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The Train Now Arriving…
On April 30th 2017, the 50th anniversary of the closure of the Cromford and High
Peak Railway, and with it the Killers Branch, a train arrived in Middleton by
Wirksworth. The Steeple Grange Light Railway (SGLR) formally opened its
Middleton extension with a special train.
Performing
the
ceremonial cutting of the
tape was Arthur Cowley
who, 50 years earlier,
had been among the
contractors lifting the
rails on the original
Killers Branch and he had
recently provided the
SGLR with the necessary
rail to complete the
extension.
Although the railway has reached Middleton, there’s still a lot of work to be done
to get it into a state to carry regular passenger trains. Not least of the tasks is the
construction of a station at Middleton and a footpath through to Main Street. We
hope to be running passenger trains to the new Middleton station in 2018, but a
few more volunteers wouldn’t come amiss.
The reinstatement of the Killers Branch (named after the original owners of
Middleton Quarry), is the ‘raison d’etre’ of the Steeple Grange Light Railway
Company. This was established 32 years ago and arose out of a long running adult
education class dealing with railway history. Some bright spark suggested that the
class members should make their own railway history, and so the SGLR was born.
The choice of the Killers Branch as the site for our railway was suggested by the late
Eric Perry, who at the time was Deputy Mine Manager at Middleton Mine. The first
items of railway equipment arrived at Steeplehouse in 1985. Until the Middleton
opening, probably the highlight of those intervening years was in 2011, when HRH
the Duke of Gloucester ceremonially opened the level crossing over Sandy Lane. In
2018 not only do we hope to have our Middleton station open, but we hope to
commemorate the end of the 1st World War by remembering the role the Killers
Branch played in carrying around 200,000 WW1 gravestones from Middleton
Quarry cutting sheds away to the cemeteries in France and Belgium.
Deadline for next edition: Thursday 22nd June
Please leave items at the Nelson or email mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk

Dates
Every Sunday
Pub quiz in the Nelson.
Now starts 9pm prompt
Sunday 4th June
Millennium Garden
Maintenance: 2-4pm.
Sat 10th June
Women’s Tour of Britain
passes through Middleton
at Rise End. See
womenstour.co.uk
Sat 10th & Sun 11th June
Middleton Open Gardens
See page 5
Sunday 18th June
Millennium Garden
Maintenance: 2-4pm.
Wednesday 21st June
Folk Jam at the Nelson
Saturday 15th July
Celebrate Middleton! All
day celebration at
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust.
Details in next month’s
Pump

Bin Days
Blue bin / green bin:
5th / 19th June
Grey bin:
12th / 26th June

Middleton Mountain Bike Group
The Middleton mountain bike
group have been on their annual
spring ride. This year they rode
cross-country for around 8 hours
in the Rhayador & the Elan

valley, in mid-Wales, taking in
the views and exploring the area.
In terms of elevation they
climbed the equivalent of Ben
Nevis!

Welsh Mist Photo by David Johnson

The day ended with a welldeserved curry. During the meal
an award was presented to the
most outstanding rider of the
year, whose name will be
inscribed on the shield held in
the Nelson. This year the award
went to Martin Houghton. Welldone Martin.
Anyone wanting to join the
group, which meets every
Thursday evening for an epic ride
in the Derbyshire countryside,
can contact Tony
on 07768906162

Middleton Swifts
Here in Middleton, for three months only, a very special bird visits us. A bird that sleeps on the wing, bathes
on the wing, eats on the wing and even mates on the wing. Indeed it only ceases to fly when returning to its
nest. This bird is the Swift and if you look to the skies from May through to July you’ve a good chance of
spotting these sooty, scythe shaped masters of the air. You may even hear a ‘screaming party’ bombing up
Main Street as you read this! These incredible birds spend their winters in Africa and we should feel very
fortunate that a population of Swifts chooses Middleton as their summer home.
Swifts throughout Europe are in decline for a variety of reasons, many of which are out of our control. One
key reason, which is very much within our control, is loss of nesting sites. Unlike swallows and house
martins, swifts do not build their nests with mud pellets; they nest on ledges and in nooks and crannies
which have traditionally been found under the eaves of our houses and in deteriorated stonework. Such
sites are gradually being eliminated as a result of modern building insulation regulations and the inevitable
repair of our properties.
Fortunately there are many innovative and inexpensive ways in which we can help our Swifts. By installing
new nest sites and protecting existing breeding locations it is possible to stabilise and even substantially
increase Swift populations. If you’d like to learn more about how you can help Swifts then please visit the
‘Middleton in Bloom’ stand on July 15th during the ‘Celebrate Middleton’ event taking place at the
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust. Alternatively, please do get in touch with myself for a chat.
The history of Swifts in Middleton is limited with only a scattering of records within the Derbyshire
Ornithological Society database. Going by national trends we can be fairly certain that Middleton would
have hosted a substantially larger population of Swifts in the past and by understanding where our Swifts
nest today we will be in a better position to protect these incredible birds for the future. If you’ve spotted
Swifts entering or approaching buildings in Middleton then please do get in touch.
Jack Roper

