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Roll of Honour 2017: Jane Monaghan
At the October meeting of the Parish Council Jane Monaghan was
awarded the 2017 Roll of Honour award. Setting up with husband Alan
as first-time publicans at the Nelson Arms in 2012, Jane has developed
the pub as a community centre, attracting multiple village clubs, societies and interest groups. But more than this, the Nelson serves as a place
for information, news and opinion in the best tradition of the family
‘local’: where you can go to have a private conversation, or join in the
banter at the bar. And then there is the beer – always well kept, clean
tasting and well priced, reflecting the art of local brewers located mostly
within an area bounded by Sheffield to the North and Derby to the
South.
One nomination for the award read: “Jane has supported many village
activities by providing a room in the Nelson free of charge for groups to
meet, including the choir, band, gardening club, pub-art, yoga, knit &
natter and Monday lunches all of which benefit so many residents. Jane
is always willing to give her support to any new ideas and suggestions.”
Another nomination runs: “Jane runs a successful and welcoming pub
and encourages involvement in art and music; she introduced a monthly folk jam session a few years ago which has become a very popular
event. Jane supports the local community through her work on the Village Hall and Middleton in Bloom committees and has raised funds for
the latter by coordinating the Middleton Musical Extravaganza over the
last two years.”
Congratulations Jane for enriching our community.

Rising Sun Open
As readers may have noticed, the Rising Sun is open again, with the following opeining hours:
Noon till 11pm Monday - Saturday
Noon till 10:30pm Sundays
We aim to have food up and running in the next 2 weeks!
Updates can be found at www.facebook.com/therisingsunmiddleton/

Dates
Every Sunday

Pub quiz in the Nelson
Starts 9pm prompt

Saturday 16th December

Live at the Nelson: Boothill
Toetappers

Wednesday 20th December
Folk Jam at the Nelson

Friday 22 December

The Kirk Ireton Light Programme
presents A Christmas Carol, Dickens’ classic Christmas tale, tickets
£3 each, all proceeds to charity
–Nelson Arms

Sunday 24 December

Carol Service at Holy Trinity 7 pm

Thursday 28 December

Art Pub at the Nelson – Paint to
music

Bin Days
Grey bin:
11th/December
Blue bin/green bin:
4th/18th December

Deadline for next issue: Thursday 28th December
Please send items by email to mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk or leave at the Nelson

October Weather
Dry, cloudy and mild
October was the 6th warmest in
the last 40 years and the warmest since 2011. It was particularly
warm at night, relative to average,
and the mean minimum temperature was the highest since 2006.
Rainfall was well below average
and it was the third consecutive drier than average October.
The total rainfall for the first ten

months of the year stands at 812.7
mm, 96% of the 30-year average.
Sunshine was also below average
and it was the dullest October
since 2014.
It was the windiest October since
2008 and the highest gust recorded on the moor was 65 mph on
the 16th.
Dave Evans

Diff’ from, or %
Mean maximum’ temp
Mean minimum temp
Highest maximum
Lowest minimum
Total Rainfall
Wettest Day
Total Sunshine
Sunniest Day
Days with no sunshine

13.3c
8.2c
18.4c
2.8c
72.7 mm
20.9 mm
16
56.5 hrs
7.0 hrs
9

Date

of, average
+1.3c
+1.8c
14th
30th
65%
19th
78%
27th

Sam Kitching
Tree Services
City and Guilds Qualiﬁed
Fully Insured
07824 469219

For Sale

Dry Seasoned Logs

Bulk bag: £55
Large net of logs: £2.50
Net of sticks: £2
Phone or text David on
07900481845

Could you save on household bills
and shopping?
+ Single supplier for all your utilities
+ Award-winning customer service
+ Value that’s hard to beat
+ Easy to switch
Contact local Utility Warehouse agent,
Rod Alvin on 0753 1122552
www.ukutilitysaver.org.uk
ukutilitysaver@utilitywarehouse.org.uk

New Year, New Challenge! Why not become a Parish Councillor?
The Parish Council has two vacancies, which are to be filled by
co-option.
If you have an interest in Middleton and a desire to change the
village for the better, this might
just be the role you’re looking for.
From planning the commemoration of the centenary of the end of
WW1 to promoting participation
in the East Midlands in Bloom
competition it’s a varied position
that can take up as much or as little time as you wish to offer.

