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First World War Commemorations
The first world war is an important part of Middleton history, because
many of the headstones now in France and belgium were manufactured
in the green shed, which stood on the snow occupied by Derbyshire
Wildlife Trust.
Various local groups are planning activities to mark the centenery of the
end of that war in 2018. See page 3 for details.

Dates
Sunday 12th Nov

Millennium Garden maintenance all welcome. 10am-12am.
Remembrance service at Holy
Trinity Church. 3pm

Sunday 26th Nov

Millennium Garden maintenance all welcome. 10am-12am.

Every Sunday

Pub quiz in the Nelson
Starts 9pm prompt

Friday 10th Nov

Live at the Nelson: Acoustica, classic rock and blues band

Saturday 11th Nov 1-4 pm

Art Pub session, learn how to print
your own cards. £12 including
materials
The green shed, site of the manufacture of thousands of WW1 headstones
Photo by Rob Rawlinson

Middleton Community Choir
The choir is planning the music for the Carols by Candlelight Service in
Holy Trinity Church on Christmas Eve. It really is a wonderful service
and evokes the real meaning of Christmas.

Wednesday 15th Nov
Folk Jam at the Nelson

Sunday 26 Nov
Walk from the Village Green 10am

Bin Days

Would you like to be part of the choir?
Could you manage a few practices on Tuesday evenings at the Nelson?

Grey bin:

No previous experience necessary other than being able to hold a note
and enjoy yourself.

Blue bin/green bin:

Please contact Peter Stevenson on 822694.

13th/27th November
6th/20th November

Deadline for next issue: Thursday 23rd November.
Please send items by email to mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk or leave at the Nelson

Weather August & September 2017
September:
Wet and fairly cool
Most of September was colder
than average but a mild final
week ensured that it was only the
coldest September since 2015. It
was the wettest September since
2008 and the 5th wettest in the
last 40 years - 23 days with rain
was the most for the month since
1974. The rainfall total for the first
9 months of the year is 740mm,
100% of the historical average.
Sunshine was below average but it
was a little sunnier than September 2016. The sunniest day managed only 8.1 hours, the least on

August:
Cool but quite sunny
It was the coolest August since
2014 with only five days reaching
20c, three of them in the last week.
The 8th had a maximum of only
12.2c and was the coldest early
August day since 1993.
The first half of the month was

record for the month since 2000.
Although September as a whole
wasn’t particularly windy, the
wind reached gale force on the
night of the 12th/13th with a gust

Diff’ from, or %
Mean maximum’ temp
Mean minimum temp
Highest maximum
Lowest minimum
Total Rainfall
Wettest Day
Days with rain
Total Sunshine
Sunniest Day
Days with no sunshine

18.2c
10.6c
22.1c
7.1c
74.4 mm
31.1 mm
16
149.6 hrs
11.2 hrs
3

wet but the second half was dry
and the month ended as the driest
August since 2013. The 8th, with
31.1 mm of rain, was the wettest
August day since 2004 when 75.8
mm was recorded on the 9th. The
rainfall total for the first eight
months of the year is 607.7 mm,
which is 93% of average, and the
total for the 12 months ending in
Diff’ from, or %

Mean maximum’ temp
Mean minimum temp
Highest maximum
Lowest minimum
Total Rainfall
Wettest Day
Days with rain
Total Sunshine
Sunniest Day
Days with no sunshine

of 68 mph, the highest on record
for the month. It was also the first
September gale since 2011.

15.6c
8.8c
19.1c
5.2c
132.3 mm
19.2mm
23
94.8 hours
8.1 hours
2

of, average
-0.7c
-0.6c
28th
31st
94%
8th
112%
28th

August is 847.1 mm, the driest
such period since the 12 months
ending in August 1995.
It was the sunniest August since
2007 but this is more a reflection
of the number of cloudy Augusts
in recent years rather than how
sunny this one was.
Dave Evans

Date

of, average
-0.5c
-0.4c

For Sale

4th
19th
155%
30th
88%
19th

Date

Dry Seasoned Logs

Bulk bag: £55
Large net of logs: £2.50
Net of sticks: £2
Phone or text David on
07900481845

Cinema Middleton
Update
First the good news: Cinema Middleton has received a grant of £200
from the District Council’s Local
Projects Fund. This is funding
awarded at the discretion of local
councilors and we thank Councilors Peter Slack, Irene Ratcliffe
and Mike Ratcliffe for their generous support.
So far we haven’t been successful
with our application to Awards for
All. However, we are advised to
resubmit, so after a conversation
with their finance officer we will
be sending in another application.
Let us know if you’d like to join in
and why you think cinema in the
village hall is a good idea, on our
Facebook page or email: info@
cinemamiddleton.co.uk
Pamela Butler

Sam Kitching
Tree Services
City and Guilds Qualiﬁed
Fully Insured
07824 469219

Could you save on household
bills and shopping?

