Middleton Village Newsletter

VILLAGE PUMP
May 2017

No.439

Incline Race
Wirksworth Running Club’s annual incline race took place on Sunday 23rd April. The
race was 4.32 miles, including Middleton incline on the High Peak Trail and the steep
climb up to Middleton Moor. There were 128 runners for the main race, plus 35
runners in the two children’s races which are 2.16 miles and half a mile.
Congratulations to everyone who took part in the event.

Dates
Saturday 6th May
Leonard Cohen Night!
Open Mike at the Nelson
Every Sunday
Pub quiz in the Nelson.
Now starts 9pm prompt
Every Thursday
Art pub in the Nelson. £8
7.30-9.30pm
Sunday 7th May
Millennium Garden
Maintenance: 2-4pm.
Wednesday 17th May
Folk Jam at the Nelson
Sunday 21st May
Millennium Garden
Maintenance: 2-4pm.

Hilary Casey in the Incline Race. Hilary is a local runner who trains with Jog Middleton which is led by
Steph Spencer on Tuesday mornings meeting at 9 am at the Village Hall. Steph can be contacted on
07974 029156. Photo by Rob Rawlinson

Bin Days

Middleton Community Choir: Concert Friday 5th May
The choir is staging its first concert at the Middleton Village Hall. The evening will
be a light-hearted musical celebration with pieces ranging from Les Misérables to
comedy monologues. The choir will be joined by two other musical talents namely
Urban Choir and Vocalise and promises to be a first class evening, all for the
princely sum of £3 per ticket. The evening begins at 7:30pm and nibbles will be
provided. Please bring along your own drinks and glasses. Please support this
Community Event and enjoy a great evening.

Deadline for next edition: Friday 19th May
Please leave items at the Nelson or email mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk

Blue bin / green bin:
8th / 22th May
Grey bin:
1st / 15th May

Village Groups Contact List
If you have a group that you’d like to include, please contact Lucy Peacock on 820831.
Millennium Garden Group
Secretary: Hilary Casey (820076)
Middleton Environment Group
Chair: Rob Stamper
Allotments Committee
Chair: Mike Knott (826075)
Middleton Ladies’ Fellowship
Pam Jones (823920) or Christine Gilmour (822455)
Steeple Grange Light Railway
Martin Smith: martinsmith187@tiscali.co.uk
John Cash: jtcpc@supanet.com
Middleton Book Group
Lucy Peacock (820831)

MMBG (Middleton Mountain Bike Group)
www.mmbg.co.uk
Middleton and Wirksworth Wrestling Club
Classes on Monday evenings in the village Hall
Contact Trevor Hoskins (07961 516722)
Middleton Toddler Group
Meets Wednesdays 1.30pm-3pm at the Village Hall
Nelson Arms
Bar and accommodation. Alan and Jane (825154)
Knit and Natter
In the Nelson on Mondays, 1-3pm, with Community
Luncheon on alternate Mondays. Brenda Hobson 824600

Northern Light Cinema: Refugee Night
With the ever-growing need for
The United Kingdom to act as a
safe haven for refugees, The
Northern Light Cinema in
Wirksworth have come up with a
series of film screenings in order
to support and welcome these
people
into
our
local
communities. Once a month,
they’ll be giving over the cinema
to refugee groups to get
together, enjoy a film together in
their own language, to share
their
culture,
food
and
friendship.
Paul Carr, one of the cinema
Owners
said
“We
were
scratching our heads wondering
what we could do, as cinema
owners, to try and help the plight
of so many refugees seeking
safety here in the UK. We don't

see many in rural Derbyshire but
we wanted to make sure that
those who are here, know
they're welcome at The Northern
Light Cinema”.
These screenings will occur once
a month beginning in April, and
will each focus on a different
nation in order to attract
refugees from different locations
and
backgrounds.
The
programme will kick-off with an
Ethiopian film night followed by
nights dedicated to Afghanistan
and then Syria.
The team at The Northern Light
Cinema have been working hard
behind the scenes to source films
that are not only in the native
languages
of
Ethiopia,
Afghanistan and Syria, but also