The Parish Council meets at
6.30pm on the second Monday of
the month (except August) at the
Village Hall. Advice and training
is available to help you develop
your role. Talk to a councillor or
have a look at our website www.
middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk
to see more about what we do.

Contact the Parish Clerk if you’re
interested in joining or have any
questions.
You can find more information
online by searching for “The Good
Councillors Guide 4th Edition”.”
John Rowe, Parish Clerk

Church News
It was good to see large numbers
in church for the Remembrance
Sunday service and we were
delighted to welcome the BMW
Band once again to play for us. Silence was kept, a trumpet sounded
and wreaths were laid. This year
we have been thinking about the
terrible battles of 1917 and it can
sometimes be overwhelming to
hear the numbers involved, but
here we heard the names of real
people, individuals from families
still to be found in the village,
and our remembrance was more
personal.
November has been a month of
transition, as bright autumn leaves
fall from trees and temperatures
drop, we have been reminded

that the year is moving to a close
and Christmas is almost upon us.
There will be many opportunities
to mark this as a community, with
lights in trees, open air carols,
and decorations appearing in the
windows of houses. To help us get
over the message of Christmas to a
younger generation we are reviving an old tradition: Posada.
This tradition comes from Latin
America, spreading widely across
the USA and Europe. The Spanish word Posada means “lodging” and refers to the idea that,
as they travelled towards Bethlehem, Mary and Joseph would
have needed hospitality. So, in
the weeks before Christmas, the
figures of Mary, Joseph and a very

Middleton Ladies Group
Middleton Ladies Group spent
their November meeting making
a table centrepiece for Christmas
under the experienced guidance of
top flower arranger Pam Jones.
Each member was supplied with a
flat wooden box filled with Oasis
foam and a mixed bag of dried
plant material and decorations. It
was great fun, each box turned out
uniquely different from the others
and the whole group were completely absorbed by the work. The
boxes, made by local woodworker
Jacob Butler, will be re-usable for

many Christmases to come.
Planning for the 2018 programme is underway and there
is a range of interesting talks,
demonstrations, outings and
fun evenings ahead. We meet on
the first Thursday of the month
in the Congregational Chapel
at 7.45. All welcome, visit as a
guest, or join for the year.

playful donkey will go from house
to house, being taken care of by
young families in the village. We
will use puppet figures so that the
children can play with them and
we can use them to do some storytelling. Look out for them as they
move around town and pop up at
school. We hope this will bring
the Christmas story alive and give
us a chance to share the good
news of Christmas even more
widely this year. Our climax on
Christmas Eve at 7 p.m. will be the
Service of Carols and Blessing of
the Crib when once again we will
welcome the Community Choir to
lead our singing. Do join us.
Peter Lewis
Reader, Holy Trinity Church

Middleton in Bloom Group

Local Projects Fund

Members of the Middleton in
Bloom group were delighted to
learn recently of our successful
bid for a grant from the Derbyshire Dales Local Projects Fund
towards the purchase of two recycled plastic self-watering tubs.

Next meeting: 7 December, Festive Fuddle. Make a Christmas
paper hat

A big thank you to Cllrs Peter
Slack, Irene Ratcliffe and Mike
Ratcliffe for giving us their
support and for their generous
contribution of £235 which will
enable us to keep Middleton
blooming!

Pamela Butler

Hilary Casey

Gang Mine Nature Reserve:
Lead mining leads to a beautiful landscape
The site of a former might lead
mine might not be the first place
that springs to mind when you
think of beauty spots but Gang
Mine in Middleton is well worth a
visit – now more than ever.
The name Gang Mine comes from
the word 'gangue', meaning waste
– in this case the waste minerals from the mining that were
humped around the shafts. Metalrich grasslands such as Gang Mine
are uncommon across Europe.
Because of this, the area has been
designated not only a Site of
Special Scientific Interest but also
under European Law, a Special
Area of Conservation.
The lead spoil heaps here are
home to particular lead tolerant
flowers such as the rare spring
sandwort and alpine pennycress,
both locally known as leadwort.
Around the spoil heaps there are
open areas where wild thyme and
kidney vetch grow. Bird’s-foot trefoil provides food for the caterpillars of the common blue butterfly.
Look out for ground-hunting
invertebrates such as wolf spiders
and ground beetles.
Away from the lead spoil heaps
the habitat is mostly unimproved
neutral grassland with a variety of
flowers such as yarrow, mouse-ear
hawkweed and bush vetch and the
occasional pyramidal orchid.
Thanks to support from Tarmac
Landfill Communities Fund
through the Derbyshire Environmental Trust, the Derbyshire