+ Single supplier for all your utilities
+ Award-winning customer service
+ Value that’s hard to beat
+ Easy to switch
Contact local Utility Warehouse agent,
Rod Alvin on 0753 1122552
www.ukutilitysaver.org.uk
ukutilitysaver@utilitywarehouse.org.uk

Centenary of the end of the First
World War
This year’s Remembrance Day is
approaching, and plans are already
underway to commemorate the
centenary of the end of World War
1 in 2018. The Heritage Lottery
Fund is encouraging the Parish
Council to apply for funding for a
project based on Middleton’s role
in the quarrying of Hoptonwood
Stone for the thousands of war
graves for the cemeteries in France
and Belgium.
This as an opportunity for the
community to come together to
tell a powerful story and reflect on
the impact of the First World War
and what it meant then and now.
There are lots of vibrant groups
in Middleton, all with different
contributions to make, and there
could be a number of co-ordinated activities leading up to 11
November 2018. Would you like
to tell your family’s story to young
people, establish a history group,
research the census, or exhibit
some archive material in your possession?

One of these groups is the Village Green Committee. They
already have plans afoot involving
the laying of a commemoration
stone but welcome constructive
ideas from anybody in the community wanting to get involved.
The Steeple Grange Light Railway
will be laying on a special train to
transport the stone on its journey
to St Mary’s, Wirksworth before
it return to the Village Green in
Middleton.
If you or your group have an idea
which would involve the community in research, learning events,
traditional skills or producing
learning materials please get in
touch by 30 November to discuss
your idea, estimated costs and
volunteer time in order that it can
be considered for inclusion in the
project. The aim is to apply for
funding by the end of the year for
a decision in February.
Please telephone Olwen Wilson on
01629 822701 or email
studiowilson7@icloud.com

Nature’s year: November
In praise of the Heron

(180 cm)

Julia Gow, Derbyshire Wildlife
Trust Reserve Officer goes in
search of our most unmistakable, non-migratory birds in the
county’s nature reserves.

Herons have really long necks
that they curve into an S-shape,
especially in flight. As they pass
overhead they appear prehistoric,
which, is fitting as fossil records
show that they first appeared more
than 25 million years ago.

‘It is at this time of year when I am
reminded what an extraordinary
creature the grey heron is. If they
were rare, they would attract thousands to the places the frequent.
Luckily they are fairly common in
Derbyshire and you should be able
to spot them lingering by the water at one of your local Derbyshire
Wildlife Trust nature reserves.
A good place to see them is in
the river Wye as it passes through
Chee Dale. Even at this time of
year, when it’s getting a bit nippy,
they are able to stand stock still
for ages waiting to snatch a fish.
In fact when they stand in the
shadows they are not that obvious,
which is surprising as they are the
height of a three-year old child
with a wingspan of up to 6 feet.

In the south of the County at
Witches Oak Water, along with
the grey heron you might see
one of its cousins, the little egret.
Although at two foot (60 cm), they
are almost half the size of a heron,
they are much more obvious, as
they are a brilliant white. Just like
herons, they supplement their fish
diet with frogs and voles and other
small creatures. They are also partial to snails.
The third member of the heron
family is much more elusive. The
bittern has been spotted at Carr
Vale Nature reserve near Bolsover
lurking amongst the reeds on a
number of occasions. They come

out at dusk to feed but at the moment only stop over for a while
before heading off elsewhere.
Bitterns are very rare and their
appearance usually attracts an
increase in visitors.
To find out more about the heron
family, directions to the nature
reserves mentioned or to become
a member of Derbyshire Wildlife
Trust, please visit the website,
www.derbyshirewildlifetrust.org.uk

Charity Shop Donations
Needed Urgently
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust is opening their first charity shop next
month in Belper. With the opening date coming up fast, they are
looking for people to donate gorgeous, pre-loved clothing, books,
Bric-a-Brac and of course collectables and antiques.
Drop your donations off, Monday
to Friday, between 9-5 at the Trust
Head Office, in the village.

