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Middleton Parish Council 
Supporting Document 

Monday 12th December 2022 
 

Agenda 
Item 

Supporting Notes 

1 Apologies 
Apologies received will be given at the meeting. 
 

5 Items in Exclusion 
There is no recommendation to take any items in exclusion 
 

7 Minutes 
To approve the minutes of the meeting held on: 

(a) Monday 10th October 2022 
(b) Monday 14th November 2022 

Paper copies will be available at the meeting.  Electronic copies have been emailed 
to members 
 

8 Clerk’s Report 
To approve Clerk’s Report on action taken since the meeting held on Monday 
10th October 2022 
Minute 4545/22 Public Speaking 
Storage shed; meeting arranged for 16th November 2022 
Minute 4550/22 Planning 
Two planning applications brought forward to the agenda of the meeting held on 
Monday 14th November as no outcome was recorded on the DDDC website at the 
agenda closing date 
Minute 4551/22 Matters for Decision 

(a) Casual vacancies – actioned as minuted 
(b) Outdoor seating – actioned as minuted; three TDP benches ordered and will 

be delivered on Wednesday 16th November 2022 
(h) Insurance of volunteers – to be discussed further at a meeting to be held with 

MiB on Wednesday 16th November 2022.  Issue raised with Village Green 
Committee regarding general operations and Christmas lights switch on 

Minute 4552/22Finance 
Three payments issued as instructed 
To approve Clerk’s Report on action taken since the meeting held on Monday 
14th November 2022 
Minute 4560/22 Public Speaking 
CCllr Murphy invited to attend the meeting to be held on Monday 12th December 
2022. 
No through road signage – followed up as instructed 
Closed bin – request made as instructed 
Minute 4564/22 Planning 
Three responses made as minuted Tuesday 15th November 2022 
Minute 4565/22 Matters for Decision  

(a) Casual vacancies – actioned as minutes 
(b) Outdoor seating – three benches have been delivered.  Two have been 

placed at the Millennium Garden (one temporarily) 
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(c) Streetscene -actioned as minuted 
(d) Speed Indicator Devices – a verbal report will be given at the meeting 
(e) Millennium Garden – meeting held Wednesday 16th November 2022, see 

agenda item10(e) below 
(h) Insurance of volunteers discussed at the meeting with MiB held Wednesday 
16th November 2022 see agenda item 10(e) below 
(i) Assets of Community Value – request made to Derby Diocese Property 
Manager as instructed 
(j) Dene Footpath – see Matters for Decision below 
(k) 20’s Plenty – see Matters for Decision below 

Minute 4566/22 Finance 
Three payments issued as instructed 
 

9 Correspondence; 
To note receipt of items for information;  

• Derbyshire Association of Local Councils December Newsletter 

• DDDC Home Energy Efficiency Grants Available (for website) 

• SNT Newsletter December 2022 

• SAAA notification of appointment of external auditor (PKF Littlejohn llp) 

• Middleton in Bloom – emails relating to benches, shed, maintenance, 
insurance, shredder 

• Parish Warden enquiry 

• Cabinet Office Domain Management signup 
 

10 Matters for Decision  
(a) Casual vacancies; to receive update and approve the way ahead 

There being no candidates at the closing date the vacancies have been re-
advertised with a closing date of Monday 19th December 2022 with interviews to take 
place on Monday 9th January 2023 if required. 
 

(b) Outdoor seating; to receive update and approve the way ahead 
Three seats were received from TDP on Wednesday 16th November 2022.  Two 
have been placed in the Millennium Garden (one temporarily) and the remaining 
bench has been installed by DDDC at the Recreation Ground. 
 
A verbal report will be given at the meeting on remaining outdoor seating matters. 
 

(c) Streetscene Issues; to receive update and to approve the way ahead 
CCllr Dermot Murphy has been invited to the meeting to give any updates he has 
from DCC Place. 
 

(d) Speed Indicator Devices; to receive report  
A verbal report will be given at the meeting. 
 

(e) Millennium Garden to receive update: 
i. Insurance of volunteers 

The Clerk discussed options with Lynda Simpson at a meeting at the Millennium 
Garden on Wednesday 14th November 2022.  Subsequently there has been 
correspondence with Mike Coveney who replied: 
 
“The reply from the Parish Council's insurers to your request for clarification about 
insurance for MMG volunteers leaves some doubt. 
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"Cover is subject to the terms, conditions and exclusions of the policy and a Limit of 
Indemnity at £10,000,000. Cover is in respect of any one claim with no limit on the 
number of claims. However, cover is for legal liabilities only and would not 
necessarily cover ANY claim, but only those for which the Parish Council be held to 
be legally liable, and found of negligence. We can confirm that providing the Parish 
Council have the sole responsibility of organising the events then the existing Public 
Liability section would extend to include the legal liabilities of the Council as far as 
they apply." 
 