Wildlife Trust is making Gang
Mine Nature Reserve an even
more attractive spot to visit. The
installation of a stunning carved
oak bench is the highlight of the
project - a great place to take a
seat and enjoy a quiet moment by
taking in the natural surroundings.
You might spot some of the rare
beautiful species from the bench
but you are more likely to appreciate what Gang Mine has to offer
by following the way markers of
the new wild flower trail when it
opens in March 2018. The trail
will be designed to help the less
confident navigate the site and
improve their knowledge and appreciation of why it, and the rare
species mentioned above, are so
special.

As well as educating us about the
species, Derbyshire Wildlife Trust
are installing a geology board
which will inform you about the
characteristics of the land, how
it became that way and how it
affects what grows – the alkaline
limestone areas v’s the acidic soils
on Blackrock. Industry and nature
have over the years combined to
create a unique landscape. Industry and nature have over the years
combined to create a unique landscape. The 12 hectare site is open
at all times and accessible to most
in dry weather so why not visit
and admire it for yourself or find
out more at www.derbyshirewildlifetrust.org.uk.
Kaite Helps
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust

November School News
Owls Class had a great day visiting Pride Park to work with our
‘twinned’ school – St Albans
Catholic Primary School. The
children took part in a range of
different activities to get to know
each other, including taking a tour
of the ground! We will continue
to keep in contact via video messages, letters and further events
throughout the year.
Falcons Class visited The Northern Lights cinema in Wirksworth
as part of Black History Month.
The children watched ‘Hidden
Figures’ a thought provoking,
biographical film highlighting the
work of three African-American
female mathematicians. The
children really enjoyed the performance; our thanks to Northern
Lights for being so welcoming.

Open Evening to welcome Year 6
families.
Ava writes: Last Friday we supported Children in Need by holding a non-uniform day. Each child
donated £1 and we were all very
excited. We raised a super £94.22.
Hannah and Jess write: On Friday 10th November, school had a
bonfire celebration. It was a big
success, lots of people turned up
and the fireworks were amazing!

There were sparklers, a lot of stalls
and a fairground ride. A big thank
you to all that helped out.
Finally, a big thank you to all our
families, and the lovely people
of Middleton for donating their
Sainsbury’s Sports Vouchers. The
children and staff chose lots of
lovely resources to use at playtime/lunchtime and also in PE and
Science.
Alison Dugdale – Headteacher

Some children from Falcons Class
recently attended a sporting event
‘This Girl Can’. at Anthony Gell
School. Anthony Gell also held an

Relax and stretch
with yoga
Looking for a little space and time
to relax? Do you spend a lot of
time sitting or rushing around?
Feel a bit stiff and achy? Yoga can
help relieve aches and pains, improve your balance and flexibility,
as well as provide much needed
relaxation.
Our Middleton yoga classes are
suitable for all, and you’ll be
welcome whether you are new to
yoga, have a little experience or
have taken a break from a regular
practice. Each class starts with a
gentle warm up, building through
poses to finish with nurturing
relaxation.

If you’d like to have a good stretch
and do something lovely for your
wellbeing, then why not give yoga
a try?
When and where?
Village Hall, Tuesdays 6 – 7pm
and Thursdays 6 – 7pm
£7 per class, discounted for block
booking. Mats and all equipment
are provided.
Want to come along?
For more information, to book a
space or if you have any questions
please contact Nicky:
nickymumfordyoga@gmail.com
Phone: 07780 685083
Nickymumfordyoga.com

Notice: Shop locally this Christmas
To encourage residents of Derbyshire Dales to shop locally
this Christmas, from 1 December District Council car parks
will be free after 2pm. This is
the 10th successive year this
scheme has been in operation.
Jim Fearn, Communication and
Marketing Manager, DDDC

Found

Small black puffa jacket with
Derby County Football Club
initials
stitched in red
on the front.
Call Hilary on 01629 820076