Middleton Environment Group One Question Quiz
A black dog is walking in a town with no street
lighting and all windows blacked out. There is no
moon. A speeding car swerves to avoid the dog.
How can the driver see the dog?
Last month’s answer: His horse was called Friday

films that can take the refugees
away from the atrocities they
have escaped, and provide them
with some good old-fashioned
cinematic entertainment. The
team will also be opening up
their cookbooks to try and rustle
up some authentic cuisine for the
occasion. All in order to make
them feel more comfortable and
relaxed.
The cinema is also encouraging
attendance from people within
surrounding local communities,
so that the events can act as a
meeting place and cultural
exchange for all involved. Tickets
for each film are priced at £5, and
can be booked by either calling
the box office on 01629 337513
or by visiting the website at
www.thenorthernlightcinema.co.uk

Middleton Ladies Group
Goodness me, what a year so far. In
February Steph Spencer instructed
us in a very gentle keep fit class. She
tailored the class to fit all abilities,
and everyone took part, which was
nice, and greatly enjoyed by all the
Ladies. She also made it good fun as
well. In March we had a P.J. and
Teddy night at my house and,
although optional, most of the
Ladies came dressed for the
occasion. And everyone had a
Teddy or a favourite soft toy, which
in most cases had a story of its own.
We had a lot of chatter,
accompanied by various nice
nibbles, drinks etc. and a Quiz,
which Veronica and Val won. To the
envy of all the other Ladies they
received a large and very soft new

Teddybear! We all have little people
in our Families, just longing for such
a Bear.
We always look forward to
welcoming Steve Pepper to our
Group, and at the April meeting we
made delicious Hot Cross Buns with
his help.
Steve is always so
cheerful, and makes us all feel like
we are as good as Mary Berry, and I
have to say that we were all thrilled
with our Buns, they were delicious,
Thanks again Steve.
In May, we will see another good
friend returning, when Andy Pollock
will talk on Derbyshire Dialects. This
should be very interesting and
knowing Andy, not without

humour. We are making this an
Open Meeting, so friends and
neighbours are welcome, at a cost
of £2.50, which will include a Cuppa
and a Biscuit. The doors open at 730p.m. at the Congregational
Chapel, on Thursday 4th May.
For anyone new to our Village, and
would like to join our Group, please
contact myself (01629 823920), or
Christine (01629 822455), for more
information.
The rest of our Programme this year
is varied and most interesting.
Please come along - look forward to
seeing you.
Pam

Residents reminded about recycling rules
Derbyshire Dales residents are
being reminded to keep paper and
cardboard recycling separate from
other recyclable materials for
household collections.
Homes across the district currently
recycle 55% of all household waste
– the best percentage in the county.
Residents can recycle paper and
cardboard, glass bottles and jars,
food and drinks cans, plastic bottles
and containers, aerosols, foil trays
and cartons in the kerbside
collection.
Now Derbyshire Dales District
Council is urging local people to
present recycling correctly to
ensure it is transported to the right
reprocessing facility.

Recycling is collected in split-bodied
vehicles, enabling the District
Council’s contractor Serco to keep
paper and cardboard separate from
the other materials.
A spokesperson warned: “Mixing
paper and cardboard in with other
mixed materials including glass,
cans and plastics causes the
recycling to become contaminated
and this could result in the load
being rejected at the materials
recovery facility.
“It means blue-lid bins and
containers will only be emptied by
the collection crews where the
paper and cardboard are properly
presented separate from the other

materials, either in an insert, blue
bag or other suitable container.
“If the bin is contaminated or the
material is mixed, it will not be
emptied and the bin will be tagged.
Residents should then re-sort their
recycling so that it can be collected
on the next collection day.”
Homes with wheeled bins have a
separate insert for their paper and
cardboard and may also use a blue
bag or other container to present
additional paper and cardboard.
Derbyshire Dales District Council

Middleton Village Hall Committee
On the 22nd March, the Middleton
Village Hall Committee held their
Annual General Meeting and
following the formalities of an AGM,
the MVH committee set about
discussing a variety of forthcoming
plans to ensure the Hall goes from
strength to strength.
There are some exciting new projects
being undertaken, not least the
formation of Cinema Middleton
which has a committed group of
enthusiasts working hard to get a
cinema up and running in our village.
Anyone keen to join that group
should contact Jacob Butler and he
will keep you up to speed with
developments.
We have plans to start work on
updating the inside of the Hall. The
floor is in need of some t.l.c. and we
are looking at improving the storage
facilities at the back of the main hall.

