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New Frog Crossing for Rise End
As the people of Middleton are aware, work is well underway at Rise End crossroads
for the controversial new traffic lights (see letter, page 3). Villagers may not be
aware, however, that after quiet lobbying from the British Amphibophile Society,
the new crossing is to incorporate a state-of-the-art frog crossing for our amphibian
friends.
Each crossing point will incorporate a lily-pad shaped sensor, which will cause the
lights to switch to frog-sequence when touched by small webbed feet. It is expected
that the new crossing will save the lives of tens of frogs and toads per year.

Dates
Saturday 8th April
Rocking good gig @ the
Nelson
Friday 14th April
Quiz at the Sun
Sunday 16th April
Millennium Garden
Maintenance: 2-4pm. New
volunteers welcome!
Wednesday 19th April
Folk Jam at the Nelson
Saturday 22nd April
Moroccan night at the
Nelson
Friday 28th April
Quiz at the Sun
Saturday 6th May
Leonard Cohen tribute
night at the Nelson

Middle Peak Quarry with machinery. Photo by Rob Rawlinson

Sunday 7th May
Millennium Garden
Maintenance: 2-4pm.

KNIT & NATTER
Knit and Natter is a friendly group who meet in The Nelson every Monday from 13pm. We warmly welcome newcomers.
If you enjoy knitting, if you’d like to improve or if you’d like to learn - come and join
us. We can help with how-to’s, yarn, needles and patterns. All ages are welcome.
Cost is £1 per session to cover tea. Sometimes there is cake!
Pam Butler

Deadline for next edition: Friday 21st April
Please leave items at the Nelson or email mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk

Bin Days
Blue bin / green bin:
10th / 24th April
Grey bin:
3rd / 17th April

Middleton in Bloom 2017
Daffodils everywhere, birds singing
at 6 a.m. - it must be time to start
work on making Middleton look its
best to charm the judges of this
year's East Midlands in Bloom in
July.
Having had the honour to represent
the East Midlands in the 2016
Britain in Bloom finals, Middleton
hands that baton to someone else
this year, happy that our Silver-Gilt
medal was an excellent outcome.
Here's part of an email a few weeks
ago from Irene Bates, the EMiB
Secretary:
Best of luck with your Bloom
campaign this year. We were so
proud of you for an amazing result
at National Level last year!
Best wishes, Irene

an example of how the best
communities make them feel at
home on their visit. They remarked
that everyone they met around the
village and at lunch in the
Millennium Garden was enthusiastic
and were entering Bloom for the
right reasons - for the village, for
the fun of it - and doing it very well.
The Bloom judges assess
Environmental Responsibility,
Community Participation and
Horticultural Achievement. They
score on the basis of what they see
and what they read in our Portfolio,
which we are now updating for this
year. There are one or two
landscaping issues, particularly the
works at Rise End, but that should
be tidy by July. You may recall that
we missed a Gold award by only a
couple of points last year, so we
hope to cross the line this time!

At a seminar for new Britain in
Bloom entrants a few weeks ago in
Nottingham, our judges from last
summer mentioned Middleton as

We're grateful to everyone who
helps in a variety of ways: displaying
outstanding private gardens;

Church News

obviously Brazilian, not a Jew and
certainly not an Englishman!

Bring your pets to church…

One of the pictures showed Jesus
looking very English in a white
nightie surrounded by little
creatures who could have come
straight out of a Beatrix Potter,
“Peter Rabbit” book. Though such a
picture might once have appealed
to Victorian sensibilities, surely it
seems inappropriate in our day?

I recently showed some of the Year
10 students at Anthony Gell a series
of pictures of Jesus from around
the world. Each of them depicted
him in a way specific to the culture
from which it originated. A
Japanese pen drawing of Jesus
riding on a donkey into Jerusalem
showed him as a Japanese man
surrounded by figures that could
have come off a piece of Japanese
porcelain plate. An African Jesus,
celebrating the Last Supper with his
disciples was, naturally, a black man
holding aloft a gourd of wine
surrounded by people who looked
like him. A Brazilian sculpture of
Jesus hanging on the cross showed
a man in horrific pain; someone

There is, however, one Christian
character who lived in the 12th
Century who has long been
associated with animals, and that is
St Francis. In one story of his life we
hear of him preaching to the birds.
In another how he tamed a wolf
that had been terrorising the town
of Gubbio not far from Assisi where
he grew up.

watering plant containers;
cultivating the Millennium Garden,
the Green, verges and all sorts of
nooks and corners; litter-picking
and tidying; artwork and displays;
catering; the Music Extravaganza in
August, and sponsorship. Over the
last few years we've received
generous donations which help us
to buy plants, containers, compost
and so on. If you can help with any
of these, please contact Hilary
Casey, Rob or Ann Stamper or
myself. We have a regular work
group at the Millennium Garden on
the 1st and 3rd Sunday afternoons
of the month; no experience
needed - tools provided.
Enjoy the summer, enjoy your
gardens and plants (have a go at
something new this year!) and we'll
look forward to the village looking
amazing once again for Open
Gardens and the Bloom.
Mike Coveney
Chair of the Bloom

