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Best Blooming Village
East Midlands in Bloom 2017
This year’s Bloom awards ceremony was held at the famous St Botolph’s Church in Boston, Lincs. - a seaport from which Derbyshire lead
was once exported. For the third year running Middleton was judged
Best Village in the medium-sized village category (pop. 301-1000) scoring 169 out of 200 to earn another excellent Silver Gilt award – and
only one point away from a Gold! Once again the trophy will be displayed around the village.
Our judges complimented the “enthusias c group of residents and gardeners showing oﬀ their gem of a village”. The Green, Middleton Top,
the Wildlife Trust, the Millennium Garden, the school, the telephone
box (Annie and Sue) and the bees (good work, kids) were all singled
out for celebra on. The many private gardens they saw as they walked
through the village were praised for their inven veness and colour –
glowing despite the gloomy weather. The street container plan ng impressed the judges, par cularly our use of perennials in combina on
with annuals as a pointer towards becoming more sustainable. They
also appreciated our aim to balance formal plan ng with wildﬂower
conserva on.
There was a special award for “the volunteers who maintained the
Rising Sun pub throughout its period of closure” - a well-deserved pat
on the back for all who made a special eﬀort to keep this landmark site
dy and a rac ve.
Sugges ons were made for improvements at several loca ons around
the village, including the green spaces at Rise End, which they acknowledged had been problema c because of construc on work connected with our traﬃc lights.
Planning for 2018 starts now, taking account of the comments made
by the judges as well as things already on our to-do list. The judging in
the last few years has shown that the Bloom brings out the best in the
village through a mixture of hard work and inspira on. This year Middleton has looked be er than ever. Thank you all.
Mike Coveney

Dates
Every Sunday
Pub quiz in the Nelson
Starts 9pm prompt
Wednesday 18th October
Folk Jam at the Nelson
Saturday 21st October
Live at the Nelson: Spikedrivers
9pm
Saturday 28th October
Live at the Nelson:
Le Hand Drive 9 p.m.
Middleton in Bloom and Millennium Garden workdays now
take place every 2nd and 4th
Sunday of each month
Sunday 8th October
10.00 - 12.00 and
Sunday 22nd October
10.00 - 12.00
Please come along to the Millennium Garden for an hour or
two to help with dying and
plan ng. New volunteers very
welcome to join us.

Bin Days
Grey bin:
2nd/16th/30th October
Blue bin/green bin:
9th/23rd October

Produce Show: Saturday 16 September
View from a Londoner
Best onion - £1.50. Ping! Best
beans - £2.00. Ping! Best chutney
- £3.50. Ping!
This year's Middleton Produce
Show, held in the village hall on
September 16, threw up some
new stars.
Not least, sisters Molly and
Jasmine. Molly's grandad, Rob
Stamper, gave her the job of pinging the auc on bell. A er a few
hesitant taps, she was grinning
with triumph at every ping she
produced. Jasmine, meanwhile,
eﬃciently distributed the auconed goods and collected the
cash.
"It has been a horrible growing
season," Rob said. "We're par cularly down on beans because of
the cold weather, but all of you
have done really well."
The miniature gardens created by
the children of the Light Factory
caught the eye. There were a
dozen or so exo c plant designs.
"It only took them an hour," said
ﬂorist and project organiser Pam
Jones proudly.
There were frequent bids from
one unexpected source - the

kitchen hatch. We couldn't work
out who the disembodied voice
belonged to. It turned out to be
that of Chris ne Gilmour. Nevertheless, Rob s ll referred to the
bids from the "cupboard".
He mischievously poked fun at
Sandy and Marie, who were
celebra ng their wedding anniversary. He cajoled Sandy into
bidding for a ﬂower display to
mark the occasion. Eventually he
relented and forked out.
It transpired that the good people of Wirksworth had earlier put
pressure on Middleton to switch
the date of the show because it
clashed with their fes val. But
the organisers refused to budge.
"It's been another great show.
It's all about taking part," said
Rob. There were more than 200
entries and the show raised over
£200 for the Environment Group.
So, one last me, "Molly pinged
the golden gong, Molly pinged
the golden gong, Molly pinged
the golden gong, and we had all
had tea".
Robert Nurden
Thanks to the Environment
group for organising the show.

