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Middleton Gets its Own Beer!

Diary

Derbyshire Wildlife Trust has launched a new beer! Look out for bottles for sale this
summer for a taste of our latest tipple, Middleton Gold.

Thursday 9th June
Bingo at the Nelson.

Brewed with Amber Ales it's light, hoppy and has flavours of local herbs which can
be found on our Gang Mine SSSI Nature Reserve in the village.

Friday 10th June
Quiz at the Rising Sun

A great way to celebrate the Trust moving to Middleton and make a few extra
pounds for our work too!

Saturday 11th June
Live at the Nelson: Two
Man Ting

Kaite Helps, Marketing Officer, Derbyshire Wildlife Trust.

Middleton Choir Needs You
If you are a soprano, alto, tenor or bass singer interested in singing with an
enthusiastic local choir then you would be welcome to join us.
We meet 8-9.15pm on Tuesdays (not every week) at the Nelson in Middleton.
No audition is necessary but enthusiasm and good humour are essential.
We are very fortunate in having an extremely skilled and experienced musical
director and keyboard player. A small subscription (£2-£3) is requested to cover
expenses.

Sunday 12th June
Charity gig at Nelson with
Johnson Banks. 4pm
Millennium Garden
Maintenance 2-4pm
Wednesday 15th June
Folk Jam at the Nelson
Friday 24th June
Quiz at the Rising Sun
Sunday 26th June
Millennium Garden
Maintenance 2-4pm

Contact Annie for more details:annie.neslon@btinternet.com or 0790970753
Next practice is on 21st June at 8pm at the Nelson

♪♫♪♫♪♫♪♫♪♫♪♫♪♫♪♫♪♫
DDDC and the Future of Wirksworth Leisure Centre
DDDC are currently investigation options for Wirksworth leisure Centre.
According to the report for the Community & Environment Committee meeting
on 2nd June (available on the DDDC website), two options are being investigated
further: that of outsourcing all four leisure centres, and that of handing
Wirksworth and Bakewell over to community trusts. Either option could have a
severe impact on the facilities available at Wirksworth.
Deadline for next edition: Monday 27th June
Please leave items at the Nelson or email mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk

Middleton Open Gardens
18th & 19th June
See page 4
Bloom Judging Days
Monday 4th July
Wednesday 3rd August
See page 2 for details
Blue bin / green bin:
Monday 6th & 20th June
Grey bin:
Monday 12th & 26th

Middleton in Bloom News
You will have noticed that the
tubs and baskets, not on telegraph
poles of course! have been
planted up and positioned in
readiness for a summer of blooms
to enhance the village and also to
support Middleton’s entry in the
Britain in Bloom competition.

month….any time you could
spare to help would be gratefully
received. If you can’t make it to
those days you can still do your
bit by being vigilant for litter and
of course persuading your dogs
that there is a right place for
everything!

There will be two judging days,
one on Monday 4th July at
1.30p.m and one on Wednesday
3rd August. The Middleton in
Bloom group have been busy
tidying, repairing, rebuilding ,
weeding and planting all around
the village and hope that we can
count on village support for the
judging days. Until the end of
August there are gardening
groups meeting at the Millennium
Garden at 2.00p.m. on the first
and third Sundays of the

To celebrate the end of the MIB
calendar we will be holding
another Musical Extravaganza in
the Millennium Garden on
Saturday 27th August between
1.00p.m. and 5.00p.m. There will
be posters up around the village
nearer the time advertising the
musical contributions and giving
further details. We will be hosting
table top / craft stalls at the event
which will cost £5, contact Jane
at The Nelson Arms to book your
place.

Finally a huge thank you for all
the donations MIB has received
towards the cost of Middleton’s
entry in Britain in Bloom. In
addition to those contributors
mentioned in the May edition of
the Village Pump, we would also
like to mention Middleton Ladies
Group, Barn Holiday Cottage,
Greenacres Holiday Cottage,
Signal Fuels/Brown’s Builders
Merchants of Belper, DS
Insulations, Splinters Mining Co.,
M.J.Petts Plumbing and Heating,
, L.Petts Stonemasons, Lowes
Marble, Middleton Environment
Group, Middleton Village Hall
Committee and several
anonymous donators. Thank you
all.

