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Dates 

Thursday 11th February 

Folk jam at the Nelson 

Monday 15th February 

7.30.  Planning Meeting for 

Open Garden 2016. The 

Nelson. All Welcome! 

Wednesday 17th February 

Folk jam at the Nelson 

Friday 26th February 

Quiz at the Sun 

Saturday 5th March 

Live at the Nelson: the Pitz 

 

Bin Days 

Blue bin / green bin:  

Mon 15th Feb,  

Mon 29th Feb 

Grey bin: 

Mon 8th Feb,  

Mon 22nd Feb 

 

Post Office  

Opening Times 

At the Nelson Arms. Tel 

01629 733520  

07770 662364 

Monday 2pm-5pm 

Wednesday 2pm-5pm 

Thursday 9am-12pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Middleton Village Newsletter 

Middleton for National Finals 
 

Last summer Middleton won a Best Village award, as well as a Silver 

Gilt for the school and two Judges' Special Awards, in East Midlands 

in Bloom. This year the exciting news is that we have been invited to 

represent the East Midlands in our class at this year's Britain in Bloom 

national finals run by the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS). 

  

This is a great opportunity to show off Middleton at its best both 

locally and nationally, building on the success of not just the Bloom 

and Open Gardens, but everything that makes the village special. 

 

So, although it's still winter (despite the snowdrops), let's start thinking 

and kicking ideas around on how we can represent the beauty of 

Derbyshire to the world. 

 

Mike Coveney - garden.evolution@btinternet.com 

Chair of the Bloom 
 

For more information on how we can all get involved see Mike’s report 

inside. 

 

 

 

Look out for Waxwings 

Mid-February is a good time to look out for 

this lovely quirky little bird. They migrate 

from Siberia and Scandinavia and move 

inland in the UK in search of food. 

They do not stay long in one place, maybe  

only a few days, but Middleton has definitely 

been on its path in recent years with sightings in the Millennium 

garden and other  numerous spots in the village. Let’s hope they pay 

us a visit again this year. This picture was from my garden. 

 

Marie Clark 

 

 



Holy Trinity Church Middleton 
As the New Year gets underway so there are opportunities for us to reflect upon our work together as Christians 

in this area.  During Lent we are all invited to participate in the Churches Together Lent Group which begins 

on Tuesday 16th of February at 7.30pm at the United Reformed Church.  A short act of worship will be 

followed by a talk on some of the big issues of the day from a Christian perspective which I will be offering 

each week. We will be looking at faith, politics, science, economics, conflict and climate change and, 

hopefully, folks will have something to take away and reflect on as part of their observance of Lent. 

In Middleton, itself, we will be using the new church room for a fresh youth group which is growing out of 

the Light Factory that so many of Middleton’s children have been involved with. Steve and Laura Pepper will 

be leading the new venture, the name of which will be chosen by the young people themselves.  It’s there for 

youngsters of senior school age (Yr. 7 upwards) and start each Monday from 8 February at 6.30. The 

evenings will finish at 7.30, and on the first occasion we will be having a pizza evening. Light House has 

always been very popular and the new group is happening at the request of a number of older kids who want 

something for an older age group. The subs will be £1 per night, which guarantees a fun time together and a 

meeting up of friends. 

The Church Room is available for the use of the community at competitive rates and provides good kitchen 

facilities and a reasonable sized space for small group use. If you are interested, then ring us at the Team 

Office on 01629 824707, 

With best wishes 

Canon David Truby (rector, Wirksworth Team Ministry) 

 

 
Middleton Ladies Group 

Happy New Year from all our delightful ladies. In January 

we had another fun evening, singing along to Mamma 

Mia,, thanks again to Sandy and Marie for setting it up. 

There were some very good 70s outfits and wigs, and 

loads of chocolate and popcorn and a few tempting 

beverages. We also had the odd dancers and of course lots 

of singing.  

We are looking forward to visiting Derbyshire Wildlife 

Centre in February for a tour around and a talk.  

Thanks to all who bought raffle tickets for the Food 

Hamper, all proceeds going to the Wildlife Trust.  

Finally may I remind all members to bring their pinnies 

for the March meeting when we will be having a hands on 

class and demonstration by Middleton's own Paul 

Hollywood aka Steve Pepper. This is always a lively and 

lovely evening. 

We are always looking for new ladies to join us, just 

telephone me to find out more information about our 

Group, you are sure to make many friends.  