I'm not sure, from the final sentence, whether this means that each and every 
maintenance activity in the MMG would need to be organised by the Parish Council, 
or whether organising meetings, work groups, or particular types of work could be 
devolved to the MMG group; but would that be disqualified by the wording of the third 
sentence? In addition, would this also apply to activities elsewhere in the village (not 
that we have many of those)? 
 
As I said yesterday, I have researched an insurance plan which operates in 
conjunction with the Royal Horticultural Society. This offers insurance to RHS 
members, Bloom Groups, It's Your Neighbourhood groups and similar community 
gardening and environmental volunteers. We would have to tick a few boxes to 
qualify, perhaps changing our name, and we would have to pay an affiliation fee of 
£35 per year to RHS, in exchange for which - as well as the specialized insurance - 
we would get notices, invitations to local events, some helpful literature on 
gardening, and a visit from an RHS representative once a year to assess and 
encourage us. The insurance premium would be about £175 p.a.  The advantage 
would be that, as it's a specialist insurance, the insurers will take into account all the 
things our sort of group does and will ask us relevant questions. If this looks an 
appropriate way out of the present doubt, would the Parish Council be willing to fund 
the insurance on the basis that volunteers are putting in a lot of skill and free hard 
work every year to maintain a valuable community asset?  I will follow up on the 
detail of this insurance.” 
 

As an aide memoire, the questions put to, and the advice received from, the insurers 
is repeated below: 
 

“Could you please advise the arrangements for the insurance of volunteers 
undertaking work on behalf of the Parish Council?   
 
This firstly relates to work such as gardening, using hand tools not powered 
equipment, in an enclosed public garden leased by the Parish Council; what 
evidence of training or risk assessments do you require?  
 
The second case relates to a Remembrance Day parade involving a 
temporary road closure and a march through the village with a brief service 
held on the Village Green?  
 
Finally, a Christmas Lights switch on (the contents of the “Special Events and 
Activities Guidelines” document has been read and noted), with an event held 
on the Village Green (land owned by the Parish Council), refreshments, a 
small band and small-scale rides for children (providers will be required to 
prove they have insurance), maximum attendance is unlikely to exceed 150-
200 persons.  
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The response received is as follows: 
 

“We can confirm that providing the Parish Council have the sole responsibility 
of organising the events then the existing Public Liability section would extend 
to include the legal liabilities of the Council as far as they apply. 
 
Cover is subject to the terms, conditions and exclusions of the policy and a 
Limit of Indemnity at £10,000,000.  Cover is in respect of any one claim with 
no limit on the number of claims.  However, cover is for legal liabilities only 
and would not necessarily cover ANY claim, but only those for which the 
Parish Council be held to be legally liable, and found of negligence. 
 
Please follow the requirements provided in the attached special events 
guidelines and we would also take this opportunity to remind your Council of 
the general conditions of the policy particularly whereby the Insured shall take 
all reasonable precautions to prevent any accidents, injury, loss or 
destruction. 
Please ensure any independent organisations involved in this hold their own 
Public Liability insurance. 
 
In relation to the gardening by volunteers, this needs to be solely organised 
by the council and any safety equipment provided and a risk assessment 
completed.” 

 
Officer Recommendation: 
It is suggested that a pragmatic solution would be for the Parish Council to pay for 
the specialist insurance cover offered through the Royal Horticultural Society and the 
necessary affiliation fee at a total cost of approximately £210. This would provide the 
volunteers with the cover the group deems appropriate and remove the doubt from 
relying on the Parish Councils policy.  It is also suggested that this should be 
included as an annual cost within the budget estimates. 
 
Funding of this could be from the £700 available in budget heading A6, Millennium 
Garden. 
 

ii. Lease 
No update from DDDC. 
 

iii. Storage shed 
The Clerk discussed options with Lynda Simpson at a meeting at the Millennium 
Garden on Wednesday 14th November 2022, and provided details of the Parish 
Council’s tools and equipment. 
 
Subsequently there has been correspondence with Mike Coveney who replied: 
“[It was] felt that there is a good case for having a new shed in addition to the 
existing one. Rather than the inherent dangers of trying to sort through a lot of heavy 
and sharp equipment in the existing cramped, dark space, this would mean that the 
Parish would have its own space in the existing shed and it would save the expense 
and waste of taking the shed down and disposing of it in order to build a bigger one 
on the same foundation. The base would need extending forwards anyway and there 
is no space to extend sideways, so it might be difficult to source a bigger shed of the 
right proportions to fit the space. The Bloom group would then have a dedicated 
space in a separate shed for existing and imminently arriving equipment. We are 
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going ahead with the purchase of the shredder which, in the interim, will be stored 
out of danger until the shed question is resolved.” 
 
The Parish Council will need to consider this request, and whether there are any 
funding requirements to be considered as part of the precept. 
 

iv. General works 
Any update will be given at the meeting. 
 

(f) Winter Warmth Hubs 
Current position: “To support in principle the use of the Village Hall as a “Warm Hub” 
at a cost of up to £160, being the rental of the main hall from midday until 4pm on 
Sunday afternoons; 22nd January, 26th February, 26th March, and 30th April 2023.” 
 
