Middleton Village Newsletter

VILLAGE PUMP
November 2016

No.433
Dates
Sun 6th & Sun 20th Nov
Millennium Garden
maintenance: 2-4pm
all welcome

Middleton Christmas Lights
Switch-On
Starts at 6.15 pm on Friday 25

Friday 11th Nov
Quiz at the Sun
Weds. 16th Nov
Folk Jam at the Nelson

th

November

BM&W Band, Children’s Entertainment, Mince pies, Mulled
Wine and a visit from Santa!
The Annual Christmas Draw will take place in the Nelson
st

Arms (1 prize 3 nights for 2 people in a luxury cottage)
Lights will be switched on by Amanda and Paul of Willow Direct
who have generously sponsored new lights and displays for the
event.

Thursday 17th Nov
7.30p.m Bingo at the Nelson
Saturday 19th Nov
Live at the Nelson: Mick
Ford Band
Friday 25 th Nov
Christmas Lights switch-on!
(see left).
Quiz at the Sun 9pm
Sat. 3rd Dec
Live at the Nelson: Esther
Swift supported by Robyn
Johnson. £8 adv / £10
Weds 7th Dec 8.30p.m
Graham Middlewood's
comedy night at the Nelson

Wirksworth Leisure Centre
As previously reported, DDDC are considering handing over the running of
Wirksworth Leisure Centre to another organisation as part of cost-cutting
measures. The final report is due to be considered by councillors at a meeting
on 24th November, at which members of Wirksworth and District Sports
Group plan to be present. For further details please contact a member of the
sports group, or Village Pump editor Lucy Peacock.

Deadline for next edition: Friday 25th November
Please leave items at the Nelson or email mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk

Bin Days
Blue bin / green bin:
7th & 21st Nov
Grey bin:
14th & 28th Nov

September 2016 Warm and quite dry

Mean max temp

17.8c

Diff
from or
% of
average
+2.3c

Mean min temp

10.9c

+1.6c

Highest max

25.9c

13th

Lowest min

6.6c

30th

Total Rainfall

52.9 mm

Wettest Day

10.8 mm

Days with rain

17

Total Sunshine

92.4 hrs

Sunniest Day

9.0 hrs

Days with no sunshine

3

Date

62%
3rd
86%
18th

The first half of September was warm, dry and
quite sunny and even though the second half was
cloudier and cooler it was still the third warmest
September in the last 50 years; the warmer ones
were in 1999 and 2006. The 13th was the hottest
September day locally since 1919 and the
minimum temperature of 16.6c on the 7th was the
highest on record in September.
It was the 4th consecutive drier than normal
September despite the fact that rain fell on 17 days,
3 more than average for the month. The rainfall
total for the first 9 months of 2016 stands at 857.5
mm, 116% of average and 191 mm more than at
the same time last year.
Although no gales were recorded it was the
windiest September since 2012 and the highest
gust recorded on the moor was 53 mph on the 29th.

Middleton Ladies group
It's unbelievable that yet another year has passed. It is October and our A.G.M. with much to discuss.
Sadly Olwyn has resigned from the committee due to her very busy life and frequent visits abroad to see
her family, but we take this opportunity to thank her for her time over the years, her smiley face and great
input. We now welcome Christine Gilmore onto the committee.
Our first meeting was very busy compiling the programme for 2017, and despite the fact that there was a
great deal of laughter and the odd glass of grape juice I am happy to tell you that we have some terrific
evenings planned including one or two things we have never tried before.
Just a flavour, we will be making hot cross buns with Steve..... keep fit with Steph.... picnic in the
park....P.J. and Teddy night....a talk on Derbyshire dialect with Andy Pollock and flower arranging for
Christmas, and much more. The completed programme will be confirmed for the November meeting.
November, we welcome "Ignite" a close harmony group of former Dale Diva Ladies, who will be
entertaining us in their own particular way. We have decided to make this an open meeting, so if you
would like to come as a visitor you will be most welcome to join us for the evening at a cost of £2.50.
I know there are some new ladies in the village, so please come along and enjoy a fantastic night and
hopefully meet some new friends, don't be shy. Please arrive at 7.30p.m at the Congregational Chapel at
the top of Chapel Lane.
Pam Jones