Pam 01629823920 

 

Middleton Gardening Club 
 

A relaxed evening on all things gardening at the 

Nelson Arms. Everyone welcome-no charge-no 

membership. Just gardeners chatting.  

 

1st March 2016 

Weave your own Willow Tree 

 

5th April 2016 

Potatoes and Tomatoes 

David Thornton 

 

For details contact Ann on 01629258471 

Cleaning and Gardening 

Local professional Cleaner and Gardener offering 

domestic cleaning & light gardening work. 

Regular visits, one off cleans and holiday cottages. 

 

Fully insured and references available. 

 

For more details call Lindy on 07590 020 886 

 



Get to Know Middleton 

 

The Story of the Millennium Garden 

The story of Middleton Millennium Group started back in spring of 1999 when we decided to put on an event to celebrate 

the forthcoming Millennium.  A meeting of residents was arranged to discuss things further and it was agreed that we 

would hold a “Lantern and Torch Light Procession” from the Rising Sun to the Village Green. 

On that memorable night a horde of people set off following Jeff Johnson with a speaker on top of his car, playing music 

up to the Green - it was a great sight to behold, with a mass of lights coming up the village and when we arrived on the 

Green it was packed. This was also the first year we had the Christmas tree and lights on the Green; with a speaker linked 

up to Radio Derby giving the count down from Big Ben. After a short service by the vicar, the celebrations continued with 

wine and mince pies, music and singing as we all eagerly awaited the NEW MILLENNIUM. There was a resounding 

cheer when the count down to 2000 arrived – the awakening of the new Millennium was marked with a gigantic fireworks 

display and a beacon linking up with other beacons in Derbyshire and across the country: it was truly wonderful and the 

celebrations went on all night with the pubs staying open – a fantastic night we will never forget.  Throughout 2000 we 

continued to celebrate the Millennium with events including Senior Citizens Tea Dance, Children’s Disco and Country 

and Western evening.  We later held several Village Extravaganzas outside the village hall. 

The Millennium Group wanted a permanent reminder of the Millennium and, after considering various choices, a 

Millennium Garden just below Duke Field was chosen  At the time this was a piece of overgrown land.  It looked to be a 

massive job, but what better reminder could there be than a Millennium Garden?  

A Millennium Garden Committee was formed and the ball started rolling with Brian Hardwick, a lecturer at Broomfield 

Collage, making a drawing of the proposed garden.   Our next move was to secure a grant in order to begin constructing 

the Millennium Garden and we applied to the East Midlands Development Agency (EMDA).  Then came the day when 

the decision was made by EMDA; we waited with bated breath for the telephone call… we were all over the moon when 

EMDA agreed they would donate £75,000 on the proviso that the committee match-funded the amount - which at the time 

was a little frightening! 

However, we rose to the occasion and managed meet the target via donations in materials, labour and money from local 

businesses.  Many months of hard work were completed by numerous volunteers and eventually J C Balls were able to 

complete the heavy contracting and we could get on with building the walls, erecting the bandstand and pergola, and 

putting up the gates. What a great day the opening was! Cllr David Hoskins officially opened the Garden and it was so 

good to see the creation of the Millennium Garden evolve from an idea to a real living garden.   Later, we acquired a grant 

from Derbyshire Aggregates Levy for lighting around the garden and a sign post near the Nelson Arms.   

The sad loss of John Fox deeply affected the Committee; also that of Pete Brown and Kath Alesbrook.   

In 2007 the Millennium Garden Group joined forces with the Middleton in Bloom Group and a new committee was 

formed which has attracted many keen volunteers and over the seven years of its existence has won 4 Silver Awards and 3 

Silver Gilt Awards for the village.   

Last summer, DDDC Landscape Officer, Howard Crowe, produced a report on proposed improvements to the Garden, 

many of which are now in the process of implementing. 

Peter Slack and Dawn Greatorex 



Middleton in Bloom Report 
 

With our entry into Britain in Bloom the Middleton in Bloom group is working on how we can continue to 

develop features of the village, for instance floral displays (gardens, verges, container planting....); the 

village environment and wildlife; historical interpretation, and the school garden and grounds. I'm sure the 

many village groups will have thoughts about how to promote their interests and help us to produce a great 

portfolio for the judges.  

 

What we need most at this stage are three things:  

 ideas: these can be about fundraising for planting; quirky or more conventional ideas for displays, 

and developing neglected corners of the village. 

 volunteers for practical work: there's always a lot to do in the Millennium Garden and elsewhere. 