Towards Cinema Middleton – Jacob Butler
The Cinema Middleton team
has been investigating getting
the Village Hall equipped with
film projection facilities. A lot
of village halls do this and local
community film societies have
a long and successful
history. http://wwwcinemafor
all.org.uk/
We are waiting for the final
estimate and looking at
options. Estimates vary
enormously for differing levels
of provision. What we end up
with depends on what money
we can raise. We have enough
information now to proceed
with grant applications.
Our plan is to get modern kit,
which will be permanently
installed; a roll away screen
near the ceiling, a wired-in
sound system, with just the
projector to be removed when
not in use.

Coming Soon!
Middleton Walking Festival
24-28 July
Full details in July’s Village
Pump

Middleton Environment
Group One Question
Quiz from Nigel Berrisford
A British actor (anagram)
Genuine Class
Last month’s answer: It is
daylight

Higher quality equipment
would also be an investment
in the village hall for many
potential users. The sound
system alone would be usable
for dances and musical events.
We are also making sure that
the loop system will be
working for the hard of
hearing.
This is a community project!
Several of us have joined the
Village Hall committee and are
also taking on some
responsibility for running the
hall. New floor finishing is in
hand (August) and we are
looking at new seating - to be
stacked on moveable trolleys
to avoid scratching the new
floor finish.
There is the possibility that
other improvements could be
incorporated into a bigger

grant application and we are
looking at this as well.
Can you help?
It would be good to have a
profile of existing and past
users of the hall, their history,
their projects and their
advertising, so I will be
approaching people for
information.
In the meantime, suggestions,
memories, any photos of the
hall itself and activities past
and present, would be very
welcome. Please contact me
at jacob@owdman.co.uk
We would be particularly
interested to hear of potential
users of the stage - anybody
up for performances, panto or
amateur dramaticals?

Our Pump
Steve French writes: “What would you like to see in your monthly
edition of the PUMP?

Some suggestions already offered up are; quizzes, historical
photographs and stories, what happened in Middleton this month, 100
years ago, recipes, community news, reader’s views, forthcoming
events.
The list is endless if you have any suggestions for articles,
competitions, anything of interest, then lets get them included in
forthcoming editions of our community newsletter.
Meanwhile do you know the family that has lived in our village for over
5 generations? Or who the newest members of our community are?
If you think you know the answers to these questions or have
suggestions for future editions of the PUMP then please email
mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk

Well Dressings - Canon David Truby
Well dressings—why do we do
them? - Petal by petal, stone by
stone, coffee bean by coffee
bean. Each one of them will be
a part of the whole. Each one of
them will play their part in
creating the bigger picture, and
when they are complete each
picture will play its part in the
celebration. The well dressings
are a particular tradition in
Derbyshire, and so many towns
and villages have their own
dressings; but why?
One wonders how many hours
people have spent in order to
make all of those individual
festivals happen. There will
have been many thousands no
doubt, and why? The cynic
would say that it is a waste of
time, but those who know
better realise that it is an
expression of continuity
through tradition, and a

preparedness to give time and
energy in thanksgiving for
something that can so easily be
taken for granted. Water is
something that is always there
for us, but when it is taken away
then very quickly we realise just
how vital it is to maintaining not
just our normal routine but life
itself.
It is worth taking time out to
create in this way, not just
because of the tradition but
because it’s a whole lot of fun
too. There is “value” in taking
time to be with others just for
the sake of it.
Each of the pictures has a
theme and so is educational in
its own way. The attention to
detail causes those who look on
to be drawn into the experience
and refreshed or renewed in
some way. All too often, these

sorts of activities are lost due to
the frenetic pace of life.
Gathering together for Well
Dressings is an aspect of
community life that builds a
sense of corporate identity, a
sense of belonging to each
other.
This taking “value” in the small
things is an attitude that
expands into the rest of life, a
version of the old saying “take
care of the pennies and the
pounds will take care of
themselves.” When we value
the small things then we are
more likely to care about the
larger issues of life too. In a
world where “I can’t be
bothered” is something we hear
all too frequently, that can’t be
bad. It’s another aspect of
trying to live the Christian life.

