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Dates
Middleton in Bloom invites you to

Celebrate Middleton 2016
Our Britain in Bloom’ results will be known on the 14th October.
Regardless of the result we think you have all made Middleton
GREAT this year.
To celebrate your achievements we invite you to a
Bring and Share Evening

Saturday 8th October
Live at the Nelson: Ellen
Foster
Thursday 13th October
Bingo at the Nelson. 7pm
Friday 14th October
Quiz at the Sun 9pm
Wednesday 19th October
Folk jam at the Nelson
Saturday 22nd October
Village Celebration: see left

6 to 9 pm Saturday 22 October 2016 in the Village Hall.
We will provide teas and coffee, you bring food and drink to share if you
like. Children are very welcome
We will have slides and films of the village events over the year, the results
of Britain on Bloom and East Midlands in Bloom, exciting plans for 2017
and much more.
So, whether you are a Bloom sponsor, an Open Garden Gardener, a
Willow Bike Artist, a Miniature Gardener, a Village Bike Rider, a
Produce Show Expert, a Bloom Volunteer, a Village Green Creator, a
School Gardener, a Knit and Natterer, a Musical Extravaganza’ist or
just a Proud Middletonian please come along and celebrate Middleton.

Friday 28th October
Quiz at the Sun

Bin Days
Blue bin / green bin:
10th, 24th October
Grey bin:
17th, 31st October

Post Office
Opening Times
At the Nelson Arms.
Tel 01629 733520
07770 662364

For more details call Ann or Rob on 01629 258471

Deadline for next edition: Friday 23rd Oct
Please leave items at the Nelson or email mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk

Monday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-12pm

August 2016 Fairly warm and sunny
Diff
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Date

Mean max temp

19.0c

+0.5c

Mean min temp

11.7c

+0.4c

Highest max

24.6c

23rd

Lowest min

7.7c

9th

Total Rainfall

78.8mm

Wettest Day

16.0mm

Days with rain

18

Total Sunshine

147.6
hrs

Sunniest Day

12.0 hrs

Days with no
sunshine

2

99%
19th

111%
16th

It was the warmest August since 2013. There was no really hot
weather but the temperature remained consistently above average
almost throughout the month. The coldest day of the month, the 19 th,
recorded a maximum of 15.4c, the highest on record for the coldest
day in August. The previous highest was 15.3c in 1997 and 2001.
It was the driest first half of August since 2003, with just 13mm of
rain up to the 16th, but the second half was much wetter and rainfall
ended up very close to average. The total rainfall for the first 8
months of 2016 stands at 804.6 mm, 123% of average.
It was the sunniest August since 2007 but this is more a reflection of
the dullness of recent Augusts rather than this one being notably
sunny as 2008, 2011, 2012 and 2015 all recorded less than 100
hours of sunshine. The year so far has recorded 901 hrs of sunshine,
16 hours more than at the same time last year.
No thunder was recorded in August for the first time since 1995. It
was the windiest August since 2010 and the highest gust recorded
on the moor was 46 mph on the 7th.
The summer of 2016 (June-August) was the warmest only since
2014 but the mean minimum temperature was the highest since
2006. It was the wettest and cloudiest summer since 2012 but there
was a month of warm, dry and fairly sunny weather from mid-July
to mid-August following a warm but wet, cloudy and thundery June.
The rainfall total was 290mm (125% of average) and there were 405
hrs of sunshine (94%) of average.

Middleton Yoga – additional class available
I was completely amazed, and I must admit rather overwhelmed, at the fantastic response to the advert for the
Thursday evening yoga class and would like to send apologies that I was unable to fit everyone in. It’s great to see that
wellbeing and relaxation are important to so many people in the village, even the additional Tuesday class is now full!
New class for relaxation
Friday evening relaxation focused classes. Starting with a gentle warm up, then a slow and calming practice and
ending with a lovely long and nurturing relaxation. A perfect way to ease the stresses of the week and set yourself up
for the weekend.
Dates: Fridays 21 October, 11 November, 2 December
Time: 6.30 – 7.45pm
Where: Middleton Village Hall
Cost: £8 per class
Places are limited so if you would like to come please contact me to reserve a space. These are one-off classes do
you can come to just one or all three if you like.
If you would like to be kept up to date with class availability and other yoga classes and events then please let me
know and I will add you to my list.
Nicky Mumford Yoga
Facebook: @nickymumfordyoga
Email: nickymumfordyoga@gmail.com
Phone: 01629 823200