Nature Corner
A new monthly column from
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust.
This October, when stumbling
back from the pub or gliding
home from your village hall
yoga session, keep an ear to
the sky for the tell-tale signs of
the mass migra on playing out
in the dark. You’ll see nothing in the inky sky, yet the so
“zztseep-zztseep’ sounds in
the s llness indicates the end
of a great journey which started in Scandinavia, and ended
here in Middleton. October
is the month that our winter
thrushes return with ﬂocks
of redwings making land fall
in the cover of darkness; only
their ‘zztseep-zztseep’ contact
calls giving them away.
As darkness retreats, what
was once hidden is revealed.
Groups of redwing, dis nguished by their creamy eye
stripe shuﬄe over the ﬁelds
and bustle in the hedgerows,
gorging themselves on worms
and berries. Amongst the ﬂock
you might spot their bigger
and more upright cousin, the
Fieldfare. Periods of snow
or prolonged frost may even
encourage these birds to
enter your garden with apples
and other fallen fruit being
a favourite. Both species will
stay with us un l April when
they begin their migra on
back to the breeding grounds
and in place we welcome the
Wheatears and Chiﬀchaﬀs to
our moors and woodlands.
Jack Roper,
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust

Photo: Jacob Butler

Traffic problems in Middleton
It has been an even ul summer in
the Traﬃc problems in Middleton
village with many being able to
par cipate and enjoy a variety of
ac vi es in the community.
I am also pleased to hear of the
inten on to set up a village ﬁlm
club and to be able help fund
this along with my fellow district
councillors.
Following concerns over parking
and speeding reported to the Parish Council, I arranged a site visit
at the end of July with Derbyshire
County Council Highways, attended by a member of the Parish
Council and concerned residents.
It was agreed that inconsiderate
parking has created diﬃcul es for
both residents and bus drivers on
Main Street. In par cular parking at bus stops, junc ons and
residen al access is causing visibility constraints and obstruc on

Church News

on what is o en a “single lane”
because of parked cars. It hoped
to be able to highlight these areas
by white lining the road. However
considera on for other road users
would help signiﬁcantly. There
are concerns that the diﬃcul es
could result in the loss of the bus
service for the top of the village
with all the a endant problems
for residents there. Also, the
crea on of long-term parking
spaces needs looking into.
The speeding issues throughout
the whole village were discussed
and I have spoken with the police.
A few residents have already
agreed to take part in a “speed
watch” exercise. They will be supported and trained by the police.
If you wish to take part, please
ring me on 01629 823023.
(County Councillor) Irene Ratcliﬀe

to making good use of this new
space. With level access at the
side of the church, we now have
September 16th was an important
a warm and comfortable space
day for Holy Trinity Church: that’s
to accommodate anything from
when we formally opened the rea small group to 20 plus people.
furbished basement and marked
There is a good kitchen and easy
our thanks to the many individuaccess toilet facili es.
als and donors who made this
transforma on possible. If you
Already we have the 7Up Youth
had seen the basement a year
Group with Steve Pepper on
ago you would not have thought
Monday nights: a Children’s Storysuch a “make-over” was possible.
telling session once a month, and
Yet God can be full of surprises.
during the autumn an adult Bible
What made things work was that
Study programme on alternate
many individuals chipped and
Tuesday a ernoons. So what’s
did their bit – each according to
next? We would like to run a regwhat was possible for them. Such
ular Coﬀee, Cake and Chat session
teamwork enables things to hapfor older people who live alone
pen in any voluntary organisa on,
or have limited mobility to travel.
as we see all around Middleton.
Does that seem like a good idea?
St Paul said this is like the many
Could you help us with that?
parts of a body coming together
We would welcome community
to run – and win – a race. Having
groups who would ﬁnd such a
got this far we need to move on