Middleton Book Worms Triumph

Church News: Guitar Recital
7.30 p.m. on 10th June, at Holy Trinity Church: Guitar Concert:
“Music for a Summer Evening” with Jonathan Priestley. Tickets,
priced at £6, are available from Traidlinks in Wirksworth, The Nelson
in Middleton, or the Team Parish Office in Wirksworth.
Jonathan is an accomplished classical guitarist, well known locally as
a teacher, performer and composer. He will be performing a
relaxing programme of classical and Spanish guitar music
appropriate for the time of year. There will be wine, fruit juice and
nibbles at the interval.
Regarding Open Gardens, it’s worth pointing out that there will be
a Flower Display in Church all day on the 10 June and lunch will be
offered from 12.00 - 2.00 on the Saturday
Peter Lewis
Reader at Middleton Church

Pam Butler writes: “A team from
Middleton Book Group has won the
Wirksworth Festival Book Quiz. With a
record 20 teams competing, the
same questions were asked
simultaneously to 10 teams in The
Blacks Head and 10 teams in The
Royal Oak.
Our team: Olwyn Bailey, Pam Butler,
Marie Clark and Catherine Housley
were based in the Blacks Head and
scored a total of 61 points. Nerves
were stretched near breaking point as
we waited for the telephone hotline
to relay the final score from the Royal
Oak – the best there scored only 56
points! Our prize was a signed copy of
Stephen Booth’s latest novel and 4
bottles of wine.”

Middleton in Bloom - Pam Jones
This year we have again entered
the Midlands in Bloom
Competition, hoping to retain
our "BEST VILLAGE" award and
endeavouring turn our Silver-Gilt
status into Gold.
However, to do this we need
Sponsors and so far this year
there have been some very
generous businesses and
groups. We would like to say
"thank you" to the following,
many of who show great
generosity every year with their
kind donations: Petts
Stonemasons, Middleton Knit

And Natter Group, D.S.
Insulations, Middleton Ladies
Group, "Not Dead Yet" Music
Group, Brown Builders
Merchants/Signalfuels
Nelson Arms, Vital Earth, 2
Anonymous Villagers.
To plant a tub costs
approximately £50 and a basket
£30, and planted by volunteers.
All of our Sponsors are
recognised on the tubs and
baskets. If anyone or any other
group is willing to help by way of
a donation we would be

extremely grateful - to coin the
phrase, "every little helps".
We always need extra help, so
please come along to the
Millennium Garden on the 1st or
3rd Sunday of each month
between 2.00 - 4.00p.m. You be
guaranteed a warm and friendly
welcome and find it a great
experience.
Any donations please to
Middleton in Bloom...hand to
Ann Stamper...Pam Jones...or
Jane at the Nelson.

MIDDLETON OPEN GARDENS AND QUIRKY CORNERS 2017
10 - 11 June 11am - 5pm
The Environment Group invite you Middleton's annual Open Garden weekend. There are 34 gardens on show this
year ranging from the smallest quirky corners and delightful cottage gardens to large formal gardens, wildflower
meadows and amazing cliffside creations, so come along and explore the hidden delights of Middleton.
Refreshments will also be available in a number of the gardens, perfect for such a sunny weekend! Maps (tickets)
for the whole weekend are only £3 per adult (well behaved children are free) and can be found on the day
at 3 The Hall, The Nelson Arms, the car park and 3 Rise End.
All proceeds go towards projects in Middleton and we thank all those who are opening their gardens this year.If
you need any more details contact anyone on the Environment Group or Rob or Ann on 01629 258471
PS. Chatsworth also have a small gardening event on that weekend. Sadly you will not be able to use your Open
garden tickets for that event, as they are not in Middleton - and we could not fit them on our map anyway. If you
already have a ticket for Chatsworth we recommend that you also have a look around Middleton just to see the
best!

