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Middleton Parish Council 
Pride in Stone 

Chair: Cllr Peter Slack 
31, Chapel Lane,  

Middleton 
Matlock  

DE4 4NF 
Telephone (01629) 823 359 

peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk  

Parish Clerk: John Rowe 
1 Devonshire Villas, Upperwood Road, 

Matlock Bath, Matlock DE4 3PD. 
 

Telephone: 07717 137 526 
Email:clerk@middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk  

Web: www.middletonbywirksworth-pc.gov.uk 

 

A remote meeting of the Parish Council held  
on Monday 12th October 2020 at 6.45pm 

 
Minutes 

Non-confidential items 
 
4195/20  Present 

Cllr Dawn Greatorex, Cllr Tina Hymas-Taylor, Cllr David Morris, Cllr Peter Slack, 
Cllr Glynis Spencer 
 
DCllr Mike Ratcliffe, CCllr Irene Ratcliffe 
 

4196/20  To receive and accept apologies for absence 
None Received. 
 

4197/20  Chairman’s announcements 
Cllr Peter Slack welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Cllr Slack noted that, in 
view of the on-going COVID-19 pandemic, there will be a shortened 
Remembrance Sunday Service which is to be held on the Village Green rather 
than in Holy Trinity Church. 
 

4198/20  Variation of order of business 
It was not considered necessary to vary the order of business. 
 

4199/20  Declaration of Members Interests 
(a) To enable members to declare the existence and nature of any 

Disclosable Pecuniary Interests they have in subsequent agenda items, 
in accordance with the Parish Council’s Code of Conduct.  Interests 
that become apparent at a later stage in the proceedings may be 
declared at that time. 

Cllr Peter Slack recorded a non-pecuniary interest in minute 4206/20 (member 
of DDDC Planning Committee) and indicated he would leave the meeting whilst 
the matter was discussed. 
 
(b) To receive and approve requests for dispensation from members in 

which they have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest. 
None received. 

mailto:peter.slack@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
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4200/20  Items in Exclusion 
To consider whether any items should be considered in exclusion of the 
public and press 
It was not considered necessary to take any items “in exclusion”. 
 

4201/20  Responses to questions received about agenda items and reports from 
District and County Council  

(a) Responses to questions about agenda items 
No questions received. 
 
It was noted that DDDC has introduced a partial reinstatement of Public 
Participation at its meetings and this is something that the Parish Council may 
wish to examine reintroducing. 
 

(b) Report from County Councillor 
Cllr Irene Ratcliffe gave a report on matters at County.  On Streetscene issues 
Cllr Ratcliffe reported that there had been little further progress due to DCC 
Highways continuing to prioritise COVID-19 related work. 
 

(c) Report from District Councillor 
DCllr Peter Slack and DCllr Mike Ratcliffe gave a report on matters at District 
including: 

• A vote to ban the culling of badgers on District Council owned land 

• The setting up of a working group to examine the Biodiversity of Road 
Verges and Open Space 

• The approval of the launch of a Community Payback Scheme to tackle 
improvement projects in the District that the Council does not have the 
capacity to undertake. 

• The approval of the Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan which has 
been designed to ensure the authority becomes carbon neutral by 2030. 

 
At this point Cllr Irene Ratcliffe and DCllr Mike Ratcliffe left the meeting. 
 

4202/20  To approve the minutes of the meeting held Monday 14th September 2020 
Resolved: Minute 4192/20 (j), end of first sentence to add the words “site visit 
was arranged to investigate what is required.” 
Resolved: To approve the minute, as amended, as a correct record. 
 

4203/20  Clerk’s Report 
To approve Clerk’s Report on action taken since the last meeting 
Resolved: To approve the report. 
 

4204/20  Correspondence 
Resolved: To note receipt of items for information;  

Derbyshire Association of Local Councils Newsletter; September 2020 
HM Government leaflet: NHS Test and Trace; What you need to know 
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4205/20  Reports 
Cromford Quarry Liaison Committee 
Cllr Glynis Spencer gave a report on the recent CQLC meeting. 
Environmental Health had investigated two noise complaints, one at Slinter 
Quarry which was not considered to be a statutory nuisance and one at Dene 
Quarry which was attributed to air over-pressure. 
 