St Francis is something of a patron
saints of animals, and it’s in this
Franciscan spirit that we will be
holding a Pet’s Service at Holy
Trinity Church on Sunday 30th April
at 3pm. Bring your pets to church
and we will give thanks to God for
the joy and companionship, loyalty
and fun that they bring to us. The
more diverse a group we have the
better. When I’ve done this in
another place in the past I’ve had
everything from a stick insect to a
donkey. Don’t worry about the
noise! I’m sure that together we
will sing really well.
I hope that you can come. Just turn
up..
With every good wish
Canon David Truby

A Plea from the Middleton Litter Picking Team

After the Litter Pick
by Catherine A Housley
Did you enjoy your Stella Artois
As you walked back up the hill?
If it wasn't for us litterpickers
your bottles would be there still

Do you own a Holiday cottage and need help with
the cleaning or maintenance? We specialise in
cleaning Holiday Lets to a very high standard and can
offer one off/regular or spring cleaning with optional
gardening or laundry services.
We are based in Middleton and also provide
personal home cleaning and a gardening service
Contact Laura 07702492587 for more details

Did you enjoy the challenge
Of throwing them into the trees
For me to scramble up the bank?
Now I've aching hips and knees
Did you enjoy the freedom
Of leaving your rubbish behind?
A blot upon our landscape
Do you think we do not mind?
A Letter
Did you enjoy walking up the hill
Leaving your bottles and cans?
Causing us to give up our spare time
Even when we'd got other plans?
Did you enjoy your crisps
As you walked up the hill from school?
We picked up dozens of packets,
And, really, it’s just not cool
Who lost the pink frilly panties?
And what did they enjoy?
Was it the crisp eating youngster
Or the Stella Artois boy?
Did you enjoy your walk up the hill
All peaceful and serene
Just think before you litter it
And keep our village clean.
Please.

Middleton Environment Group One Question Quiz
A cowboy rode into town on Friday, stayed three days,
and rode out again on Friday.
How did he do that?
Answer in next month’s Pump

Everyone is cordially invited to the grand switch-on
of the Rise End illuminations on a date to be
decided.
You will also witness the awful destruction of a very
attractive part of a conservation area of the Peak
District countryside. Amen.
W Jackson.

Give or Take 2017
Several members of Middleton Environment group
helped with the annual ‘Give or Take‘ at
Wirksworth’s Wellspring church on 4th March. The
event was a huge success as many people brought
things and lots of items were taken away. There
was a large variety of things to choose from
including furniture, linen, clothing, electrical goods,
pottery, toys, games and bric-a-brac and everything
was free. What a fantastic way of recycling
unwanted items. We have decided to support them
again next year and we will advertise it in the Village
Pump.
Wanted: co-editor for Village Pump.
Please email mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk
for details.

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr Sandy Clark
Cllr Dawn Greatorex
Cllr Rob Rawlinson
Cllr John Sedgwick
Cllr Debbie Skellern
Cllr Peter Slack
Cllr Dr Peter Stanley
Cllr Olwen Wilson
Parish Clerk: John Rowe

Tel
01629 822 372
01629 826 647
01629 824 655
01629 822 601
07875 942 503
01629 823 359
01629 823 761
01629 822701
07717 137526

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
irene.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

MP for Derbyshire Dales
RT. HON. PATRICK McLOUGHLIN
Member of Parliament
You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk
Regular advice bureaux
Call for details 01629 57205.
Working for Derbyshire Dales

823023
823023

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, Logs,
Kindling & Firelighters

823359
Quality fuels at unbeatable value

Signal Fuels
COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

823023

Village Hall
For bookings contact Linda
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk

01773 747027
07974 434447
07970 215726
Approved coal merchants
Our reputation is glowing

822511
PJB Projects
Groundwork and Construction

Post Office Opening Times
At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364

Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths,

Monday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-12pm

extensions, garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing & stonewalling
15 years experience.

Parish Council Meetings
Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.30pm in the Committee Room of the Village Hall.
Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings and to raise concerns or make
representations to the Council during the Public Participation section of the meeting.

Fully Qualified and Insured.
Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price
07977 240223

Police
Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
PCSO 4413 Sue Lester suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk
Village Pump Editors
Lucy Peacock

820831

All views expressed are the contributor’s own and unless expressly stated are not necessarily
the view of the Village Pump. We reserve the right to edit or omit contributions.

Free Range Eggs

Paws on Paths

Free range eggs £2.00 per
dozen. Can deliver in the
village.

Dog walking services
Middleton Enhanced CRB,
specially adapted vehicle
Tel. Michael Kitching
07982806741

Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219
Finest Grimsby Fish
Suppliers of all Seafood
Cod
Trout Haddock
Crab
Plaice
Lobster
Salmon Cockles Prawns Whelks

We Do It All
Delivering in your area every Thursday
Call Lee on 07984624544
Email leecockerill@outlook.com

07580 457426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk
Gas Safe Registered - 551336

Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons
Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar,
Piano / keyboard.

Green Deal approved
installers of
cavity wall
and loft insulation

Enhanced DBS. All ages welcome,
beginners or improvers.
Competitive rates and discounted bundles
available. NEW Music Academy at the
Nelson. Friday pm/eve slots currently
available.

01629 824595
07802 845223
www.dsinsulations.co.uk

Tel: 07855812753 or
email ellenfostermusic@gmail.com