Another project for later in the year
will be an overhaul of the stage and
also work will need to be done to
continue to improve the outside area
, not least to support the Middleton in
Bloom entry in this year's East
Midlands in Bloom event. We will also
be hoping to collect anecdotes and
photographs relating to MVH which
will be included on our webpage.
As all these projects get up and
running there will be opportunity for
volunteers to get involved so watch
this space.
"But what can I do now?" I hear you
cry! Well you may be able to support
us with a very pressing and urgent
need. At the AGM all the committee
members were appointed for the
following year...all that is except one.
We were unable to appoint a
treasurer and I am hoping that
somewhere in the village is someone

Celebrate Middleton!
Don’t forget to put Saturday 15th
July in your diary for the Celebrate
Middleton event at the Derbyshire
Wildlife Trust offices on Main Street
from 10am-6pm.
All the local groups in the village
are contributing and a full
programme will be available soon
including activities from the choir,
Not Dead Yet, Ladies Group, Knit
and
Natter,
the
school,
Environment Group, Gardening
Club, Cinema Middleton, Art Group,

the Church, Jog Middleton, Yoga
Group, Mount Cook and of course
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust!
There will be lots to do for children,
stalls and displays, refreshments,
cream teas, raffles and a chance to
have a go at all sorts of activities.
There will be something for
everyone to get involved in and
Celebrate Middleton! Everyone is
welcome to come along on the day
– give Jane Proctor a call on 01773
881188 for more information.

who will be prepared to spare a few
hours a month to help us out. The role
involves monitoring our online bank
account, taking payments from users
of MVH and paying monies into our
account,writing out a few cheques as
needed and keeping our accounts up
to date and accountable. Our current
treasurer is happy to give support and
training to anyone who would be able
to take on the role and you would be
part of the MVH committee who are
an amazing bunch. If you are happy to
help out in this way please contact
Jane either at The Nelson Arms in
person, by phone on 01629-825154
or by email on
janmon53@hotmail.co.uk
Thanks for taking the time to read this
from Jane and the MVH committee.

The Rising Sun:
A Thank You to Steve
It is with sadness that we report
Steve Merrick’s departure from
the Rising Sun after 5 years as
landlord.
We would like to thank Steve for
all his efforts. He has worked
extremely hard over the years in
order to create a friendly
community atmosphere in the
pub and has always gone out of
his way for locals and
community groups.
Thank you, Steve, you will be
missed.

Christian Aid Week May 14th to 20th
Your very generous donations
last year came to £592 towards
the Wirksworth area total of
£6,290. The money last year
was targeted at helping the
poorest people build resistance
to the worst effects of climate
change. For example, building
dams, small solar power
schemes, raising houses above
flood water, supplying seeds
and tools.
This year the focus will be on
refugees. Tens of millions of

people across the globe are
fleeing their homes because of
conflict or disaster. Christian Aid
has been supporting refugees
since 1945 in the aftermath of
the Second World War.
We are again asking for your
help. Do you feel you could give
an hour of your time to collect a
few envelopes on your street?
It’s a good way to keep in touch
with neighbours!
Please contact Christine Kinder
on 823592

Or Anne Oldak on 822844
Your envelope is attached to
your ‘pump’ and will be
collected by a volunteer from
the village. Jane at the Nelson
will also act as a collecting point
if your envelope isn’t collected
at the door.
Thank you so much
Anne Oldak

Church News
You will have noticed that,
wherever you are in Middleton,
you can always see hills, fields
and woods and notice the
changing colours of the seasons.
Looking and listening as I walk
round the village, winter has
moved into spring. I have seen
growth and new life, not only in
the wider landscape, but also
closer to hand in the allotments
and many gardens. Now we are
moving into the next period
when everything will grow and
the world will become even
greener.
My name is Peter Lewis and I
have some pastoral
responsibility for Holy Trinity
Church. In the life of the church,
we are following the story from
Easter to that time when a
handful of Jesus’ followers grew
to become many, spreading
worldwide. Following that story
will help us think about how our
own community is undergoing
growth and change. How should
the church respond to the new

challenges of a changing,
growing Middleton?
One sign of growth for us at
church has been the number of
young families engaging with us
and we have moved to a pattern
of All Age Family Services once a
month and occasional Sunday
afternoon Children’s Storytelling
Sessions for under 7’s. Happily
the improvements in the church
basement will enable a welcome
restart for the lively 7Up Youth
Group.
We have been very grateful to
those in the community who
have recently contributed to the
Church Patronage Appeal to
protect and maintain our lovely
church building. We are aware
that many find the church a
welcome place for quiet and
reflection on any day of the
week, so we have created a new
space for everyone to use for
quiet and for leaving prayer
requests when they just drop
into the church. We will go on to
explore ways of using the
refurbished basement for young

