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Middleton Choir Needs You
If you are a soprano, alto, tenor or bass singer interested in singing with an
enthusiastic local choir then you would be welcome to join us.

No.436
Dates
Friday 24th February
Quiz at the Sun

We meet 8-9.15pm on Tuesdays (not every week) at the Nelson in Middleton, and it
isn’t a problem if you have to miss practice sometimes.

Wednesday 15th February
Folk Jam at the Nelson

We will be there on the following Tuesdays: 14th February, 28th February, 7th
March, 14th March, 28th March, 4th April, 25th April, and Thursday 4th May.

Friday 24th February
Quiz at the Sun

We are working towards a performance in the Village Hall on Friday 5 th May 2017.
(You are welcome to come along and join the fun even if you can’t make this
performance.) Music may include songs from the Beatles and Les Miserables, The
A train, The Way You Look Tonight, God Only Knows and others

Every Thursday at the
Nelson: Art Pub. #8 per
session. 7.30-9.30pm

No audition is necessary but enthusiasm and good humour are essential. We are very
fortunate in having a skilled and experienced musical director and accompanist.
A small subscription (£2.50) per session is requested to cover expenses.
Need more details? Contact Annie on annie.neslon@btinternet.com or 0790970753

Bin Days
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Blue bin / green bin:
13th Feb
27th Feb

Gardening Club 2017

Grey bin:

The Nelson Arms, 1st Tuesday of the month.
Next meeting:- 7th February, 7.30 - 9.00pm- ish. Question and answer session
along with plant,seed , seedling and idea swap.

6th Feb
20th Feb

7th of March "The Healing power of gardens" by Jo Dyer. The Nelson Arms 7.30pm.
We are an informal gathering of people interested in all aspects of gardening.
Currently we are planning visits, speakers, etc for this year.
We welcome anybody new, hopefully people from Hopton Rise will join us this year.
There is no formal membership or committee, just £2.00 per session per person
towards costs, only payable if attending. Just turn up, we often have plant, seed and
idea swaps.
Open gardens for 2017 will be 10th, 11th June. It would be great to have some new
gardens, regardless of what stage they are at! Please contact the Environment group
if you would like to open your garden.

Deadline for next edition: Monday 23rd January
Please leave items at the Nelson or email mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk

Post Office
Opening Times
At the Nelson Arms.
Tel 01629 733520
07770 662364
Monday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-12pm

Church News
Learning from each other
At the beginning of February I’ll
be heading off to India for ten days
with most of the curates from the
Diocese of Derby. It’s a group of
twenty four people, and it’s taken
some organising! It’s quite a big
investment in the future of those
people who are currently still in
training as clergy, even though
they are already working in
parishes. As part of their leadership
training, the Bishop of Derby
wants them to have some insight
into the work of the World Church,
and as the Wirksworth Team
already has links with the Diocese
of Durgapur in West Bengal, then
there’s a chance to make it happen.
People often assume that the
developing countries have so much
to learn from us, but the truth is
that we can be taught a great deal
ourselves through reflecting on the
experience of a church which is
very much in the minority in a
country of a billion people. Though

Christians make up just over 2% of
the population, that’s twenty
million Christians in India!
While we are there we will be
visiting an Anti Human Trafficking
Project which is being run by the
Diocese of Durgapur. It’s virtually
on the border with Bangladesh, and
many young women and children
are trafficked across the border
either for the sex industry or as
bonded labourers, living in slave
conditions. The church runs a safe
house for people who have escaped
from such a dreadful way of life.
Another part of our visit will take
us to a hospital in a deeply rural
part of the Diocese. Established by
a Methodist Missionary in the
1920’s, the hospital provides
medical care for tribal people who
have very little money to pay for
treatment in private hospitals. Care
is subsidised by the Church which
has also established a nursing
school adjacent to the hospital.

These will be the just a couple of
highlights of our trip, and we will
be hot on the heels of a group of
teachers from Derbyshire who are
working in Calcutta (Kolkata)
providing training for teachers.
Such a vibrant relationship with a
church in another part of the world
reminds us both of the world wide
fellowship of Christian people, and
the fact that the Church can make
such a difference in the lives of
people in need. The Wirksworth
Team supports the Diocese of
Durgapur through its giving to that
church, and I would ask that you
remember us in your thoughts and
prayers as we take a little bit of
Derbyshire with us to India during
this next month.

With my best wishes
Canon David Truby (Rector,
Wirksworth Team Ministry)

Middleton Ladies’ Group
We began the New Year with a
very Social Evening. due to a
bereavement our speaker was
unable to come, and we had to
reschedule our Programme.
We moved all the tables together
and set out some nibbles, and
decorated a calico bag with our
own " original design". The cry
went up, by quite a few "I'M NOT
ARTISTIC'
however, as the chatter got louder
and the laughter longer we soon
discovered that there was most
certainly artistic talent in our
Group, and everyone was

delighted by what they had
achieved.
In February we will be doing "Keep
Fit" with Steph, we are hoping she
will be gentle with us.
Further interesting meets this year
will include a PJ and Teddy night in
March, Making Hot Cross Buns in
April, a talk by Andy Pollock in May
and an outing and meal ,plus a
walk on the wildside in
June.Anyone wishing to join our
Group would be most welcome.
Pam Jones

Finest Grimsby Fish
Suppliers of all Seafood

Cod
Haddock
Plaice
Salmon
Prawns

Trout
Crab
Lobster
Cockles
Whelks etc.