Middleton’s 2017 Christmas lights switch on...
Christmas is a magical time of
year and nothing signifies the approach of it more than the switching on of our village Christmas
lights. This year Middleton was
privileged to have Mr Donald
Philips to flick the switch. It was
wonderful to see the community
come together with entertainment
for all the family. The event fully
captured family Yuletide excitement and enjoyment and was
accompanied by the BMW band
performing Christmas carols by
the Christmas tree. This year the
children were thoroughly spoilt,
probably thinking they were
seeing double, as there were two
Santas making an appearance –
one from Middleton Lapland and
one from Wirksworth Lapland!
There was also a children's carousel, mulled wine and mince pies.
The Chair of the Parish Council
complimented the event, "the
Village Green looked an amazing
area festooned with lights – it was
lovely to see so many people from
our community enjoying themselves."
Thank you to Jane and Alan of the
Nelson, for kindly donating £50
towards the event, for helping us
sell the raffle tickets and for their
continued support. Many thanks
to Willow Direct for their £250.00
sponsorship of the event. Thank
you to all the village business' for
generously donating raffle prizes.
Finally, a big thank you to everyone for making the '2017 switch
on' such a wonderful and festive
evening and enabling us to come
together like this as a community!
The Village Green Committee
would like to say thank you to everyone who bought a raffle ticket
– again sales exceeded all expectations and the money will be used

for the benefit of the community
of Middleton. A list of the prize
winners is itemised below:
1st Prize – 2 nights’ accommodation for 2, at 12 The Green (courtesy of Jill Palin) goes to Penny
2nd Prize – A luxury hamper was
originally won by Dawn Greatorex
who requested another ticket be
drawn. As such the winner was
Jane from the Nelson
3rd prize - A car valet to the value
of £70, (courtesy of Black Rocks
Car Valeting), goes to Roland and
Julie
4th prize – A bottle of whisky
(courtesy of Longliffe Quarries)
was won by Tracy from Wirksworth Zumba class
5th prize - £25 goes to Hayley
Dew
6th prize – 1 hour session at the
Climbing Unit, Rock Climbing
Gym, Chaddesden, Derby, (courtesy of Dan at Middleton Moor)
goes to Peter Stevenson

7th prize – 1 year free parking at
Carsington Water (Courtesy of
Carsington Water) goes to David
Wheel
8th prize – 2 tickets to Ecclesbourne Valley Railway, (courtesy
of EVR) goes to Kay Dinsdale
9th prize – 1 year family membership at the Wildlife Trust (courtesy
of the Wildlife Trust at Middleton)
goes to Marie Clark
10th prize – an historic piece of
granite (courtesy of Lowes Marble) goes to Hilary
11th prize – 1 hour session at the
Climbing Unit, Rock Climbing
Gym, Chaddesden, Derby, (courtesy of Dan at Middleton Moor)
goes to Jane Dawnson
12th prize - 1 hour session at the
Climbing Unit, Rock Climbing
Gym, Chaddesden, Derby, (courtesy of Dan at Middleton Moor)
was won by Ellie Doherty

LITTLE EMMAS RECIPES

CHRISTMAS EDITION
Christmas is by far my favourite
time of year, as I’m sure those who
have met me already know! I love
December it brings with it foody
goodness all month long. Food
bring people together, and I think
theres nothing like the fabulous
Christmas dinner to do just that.
We all have our family favourite
recipes this time of year, so instead
of a recipe this month heres a
quick turkey guide!
TURKEYS
Having experience as a chef and
butcher I often get asked a lot
about buying and cooking turkeys. As a general rule for a whole
turkey without left overs I recommend about 500g/1Ib worth of
People
4/5
5/6
6/7
7/8
8/10

Weight kg
Whole Turkey
2.5kg
3kg
3.5kg
4kg
5kg

Alternative ways of cooking turkeys can be found readily online.
You can try BBQing, smoking,
grilling, spatchcocked and even
deep frying. I personally am a
big fan of brining my bird for a
few days before, making it juicier
and full of herby flavours from
my brine. Another benefit of this
is you can pick it up earlier and
beat the queuing to pick up! If you
feel like being more adventurous

weight per person, however if you
are after just the 'white' meat on
a crown or boned joint I recommend around 350g/8oz of meat
per person. Obviously if like me
you love cold turkey sandwiches
til the new year you'll need a bigger bird. This is a general guideline
and I’m sure your local butcher
will be more than happy to go
through all this with you too!
Cooking a turkey can be a daunting task nobody wants that dreaded dry roast that needs a few more
bottles of wine to wash it down
than you'd like. Theres lots of
guided out there on roasting birds,
the below cooking times are based
on a fan assisted oven thats been
Weight Ib
Whole Turkey
5.5Ib
6.6Ib
7.7Ib
8.8Ib
11Ib