families, for older people living
alone and for those who want to
think about faith and belief. Like
the scenery around us, our local
church is growing and changing
in ways that we hope will bear
fruit.
Peter Lewis
Reader, Holy Trinity Church
Notice of Village Green
Committee AGM
28 April 2017 at The Nelson Arms
6.30pm
1 Opening remarks/welcome
2 Apologies.
3 Minutes of last year's meeting.
4 Chairs Annual Report
5 Presentation of Treasurers Accounts
6 Appointment of Chair
7 Appointment of Vice Chair
8 Appointment of Treasurer
9 Appointment of Secretary
10 Any other business
All Welcome 6.30 pm - 7.00 pm
Followed by the Ordinary Meeting of
the Village Green Committee
Many thanks for your continued
support in supporting our committee
to enhance our lovely village.
Dawn Greatorex, Secretary

HILL: Community Voices
HILL is a project which will tell the
story of the hill which runs from
Wirksworth and the Via Gellia up to
Middleton Moor and beyond. It will
feature the work of local artists Kate
Bellis (photography), Lucy Peacock
(poetry), Carol Fieldhouse
(songwriting), and Gavin Repton
(film) alongside sculpture by Sally
Matthews.
As part of her research for the
project, Lucy Peacock has been
asking residents and visitors to talk
about the hill and how they feel
about it. Here are a selection of the
responses so far:
• It’s a killer. An absolute killer.
Running back up that hill – it’s
hard work
• Flying kites on a windy day and
running up to the very top and
then rolling down the hill.
• The hill means freedom. It’s the
children’s playground, my running
ground. The air is better up there,
the views are amazing and I feel
so lucky that we have it there..

Thank you David Casey...
You may not be aware , but David
Casey has retired from the editorial
team of The Village Pump. David
has worked on producing The Pump
for almost ten years and gave freely
of his time to make sure that one of
Middleton's finest institutions
continued.The Village Pump reaches
a wide and varied audience.....even
being posted to Australia to an exMiddleton resident who enjoys
keeping up to date with Middleton
life. David's contribution to the
survival of The Village Pump should
be recognised and I am sure the

• It’s safe. There’s no threat here.
• There were a lot of dust years ago,
but it were Middleton’s bread and
butter, years ago wasn’t it? It isn’t
now and I suppose it’s quite
picturesque. I talk to visitors and
they say oh what a beautiful
village! And it is, it is.
• I like the moor. I like the top of the
moor. I like the dip from the mine
collapse – I just like going across
there and looking. Everywhere’s
below you. It’s fantastic.
• We bought a house before we saw
inside the house. We bought it
because we liked the hill. We
walked up onto the moor – and it
was snowy – and it was beautiful,
and we didn’t care what the house
was like, we were just going to live
here.
• It’s really down to the fresh air
and when you’re on the top, no
matter where you look, the view’s
always different from day to day
with the different clouds and stuff
• The wild and the wind
• I’ve been coming here for years
and years and I’m an old man of

•
•

•
•

•
•

sixty and it’s been my friend for
life.
It’s my haven and my solace.
We’re halfway up the hill, on the
edge of the mine. So we’re in the
shade of the hill, overlooking a
great big abyss of the mine. So it’s
quite…it’s a little bit spooky.
It’s more social, and everyone’s
like a family
Just seeing the world laid out
beneath you – it’s like owning the
planet
I stand on the moor and I breathe
in the air, and I feel content.
You just look up, and you see the
most amazing stars.

HILL will launch at Buxton Art
gallery in March 2018. For more
information, see
www.hillproject.uk. Contributions
are welcome – from short quotes
like the above to complete poems
(see poem from Dawn Greatorex on
the next page). If you would like to
contribute in any way please
contact Lucy on 820831 or via
info@hillproject.uk .

village will want to join me in
thanking him for all his work over
the years.
If anyone in the village would like to
support the Village Pump there will
be a meeting at The Nelson Arms on
May 11th at 7.30p.m. to encourage
people to contribute ideas and
articles to the Village Pump. If you
are unable to attend but want to
get involved please contact either
Lucy Peacock or Jane at The Nelson
Arms.
Thanks from Jane

Where is this?