We Do It All
Delivering in your area every
Thursday morning

Call Lee on 07984624544
Email leecockerill@outlook.com

Weather December 2016: Dry & Mild
Although not as mild as last year’s record breaker
it was still the 4th warmest December in the last
55 years; the warmer ones were in 1974; 1988 and
2015.

Diff’
from, or
% of,
average

Date

Mean maximum’ temp

7.4c

+2.2c

Rainfall was well below average and it was the
third driest December in the last 50 years and the
driest since 2010. The wettest day of the month
produced only 7.1 mm of rain, equalling the record
for the smallest amount of rain on the wettest day
in December, in 1984.

Mean minimum temp

3.2c

+2.0c

Highest maximum

11.9c

23rd

Lowest minimum

-0.5c

30th

Total Rainfall

49.3mm

The first half of the month was very dull with just
6.9 hrs of sunshine in the first 16 days. The second
half was much sunnier and the total for the month
ended up just a little below average.

Wettest Day

7.1 mm

Days with rain

19

Total Sunshine

36.5 hrs

Sunniest Day

4.7 hrs

Days with no sunshine

13

There was no sleet or snow recorded during the
month, the first completely snow-less December in
the last 55 years. Prior to this the Decembers of
1987 and 2006 came closest to being snow-less
with just one day each with sleet.

43%
7th

93%
29th

It was the least windy December since 2010 and the highest gust of 54 mph was the lowest since 2003.
2016 was another warmer than average year but there have been 8 years equally warm, or warmer, since 2000. The
first half of the year was wet but the second half was dry and the total rainfall for the year, 1044 mm, was a little
below the 30 year average; it was the driest year since 2013. The sunshine total of 1155 hrs was exactly average and
it was also the sunniest year since 2013.
Dave Evans

CINEMA MIDDLETON
Middleton Environment Group supports
Transition Wirksworth's 7th

A chance to bring any unwanted items to be re-homed, and/or
browse through and take away any items you can re-use.
Saturday 4th March 2017
9am to 12.30pm
at
Wellspring Church, Wirksworth
Refreshments Available
You may drop items off from 8.30am. Only safe and useable items
please (sorry: no CRT TVs or monitors)
Middleton - Call Linda on 824655 or Ann and Rob on 258471 if
you need help to take items down to Wirksworth.

Discussions are afoot about a proposal to
get the Village Hall equipped with film
projection kit.
Our hall is particularly suitable - having
good facilities and a high ceiling, which
allows for a big screen, which means a film
show can be a big community event!
Early days - but if you would like to keep
posted, email jacob@owdman.co.uk or
talk to Jane in the Nelson.
Some more details here:
http://www.owdman.co.uk/cinemamiddle
ton which I will update with progress
reports.
Jacob Butler

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr Sandy Clark
Cllr Dawn Greatorex
Cllr Rob Rawlinson
Cllr John Sedgwick
Cllr Debbie Skellern
Cllr Peter Slack
Cllr Dr Peter Stanley
Parish Clerk: John Rowe

Tel
01629 822 372
01629 826 647
01629 824 655
01629 822 601
07875 942 503
01629 823 359
01629 823 761
07717 137526

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
irene.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

823023
823023
823359

MP for Derbyshire Dales
RT. HON. PATRICK McLOUGHLIN
Member of Parliament
You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk
Regular advice bureaux
Call for details 020 7219 3511
Working for Derbyshire Dales

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, Logs,
Kindling & Firelighters
Quality fuels at unbeatable value

Signal Fuels

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

823023

Village Hall
For bookings contact Linda
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk

822511

01773 747027
07974 434447
07970 215726
Approved coal merchants
Our reputation is glowing
PJB Projects

Post Office Opening Times
At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364

Groundwork and Construction

Monday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-12pm

Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths,
extensions, garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing & stonewalling

Parish Council Meetings
Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.30pm in the Committee Room of the Village Hall.
Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings and to raise concerns or make
representations to the Council during the Public Participation section of the meeting.

15 years experience.
Fully Qualified and Insured.
Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price
07977 240223

Police
Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
PCSO 4413 Sue Lester suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk
Village Pump Editors
Lucy Peacock

820831

All views expressed are the contributor’s own and unless expressly stated are not necessarily
the view of the Village Pump. We reserve the right to edit or omit contributions.

Free Range Eggs

Paws on Paths

Free range eggs £2.00 per
dozen. Can deliver in the
village.

Dog walking services
Middleton Enhanced CRB,
specially adapted vehicle
Tel. Michael Kitching
07982806741

Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219

Ellen Foster ATCL Music Lessons

CAROL

Singing, Recorder, Cello, Bass Guitar,
Piano / keyboard.

MOBILE
HAIRDRESSER

Over 25 years’ experience using
traditional and modern styling
techniques, using a wide range of quality
products. Please call for an appointment
01629 823276 / 07817 778630

07580 457426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk
Gas Safe Registered - 551336

Green Deal approved
installers of
cavity wall
and loft insulation

Enhanced DBS. All ages welcome,
beginners or improvers.
Competitive rates and discounted bundles
available. NEW Music Academy at the
Nelson. Friday pm/eve slots currently
available.

01629 824595
07802 845223
www.dsinsulations.co.uk

Tel: 07855812753 or
email ellenfostermusic@gmail.com