Weight kg
Crown/ Boned
1.75kg
2.1kg
2.45kg
2.8kg
3.5kg

why not trial a recipe on a chicken
before the big day?
I am hoping to collect some recipes to publish to create a Middleton recipe book. A collection of
our neighbours’ recipes to share
amongst this lovely local community. If you have any you'd like
to share please write them down
with your name and send them to
emma.jayne.rich@outlook.com

preheated to 180 ° c or gas mark
5. It is important that your bird
should be around room temperature before cooking to prevent it
becoming tough. Once you have
weighed your bird (including
stuffing!) take a guideline cooking time to check the bird, make
sure if you are probing it to probe
at the thickets part of the leg, and
that the juices are running clear.
Possibly the most important thing
is to allow your bird to rest for
at least ½ an hour before eating.
Resting meat is so important and
a step people often forget to take,
leading to a dryer tougher bird.

Weight Ib
Crown/Boned
3.8Ib
4.6Ib
5.4Ib
6.2Ib
7.8Ib

Approx cooking
times
2 hrs
2 hrs 10
2 hrs 20
2 hrs 50
3 hrs

or pop them in at 2 Hoptonwood
Close. Many thanks, wishing you
all a very merry Christmas and a
fantastic new year!
Emma Rich

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr Sandy Clark
Cllr Dawn Greatorex (chair)
Cllr Rob Rawlinson
Cllr John Sedgwick
Cllr Peter Slack
Cllr Olwen Wilson
Parish Clerk: John Rowe
www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk

Tel
01629 822 372
01629 356 661
01629 824 655
01629 822 601
01629 823 359
01629 822701
07717 137526

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
irene.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

823023
823023
823359

MP for Derbyshire Dales
RT. HON. PATRICK McLOUGHLIN
Member of Parliament
You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk
Regular advice bureaux
Call for details 01629 57205.
Working for Derbyshire Dales

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, Logs,
Kindling & Firelighters
Quality fuels at unbeatable value

Signal Fuels

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

823023

Village Hall
For bookings contact Linda
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk

822511

PJB Projects

Post Office Opening Times
At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364

Groundwork and Construction

Monday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-12pm

Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths,
extensions, garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing & stonewalling

Parish Council Meetings
Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.30pm in the Committee Room of the Village Hall.
Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings and to raise concerns or make
representations to the Council during the Public Participation section of the meeting.

Police

820831
822601

All views expressed are the contributor’s own and unless expressly stated are not necessarily
the view of the Village Pump. We reserve the right to edit or omit contributions.

Free Range Eggs

Paws on Paths

Free range eggs £2.00 per
dozen. Can deliver in the
village.

Dog walking services
Middleton Enhanced CRB,
specially adapted vehicle
Tel. Michael Kitching
07982806741

Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219
Finest Grimsby Fish
Suppliers of all Seafood

Cod
Trout Haddock
Crab
Plaice
Lobster
Salmon Cockles Prawns Whelks

We Do It All
Delivering in your area every Thursday
Call Lee on 07984624544
Email leecockerill@outlook.com

15 years experience.
Fully Qualified and Insured.
Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price
07977 240223

M J Petts
Plumbing & Heating

Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
PCSO 4413 Sue Lester suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk
Village Pump Editors
Lucy Peacock
John Sedgwick

01773 747027
07974 434447
07970 215726
Approved coal merchants
Our reputation is glowing

Installation – Service –
Repair
07580 457426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk
Gas Safe Registered - 551336

Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons
Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar,
Piano / keyboard.
Green Deal approved
installers of
cavity wall
and loft insulation

Enhanced DBS. All ages welcome,
beginners or improvers.
Competitive rates and discounted
bundles available.

01629 824595
07802 845223
www.dsinsulations.co.uk

Tel: 07855812753 or
email ellenfostermusic@gmail.com