The footpath diversion around Dene Quarry was discussed, however the 
Tarmac Representative was not present.  There have been two instances of 
damage with signage taken down and site fencing moved.  Planners said this 
was not satisfactory.  Cllr Glynis Spencer has asked that the Committee 
ascertain from Tarmac the schedule for completion and the proposed date for 
reopening the footpath. 
 
Cllr Irene Ratcliffe expressed concern at the spillage of aggregates on the main 
road from vehicles leaving Slinter and Dene Quarries.  She had requested an 
article for local newsletters to raise awareness of plans and proposals for future 
developments. 
 
The Slinter Mining representative reported the completion of the new road and 
with the reduction in volume leaving the site less there is less dust.  Noise is 
being kept to a minimum with no pecking from the quarry face until after 0900, 
the site bund has been increased by 6-ft to help shield the noise and working 
has been in the lower deck to lessen the noise impact. 
 
Resolved: That the report be received. 
 
Village Green Committee 
The summer display on the Village Green remains vibrant therefore it has been 
decided to delay the winter planting until the end of the month. 
Resolved: That the report be received. 
 

4206/20  Planning 
Cllr Peter Slack declared the interest recorded at minute 4199/20 and withdrew 
from the meeting.  Vice Chairman Cllr Dawn Greatorex chaired the meeting. 
 
To approve responses to the Planning Authority on; 

(a) DDDC 20/00873/FUL Retention of domestic storage shed Land at 
The Old Barn, Rise End, Middleton by Wirksworth.  Applicant Cheryl 
Harris. 

Resolved: To raise no objection to the proposal, subject to Conservation Officer 
approval.  It is felt regrettable that this is a retrospective application. 
 

(b) 20/00909/FUL Conversion of stone barn to create holiday cottage 
Land to East of Longload Lane Middleton By Wirksworth.  Applicant: 
David Gayles. 

Resolved: To raise no objection to the proposal which is felt to be sympathetic 
to the vernacular. 

 
Cllr Peter Slack then returned to the meeting and resumed as Chair. 
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4207/20  Matters for decision 
(a) Co-option and casual vacancy to receive update 

The Clerk reported that two vacancies continue to be advertised on the Parish 
Council’s website.  The claimed poll for the remaining vacancy has been 
advertised on the website with a closing date of 29th October 2020. 
Resolved: That the update be received. 
 

(b) Rowans, Middleton Millennium Garden – to receive report 
The Clerk reported that a local contractor had been approached and that a 
quote of £300 for work to 6 rowans and three further trees had been received, 
with work able to start at the end of October/early November 2020. 
Resolved:  To approve the work at a cost of £300. 
 

(c) Streetscene Issues – to receive update 
See minute 4201/20 above. 
 

(d) To approve purchase of speed gun 
Cllr Irene Ratcliffe has offered to fund 50% of the cost of a speed gun from her 
Leadership Fund.  The Clerk noted that there had been no take-up to a request 
for volunteers to take part in Community Speedwatch in response to a notice on 
the Parish Council’s website. 
Resolved:  To defer to the agenda of the meeting to be held on  
11th January 2021. 
 

4208/20  Finance 
(a) Statement of Account 

The Parish Council’s account stood at £16,813.80 per statement 35 dated 17th 
September 2020 (copied to members). There are three cheques in transit (1607-
9) therefore the actual balance per the cashbook (also copied to members) is 
£16048.36. 
Resolved: To approve the Statement of Account. 
 

(b) Items of income 
Resolved: To note the following item of income: 

 Date  Payer Amount 
(i).  14th September 2020 Middleton Remembers £21.70 
  Total £21.70 

 
(c) Approval of payments 

Resolved:  To approve the following payments; 
 Cheque  Payee Amount VAT Total 

(i) 1610 Butler Cook Accountants £92 £18.40 £110.40 
(ii) 1611 Clerk Reimbursable 

Expenses 
£134.66 £26.45 £161.11 

(iii) 1612 Clerk September Not for publication 
(iv) 1613 HMRC September Not for publication 
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(d) Risk Assessment/Budget Monitoring 
To receive budget monitoring sheets and to consider risk 
assessment/insurance implications for items approved this meeting 

Resolved: To approve budget monitoring sheets.  No additional risk 
assessment or insurance items received. 
 

4209/20 . Date and time of next meeting 
The next scheduled meeting of the Parish Council is Monday 9th November 
2020 at 6.45pm.  The meeting is to be held remotely. 
The closing date for agenda items is 9.00am 9am Monday 2nd November 2020 
 
The meeting closed at 8.01pm 

 