Derbyshire Connect Dial-a-Bus shopping buses
From Caroline Carey (Derbyshire County Council)

The Council has launched a new
set of bus and volunteer car services called Derbyshire Connect,
which started to run on Monday
2 October. The buses are intended
for people unable to use conventional public transport to get to
the shops or make healthcare
appointments because of their age,
mobility/disability difficulties or

because they live in areas where
public transport is limited.
The service is being run by Ashbourne Community Transport
and covers the Derbyshire Dales,
High Peak and South Derbyshire
district and borough council areas.
Booking line: 01335 300670 (9am
to 4pm, Monday to Friday). Book

between seven days and one day
before you want to travel or email:
info@ashbournect.org.uk
Please give 48 hours notice.
If you need to use a wheelchair
please mention this when booking.

Church News: A Time to Remember
This time of the year is a time to
remember, with All Souls at the
very beginning of November and
Remembrance Sunday, which will
be marked on 12th at 3pm at the
Holy Trinity church in Middleton.
Over the years I have become
convinced that memory is such
an important part of our human
experience. Every culture has its
stories. At one time they were
passed down through the generations and in some places there are
still people who are revered for
their story telling, reminding the
tribe or group of where they came
from. Within the Jewish Faith, the
celebration of Passover involves a
retelling of the story of the Jewish People’s freedom from slavery
in Egypt and their entry into the
Promised Land.
Every year, we love to tell the story
of our Saviour’s birth at Christmas, as well as gathering together
with friends and family and
remembering the things that we
used to do ‘in the old days’. What
is it about these memories that
define us? Perhaps it’s the sense of
belonging to a particular group or
faith community or family, but our
sense of identity and belonging
stem from the stories that shape
who we are.
Those stories become even more
powerful at particular times, none
more so than when we remember
individuals who have died. All
Souls tide provides a chance for
us to remember someone who

we have lost in the last year. After
the funeral has passed and people
have gone back to their routines,
it’s important to have a time to remember and reflect upon the ways
in which we have contributed to
each other’s lives and have been
shaped by the experience of walking through life together.
We are invited to join the folks at
Wirksworth to remember all who
have died in this last year. The
Memorial Service is at 6pm on
Sunday 5th November. Once again
members of the BM&W Band will
join us on Remembrance Sunday.
This time of prayer and reflection
enables us to think about the cost
of war, not just in human terms
but also in the way that it changes
the very communities of which we
are a part. We read out the names
of the fallen from the village as
an act of remembrance and pray
that the threat of war, which seems
ever present, will be lifted from
us. This is a community event and
everyone is welcome to join us for
the occasion.
‘Lest we forget’ is a phrase that
is used so often around remembrance tide. The ability to remember and to make connections
between those memories and
present-day experience is part
of what makes us human. It will
always have a powerful effect upon
us as individuals and as a whole
society.
David Truby

Dales residents invited to
have their say at autumn
forums
Local residents are being urged to
have their say at the next round of
Area Community Forums to be
staged across the Derbyshire Dales
this autumn.
Hot topics up for discussion include the District Council’s ongoing savings target – and there will
also be an update on the council’s
public toilets consultation.
Also up for discussion will be the
current process to outsource the
management of the District Council’s four leisure centres.
Council Leader Councillor Lewis
Rose OBE said: “These forums
continue to be an opportunity for
us to listen and for local people
to tell us what they think about
the services we operate on their
behalf. I would encourage anyone who hasn’t attended a forum
before to come along.”
The forums start at 7pm and take
place at Bakewell Agricultural
Business Centre on Wednesday 1
November and at Matlock Town
Hall on Wednesday 8 November.
The 8 November forum will be
streamed live on the council’s
YouTube channel @derbyshiredalesdc. Anyone who can’t attend
in person can email questions in
advance to communityforum@
derbyshiredales.gov.uk or via the
District Council’s Facebook and
Twitter pages @derbyshiredales
For further details or to be added
to our mailing list phone 01629
761302 or email communityforum@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Cara Marchant, DDDC