Bill’s House: a big thank
you from Dorothy Pepper
Dorothy and her family have
asked the Pump to thank
all of those a ending her
late husband’s funeral at St
Mary’s, Wirksworth, in February of this year. Packed to the
ra ers, the congrega on at
the joyous and celebratory
service collected well over a
£1,000, which was donated
to the Chris an-based charity Children of Honduras Trust
and used to build a house for
a homeless family, ﬁ ngly
named Bill’s House, a er her
husband of 60 years. Bill, who
served as a lay preacher for
many years, was extremely
well known and loved in the
community. It was en rely in
keeping that his ﬁnal contribu on was to help a needy
family in a poorer part of the
world.

space useful for local ac vi es.
If you have an idea or a ques on
then talk to me on (824549) or to
Chris Kinder (823592).
The autumn brings many church
events of interest to the wider
community. Our Harvest Thanksgiving Service at 6 p.m. on October 1st will be another big
occasion with the Middleton
Community Choir and the Wirksworth Team Music Group, as we
celebrate harvest and the signiﬁcance of trees in our surrounding countryside. The Children’s
Storytelling Group meets at 3 pm
on Sunday 8th October for stories about “Caring and Sharing”
– under 7’s and their carers are
welcome. Do join us.
Peter Lewis, Reader, Holy Trinity
Church

Middleton Walking Fes val 2017
24-28 July was the week of the
Middleton walking fes val. From
Monday to Friday a variety of
walks started from the Village
Green, varying in length from between three and nine miles. Altogether 29 people joined in the
walks, led by Lucy Peacock, Ian
Bailey, Joan Cooper and me. The
most popular was also the shortest, a three-mile walk led by Lucy
that included walking through the
Wildlife Trust managed areas of
Gang Mine and Rose End Mead-

ows, between Middleton and
Cromford.
Walk leaders iden ﬁed a rich
variety of features, including
wildﬂowers, former lead mines,
ancient boundary stones, limekilns and caves. A er the walks
Jane opened the Nelson, giving us
the opportunity to talk about our
adventures over a drink and tasty
sandwich.

lar walk from the Village Green,
most likely on the last Saturday of
each month. The ﬁrst two will be
on 30 September and 28 October.
Both will start at 10 am from the
Village Green and will be about
5 miles (8km) in length - back
in me for liquid lunch at the
Nelson. If you have ideas about
where to go or what to look for,
we are all ears!
Rob Rawlinson (phone 824655)

Following on from the Walking
Fes val we intend to have a regu-

Middleton Parish Council Roll of Honour
The Parish Council will be deciding the 2017 Roll of Honour
award at its mee ng on 9th
October 2017. We are invi ng
nomina ons from residents for
people who have made a signiﬁcant contribu on to village life.
Please email your nomina ons to
clerk@middletonbywirksworthpc.gov.uk or send by post to John
Rowe, Parish Clerk, 1 Devonshire
Villas, Upperwood Road, Matlock
Bath, Matlock, Derbyshire DE4
3PD to arrive no later than 5pm

on Thursday 5th October 2017.
Nomina ons must include the
name of the person you are
nomina ng and, brieﬂy, why you
feel they should be awarded the

2017 Roll of Honour. You should
also include your name, address,
telephone number / email.
John Rowe, Parish Clerk
Telephone: 07717 137 526

Middleton FC
Steve Killer writes ...This is an
old poem about the Middleton
Football team.
I would think it would be from
the early part of last century
- although there were several
William Killers at that me,
I suspect it refers to the one
born in 1892.
It would be interes ng if readers could iden fy others in the
poem.
William Killer, who founded
Killer’s Quarry in 1845, was my
great great grandfather.