What is Middleton?
Is it the cold, piercing wind
Wuthering in the heights on the
moor?
Bedecked with cowslips and
orchids.
Or, is it the glorious, golden
sunshine
In the darling buds of May?
Is it a stay from D H Lawrence
As he wandered like a cloud
Into the fields of green grass
With painted cows standing to
attention?
Perhaps it is the marble decor
Residing in our humble abode
As we awaken to the cockerel
crowing
And the cooing of the pigeons?
Could it be the Village Green?
Adorned in its flowered glory.
An insect haven,
With: buzzing buff tailed bumble
bees;
Admiral butterflies;
Divine Messenger ladybirds;
Marmalade hoverflies and

Coming Soon!
Middleton Walking Festival
24-28 July

Full details in July’s Village Pump

Emperor dragonflies.
Fit indeed for any King.
But wait, I beg your pardon,
I mustn't forget the Millennium
Garden!
Jewelled with diamonds and
emeralds
And rubies... all draped, dazzling
In the dew dropped morning.
Or, is it their glorious garlands
journeying far and wide?
Down to the telephone box to greet
The Rising Sun, stepping back up the
Village
Smiling, “Hello, Lord Horatio
Nelson.”
“Farewell, Good old Duke of
Wellington!”
Or, could it be the priceless Mr
Pepper's
Pies, pasties and cakes? Our daily
bread –
A church and a chapel to worship
The Mount of Zion.

A walk with the dog? Or, a
mountain bike ride?
Maybe a knit and natter?
It could be the Light Gauge Railway
Chugging the Santa Specials.
H O! H O!
Or, the switching on of the
Christmas Lights?
Or, is it the chunking of the New
Holland tractor
Mowing the fields and making hay
While the sun shines
In our Blooming Middleton?
Could it possibly be the limestone?
Carefully cut,
Delicately dressed,
Perfectly polished,
Headstones for our fallen soldiers.
Whatever it is, ‘just pack up your
troubles in your old kit bag!’
Be happy and proud because...
WE Make Middleton!
By Dawn Greatorex

Perhaps a spot of yoga in the Village
Hall?

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr Sandy Clark
Cllr Dawn Greatorex
Cllr Rob Rawlinson
Cllr John Sedgwick
Cllr Debbie Skellern
Cllr Peter Slack
Cllr Dr Peter Stanley
Cllr Olwen Wilson
Parish Clerk: John Rowe

Tel
01629 822 372
01629 826 647
01629 824 655
01629 822 601
07875 942 503
01629 823 359
01629 823 761
01629 822701
07717 137526

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
irene.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

MP for Derbyshire Dales
RT. HON. PATRICK McLOUGHLIN
Member of Parliament
You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk
Regular advice bureaux
Call for details 01629 57205.
Working for Derbyshire Dales

823023
823023

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, Logs,
Kindling & Firelighters

823359
Quality fuels at unbeatable value

Signal Fuels
COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

823023

Village Hall
For bookings contact Linda
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk

01773 747027
07974 434447
07970 215726
Approved coal merchants
Our reputation is glowing

822511
PJB Projects
Groundwork and Construction

Post Office Opening Times
At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364

Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths,

Monday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-12pm

extensions, garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing & stonewalling
15 years experience.

Parish Council Meetings
Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.30pm in the Committee Room of the Village Hall.
Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings and to raise concerns or make
representations to the Council during the Public Participation section of the meeting.

Fully Qualified and Insured.
Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price
07977 240223

Police
Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
PCSO 4413 Sue Lester suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk
Village Pump Editors
Lucy Peacock
John Sedgwick

820831
822601

All views expressed are the contributor’s own and unless expressly stated are not necessarily
the view of the Village Pump. We reserve the right to edit or omit contributions.

Free Range Eggs

Paws on Paths

Free range eggs £2.00 per
dozen. Can deliver in the
village.

Dog walking services
Middleton Enhanced CRB,
specially adapted vehicle
Tel. Michael Kitching
07982806741

Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219
Finest Grimsby Fish
Suppliers of all Seafood
Cod
Trout Haddock
Crab
Plaice
Lobster
Salmon Cockles Prawns Whelks

We Do It All
Delivering in your area every Thursday
Call Lee on 07984624544
Email leecockerill@outlook.com

07580 457426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk
Gas Safe Registered - 551336

Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons
Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar,
Piano / keyboard.

Green Deal approved
installers of
cavity wall
and loft insulation

Enhanced DBS. All ages welcome,
beginners or improvers.
Competitive rates and discounted bundles
available. NEW Music Academy at the
Nelson. Friday pm/eve slots currently
available.

01629 824595
07802 845223
www.dsinsulations.co.uk

Tel: 07855812753 or
email ellenfostermusic@gmail.com