We were pleased to receive an email from a Hopton Rise resident who told us that,
“I just had to email to say a big thank you for producing the Village Pump. I moved into the new houses
at Hopton Rise in the summer and received a copy almost immediately after we moved in and every
month since. It’s great to receive it and find out what is going on in the Middleton.”
We would like to take this opportunity to welcome the new villagers at Hopton Rise and we would be
glad to publish any contribution to the Pump that you wish to submit.
The Editors

Holy Trinity Church Middleton
For me, November is the month
where everything changes. The
autumn is well on, and the cold
frosts of early winter often greet
us in the morning. I have a
birthday early in the month; a
reminder of the passage of time
and how I’m changing as time
goes on. All Souls, the time when
the church remembers the
departed, is marked with
memorial services when people
come to reflect upon their loss
and shed tears for one
remembered
with
love.
Remembrance Sunday is the day
of national remembrance and a
reminder of how conflict has
shaped and changed our nation
over the years. It’s on 13th
November at 3pm, and everyone
is welcome to join us.
As the month goes on, then there
is a change of mood, from the
sober, sombre days early in the
month of reflection to a gathering
Middleton Yoga – class update
Friday evening relaxation yoga:
a gentle warm up, then a slow
and calming practice and ending
with a lovely long and nurturing
relaxation. A perfect way to ease
into the weekend after the
stresses of the week.
Dates: Fridays 11 Nov, 2 Dec
6.30 – 7.45pm, Village Hall
Cost: £8 per class
Please contact me to reserve a
space, or to be informed about
other classes and events (Tues &
Thurs classes are currently full)
Nicky Mumford Yoga
nickymumfordyoga@gmail.com

01629 823200

pace towards Christmas. Shops
are filled with “stuff” for us to
buy, and lights that invite us in on
the dark days of the new winter.
In church, the end of the month
marks the beginning of Advent, a
time of preparation for the
celebration of a Saviour’s birth,
when the service starts in
darkness and gradually the
church is lit by candle light,
passed
amongst
the
congregation.
No matter what the time of the
year, there is always something
to look forward to; something to
plan for; the next thing on the
agenda. At least, it may be so for
most people, but as the nights get
darker and longer there are many
who fear the winter, not just
because of the cold, but the long
days of darkness and the sense of
isolation, for who wants to go out
“on a day like this?”

Amidst
the
busyness
of
Christmas preparations and the
desire to get back to the fire,
please spare a thought for that
person who is on their own or
isolated in some way. A kind
thought or gesture, or even a call
to make sure that they are “OK”
is worth its weight in gold—
perhaps the best sort of present
we can give to anyone in the dark
days of winter.
At least, however, the grass
won’t need cutting, which is a
way of me getting around to
saying a big thank you to the
invisible gardeners who have
done such a brilliant job in
keeping the borders along the
church path looking colourful
and tidy through the summer.
It’s a small act of community
service
which
is
much
appreciated.
With every good wish
Canon David Truby

Middleton-by-Wirksworth Housing Need Survey
Middleton-by-Wirksworth Housing Need Survey is NOW on line
at www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/MbyW
Look out for the promotional postcard delivered with this edition
of the 'Village Pump'.
We're calling on local residents to tell us about their housing
issues through this survey. We are particularly keen to hear from
young people interested in setting up a home for the first time,
families needing a bigger home, people struggling in high cost
rented homes and older people who may have a need to downsize.
If you need help completing the survey, please ring Isabel
Frenzel, the District Council's Rural Housing Enabler, on 01629
76125601629 761256. The deadline for completing the survey is
MONDAY 5 DECEMBER 2016. The more forms completed,
the better we can plan ahead for housing need!
Isabel Frenzel
Rural Housing Enabler, Derbyshire Dales District Council