Sam Kitching
Tree Services
City and Guilds Qualiﬁed

Fully Insured
07824 469219
Middleton Environment
Group One Ques on Quiz
What 4-le er word can be
wri en forward, backward or
upside down and can s ll be
read from le to right.
Last months answer:- Ton

For Sale
Dry Seasoned Logs
Bulk bag: £55
Large net of logs: £2.50
Net of s cks: £2
Phone or text David on
07900481845

Weather June & July 2017
June: Warm, Cloudy and Wet
June was unusual, for a summer
month, in that although it was
warm it was also cloudy, wet and
breezy.
It was the warmest June since
2006 and the 4th warmest in the
last 40 years. The maximum of
27.9c on the 19th equalled the
highest on record for the month
set in 1995 and 2005, although
it was ho er in 1976, the year
before the current record began.
Also on the 19th the minimum
temperature of 17.6c was the
highest on record in June, and the
mean minimum for the month,
11.0c, was the highest since
1976.
It was a wet month but not as wet
as June 2016. The rainfall total for

July: Dry ﬁrst half, wet later
The mean temperature in July
was close to average with no prolonged warm spells and no really
cool weather either; there was a
notable absence of warm nights
and the highest minimum temperature of 13.6c on the 19th was
the lowest for the warmest night
in July since 2007.
The ﬁrst half of the month was
dry with only 17.9 mm of rain
recorded but the second half
was wet and the month’s total
of 104.2mm was the highest in
July since 2013. The rainfall total
for the ﬁrst seven months of the
year is 533.3mm, 93% of average
and the driest ﬁrst seven months
since 2011.

the ﬁrst half of the year is 429.1
mm, which is 85% of average
and makes it the driest ﬁrst six
months since 2013.

gan in 1963 that there has been
no thunder heard in the ﬁrst six
months.

It was yet another month with
no thunder heard and this year is
the ﬁrst since local records be-

It was a windier than average
month and the gust of 61 mph on
the 6th was the highest on record
in June.

Mean maximum’ temp
Mean minimum temp
Highest maximum
Lowest minimum
Total Rainfall
We est Day
Days with rain
Total Sunshine
Sunniest Day
Days with no sunshine

Diﬀ ’ from,
Date
or % of, average
+1.0c
+1.8c
19th
5th
122%
5th

18.3c
11.0c
27.9c
6.6c
99.8 mm
25.9 mm
16
117.5 hrs
14.6 hrs
4

Sunshine was well below average and it was the dullest July
since 2010 although 2012 almost
equalled it. Paradoxically the
17th was the sunniest July day
since 2013 with 13.8 hrs of sunshine recorded.

83%
18th

It was the ﬁrst July since 1997
with no thunder heard and it’s
the ﬁrst me in over 50 years of
records that no thunder has been
heard in the ﬁrst seven months of
the year.
Dave Evans

Mean maximum’ temp
Mean minimum temp
Highest maximum
Lowest minimum
Total Rainfall
We est Day
Days with rain
Total Sunshine
Sunniest Day
Days with no sunshine

19.4c
11.0c
25.9c
8.4c
104.2 mm
18.4 mm
17
128.6 hrs
13.8 hrs
2

Diﬀ ’ from, or %
of, average
-0.2c
-0.3c

Date

6th
27th
148%
28th
82%
17th

Matlock’s New Street.

Applica ons invited for
historic Matlock grant

individuals who meet the criteria
and it’s now easier than ever to
apply online at www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/ernestbailey

As Trustee, the District Council
administers Bailey’s fund “for the
general beneﬁt of the inhabitants
of Matlock and district” in one or
more of the following ways:

Worthy causes in the Matlock
area are being invited to apply to
Derbyshire Dales District Council
for funds from the historic Ernest
Bailey Charity. The District Council
is Trustee of the charity, which
makes an annual grant from
interest on a fund set up by local
benefactor Ernest H. Bailey.

