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Middleton Environment Group and the Village Hall Committee
are pleased to announce

Middleton 2016 Produce Show & Fun family*
Auction
Saturday 17th September
Yet again we invite all to enjoy Middleton’s annual Produce Show.
The categories for this year are shown below so that you can get
growing, cooking, bottling jamming and a host of other’ ings’! (*don’t
worry if you don’t want to auction the family, just donate your
produce!).
We can assure you that the event will be uniquely ‘Middleton’ and is
open to all to enter and enjoy. Teas and refreshments will again be
available along with a fun family auction to round the day off.
Please bring all entries to the Village Hall between 9am and 11am on
the day (September 17th). You will be asked if you wish to donate your
entry to the auction.
The show will re-open for teas etc. after judging at 3 pm and the
auction will follow at around 3.45pm. Proceeds will go towards funds
for future village projects.
Please complete the entry form below and bring it on the day – or if
you forget, just turn up on the day with your ‘winning’ produce! Don’t
worry if you lose this entry form, we will have some copies on the day.
The fee is 50p per entry, up to a maximum of 10 entries, after which
they are free.
Children’s categories are free.
See inside for entry form

Deadline for next edition: Friday 28th July
Please leave items at the Nelson or email mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk

Sat 16th July
The Good Old Days
Music Hall extravaganza at
the Nelson
Sun. 17th July 2-4pm
Millennium Garden
Maintenance
Wednesday 19th July
Folk Jam at the Nelson
Sun 31st July 2-4pm
Millennium Garden
Maintenance
Wednesday 3rd August
Britain in Bloom judges
come to Middleton
Saturday 27th August
Middleton Summer
Extravaganza with local
bands, BBQ, table top
sales, tombola and more in
the Millennium Garden
from 1.00pm

Bin Days
Blue bin / green bin:
18th July
Grey bin:
11th July
25th July

May 2016 Warm and quite sunny
Diff
from or
% of
average

Date

Mean maximum’ temp

15.2c

+1.6c

Mean minimum temp

6.7c

+0.2c

Highest maximum

22.8c

8th

Lowest minimum

1.5c

1st

Total Rainfall

66.7mm

Wettest Day

20.3mm

Days with rain

12

Total Sunshine

166.7 hrs

Sunniest Day

12.7 hrs

Days with no sunshine

3

96%
10th

113%
4th

It was the warmest May since 2008 and the 9th
warmest in the last 40 years. Unusually the
warmest and sunniest weather occurred early in
the month and 22.8c on the 8th was the warmest
day in May since 2012 when 24.2cwas recorded
on the 24th.
Rainfall was close to average but, coming after
three consecutive wet Mays, it was the driest May
since 2012. The rainfall total for the first 5
months of the year stands at 514.4 mm, which is
93 mm more than at the same time last year and
is 122% of the average for the first five months.
Sunshine was above average and the first half of
the month was particularly sunny with 106 hrs
recorded in the first 16 days; overall it was the
sunniest May since 2012.
The mean wind speed was about average for May
and the highest gust recorded on the moor was 45
mph on the 31st.
The spring of 2016 (March-May) was the coldest
since 2013 despite a warm May. Rainfall was a
little above average with 257 mm recorded
(111%) but it was also sunnier than average with
380 hrs of sunshine (107%).

Middleton Ladies Group
We had a ‘Mystery Outing’ in June that finished up at Hassop Station where we found to our delight a
reserved room, a delightfully set table and our own wonderful waiters.
The menu was extensive for a small outlet and everything was delivered to our table piping hot plus
wonderfully presented (sounds a bit Masterchef) but equally true and we all tucked in.
Because we were all seated together the conversation flowed and there was much laughter so much so we
almost lost sense of time but not enough to prevent us enjoying some outstanding deserts too. We are
looking forward to June and a barbecue in the Millennium Garden, please don't forget to bring your own
drinks everything else is provided and we will be having a raffle.
In August, we will be having a Walk on the Wild Side, with Derbyshire Wildlife, if you would like to
bring a partner, friend or neighbour along they will be more than welcome. Following the walk there will
be supper in the Nelson.
Looking forward to seeing you soon, Pam Jones