Holy Trinity Church
Harvest—the word conjures up pictures of golden fields, hard working farm labourers bringing in the
sheaves of corn and rosy cheeked children eagerly presenting their baskets of fruit and “veg” to the Vicar at
the harvest festival. All of these images may be true, and we will have celebrated harvest in church right at
the start of October.
The danger, of course, with any harvest celebration, is that it doesn’t reflect the reality of the life that it
seeks to celebrate. Our images of harvest are stuck in the past.
Things have changed since those rose tinted ideas of bringing in the harvest were with us. I saw a tractor
churning up a field the other day. His harvest was already in and now he was preparing the ground for the
next batch of seed perhaps? He was on his own in a big machine. Previously there would have been armies
of workers bringing in the “sheaves”.
The reality is that, despite all that the farming community does to supply the needs of the country, there are
fewer and fewer people who are able to continue farming the land or tending their animals.
The reasons for this situation are as complicated and difficult to understand as the Common Agricultural
Policy (which may have something to do with the situation in the first place) will soon be replaced by
something else as BREXIT becomes clear. The armies of migrant workers in East Anglia and Lincolnshire
will be replaced by someone else; or not, which may lead to greater changes still within those areas of the
country.
The future harvest is uncertain for us, all the more reason why we should give God simple thanks for the
gifts of our food and the basics of life which are so easily taken for granted.
With every blessing Canon David Truby (Wirksworth Team Ministry)

Roll of Honour
Ann and Rob Stamper (jointly) have been accepted for the Roll of Honour.
They have both devoted many hours towards Middleton's entry into the East Midlands in Bloom and
Britain in Bloom competitions and have encouraged many more members of the community to become
involved. In addition they are both active members of the Environment Group which each year organises
the very successful Middleton Open Gardens event.
Ann runs the monthly Garden Club: she arranges for various gardening professionals to come along to
speak to the members and organises many gardening related activities. Both Ann and Rob have made a
big impact on the village since their arrival. They are always ready to give a helping hand where needed
and give up their time selflessly.

Middleton Produce Show
Middleton Produce Show on the 17th September was flooded with excellent produce - yet again!
Thanks to Paul for tinkling in the background (and also playing background music) , our excellent judges from
Belper, Pam for providing excellent table decorations as well as helping our children make some superb miniature
gardens, and numerous other helpers.
The Village hall team provided refreshments and the afternoon rounded off with many generous folk donating (and
on occasion buying back) a wide range of produce.
You raised over £275 from entries and the auction for use around the village: we already have some suggestions, if
you have any others, please get in touch.

District Councillor Report September 2016
The Derbyshire Dales Local Plan Pre Submission Draft Plan is now complete and can be viewed at Matlock Town Hall,
I can also let residents view my copies of the Draft Plan.
In regards to Wirkswoth and Middleton Settlement Boundary's there are few changers, with the Middle Peak Quarry
site now part of the draft allocation for housing with the number of dwelling going up to 645 from 220'
This now brings Wirksworth settlement boundary up to south of Middleton Settlement Boundary on the left hand side
of the Wirksworth -Middleton road near the High Peak Trail.
In Middleton the land East of Main Street, with access from new site at Rise End, has increased from 24 to 45 dwellings.
There is no increase from the Rise End development (Hopton Rise) along Porter Lane to Black Rocks Units and south
to the allocated land. The right hand side of Middleton road down to Old Lane will not be in the Middleton or Wirksworth
settlement boundary.
In line with other districts the Derbyshire Dales will be bringing in fixed penalty notices for fly tipping of £200 (reduced
to £120 if paid in 10days). The DDDC Environmental officers will be enforcing the fixed penalty notices.
After trials of the new Big Belly Street Bins which send a signal to the Town Hall when nearly full, it was found that
16 hours per month and 54 collections were saved as against 372 collections of the standard bins.
DDDC will tender for 16 bins that will be sited in town centres and busy areas like Matlock Bath.
Wirksworth Leisure Centre.
A few weeks ago the three ward members, Irene and Mike Radcliffe and Pete Slack, had a meeting with DDDC Leader
Cllr Lewis Rose, Dorcas Bronton Chief Executive, Deputy Leader Cllr Albert Catt and Ashley Watts Head of Leisure
Services to discuss the situation with the proposed transfer and options for the Leisure centre.
A committee of people with an interest in the Wirksworth Leisure Centre was set up 6 months ago as Trustees. They
and the people that attended the meeting at Anthony Gell School would like to see joint running of the leisure centre
with the DDDC and Trustees, not a complete transfer to Trustees as with the Swimming Pool. It was agree that the
consultants would look at this proposal and a meeting would take place between the consultants and Trustees. This
meeting took place on the 1st September but at this time it is confidential we have no information on the outcome of the
meeting. If we are informed about the contents of the meeting, and it is agree by DDDC that we can open it to public,
we will do so.
This on the agenda the November DDDC meeting.
Wirksworth St Mary's Church Railing: with the disappointment of not getting heritage grant there will smaller amount
of money (£48500) available from DDDC for the repair of the parts of the railing.
If you have any District Council matters please e mail or ring Irene, Mike Ratciffe or Pete Slack
Peter Slack
Correction
In Peter Slack’s thank you to residents for supporting his Charity Plant Stall in last month’s Pump we mistakenly said that the
donation to Wirksworth Swimming Pool was £50 not the £750 it actually was.
Apologies for any confusion The Editors