Britain in Bloom - UK Finals
Edgbaston Stadium was the venue for the 2016 Britain in Bloom awards evening on 15 October. Chris Beardshaw
(eminent garden designer and TV presenter) and Martin Hughes-Games (usually seen up to his knees in muddy water
on BBC Springwatch) were the guest speakers, following the welcome speeches from the Lord Mayor of Birmingham
and Sir Nicholas Bacon, President of the Royal Horticultural Society.
About 70 Bloom groups represented villages, towns and cities from all regions of the UK. At these events we share
experiences and ideas with other Bloom groups, and see loads of enthusiasm for the aim of the Bloom - to look after
and celebrate where we live. So we were delighted that Middleton followed up our East Midlands in Bloom success
with an excellent National Silver Gilt Award.
The judges' comments on Middleton in the three assessment sections were very positive:
Horticultural Achievement:
Silver Gilt
Highlights: private gardens and floral displays, Main Street, the Village Green, Millennium Garden, the School
Garden, Duke Fields. (I think we were pretty close to a Gold.)
Environmental Responsibility:
Silver Gilt
Highlights: tidiness of the village, composting, Derbyshire Wildlife Trust development, interpretation of industrial
heritage, the willow bikes and other artwork.
Community Participation:
Gold
Highlights: Open Gardens weekend, children's involvement, 'social gardening at its best' and comprehensive
information in the judges' portfolio.
The judges gave us a number of pointers for development, which we're starting to look at now, so tell us if you also
have ideas that the Bloom could take on board. Neither of the judges (one of whom was the senior national Bloom
judge) knew of Middleton before they visited, but they could clearly see what's been achieved in the last few years.
Best of all, they really enjoyed their day!
We intend to enter East Midlands in Bloom again in 2017, with the help of everyone who's made it work so well and
given so much this year: the many enthusiastic village groups, sponsors, businesses, school, parish and district
council..... and gardeners. Thank you all and well done - you've made a huge difference.
Mike Coveney

Derbyshire Dales residents encouraged to boost security as the darker nights draw in
Residents across the Derbyshire Dales are being encouraged to think about their home and vehicle security as the darker nights
draw in. Over recent weeks police have received reports of valuables being stolen after thieves broke into a number of homes and
vehicles in the area.
To help crack down on the issue, the team will be working closely with roads policing officers to carry out patrols throughout the
days and nights, along with heading out on high visibility patrols on the more rural beats.
Safer Neighbourhood officers in Ashbourne, Bakewell, and Matlock will also be speaking to home owners and motorists about the
simple yet effective steps that they can take to prevent themselves from becoming a victim of crime. Sergeant Andy Wordsworth,
who oversees Safer Neighbourhood policing across the Derbyshire Dales, said: “Thieves are opportunists so we would like to
encourage homeowners to take a few moments to ensure that their properties are properly secure with the doors and windows
locked before leaving or going to bed, especially as the darker nights draw in.
“This message also relates to vehicles, sheds, garages and outbuildings. Ensure that they are properly locked, with valuables kept
out of view and property security marked where possible.
“Residents are our eyes and ears in the community so I would ask everyone to remain vigilant and to report any suspicious
activity to us so that we can protect yours and your neighbour’s properties from being targeted by thieves.”
Residents can now pick up discounted crime prevention products at locations in Ashbourne, Bakewell and Matlock as part of
Operation Illuminate. This includes the Derbyshire Dales District Council office on Bank Road, Matlock, Arc Leisure Matlock on
Bakewell Road, Bakewell Swimming Pool and the Ashbourne News Telegraph reception.
To speak to your local Safer Neighbourhood team call 101, the non-emergency number for Derbyshire police. You can also send
the team a message online using the Contact Us section of our website: www.derbyshire.police.uk/Contact-Us

Derbyshire Wildlife Trust

Christmas Bazaar
Join us for a spectacular Christmas Bazaar
on Saturday 26th November. Stalls of Christmas
goodies, wreath making, mulled wine, mince pies
and plenty of socialising. Be sure to bring your Santa
hat!
Free entry, wreath making is £5, £10 to book a sales
table if a community group, £30 if business.
The event runs from 10.30am-3.30pm. To book a
table, call 01773 881188.
Claire Hanley-Opik (Mon – Wed)
Ben Fearn (Wed – Fri)
Marketing Officer
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust
01773 881188 www.derbyshirewildlifetrust.org.uk