You don't necessarily need green fingers, just some spare time now and again. I'll aim to put a 

calendar of working days in the next Pump. 

 we would like to start collecting good photos of any groups' activities, going back to last summer and 

onwards throughout this year; they will come in very handy for the judges' portfolio. 

 

Last week I went to an RHS meeting for all the Britain in Bloom contestants to hear what they expect from 

entrants as well as, thankfully, what they don't expect. I also met the two judges who will be assessing our 

efforts in August. So we have a very good idea of how the whole thing works and a lot of information about 

how other towns and villages put on a good show.  

 

We are also entering East Midlands in Bloom again this year (judging in early July). The preparation for this 

is no different from that for Britain in Bloom, so there is virtually no duplication of effort.  

 

For further details contact Mike Coveney - garden.evolution@btinternet.com 
 

 

Middleton Environment Group- Open Gardens 2016 
  

Another gardening year has gone by since last year’s second successful Open Garden and Quirky Corners 

weekend. Over 30 venues took part and although the weather ‘could have done better’ visitors enjoyed the 

gardens, the many unexpected nooks and crannies they were allowed to explore, and the surrounding 

countryside. Some of the proceeds from that event went to pay for the table in the Millennium Garden, 

which has found good use already at a number of events. 

 

Though rain might be hampering everyone’s gardening attempts at the moment, our thoughts are turning 

towards planning the Open Garden weekend for this year.  

To make sure we improve even further, we would like to kick-start the process with a feedback and planning 

meeting at 7.30 on February 15th in The Nelson. 

So, whether you are planning to open your garden or not, please come along with your ideas (or offer of 

help). Gardens need not be open for both days. If you are unable to come along, but want to take part, please 

complete the slip below and either drop it off in the Nelson, or email Ann Stamper 

(Ann.stamper@hotmail.co.uk) with your details. 

 

To Middleton Environment Group 

 

I would like to open  My Garden/ Quirky Corner □        I would like to help □         Please tick 

 

Name: ____________________________________ Contact:_____________________________ 

 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

mailto:Ann.stamper@hotmail.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Middleton Music 
 

Reading the Village Pump for January it crossed my mind that, if you were new to 

Middleton, you might get the impression that there's not a lot going on. Of course, 

as we all know, that's far from the truth. We're just not very good at blowing our 

own trumpets. Talking of trumpets, that nicely leads me on to music, and there can 

be few villages as musical as Middleton. In fact, there are probably few villages that 

have so much going on at all, whether it be music, sports, interest groups or social 

occasions.  

So, here's a suggestion. Each month we should feature not only a 'Get to know the 

people of Middleton' article (great idea, by the way), but also a feature on one of the 

village groups or activities. 

I'm going to get the ball rolling (note, all sporty people out there - you could be next!), with a short piece about NDY. 

 'Not Dead Yet' is an informal music group, meeting in the Nelson most Fridays between 5.30 and 6.30pm.. 

Ages range from 12 to 80, and instruments include fiddles, melodeon, bodhran, recorders, guitars, flute, penny whistle, 

double bass and banjo. As you can see, it's quite a wide range, and we play music to suit all. You don't need to be very 

good, or have much experience, and new members of any description or standard are always very welcome. We 

occasionally play at village events, but public performance is not compulsory! Just turn up on a Friday if you want to 

hear what we do. 

Will someone else now take up the challenge, and submit a short article on another village group?  

 

Olwyn Bailey 

 

Middleton History Group 

Would anyone interested in meeting once a 

month to collect Middleton History Data 

together and forming an archive which would 

be available for anyone to access. 

The venue is still to be confirmed. 

Please contact Sue Stevenson, Tel No: 

882694 or email: 

p.j.s.m.stevenson@btinternet.com 

 

 

Middleton Village Green Committee 

A new village task force is to be formed called the Middleton Village Green Committee. The aim of this 

committee is to take responsibility for putting up the Christmas lights and the Switch On (with all the usual 

attractions such as the children’s carousel, BMW band, raffle etc.).  The committee will also maintain the tubs 

on the village green and the bus shelter. 

For further details please contact either Peter Slack 01629823359 or Dawn Greatorex 01629826647 

 

Fitness training for Beginners 

I will be running a new session in the Village Hall on Fridays 

7.30 until 9. It's called Fitness training for Beginners.  

The course is aimed at those less confident in attending class 

training situations as I deal with participants on a one to one 

basis, in small group work.  