Holy Trinity Church Middleton
Future?—What Future?
Just because something has been around for a long time doesn’t mean to say that it will be there forever, as we have
recently been discovering and reflecting upon the vote to leave the European Union. It’s worth thinking about this as
part of our conversations about the way village life is changing, not just in Middleton, but throughout the country. In
October I will be attending a major national conference entitled “Making it Happen,” a consultation which will be
examining the churches provision for ministry in rural areas
Holy Trinity Church is one of the buildings that helps to give Middleton its “sense of place.” For many years it has
provided a focal point not just as a building, but for particular celebrations in village life. It has witnessed the passing
of the seasons and the coming and goings of Middleton’s population. Many people, once familiar local characters are
buried in the churchyard.
There has been no lack of support for the maintenance of the building over the years. The new roof bears testament to
the generosity of village people who gave to enable the regular congregation to replace that which had been on since
the present church was built over one hundred and fifty years ago.
Our crisis, for we have one, is no one’s’ fault—it’s simply that we are running out of people! Fewer people now attend
on Sundays and in many villages there is a danger of the church becoming “redundant”, at least for regular worship.
I suspect our problems are part of a much bigger issue, not just in our local villages but throughout the country.
How can we sustain village life in the future? It’s too early to know just what is likely to happen now that we have
decided on the “Brexit” route. Whatever happens we will face some significant changes in our country in these next
few years, not least within rural areas where there are significant farming communities.
What sort of future can the countryside expect? How can we preserve and develop those things which are precious to
us? How we can keep the countryside open for business? Whatever happens, we all need to be a part of a sustainable
future for rural communities.
With best wishes Canon David Truby

Middleton in Bloom......
The judging for East Midlands in Bloom has now taken place and now things are hotting up....apart from the weather
that is...... for the judging day for the Britain in Bloom competition. The village is looking beautiful and the tubs and
baskets throughout are coming into their own.

The Middleton in Bloom group have been blown away by the fantastic financial support for the planting plans for
Middleton. We have already mentioned all who have donated to the group but would like to say once again a HUGE
thank you to you all including Slinters Mining Co. who were subject to a typo in the last Village Pump edition.

The Britain in Bloom judges will be around the village on Wednesday 3rd August and we hope you will all continue
to support the Bloom efforts.
Win or lose ....Middleton continues to be BLOOMING MARVELLOUS !

Middleton 2016 Produce Show & Fun family* Auction
Please complete this sheet and hand it in when you arrive
NAME -

TELEPHONE NO.

Vegetables

Tick

Eggs

1.

Tomatoes, 5 on a plate

21. 3 eggs on a plate – same type

2.

Potatoes, 5 single variety on a plate

22. 3 eggs on a plate – different types

3.

Potatoes, 5 mixed variety on a plate

Drinks – Home made

4. Onions, 3 on a plate

23. Liqueurs

5. Root vegetables, 3 on a plate

24. Beer

6. Brassicas

25. Cider

7. Plate of uncut salad vegetables

26. Non alcoholic

8. Courgettes, 3 on a plate

Preserves – Home made

9. Marrow, squash or pumpkin (1)

27. Jam

10. 5 Beans on a plate

28. Chutney

11. Most comical vegetable

29. Pickles

12. Collection of produce
Fruit
13. . Apples, 3 on a plate

Baking
30. Bread -1 homemade loaf -not a breadmaker.
31. 3 Teacakes – Homemade

15. Pears, 3 on a plate

32. 1 home-made cake containing one or more
vegetable
33. 3 scones on a plate – any variety