The closing date for completed
applica on forms is Monday 23
October. Further informa on
and a paper applica on form can
be obtained by email to grants@
derbyshiredales.gov.uk or write to
Ros Hession, Community Engagement Oﬃcer, Community Development Department, DDDC, Town
Hall, Matlock, Derbyshire, DE4
3NN, or phone 01629 761302.

• for the relief of the aged and poor,
• for the relief of distress and sickness,
• to support facili es for recrea on
and other leisure me ac vi es,
• to support educa onal facili es or
• in such other way as the Trustees
think ﬁt.

Bailey, born in 1870, owned
Bailey's Flour Mills in Lumsdale
and in 1924 founded the former
Ernest Bailey Grammar School in

The District Council welcomes applica ons from organisa ons and

Word Search
from Frank Taylor
Find 16 Middleton street names in the Grid and tell us which two are spelt incorrectly.
Churchill Avenue
Jackson Ley
New Road
Rise End
The Green
Water Lane
Duke Street
King Street
Porter Lane
S le Cro
The Hall
Hillside
Main Street
Queen Street
The Alley
The Moor.
A bo le of wine goes to
the ﬁrst correct answer drawn at random.
Please leave entries at
the Nelson.
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PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr Sandy Clark
Cllr Dawn Greatorex (chair)
Cllr Rob Rawlinson
Cllr John Sedgwick
Cllr Peter Slack
Cllr Olwen Wilson
Parish Clerk: John Rowe
www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk

Tel
01629 822 372
01629 356 661
01629 824 655
01629 822 601
01629 823 359
01629 822701
07717 137526

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
irene.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

823023
823023
823359

MP for Derbyshire Dales
RT. HON. PATRICK McLOUGHLIN
Member of Parliament
You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk
Regular advice bureaux
Call for details 01629 57205.
Working for Derbyshire Dales

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, Logs,
Kindling & Firelighters
Quality fuels at unbeatable value

Signal Fuels

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

823023

Village Hall
For bookings contact Linda
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk

822511

PJB Projects

Post Office Opening Times
At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364

Groundwork and Construction

Monday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-12pm

Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths,
extensions, garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing & stonewalling

Parish Council Meetings
Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.30pm in the Committee Room of the Village Hall.
Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings and to raise concerns or make
representations to the Council during the Public Participation section of the meeting.

Police

820831
822601

All views expressed are the contributor’s own and unless expressly stated are not necessarily
the view of the Village Pump. We reserve the right to edit or omit contributions.

Free Range Eggs

Paws on Paths

Free range eggs £2.00 per
dozen. Can deliver in the
village.

Dog walking services
Middleton Enhanced CRB,
specially adapted vehicle
Tel. Michael Kitching
07982806741

Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219
Finest Grimsby Fish
Suppliers of all Seafood

Cod
Trout Haddock
Crab
Plaice
Lobster
Salmon Cockles Prawns Whelks

We Do It All
Delivering in your area every Thursday
Call Lee on 07984624544
Email leecockerill@outlook.com

15 years experience.
Fully Qualified and Insured.
Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price
07977 240223

M J Petts
Plumbing & Heating

Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
PCSO 4413 Sue Lester suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk
Village Pump Editors
Lucy Peacock
John Sedgwick

01773 747027
07974 434447
07970 215726
Approved coal merchants
Our reputation is glowing

Installation – Service –
Repair
07580 457426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk
Gas Safe Registered - 551336

Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons
Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar,
Piano / keyboard.
Green Deal approved
installers of
cavity wall
and loft insulation

Enhanced DBS. All ages welcome,
beginners or improvers.
Competitive rates and discounted
bundles available.

01629 824595
07802 845223
www.dsinsulations.co.uk

Tel: 07855812753 or
email ellenfostermusic@gmail.com