Middleton Environment Group
THANKS TO ALL for making this year’s Musical Extravaganza on the August Bank Holiday such a
great afternoon.
Special thanks are due to all the brilliant entertainers who gave their time, Alan and Jane for providing a
'plan B' for the rain later in the day, Frosty and others for providing raffle prizes and the legion of helpers
who made sure that all were fed and watered.
You raised £526 which will be used throughout the village over the next 12 months - we are buying
thousands of Spring Bulbs soon so if you would like to help us plant them just get in touch!.

Middleton Village Gardening days

The village has looked great this year thanks to all who have helped out. We will continue
to work over the winter both in the Millennium garden and many other areas around the
village.
If you can spare a couple of hours now and then you are VERY welcome to join us. No
experience is needed and advice and tools are provided.
We will meet on the FIRST and THIRD SUNDAY of each month from 2pm to 4pm in the
MILLENIUM GARDENS
If you are not able to ‘garden’ but have any ideas we can be found in the Millennium
Gardens on every working garden day and we would love to hear your ideas and
suggestions.

SUNDAYS IN 2016 SUNDAYS IN 2017
16 OCT
6 NOV
20 NOV
4 DEC
18 DEC

15 JAN
5 FEB
19 FEB
5 MAR
19 MAR
2 APRIL
16 APRIL
7 MAY

Hope to see you there, Middleton in Bloom Group
CALL 820076 OR 258471 FOR MORE DETAILS

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr Sandy Clark
Cllr Dawn Greatorex
Cllr Rob Rawlinson
Cllr John Sedgwick
Cllr Debbie Skellern
Cllr Peter Slack
Cllr Dr Peter Stanley
Parish Clerk: John Rowe

Tel
01629 822 372
01629 826 647
01629 824 655
01629 822 601
07875 942 503
01629 823 359
01629 823 761
07717 137526

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
irene.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

823023
823023
823359

MP for Derbyshire Dales
RT. HON. PATRICK McLOUGHLIN
Member of Parliament
You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk
Regular advice bureaux
Call for details 020 7219 3511
Working for Derbyshire Dales

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, Logs,
Kindling & Firelighters
Quality fuels at unbeatable value

Signal Fuels

COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

823023

Village Hall
For bookings contact Linda
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk

822511

01773 747027
07974 434447
07970 215726
Approved coal merchants
Our reputation is glowing
PJB Projects

Post Office Opening Times
At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364

Groundwork and Construction

Monday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-12pm

Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths,
extensions, garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing & stonewalling

Parish Council Meetings
Ordinary meetings will be held at 6.30pm in the Committee Room of the Village Hall.
Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings and to raise concerns or make
representations to the Council during the Public Participation section of the meeting.

15 years experience.
Fully Qualified and Insured.
Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price
07977 240223

Police
Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
PCSO 4413 Sue Lester suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk
Village Pump Editors
David Casey
Lucy Peacock

M J Petts
Plumbing & Heating
820076
820831

All views expressed are the contributor’s own and unless expressly stated are not necessarily
the view of the Village Pump. We reserve the right to edit or omit contributions.

Free Range Eggs

Paws on Paths

Free range eggs £2.00 per
dozen. Can deliver in the
village.

Dog walking services
Middleton Enhanced CRB,
specially adapted vehicle
Tel. Michael Kitching
07982806741

Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219

CAROL

Service

Repair

07580 457426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk
Gas Safe Registered - 551336

Advertise here

MOBILE
HAIRDRESSER

Over 25 years’ experience using
traditional and modern styling
techniques, using a wide range of quality
products. Please call for an appointment
01629 823276 / 07817 778630

Installation

Green Deal approved
installers of
cavity wall
and loft insulation
01629 824595
07802 845223
www.dsinsulations.co.uk

£2.50 per issue
£25 per year
See contact details on
front page