Weather Report April 2016: Chilly with average rainfall
Compared
to average

Date

Mean maximum’ temp

9.8c

-0.5c

Mean minimum temp

2.3c

-1.4c

Highest maximum

14.0c

13th

Lowest minimum

-0.8c

28th,
29th

Total Rainfall

76.5mm

Wettest Day

11.8mm

Days with rain

22

Total Sunshine

123.4hrs

Sunniest Day

12.2hrs

Days with no sunshine

2

99%
28th

It was the coldest April since 2013 and the 11th
coldest in the last 40 years. The highest
temperature of the month, 14.0c on the 13th, was
the lowest in April since 2001 when the highest
was 12.9c.
Although the total rainfall was close to average
for April it was still the wettest since 2012 and
small amounts of rain fell on a lot of days; 22
days with rain has been exceeded in only 4 Aprils
in the last 40 years. The rainfall total for the first
four months of the year stands at 447.1 mm
which is 127% of average and the 4th highest on
record.
Sleet or snow fell on 12 days, the most in April
since 1994 which also recorded 12 days.

108%
20th

It was less windy than normal in April and the
highest gust recorded on the moor was 47 mph,
the lowest for the month since 2007.

Church News
As I write this, the Wirksworth
well dressings are being prepared;
petal by pertal, stone by stone,
coffee bean by coffee bean. Each
one of them will be a part of the
whole. Each one of them will
play their part in creating the
bigger picture, and when they are
complete each picture will play
its part in the celebration. The
well dressings are a particular
tradition in Derbyshire, and so
many towns and villages have
their own dressings.
One wonders how many hours
people have spent in order to
make all of those individual
festivals happen. There will have
been many thousands no doubt,
and why? The cynic would say
that it is a waste of time, but those
who know better realise that it is
an expression of continuity
through tradition, and a
preparedness to give time and
energy in thanksgiving for
something that can so easily be
taken for granted. Water is
something that is always there for

us, but when it is taken away then
very quickly we realise just how
vital it is to maintaining not just
our normal routine but life itself.
It is worth taking time out to
create in this way, not just
because of the tradition but
because it’s a whole lot of fun
too. From time to time I popped
into church in Wirksworth where
one of the well dressings was
being prepared. It was interesting
to see how many visitors had just
called in to see what was
happening. There is “value” in
taking time to be with others just
for the sake of it.
Each of the pictures has a theme
and so is educational in its own
way, either promoting a cause or
reminding us of a biblical story.
The attention to detail causes
those who look on to be drawn
into the experience and refreshed
or renewed in some way. All too
often, these sorts of activities are
lost due to the frenetic pace of
life. Gathering together for Well

These boots are made for walking!
If your boots (or trainers) are no
longer fit for walking then you
can help us (Rise End residents)
decorate the empty ‘phone box
near the Rising Sun.

Please donate your old boots for
us to fill with soil and plants to
decorate the ‘phone box for our
Open Gardens and Village in
Bloom.
If you can help by filling the
boots for us that would be great.
Boots can be left at 2 or 5 Rise
End or in the ‘phone box.
Further info from
judithberrisford@hotmail.com

Dressings is an aspect of
community life which builds a
sense of corporate identity, a
sense of belonging to each other.
It is these sorts of activities and
this attention to detail which
provides what is sometimes
called “added value” to our life
together.
This taking “value” in the small
things is an attitude which
expands into the rest of life, a
version of the old saying “take
care of the pennies and the
pounds will take care of
themselves.” When we value the
small things then we are more
likely to care about the larger
issues of life too. In a world
where “I can’t be bothered”! is
something we hear all too
frequently, that can’t be bad. It’s
another aspect of trying to live
the Christian life.
With my best wishes
Canon David Truby (Team
Rector, Wirksworth Team
Ministry)

Middleton Ladies Group
We had a fantastic evening with
the"Red Ruff" Group at our May
meeting.The Girls were in great
voice and their "home written
work" was both "toe_tapping"
and very funny and all our
Ladies thoroughly enjoyed the
experience. We are looking
forward to our Mystery Outing in
June to be followed by a
moderate amount of weeding in
the Millennium Garden and a
barbeque in July. Anyone wishing
to join us please contact myself or
Olwyn.
Pam Jones