Sketching in the Great Outdoors: Art Pub, Nelson Arms, 8 June, 7.30p.m
Jane Monaghan writes: “Art Pub at The Nelson Arms is now well into its second year and over the past months we
have learnt a wide range of new art skills thanks to Mark and Ben's superb teaching. We have just completed a
puppet making session and will start a new project after half term.
The project will focus on Sketching in the Great Outdoors and will include sketch walks at locations close by to
Middleton, taking in a variety of natural and industrial landscapes. The walks will not be arduous and the sessions
are guaranteed to be fun. You will need a sketchbook - A5 size preferably. All other materials will be provided.
The sessions are £8 for two hours or £35 if you pay upfront for the term.

Middleton Community Choir
Peter Stevenson writes
Now that's what I call a
Community Event!
On Friday 5th May the
Middleton Community Choir
(MCC) held its first concert at the
Middleton Village Hall. The choir
is formed from a broad
population of Middletonians and
surrounds, with the emphasis on
singing and enjoyment.
Being its first concert, the choir
was a little apprehensive at the
beginning but soon got into its
stride and provided an
entertaining and varied
programme.
The MCC's Director of Music is
Vicky Fordham, who is also Head
of Music at Anthony Gell in
Wirksworth. To add to the
quality and variety of the

evening, Vicky brought two of
her school-based choirs. Vocalise
and the Urban Choir (led by Zee).
Both were absolutely fantastic!
They sang a variety of music,
sometimes in complex three part
harmonies and on occasions
added 'moves' to their
performance. They added
another dimension to the
evening.
The Village Hall was buzzing and
absolutely rammed – not a spare
chair to be had. The audience
didn't get away scot-free either:
Annie Nelson fostered
Widdecombe Fair (Uncle Tom
Cobbley and All) on an initially
bemused and then wildly
enthusiastic gathering of
villagers and parents, including
our beloved Louis Spencer, who
has done so much to promote

music and song in our
community.
In addition to the choirs we were
entertained with poems by Lucy
Peacock, Cath Housley and a
monologue or two by yours
truly, all making for the most
entertaining and brilliant
evening.
So what next? The choir will
soon have its head down with
practices leading to the Village
Celebration on July 15th.
We've already made a lot of new
friends and would like to make
more and so if you'd like to join
us please email
p.j.s.m.stevenson@btinternet.com

or call 01629 822694 to know
when we will be next practicing.
Thanks to all those who
participated and came to
support us - You were brilliant!

School News
It’s been a very busy term so far! Our Year 6 children continued to take part in the School Sports Partnership
water polo competition and finished in a very respectable fourth place. Some of our Y3 children enjoyed a
mini tennis tournament at Anthony Gell School this week, they did really well and it was lovely to hear how
much they had enjoyed their morning! Owls class also competed in a Hockey competition at AGS, they
played well and came third in their group.
All the children took part in a lovely Bird Assembly to celebrate the work that we have carried out with the
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust. The project has developed over the year with activities such as building bird
feeders, and installing a new bird hide and nest boxes. Working with the staff from the Trust has been very
valuable and enabled us to develop our school environment and the learning experiences we give to our
children.
Our Y6 and Y2 children have carried out their end of key stage assessments this month. They have worked
very hard, shown resilience and perseverance and we are very proud of their achievements.
The whole school is getting ready for our annual school Production. This year the children will be performing
Alice in Wonderland. The children are becoming increasingly excited, learning their lines and practising the
songs for the show. Opening night is the 20th June and we have much to do before then!
The play markings have been added to our newly re-surfaced lower playground. The children are really
enjoying creating new games and finding Middleton on our UK map. Thanks go to our parent group –
Friends of Middleton, who raised funds for this work.

February Weather: Mild and cloudy
Date
Mean maximum’ temp

6.4

+1.0c

Mean minimum temp

2.3c

+2.0c

Highest maximum

12.7c

20th

Lowest minimum

-1.1c

10th

Total Rainfall

81.0mm

Wettest Day

11.3mm

Days with rain

20

Total Sunshine

34.5 hrs

Sunniest Day

6.8 hrs

Days with no sunshine

8

It was the mildest February since
2011 and the 8th mildest in the last
40 years; 12.7c on the 20th was the
warmest day in February since
2012. Rainfall was close to average
with frequent small amounts of rain
rather than any very wet weather.

101%
6th, 27th

59%
22nd

11.3 mm on the wettest day was the
smallest amount for the wettest day
in February since 1998 when the
wettest day managed only 7.0 mm.
Sunshine was well below average
and it was the cloudiest February
since 2011.