National Arboretum – a poem by Christine Spencer
Past ancient oak trees, lining roads
To camp sites lush green sward
To friendly farmer’s welcome smile
We arrive to visit Iron Bridge,
Attinham and National Arboretum
In Memoriam of lives given in the war
Gray weeping skies and autumn
shades ablaze to greet us.
Towering columns of dark clipped holly
surround the high memorial granite walls.
Covered with names of gentle boys who gave their lives to keep their
families safe.
Sad, sad, the posts of those shot at dawn
whose sleep exhausted minds and battered souls could bear no more.
Weep, weep for those young lives cut short
By faceless generals moving pieces
‘round a board.
Man’s inhumanity to man will
never change.
Generation after generation bear
the stain of bloodsoaked soil and shattered lives.
All our lovely boys to feed the war
And mothers left behind to bear the pain and carry on alone.

Drama at
Middleton Village Hall
CreativiT Drama is a place to explore, create and have fun. We run
after school and weekend drama
clubs in various venues and help
develop skills in team building,
confidence, performance, improvisation, resilience and presentation
in an entertaining, friendly and
welcoming environment.
We now have a club running at
Middleton Village Hall, every
Saturday from 11 – 12 for secondary school students. The sessions
cost £5 each and focus on creativity, skills and we will be creating
performances in the new year.
Classes are run by fully trained
staff with enhanced DBS. For
more information get in touch
with Tina Hampton at
creativiT.drama@gmail.com
or 07941 520914

Wending back through leafy lanes,
With warm sun shining on fallen crab apples on the verge
and birds flittering through the trees
Huge tractors in the fields
bringing the last of the harvest home
We travel back to Derbyshire
Our hearts lifting by the mile
Back to family and friends, and
Warm soft cats, and happy dogs,
And gardens in the shade

FOR SALE
Fiat Dobló MPV

Word Search Winner
Jill Palin was the winner of last month’s word search competition, and
wins a bottle of wine.
The item which was spelled incorrectly was Jacksons Ley
Thanks to Frank Taylor for compiling the word search and providing
the prize.

Well maintained, drives well,
used daily. Useful as van or
car. MOT till March.
£500 ono Tel 01629824655

LITTLE EMMA’S RECIPE PAGE
HELLO VILLAGE PUMP
READERS!
My name is Emma and I have
recently moved here to the stunning village of Middleton. I was so
excited by my first Pump dropping
I just simply had to get involved.
I hope to share with you a variety
of cooking tips and recipes each
month, I’d love your feedback and
ideas on these recipes and more @
emma.jayne.rich@outlook.com.
Coming into November brings
with it soggy cool weather and
here’s a few of my winter warmers
for cosy comforting eating pleasure.

APPLE BUTTER

Seal in jars or tubs, best consumed
within a month though its great to
freeze.

PUMPKIN HUMMOUS

I’m sure this time of year you’ve
seen the carved glories of jack
o lanterns and vast varieties of
squashes available. Other than
pumpkin pie, or pumpkin soup
this recipe is a great way to use up
the flesh. So here’s a slightly different way to use up these wonderful
fruits, the pumpkin in this recipe
can be replaced by any squash
although my personal favourite is
butternut squash.

INGREDIENTS

A highly concentrated apple sauce
for all those lovely apples we have
left over this season. Its deep
brown in colour and is just as rich
as it sounds. I love it on toast in
the morning, alongside pork, or
even warmed with ice-cream, but
once you taste it you’ll fall for it
and want to put it with everything!

500g of Pumpkin Flesh
3 Garlic Cloves
1 Tin of Chickpeas (400g)
Juice and Zest of 1 Lemon
1tbsp Ground Cumin
1tbsp Ground Coriander
1tbsp Ground Cinnamon
Splash of Olive Oil

INGREDIENTS

Roast Flesh of Squash tossed in
olive oil, spices and garlic @180’c
for 30 minutes or until soft and
slightly charred
Whiz soft cooled squash mix and
drained chickpeas and lemon zest
in food processor
Add lemon juice, tahini (optional)
and seasoning to taste.