Middleton Parish Council Chair’s Annual Report 2016
As Chair I would like to thank all
Councillors for their hard work
on behalf of Middleton. Thanks
too to County Councillor Irene
Ratcliffe, our District Councillors
Peter, Irene and Mike, Derbyshire
Police in the person of PCSO Sue
Lester as well as the Caretakers
and the Parish Clerk.
Following the election in May
2015 Middleton Parish Council
had just two members. A further
election and co-option of
additional members was required
to bring it back to full strength. It
is gratifying to report that new
members have taken up the
training opportunities offered.
The Parish Council has an active
role both within the village and in
the wider community. It has
representatives on the Carsington
Water Liaison Group, Cromford
Quarry Liaison Committee,
Village Hall Committee,
Middleton in Bloom, the Village
Green Committee and the
Environment Group.
We have given grants to the
Village Pump, Middleton in
Bloom, the PCC in support of its
Remembrance Sunday service
and Derbyshire Constabulary for

cycle locks and award stickers for
Middleton Marvels.
In its on-going support of the
Village Pump, the Parish Council
believes the newsletter is
something that Middleton should
be justly proud of.
The 2015 Roll of Honour was
awarded to Jimmy Thompson.
In 2015-16 the Parish Council
commented on twelve planning
applications a 50% increase on
the previous year.
For 2016-17 we have set a neutral
precept of £10282 (i.e. 0% Band
D equivalent increase).
We have continued to lobby for
road safety enhancements at Rise
End Cross Roads following a
number of collisions there during
the last year.
We have attended DDDC’s Area
Community Forums, DALC
Spring Seminar, DALC
Councillor training sessions, The
Neighbourhood Planning
Roadshow, and Safer
Neighbourhood Meetings.
We have been consulted on a
range of issues including the
DDDC Local Plan and the DCC

Public Transport consultation.
We have requested a refresh of
the Housing Need Survey.
The Parish Council continues to
work on a number of projects
including:
• a township marker
• a Neighbourhood Plan for
Middleton,
In the next few weeks the Parish
Council website will go live,
thanks in part to grant funding
from the Digital Transparency
Fund.
The Council meets at the Village
Hall at 6.30pm on the second
Monday of the month and we
thank the Village Hall Committee
for its hospitality. Members of
the public are welcome to attend
our meetings and can speak
during Public Participation.
2016-17 will undoubtedly bring
its own challenges for the Parish
Council, particularly as the
budgets of District and County
Councils become ever more
restricted. We will continue to
work to get best value for our
precept and to represent
Middleton to the wider
community.

Middleton Open Gardens: 18th and 19th June
Just a reminder that Middleton's
Open Garden event will take
place during the weekend 18th
and 19th June. A record number
of Gardens are participating
again, with a number of new
venues. In preparation for both
this event and the RHS national
final judging later in the year, the
green areas in the village have
received a makeover, with new
flower tubs, beds and borders

created along Main Street, the
Millennium Garden and the
Green. To wow the many
expected visitors, it would be
great if everyone could pay even
more attention than usual to any
litter or 'neglected' areas, that
might benefit from a late spring
tidying. Proceeds from the event
will again go to various projects
in the village. If you would like to
suggest how these might be used,

please either attend one of our
monthly meetings – usually held
in the Nelson on the first Monday
of every month. Alternatively,
contact Ann Stamper (secretary).
It promises to be a great
weekend: do come along and see
some of the beautiful gardens of
Middleton. Maps available from
the Nelson, 3 Rise End, 12 Water
Lane and 3 The Hall.