For Sale – BMX Bike
Pilgrim Protégé, gloss black with blue detailing
20” wheels
Frame is 10” hi-ten with 20.25” top tube
Lightweight, good bike in excellent condition:
£100 ono
Tel: Suzanne 01629 824126

Finest Grimsby Fish
Suppliers of all Seafood

Cod
Haddock
Plaice
Salmon
Prawns

Trout
Crab
Lobster
Cockles
Whelks etc.

Beef for sale!
We are pleased to offer our Highland beef
boxes. Our Highlands help us manage
Derbyshire's habitats for wildlife. Highland
beef is outstanding for its flavour, tenderness
and fine texture, without much outer fat but
well marbled for succulence.
Previously we had only sold 20kg boxes but
now, thanks to working with a local farm
shop, we can offer a wider range of boxes to
suit all tastes.
To order yours today call 01773 881188

Lucy and family wish to thank
everybody for the donations and raffle
prizes for the cake sale in memory of
Fkyn Max. A grand total of £1366 will
go to the Lullaby Trust

To Parents of Middleton Children
This Halloween, 27 children called at our
house, which must be a record! The
children all had brilliant costumes and each
child was polite and said thank you.
We would just like to say well done to the
children of Middleton, and to their parents
for bringing them up with such good
manners.

We Do It All
Delivering in your area every Thursday morning
Call Lee on 07984624544
Email leecockerill@outlook.com

Judith and Laurence Benthal
Duke Street

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr Sandy Clark
Cllr Dawn Greatorex
Cllr Rob Rawlinson
Cllr John Sedgwick
Cllr Debbie Skellern
Cllr Peter Slack
Cllr Dr Peter Stanley
Parish Clerk: John Rowe

Tel
01629 822 372
01629 826 647
01629 824 655
01629 822 601
07875 942 503
01629 823 359
01629 823 761
07717 137526

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
irene.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

823023
823023
823359

MP for Derbyshire Dales
RT. HON. PATRICK McLOUGHLIN
Member of Parliament
You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk
Regular advice bureaux
Call for details 020 7219 3511
Working for Derbyshire Dales

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, Logs,
Kindling & Firelighters
Quality fuels at unbeatable value

Signal Fuels

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

823023

Village Hall
For bookings contact Linda
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk

822511

01773 747027
07974 434447
07970 215726
Approved coal merchants
Our reputation is glowing
PJB Projects

Post Office Opening Times
At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364

Groundwork and Construction

Monday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-12pm

Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths,
extensions, garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing & stonewalling

Parish Council Meetings
Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.30pm in the Committee Room of the Village Hall.
Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings and to raise concerns or make
representations to the Council during the Public Participation section of the meeting.

15 years experience.
Fully Qualified and Insured.
Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price
07977 240223

Police
Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
PCSO 4413 Sue Lester suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk
Village Pump Editors
David Casey
Lucy Peacock

M J Petts
Plumbing & Heating
820076
820831

All views expressed are the contributor’s own and unless expressly stated are not necessarily
the view of the Village Pump. We reserve the right to edit or omit contributions.

Free Range Eggs

Paws on Paths

Free range eggs £2.00 per
dozen. Can deliver in the
village.

Dog walking services
Middleton Enhanced CRB,
specially adapted vehicle
Tel. Michael Kitching
07982806741

Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219

CAROL

Service

Repair

07580 457426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk
Gas Safe Registered - 551336

Advertise here

MOBILE
HAIRDRESSER

Over 25 years’ experience using
traditional and modern styling
techniques, using a wide range of quality
products. Please call for an appointment
01629 823276 / 07817 778630

Installation

Green Deal approved
installers of
cavity wall
and loft insulation
01629 824595
07802 845223
www.dsinsulations.co.uk

£2.50 per issue
£25 per year
See contact details on
front page