The only notable event during the
month was the gale on the 23rd when
a gust of 80 mph was recorded on
the moor, the highest in February
since 1999 when 87 mph was
recorded.
The winter of 2016/17 (Dec to Feb)
was the 8th mildest in the last 40
years and the driest since 2005/06. It
was only a wet final week which
prevented it being the driest winter
since 1984/85. The total rainfall was
204.4 mm, 67% of average and just
0.6 mm more than in 2005/06. The
wettest day of the winter was Jan’
31st with 13.9mm of rain, the
smallest amount on record for the
wettest day in winter.
107 hours of sunshine were
recorded, which is 60% of average,
and it was the cloudiest winter since
1995/96.

March Weather: Mild and wet
It was the second mildest March in
the last 50 years, only 2012 was
warmer, and was only the third
March over the same period with
no air frost recorded. The
maximum temperature of 16.3c on
the 30th was the highest in March

since 2012 when 19.2c was
recorded. The 31st recorded a
minimum temperature of 10.2c,
the highest on record in March.
It was the third consecutive wetter
than average March and 18 days
Date

Mean maximum’ temp

10.4c

+2.4c

Mean minimum temp

3.8c

+2.1c

Highest maximum

16.3c

30th

Lowest minimum

0.2c

21st

Total Rainfall

95.1mm

Wettest Day

18.6mm

Days with rain

18

Total Sunshine

107.4 hrs

Sunniest Day

10.7 hrs

Days with no sunshine

7

111%
3rd

with measurable rain was the most
for the month since 2013 which
also recorded 18. The total rainfall
for the first quarter of the year
stands at 250.2mm which is 91% of
average and the driest firs quarter
since 2012 when 180.5mm was
recorded.
Despite the rainfall it was the
sunniest March since 2014 and the
25th was the sunniest March day
since 2012.
The only snowfall was 3cm early on
the 2nd and no gales were
recorded. The highest gust
recorded on the moor was 59 mph
on the 18th and 19th.
Dave Evans

116%
25th

April weather will appear in next
month’s Village Pump

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr Sandy Clark
Cllr Dawn Greatorex (chair)
Cllr Rob Rawlinson
Cllr John Sedgwick
Cllr Debbie Skellern
Cllr Peter Slack
Cllr Olwen Wilson
Parish Clerk: John Rowe

Tel
01629 822 372
01629 356 661
01629 824 655
01629 822 601
07875 942 503
01629 823 359
01629 822701
07717 137526

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
irene.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

823023
823023
823359

MP for Derbyshire Dales
RT. HON. PATRICK McLOUGHLIN
Member of Parliament
You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk
Regular advice bureaux
Call for details 01629 57205.
Working for Derbyshire Dales

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, Logs,
Kindling & Firelighters
Quality fuels at unbeatable value

Signal Fuels

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

823023

Village Hall
For bookings contact Linda
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk

822511

01773 747027
07974 434447
07970 215726
Approved coal merchants
Our reputation is glowing
PJB Projects

Post Office Opening Times
At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364

Groundwork and Construction

Monday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-12pm

Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths,
extensions, garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing & stonewalling

Parish Council Meetings
Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.30pm in the Committee Room of the Village Hall.
Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings and to raise concerns or make
representations to the Council during the Public Participation section of the meeting.

15 years experience.
Fully Qualified and Insured.
Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price
07977 240223

Police
Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
PCSO 4413 Sue Lester suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk
Village Pump Editors
Lucy Peacock
John Sedgwick

820831
822601

All views expressed are the contributor’s own and unless expressly stated are not necessarily
the view of the Village Pump. We reserve the right to edit or omit contributions.

Free Range Eggs

Paws on Paths

Free range eggs £2.00 per
dozen. Can deliver in the
village.

Dog walking services
Middleton Enhanced CRB,
specially adapted vehicle
Tel. Michael Kitching
07982806741

Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219
Finest Grimsby Fish
Suppliers of all Seafood
Cod
Trout Haddock
Crab
Plaice
Lobster
Salmon Cockles Prawns Whelks

We Do It All
Delivering in your area every Thursday
Call Lee on 07984624544
Email leecockerill@outlook.com

07580 457426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk
Gas Safe Registered - 551336

Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons
Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar,
Piano / keyboard.

Green Deal approved
installers of
cavity wall
and loft insulation

Enhanced DBS. All ages welcome,
beginners or improvers.
Competitive rates and discounted bundles
available. NEW Music Academy at the
Nelson. Friday pm/eve slots currently
available.

01629 824595
07802 845223
www.dsinsulations.co.uk

Tel: 07855812753 or
email ellenfostermusic@gmail.com