METHOD

EXTRA LOVELY LAMB
BREAST

7Ib Cooking Apples
2oz Brown Sugar
2oz Granulated Sugar
2tblsp Cinnamon
2tblsp Vanilla (I always use paste)
A Pinch of Salt
Splash of Water (but for extra delight I use a slash of Brandy)
Peel core and quarter apples
Add all ingredients to a slow
cooker or large pan
Cook slowly for several hours until a rich dark brown in colour and
coats the back of a spoon
Blend for a smoother finish if
desired

METHOD

Celebrating a lesser used cut of
meat is a great excuse to pop
down to a local butchers. This inexpensive cut is simple to execute
and this recipe is great as comfort
food. This recipe is inspired by
The Good Food Chef Simon Hop-

kinson. I however have tweaked
it to my liking as I prefer to cook
on the bone and have a richer
flavour. This recipe can be done in
a slow cooker, on the stove or, in
the oven. Best served with a good
sough dough and a rather large
glass of red wine. You’ll see the
ingredients list is somewhat vague,
but this recipe is often to taste and
subject to change, these are the
basics but play around with it, it’s
what comfort home cooking is all
about.

INGREDIENTS

1 Lamb Breast (I normally have it
‘cracked’ on the bone, but off the
bone is fine)
3/4 Onions Sliced (about the same
weight of onions as lamb)
Splash of Fish Sauce
1 Bay Leaf
1 Good Glug of Red Wine Vinegar
Beef Stock to Cover (varies depending on size of pan)
Fresh Parsley to serve.

METHOD

Sear off Lamb until brown in a
frying pan
Bury Lamb in onions and chuck in
all other ingredients minus parsley
Cook on a really low heat for 4/5
hours or until you can go through
the lamb with a butter knife
Take lamb out of the sauce, thicken sauce by reducing on the stove
Meanwhile pull or slice the lamb
as desired (I pull mine with forks)
Throw lamb pack into sauce and
add chopped fresh parsley, season
to taste
Enjoy with thick slice sough
dough bread.
Emma Rich

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr Sandy Clark
Cllr Dawn Greatorex (chair)
Cllr Rob Rawlinson
Cllr John Sedgwick
Cllr Peter Slack
Cllr Olwen Wilson
Parish Clerk: John Rowe
www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk

Tel
01629 822 372
01629 356 661
01629 824 655
01629 822 601
01629 823 359
01629 822701
07717 137526

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
irene.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

823023
823023
823359

MP for Derbyshire Dales
RT. HON. PATRICK McLOUGHLIN
Member of Parliament
You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk
Regular advice bureaux
Call for details 01629 57205.
Working for Derbyshire Dales

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, Logs,
Kindling & Firelighters
Quality fuels at unbeatable value

Signal Fuels

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

823023

Village Hall
For bookings contact Linda
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk

822511

PJB Projects

Post Office Opening Times
At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364

Groundwork and Construction

Monday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-12pm

Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths,
extensions, garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing & stonewalling

Parish Council Meetings
Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.30pm in the Committee Room of the Village Hall.
Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings and to raise concerns or make
representations to the Council during the Public Participation section of the meeting.

Police

820831
822601

All views expressed are the contributor’s own and unless expressly stated are not necessarily
the view of the Village Pump. We reserve the right to edit or omit contributions.

Free Range Eggs

Paws on Paths

Free range eggs £2.00 per
dozen. Can deliver in the
village.

Dog walking services
Middleton Enhanced CRB,
specially adapted vehicle
Tel. Michael Kitching
07982806741

Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219
Finest Grimsby Fish
Suppliers of all Seafood

Cod
Trout Haddock
Crab
Plaice
Lobster
Salmon Cockles Prawns Whelks

We Do It All
Delivering in your area every Thursday
Call Lee on 07984624544
Email leecockerill@outlook.com

15 years experience.
Fully Qualified and Insured.
Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price
07977 240223

M J Petts
Plumbing & Heating

Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
PCSO 4413 Sue Lester suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk
Village Pump Editors
Lucy Peacock
John Sedgwick

01773 747027
07974 434447
07970 215726
Approved coal merchants
Our reputation is glowing

Installation – Service –
Repair
07580 457426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk
Gas Safe Registered - 551336

Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons
Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar,
Piano / keyboard.
Green Deal approved
installers of
cavity wall
and loft insulation

Enhanced DBS. All ages welcome,
beginners or improvers.
Competitive rates and discounted
bundles available.

01629 824595
07802 845223
www.dsinsulations.co.uk

Tel: 07855812753 or
email ellenfostermusic@gmail.com

