the loss of sight which
was so life changing for John Hull.
I saw a news report on TV the
other day about a short film made
about a little girl of six who has
been profoundly deaf from birth
and who has gradually been able
to integrate in school through
learning sign language. The significant aspect of that story is that
all of the children in the school
and their teachers have learnt to
sign as well.

John Hull and that little girl have
had to make journeys of adjustment. They did so by being accompanied by others; and in that
journey everyone involved was
changed – for the better. That
change came despite the loss of
both sight and hearing. Both John
Hull, who died a couple of years
ago and the little girl of six, who
has a life to live, overcame their
loss. They did so with the help of
others.

an ancient piece of hardware continues to bankrupt us!

I’m able, already, to make a connection between their experience
and that of Jesus, whose ministry
drew out from people levels of
confidence and compassion that
they didn’t know they had. Their
meeting with him changed them,
and some went on to do great
things. He went on to hang on a
cross and die—but even that can
be overcome. The Easter message is not just about an event two
thousand years ago; it can happen
in the here and now.

Phone Box by the
Rising Sun

On a slightly more light-hearted
note, and looking back, may I
thank everyone who came to the
Carol Service on Christmas Eve.
With 150 people it was the largest congregation ever to attend
that service. Fortunately, we had
managed to resurrect the church
boiler, which had broken down
just days before, so the place was
warm, though the oil bill for such

Please note the subtle reminder to
all of those generous people who
contribute to our annual Patronage Appeal!
When it comes, have a lovely
Easter.
Canon David Truby

In passing, you may have noticed
the extraordinary transformations
that the Phone Box has undergone
during the last 12 months or so.
Well, …there is yet another iteration. The note below is from the
organisers of this permanent ‘art’
installation
Our next theme is Chinese New
Year.
Were you born in the year of the
dog or are you a snake or a rooster
or......?
Please visit the Chinese Lantern
Phone Box if you’re passing by.
Following this, our next theme is
cinema and films. Contributions
welcome.
Thank you. Judith and Annie
07990970753

School News
The Nelson Arms are holding a
‘Mr and Mrs’ Competition in aid
of Middleton Community Primary School. It’s wonderful that the
community support our school so
much, we hope all who are involved have a great time!
Our Year 5 children visited Anthony Gell School this week to
watch their performance of ‘Disco
Inferno.’ They had a great time
and were very impressed by the
acting, singing and dancing in the
show.
‘Everyone was really good and it
was very funny.’
- Leo Melville-White
‘The performance was good, everyone had a turn and worked very
hard.’
– Owen Young
‘It was so good, I went twice!’
– Mrs Mason
Owls Class have been busy using
our Woodland as a stimulus for
writing poetry. We’d love to share
all the children’s poems with you,
but here are a couple of verses
from Erin Wooliscroft and Anya
Wild (see box on the right).
Once again children from our
Book Club have become published
authors. Congratulations go to
Oliver Love, Ava Spencer, Breidi
Moran, Jessica Swan, Hannah
Fretter and Olly Giles who have
had their short stories published

in ‘Young Writers – Crazy Creatures’. See picture on the right.
Well done to them all!
We will also be celebrating our
love of books on World Book
Day to be held on the 1st March.
All our children and staff will be

dressing up as our favourite book
characters, sharing books and
taking part in a book sale and
book swap. We are really looking
forward to the day.
Alison Dugdale

Poems
Squirrels running, hopping, jumping, skipping among the
frozen leaves,
tales colliding with one another.
A bird knocked from the sky in their wake,
their houses like sky burrows.
Another world.
Wet, soft breezing moss, falling off the branches like snow.
I can feel the chirping robin’s soft, silky, snowy, grey fur as it
softly flutters by.
The soggy, velvety, squishy wet mud.
I can feel the soft knotted wet fur of a squirrel as it hops past.