The following item has been submitted to the Village Pump: 
“A Warm Welcome for Warm Spaces 
  
Both The Nelson Arms and the Rising Sun are offering a warm space/community 
hub throughout their opening hours.  Tea and coffee is available at no cost and 
games, books, and an opportunity to chat are all on offer for anyone who would like 
to avail themselves of the facilities.  The Parish is very fortunate to have two public 
houses offering these facilities. 
  
Arrangements are also being made to for Warm Spaces to be made available at the 
Village Hall on the last Sunday afternoon of the month from January to April 2023.  It 
is hoped the evens will run from midday until 4pm.  Keep an eye out for further 
publicity.” 
  
Next steps: To confirm the arrangements for the four Sunday afternoon sessions, 
including details of those who will be running the event, entertainment program, 
refreshments, and publicity.  Does the Parish Council wish to make a booking for the 
four afternoons or to book on a monthly basis dependent on take-up?  A resolution 
will be required for this which should also permit expenditure to be incurred. 
 

(g) Grant Application Village Green Committee –up to £150 
A request has been received for up to £150 to be split as follows: 
£60 to go towards a 2nd prize Christmas hamper 
£90 to go towards our winter planting programme  
 
Funding remaining in budget headings C3 “Public Celebration of Christmas”, is £50, 
and there is approximately £500 available from the Precept Reserve, heading A2.  
Therefore, the grant is affordable within the budgets available. 
 

(h) Reinstatement of Dene Hollow footpath to receive update and 
approve any additional action required 

A verbal report will be given at the meeting. 
 

(i) 20’s Plenty: to consider participation  
For discussion at the meeting. 
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(j) Derbyshire Fire & Rescue Service Our Plan 2023-2026 and Budget 
2023-2026 Consultation; to approve response 

This consultation runs for six weeks from Friday 2 December 2022 until Friday 13 January 
2023.  The consultation and associated documents are here, 
 

(k) Derbyshire Dales Local Plan Review – Consultation on Growth 
Options; to approve response 

The consultation closes at 5pm on Thursday 22nd December 2022.  The 
consultation documents are at: https://www.bdp.com/DerbyshireDalesLocalPlan/ 

 
(l) To approve payment to Royal British Legion in respect of poppy 

wreaths 
For formal approval at the meeting; three wreaths at £20 each.  (Budget heading C5 
will fund up to £55 of this). 
 

(m) To adopt revised national scales for Clerk’s pay, backdated to 1st 
April 2022 

The revised scales are available at: https://www.derbyshirealc.gov.uk/uploads/e02-
22-pay-agreement-2022-23-2.pdf?v=1667407859 
 
The nationally approved revised scale represents an across the board increase of 
£1/hour backdated to 1st April 2022, plus one days’ additional leave per annum from 
1st April 2023. 
 

11 Finance 
(a) Statement of Account 

The Parish Council’s account stood at £14,387.51 on 24th November 2022 (copied to 
members).  There are no items in transit. 
 

(b) To receive a report on any items of income 
2nd November 2022 Paying in reference 500023 Western Power Distribution 
Wayleave £7.61 
 

(c) Approval of payments 
Payments for approval issued following the last meeting: 

 Cheque Payee Amount VAT Total 

(i).  1748 Mr D Sturt  
Invoice 36 
2off Christmas Trees 
1off 18-ft, 1off 9-ft 

£200  £200 

(ii).  1749 TDP Ltd 
Invoice 106675  
3-off Dale Benches 

£1544.63 £308.93 £1853.56 

  Total £1744.63 £308.93 £2053.56 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.derbys-fire.gov.uk/community/have-your-say/consultations/consultation-our-plan-2023-26-and-our-budget-2023-24?utm_source=stakeholders&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=crmp-survey
https://www.bdp.com/DerbyshireDalesLocalPlan/
https://www.derbyshirealc.gov.uk/uploads/e02-22-pay-agreement-2022-23-2.pdf?v=1667407859
https://www.derbyshirealc.gov.uk/uploads/e02-22-pay-agreement-2022-23-2.pdf?v=1667407859
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Payments for approval 
 

 Cheque Payee Amount VAT Total 

(i).  1750 Royal British Legion 
(if approved above) 

£60  £60 

(ii).  1751 Holy Trinity Church 
Room Hire  
March – November 2022 

£90  £90 

(iii).  1752 Caretaker November Not for publication 

(iv).  1753 Clerk November Not for publication 

(v).  1754 Petty Cash Recharge £201.70  £201.70 

(vi).  1755 HMRC November Not for publication 

  Total   £1149.07 

 
(d) Risk Assessment/Budget Monitoring 

To receive budget monitoring sheets and to consider risk 
assessment/insurance implications for items approved this meeting 

Budget monitoring sheets have been copied to members.  Risk assessment to be 
confirmed at the meeting. 
 

 Website Statistics to 5th December 2022 
Unique visitors  5,802 year to date 
Visits    9,675 year to date 
Page views      27,034 year to date 
    43,241 over twelve months 

 