 

I like to discuss with people what they are looking for in the 

class and they can contact me before attending, to make 
sure they are happy with the session content. 
 

I am a Chartered Physiotherapist and Qualified 

Acupuncturist, specialising in Sports Injuries, necks, backs 

and muscle problems. I deal with all levels of fitness 

development and injury prevention. 

 
Lorna Skinner MCSP HPC reg. Chartered Physiotherapist 

 

Free Range Eggs 

Free range eggs £2.00 per dozen. Can deliver 

in the village. 
Tel. Sam Kitching 07824469219 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Green Deal approved 

installers of 

  cavity wall  

and loft insulation 

 

01629 824595       07802 845223 

www.dsinsulations.co.uk 

 

 

MP for Derbyshire Dales 
  

RT. HON. PATRICK McLOUGHLIN  

Member of Parliament  

You can write at any time to:  

House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA  

 patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk 

 Regular advice bureaux 

Call for details 020 7219 3511 

 Working for Derbyshire Dales 

 

 
Housecoal, Smokeless Fuel, Logs, 

Kindling & Firelighters 

Quality fuels at unbeatable value 

Signal Fuels 
01773 747027 07974 434447 

07970 215726 
Approved coal merchants 
Our reputation is glowing 

 
PJB Projects 

Groundwork and Construction 

Minidigger & driver, drives, dropped kerbs, paths, 

extensions, garages & conservatories, 

landscaping, fencing & stonewalling 

15 years experience. 

Fully Qualified and Insured. 

Call Phil for a free estimate at a realistic price 

07977 240223 

 

 

PARISH COUNCILLORS                    Tel   

Cllr Ian Bailey                             01629 824 868 

Cllr Sandy Clark                         01629 822 372 

Cllr Dawn Greatorex                    01629 826 647 

Cllr Rob Rawlinson                     01629 824 655 

Cllr John Sedgwick                     01629 822 601 

Cllr Debbie Skellern                    07875 942 503 

Cllr Peter Slack                          01629 823 359 

Cllr Dr Peter Stanley                   01629 823 761 

Parish Clerk:  John Rowe 07717 137526 

 

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth 823023 

irene.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk 

Mike Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth 823023 

mike.ratcliffe@derbyshiredales.gov.uk 

Peter Slack, 31 Chapel Lane, Middleton 823359 

Peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk 

 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

Irene Ratcliffe, 47 Yokecliffe Cres, Wirksworth 823023   

 

Village Hall 

For bookings contact Linda 822511 

Village Hall Website www.middletonvh.org.uk 

 

Post Office Opening Times 

At the Nelson Arms. Tel 01629 733520 / 07770 662364 

Monday 2pm-5pm 

Wednesday 2pm-5pm 

Thursday 9am-12pm 
 

Parish Council Meetings 

Ordinary meetings will be held at 7.15pm in the Committee Room of the Village Hall.  

Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings and to raise concerns or make 

representations to the Council during the Public Participation section of the meeting. 

 

Police 
Contact your local team on 0345 123 33 33 or email directly to 

PCSO 4413 Sue Lester suzanne.lester.4413@derbyshire.pnn.police.uk 

 

Village Pump Editors 

David Casey 820076 

Lucy Peacock 820831 

 

All views expressed are the contributor’s own and unless expressly stated are not necessarily 

the view of the Village Pump. We reserve the right to edit or omit contributions. 

T & G 
Stonewalling and pointing Specialists 

 
High quality work at competitive prices 
Dry walling, mortar walling and pointing 

For a free estimate call 

01629 826647 / 07960 443330 

Middleton by Wirksworth 

 

 

 

 

 

Over 25 years’ experience using 

traditional and modern styling 

techniques, using a wide range of quality 

products. Please call for an appointment 

01629 823276 / 07817 778630 

 

CAROL 
MOBILE 

HAIRDRESSER 

 

 

Paws on Paths 

Dog walking services Middleton 

Enhanced CRB, specially adapted 

vehicle 

Tel. Michael Kitching 

07982806741 

 

 

 

LUNCH TIME DOG WALKING 

Available Monday to Friday 

Prices from £3 for a 15 minute 

visit length of walk to suit your 

dog’s requirements. 

DBS (CRB) Checked.  

Fully insured. 

Contact Nigel tel. 0782 1818 437 

naberrisford53@gmail.com 

M J Petts 

Plumbing & Heating 

Installation  Service  Repair 

 
07580 457426 

mjpetts@hotmail.co.uk 

Gas Safe Registered - 551336 
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