Charities Plant Stall
Thank you very much for your continued support of Charities Plant
Stall. With all but £224.36 of profits going to Local Charities, Trust, or
Not-for-Profit Organisations, it’s good to report that for the year ending
July 2017 profits are at a record high of £5,667.
Total Gross Takings
Outgoings
Purchase of Plants, Bulbs and Trees
DDDC Rents and Payments for Standing
NMTA Insurance
Fuel Expense
Total Expense
Net Profit

15503.27
9116.27
310.00
122.00
288.00
9836.27
5667.00

Donations For the year July 2016 to July 2017
Wellspring New Community Centre Wirksworth
Middleton Green Supplying Plant Summer and Winter
Hanging Baskets supporting Christmas Lights and
events
Middleton Young People Club at Holy Trinity Church
Wirksworth Swimming Pool
Wirksworth and Middleton Cricket Club
Wirksworth Junior School
Middleton BMX Course *
Wirksworth Mayor Charity
DDDC Chair Charity
Wirksworth Carnival
Bonsall Community Church
Wirksworth Community Christmas Dinner
Total
Taken Forward

2883.20
609.44
500.00
300.00
300.00
300.00
300.00
300.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
50.00
5442.64
224.36

BMX Course Cancelled. Money in the bank to go on Middleton young
people project.
Peter Slack
The editors of the Village Pump congratulate Peter on his outstanding
achievement and contribution to the wellbeing of our local community.

VILLAGE WAR
MEMORIALS
As plans are afoot to have a War
Memorial set on the Village
Green, the editors thought that
this newspaper item might be of
interest:
‘In most of the villages in the
Wirksworth and Matlock areas,
decisions have been come to
regarding the form which memorials to local men who have
fallen in the great war shall take.
At Cromford it has been decided
to erect a village cross near the
junction of the Cromford and
Matlock Bath main roads. The
cross is to cost about £200 and
will be placed in a small parklike annexe surrounded by
shrubs and flower borders, with
seats for the public. Scarthin is
to have a separate memorial,
which will probably take the
form of a public clock on the
promenade. At Middleton-byWirksworth it is proposed in
build a village hall, with offices
for the Parish Council and a
room for use as a village institute
and billiard hall. An alternative
is a scheme of public street lighting, with an ornamental street
lamp bearing a tablet containing
names of the fallen, to be erected
on the village green.’
Sheffield Daily Telegraph Monday 10 February 1919

Comfort begins with mash: Little Emma’s Recipes
Hello Middleton!
This month’s recipes and ideas
are about making those mundane
same old dishes a little more interesting. Nothing wrong with good
old fashioned bangers and mash
but with a little creativity you
can make ‘banging’ mash! Most
people I know love this comfort
food, it’s easy to make, filling
and so very versatile. Here are a
variety of ideas for making mash
marvellous

Colcannon mash
A lovely little Irish twist on mash
that works perfectly with some
amazing butchers’ sausages! It’s a
great way to sneak in those veggies for kids. This recipe is supposed to serve about 5/6 people
but it’s so delicious; my bet is it’ll
only serve 4.

Ingredients
800g of potatoes peeled and
chopped for mash
300g of green cabbage shredded
fine (savoy is my favourite)
300g of leeks diced fine
Butter/Milk to preference

Method
I’m not gong to bore you on how
to boil potatoes to make mash,
but when it comes to the mashing leave out the butter and milk
for now. Sweat down the cabbage
and leeks in a large pan with just
a little water and a knob of butter.
You’re looking to reduce these
ingredients to about half their
original volume. Once sweated

down, add to the mash - you may
need to mix in a little more butter
or milk. Add a little nutmeg and
season to taste: when it comes to
mash I always use white pepper.

Debbie Edge’s Chimichurri

A lot of recipes for garlic mash
involve boiling the garlic with
the potatoes. This works fine and
its great as a quick way to add
flavour to mash. However, I was
taught a lovely way to make a
sweet nutty garlic paste that can
be used in so many other recipes,
so you can add as much garlic
flavour as suits your taste.

This Argentinian staple is super
delicious and fresh. You can use
it to marinate meat, smooth on
buttered potatoes and once you’ve
tried it you’ll realise it is the perfect accompaniment to almost any
meat and veg. The trouble is chillies and garlic can differ so much.
You’re looking for a sort of pesto
consistency but play around with
the flavours until you get them
right for you. The best part of this
recipe is that all the ingredients
are natural and it’ll keep for up to
three months in the fridge. (Miss
working with this crazy gal!)