Village Groups Contact List
If you have a group that you’d like to include, please contact Lucy Peacock on 820831.
Millennium Garden Group
Secretary: Hilary Casey (820076)
Middleton Environment Group
Chair: Rob Stamper
Allotments Committee
Chair: Mike Knott (826075)
Middleton Ladies’ Fellowship
Olwyn Bailey (924868)
Steeple Grange Light Railway
Martin Smith: martinsmith187@tiscali.co.uk
John Cash: jtcpc@supanet.com
Middleton Book Group
Lucy Peacock (820831)
Middleton Toddler Group
Meets Wednesdays 1.30pm-3pm at the Village Hall

Memories of Middleton
Edith Walker's Memories of
Middleton has been reprinted by
the Middleton Environment
Group. This little booklet,
written exactly 100 years ago,
contains many interesting
recollections of life in and
around the village and provides
Featuringvery different (and
similar) ways of life at the
beginning of the last century.
Copies, costing £2.00, can be
obtained from the Nelson or
from members of the
Environment Group. They will
also be on sale at the various
paypoints during the Open
Garden weekend on June 18th
and 19th.

MMBG (Middleton Mountain Bike Group)
www.mmbg.co.uk
Middleton and Wirksworth Wrestling Club
Classes on Monday evenings in the village Hall
Contact Trevor Hoskins (07961 516722)
Salsa classes
Tuesday evenings in the village hall from 7.30
Contact Simon 07977 491272
Nelson Arms
Bar and accommodation. Alan and Jane (825154)
Rising Sun
Bar and food. Steve (823247)
Knit and Natter
In the Nelson on Mondays, 1-3pm, with Community
Luncheon on alternate Mondays. Brenda Hobson 824600

The Nelson Arms presents

The Good
Old Days
An evening of Edwardian style
music hall entertainment
16th July 2016
Featuring the talents of
Mrs Jane Monaghan
Mr Paul Bunting
Mr Bill Urquhart

Mrs Catherine Housely
Ms Lucy Peacock
and many others

Audience members are encouraged
to attend in period costume

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Cllr Ian Bailey
Cllr Sandy Clark
Cllr Dawn Greatorex
Cllr Rob Rawlinson
Cllr John Sedgwick
Cllr Debbie Skellern
Cllr Peter Slack
Cllr Dr Peter Stanley
Parish Clerk: John Rowe

Tel
01629 824 868
01629 822 372
01629 826 647
01629 824 655
01629 822 601
07875 942 503
01629 823 359
01629 823 761
07717 137526

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
irene.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth
mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton
Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

MP for Derbyshire Dales
RT. HON. PATRICK McLOUGHLIN
Member of Parliament
You can write at any time to:
House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk
Regular advice bureaux
Call for details 020 7219 3511
Working for Derbyshire Dales

823023
823023

Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, Logs,
Kindling & Firelighters

823359
Quality fuels at unbeatable value

Signal Fuels
COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth

823023

Village Hall
For bookings contact Linda
Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk

822511
PJB Projects
Groundwork and Construction

Post Office Opening Times
At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364

Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths,

Monday 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 2pm-5pm
Thursday 9am-12pm

extensions, garages & conservatories,
landscaping, fencing & stonewalling
15 years experience.

Parish Council Meetings
Ordinary meetings will be held at 7.15pm in the Committee Room of the Village Hall.
Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings and to raise concerns or make
representations to the Council during the Public Participation section of the meeting.

Police

Fully Qualified and Insured.
Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price
07977 240223

M J Petts
Plumbing & Heating

Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to
PCSO 4413 Sue Lester suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk
Village Pump Editors
David Casey
Lucy Peacock

01773 747027
07974 434447
07970 215726
Approved coal merchants
Our reputation is glowing

820076
820831

All views expressed are the contributor’s own and unless expressly stated are not necessarily
the view of the Village Pump. We reserve the right to edit or omit contributions.

Installation

Service

Repair

07580 457426
mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk
Gas Safe Registered - 551336

Paws on Paths
Dog walking services Middleton
Enhanced CRB, specially adapted
vehicle
Tel. Michael Kitching
07982806741

Advertise here
£2.50 per issue
Contact
mail@middletonvillagepump.co.uk
For details

Free Range Eggs

CAROL
MOBILE
HAIRDRESSER

Over 25 years’ experience using
traditional and modern styling
techniques, using a wide range of quality
products. Please call for an appointment
01629 823276 / 07817 778630

Green Deal approved
installers of
cavity wall
and loft insulation
01629 824595
07802 845223
www.dsinsulations.co.uk

Free range eggs £2.00 per dozen.
Can deliver in the village.
Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219
Advertise here! Just £2.50 per issue