16. Berries, 10 on a plate

34. I homemade savoury pie or Quiche.

17. Most unusual fruit

35. I homemade sweet pie

14. Damsons/ Plums, 3 on a plate

Flowers

Children

18. Flowers in a vase (3)

36. Miniature garden

19. Flower arrangement on theme of
‘Middleton’
20. Display of mixed herbs

37. Vegetable character based on a film, game or
cartoon

Tick

Middleton Open Gardens
The 3rd Middleton Open Gardens weekend was again a great success, and even the weather played ball most
of the time and behaved itself until almost closing time on Sunday.
A record 39 gardens and quirky corners were open to visitors, many of whom had travelled quite some
distances and some, who were making this their second and even third visit to Middleton. They again
commented on how lovely the village looked, calling it a hidden gem, how much it has improved each year,
and on how welcome they were made to feel in each garden.
They were also impressed and surprised that our small village is a finalist in the national RHS competition
and wished us all the best for this.
Visitors number were down a little on last year, which is not entirely surprising, as some of the surrounding
villages had changed their dates at the last moment, resulting in stiff competition for those garden lovers.
However, the event did raise around £750, which will, again, be used to enhance our village environment.
One suggestion is to replace one or two of the decaying wooden benches in the village with non-perishable
ones that have been made from maintenance-free recycled materials. If you have any other suggestions how
the money might be used to improve our environment further, then either please contact one of the
committee members, or Ann Stamper, secretary, or come to our next meeting on Monday, August 1st at 8
o’clock in the Nelson.
The Environment Groups wants to thank all those intrepid gardeners and quirky corner owners for all the
effort they have made to make this such a successful event. There will be a ‘Bring and Share’ event later in
the year to celebrate this year’s success.

Epic Cycle Ride
Is this the furthest anyone has ridden for
a pint at The Nelson Arms?
Two of Middleton's finest set out on the
28th May on an epic cycle ride to get a pint.
Mark McDowell and Gavin Croll donned
their cycle suits and started pedalling from
Gretna Green with their destination of The
Nelson Arms firmly in focus. The pair
cycled continuously for nearly 200miles in
just over 14 hours burning up approximately
8,300 calories each. They arrived at The
Nelson around 11.00p.m where a pint ...or two...of Guinness waited for them.
If any of our other customers can beat or equal this magnificent achievement , Alan will happily
buy them a pint. Well done Gavin and Dougal!!

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr Ian Bailey
Cllr Sandy Clark
Cllr Dawn Greatorex
Cllr Rob Rawlinson
Cllr John Sedgwick
Cllr Debbie Skellern
Cllr Peter Slack
Cllr Dr Peter Stanley
Parish Clerk: John Rowe

Tel
01629 824 868
01629 822 372
01629 826 647
01629 824 655
01629 822 601
07875 942 503
01629 823 359
01629 823 761
07717 137526

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
irene.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

MP for Derbyshire Dales
RT. HON. PATRICK McLOUGHLIN
Member of Parliament
You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk
Regular advice bureaux
Call for details 020 7219 3511
Working for Derbyshire Dales

823023
823023

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, Logs,
Kindling & Firelighters

823359
Quality fuels at unbeatable value

Signal Fuels
COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

823023

Village Hall
For bookings contact Linda
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk

822511
PJB Projects
Groundwork and Construction

Post Office Opening Times
At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364

Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths,

Monday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-12pm

extensions, garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing & stonewalling
15 years experience.

Parish Council Meetings
Ordinary meetings will be held at 7.15pm in the Committee Room of the Village Hall.
Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings and to raise concerns or make
representations to the Council during the Public Participation section of the meeting.

Police

Fully Qualified and Insured.
Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price
07977 240223

M J Petts
Plumbing & Heating

Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
PCSO 4413 Sue Lester suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk
Village Pump Editors
David Casey
Lucy Peacock

01773 747027
07974 434447
07970 215726
Approved coal merchants
Our reputation is glowing

820076
820831

All views expressed are the contributor’s own and unless expressly stated are not necessarily
the view of the Village Pump. We reserve the right to edit or omit contributions.

Installation

Service

Repair

07580 457426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk
Gas Safe Registered - 551336

Paws on Paths
Dog walking services Middleton
Enhanced CRB, specially adapted
vehicle
Tel. Michael Kitching
07982806741

Advertise here
£2.50 per issue
Contact
mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk
For details

Free Range Eggs

CAROL
MOBILE
HAIRDRESSER

Over 25 years’ experience using
traditional and modern styling
techniques, using a wide range of quality
products. Please call for an appointment
01629 823276 / 07817 778630

Green Deal approved
installers of
cavity wall
and loft insulation
01629 824595
07802 845223
www.dsinsulations.co.uk

Free range eggs £2.00 per dozen.
Can deliver in the village.
Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219
Advertise here! Just £2.50 per issue