Ingredients

Ingredients

Sweet Garlic Mash

2 Garlic Bulbs (not cloves)
Olive Oil
Fresh Parsley
Knob of butter (optional)
500g of potatoes (serving 4)

Method
First make the garlic paste. Preheat oven to 190°C. Prick the
whole garlic bulbs with a fork and
drizzle with a little olive oil. Wrap
in foil and place in oven for about
an hour. The garlic is ready when
you can take a clove and gently
squeeze out the garlic; it should be
as soft as a paste and can be stored
in an air tight container in the
fridge for up to a month. Boil the
potatoes for mash. I prefer to have
butter in mine, but for a healthier
dairy free alternative, a drizzle of
extra virgin olive oil works just
as well. Add garlic paste to taste.
Balance with the freshness of
chopped parsley.

2 large bunches of fresh washed
parsley
5-6 tbls (heaped) dried oregano
Large splash of red wine vinegar
2 fresh chillies (more if you like a
little spice)
2-3 cloves of garlic
2 tsps of Honey to balance vinegar
Olive oil to taste

Method
Throw all the ingredients into a
food processor, I often start off
with the parsley, chillies, garlic
and dried oregano with enough
vinegar to make into a paste and
then play around with the honey
and olive oil until it tastes right.
It’s so simple and keeps its flavour
for good few months: unfortunately, it does lose its lovely green
colour over time.

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr Sandy Clark
Cllr Dawn Greatorex (chair)
Cllr Rob Rawlinson
Cllr John Sedgwick
Cllr Peter Slack
Cllr Olwen Wilson
Parish Clerk: John Rowe
www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk

Tel
01629 822 372
01629 356 661
01629 824 655
01629 822 601
01629 823 359
01629 822701
07717 137526

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
irene.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

823023
823023
823359

MP for Derbyshire Dales
RT. HON. PATRICK McLOUGHLIN
Member of Parliament
You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk
Regular advice bureaux
Call for details 01629 57205.
Working for Derbyshire Dales

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, Logs,
Kindling & Firelighters
Quality fuels at unbeatable value

Signal Fuels

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

823023

Village Hall
For bookings contact Linda
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk

822511

PJB Projects

Post Office Opening Times
At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364

Groundwork and Construction

Monday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-12pm

Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths,
extensions, garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing & stonewalling

Parish Council Meetings
Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.30pm in the Committee Room of the Village Hall.
Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings and to raise concerns or make
representations to the Council during the Public Participation section of the meeting.

Police

820831
822601

All views expressed are the contributor’s own and unless expressly stated are not necessarily
the view of the Village Pump. We reserve the right to edit or omit contributions.

Free Range Eggs

Paws on Paths

Free range eggs £2.00 per
dozen. Can deliver in the
village.

Dog walking services
Middleton Enhanced CRB,
specially adapted vehicle
Tel. Michael Kitching
07982806741

Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219
Finest Grimsby Fish
Suppliers of all Seafood

Cod
Trout Haddock
Crab
Plaice
Lobster
Salmon Cockles Prawns Whelks

We Do It All
Delivering in your area every Thursday
Call Lee on 07984624544
Email leecockerill@outlook.com

15 years experience.
Fully Qualified and Insured.
Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price
07977 240223

M J Petts
Plumbing & Heating

Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
PCSO 4413 Sue Lester suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk
Village Pump Editors
Lucy Peacock
John Sedgwick

01773 747027
07974 434447
07970 215726
Approved coal merchants
Our reputation is glowing

Installation – Service –
Repair
07580 457426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk
Gas Safe Registered - 551336

Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons
Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar,
Piano / keyboard.
Green Deal approved
installers of
cavity wall
and loft insulation

Enhanced DBS. All ages welcome,
beginners or improvers.
Competitive rates and discounted
bundles available.

01629 824595
07802 845223
www.dsinsulations.co.uk

Tel: 07855812753 or
email ellenfostermusic@gmail.com

