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Middleton Parish Council 
Supporting Document 

Monday 14th September 2020 
 

Paper copies of meeting documents have been forwarded to members 
 

Agenda 
Item 

Supporting Notes 

1 Apologies 
Apologies received will be given at the meeting. 
 

5 Items in Exclusion 
There is no recommendation to take any items in exclusion 
 

7 To approve the minutes of the meetings held Monday 13th July 2020 
Electronic copies have been forwarded to members.  For ease of reference, paper 
copies of have also been posted to members 
 

8 Clerk’s Report 
To approve Clerk’s Report on action taken since the meeting held on 
Monday 13th July 2020 
Responses to questions received about agenda items and reports from 
District and County Council 
Report from County Councillor  
Minute 4172/20(b) 
White lining and parking issues; followed up with DCC 20th July 2020 
 
Correspondence 
Minute 4175/20 
Trent Barton 6.1 bus service; actioned as minuted 14th July 2020 
Rowans, Millennium Garden; actioned as minuted 
Goodluck Mine; replied 24th July 2020 that no instances of graffiti had been noted 
 
Matters for Decision 
Minute 4177/20 (a) Casual Vacancy 
Deferred to the agenda of the 14th September meeting as instructed. 
Minute 4177/20 (b) Co-option 
The vacancies continue to be advertised on the Parish Council’s website. 
Minute 4177/20 (e) Annual Governance and Accountability Review 
Actioned as minuted. 
Minute 4177/20 (f) Calendar of Meetings 
Added to the website; all currently shown as remote meetings.  The Annual Parish 
Meeting which cannot be held remotely will be added when it becomes possible to 
hold physical meetings. 
Minute 4177/20 (g) Annual Report 
Actioned as minuted; put on website and sent to the Village Pump. 
Minute 4177/20 (h) Wildflower planting 
Actioned as minutes 
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Finance 
Minute 4178/20 (d) 
Six cheques issued as instructed. 
 

9 Correspondence; 
To note receipt of items for information;  

Derbyshire Association of Local Councils 
Newsletters; July, August 
 
Clerk’s & Councils Direct Issue 131 September 2020 
EVRA: Ecclesbourne Express No. 79 Summer 2020 
 

12 Matters for decision 
(a) Co-option and casual vacancy; to receive update and to approve action 

taken 
Casual vacancy; deferred from July meeting – a decision is required as to the 
advertising of the vacancy and potential co-option at a remote meeting of the Parish 
Council 
 
The existing vacancies continue to be advertised on the Parish Council’s website.   
 

(b) Roll of Honour – to make award 

Year Name(s) Year Name(s) 

2005 John Fox 2013 Dawn Greatorex 

2006 Kath Aylesbrook 2014 Brenda Hobson 

2007 Steven Pepper 2015 Jimmy Thompson 

2008 John Berrisford 2016 Ann and Rob Stamper 

2009 Louis Spencer 2017 Jane Monaghan 

2010 Daniel Punchard 2018 Dean Brown 

2011 Cheryl Ward 2019 Sandy Clark and Lucy Peacock 

2012 John Doxey   

 
Nominations received for the 2020 award will be given at the meeting. 
 

(c) Notice board to receive update 
A verbal report will be given at the meeting 
 

(d) To approve the use of photographs of councillors on the Parish Council 
website 

Brought to the agenda following a request by a member of the public.  The Council 
previously declined the use of photographs when the website was set up. 
 

(e) DALC Consultation for response to NALC on: 
Changes to the current planning system (DALC deadline for responses 15 
September) 
Planning for the future - the planning white paper (DALC deadline for 
responses 9 October) 
Transparency and competition: a call for evidence on data on land control 
(DALC deadline for responses 9 October) 

NALC supporting documents have been copied to members electronically. 
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907215/200805_Changes_to_the_current_planning_system_FINAL_version.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/907956/Planning_for_the_Future_web_accessible_version.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/transparency-and-competition-a-call-for-evidence-on-data-on-land-control
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(f) DDDC Weed spraying to confirm response 
DDDC is seeking the preferred option on the use of weed killer in the public realm 
“As you are aware DDDC sprays weeds around channel and kerbs on all adopted 
highways, pavements, the hard surfaced footpath network, council car parks, market 
places, and edges adjacent to and around walls, fencing, property lines, lamp posts 
and other obstacles and obstructions, passageways, segregated footpaths, splitter 
islands etc. We’ve had an increasing number of complaints or requests from 
residents to stop spraying the weeds, either for the benefit for wildlife or they are 
against the use of glyphosate. I am contacting all the parish and town councils to 
consult with them to see whether they wish to change the specifications or wish to 
leave it as it is. 
 
Currently the weeds are sprayed three times a year in April, July and October in the 
types of locations mentioned above. If the parish council wish to make any 
alterations to these specifications such as the number times the weeds are treated 
or if there are particular location they don’t want treated then please let us know. We 
will have to consult with DCC who are ultimately responsible for their management 
before we can implement these changes for 2021. Just so you are aware the 
Council is unable to eradicate weeds by hand so it would have to be chemical 
treatment.” 
 

(g) Website Accessibility Regulations – to receive report and to approve the 
way ahead 

A verbal report will be given at the meeting. 
 

(h) Middleton Remembers – to receive report 
A verbal report will be given at the meeting. 
 

(i) Middleton in Bloom 2019 Grant – to receive report on expenditure 
Middleton in Bloom have provided the following report: 
“Here is a summary of the expenditure from the grant given by the Parish Council for 
the maintenance of village assets: 
1.Water tank and down pipe for Millennium Gardens £69.72 
2.Paint,brushes and masking tape for Rise End telephone box.£33.50 
3.Millennium Gardens bench renovation £168.00 
 
Balance from £500: £228.78” 
 

(j) Rowans, Middleton Millennium Garden – to approve action taken 
A verbal report will be given at the meeting. 
 

(k) DALC Climate Emergency Workshop – next steps; to approve 
participation 

Received from DALC: 
“You may now be aware that we have set up a group for councils who are interested 
in taking forward the climate agenda. As part of this work we are working with 
Marches Energy Agency who have committed to provide some support and training 
to the parish and town council sector in Derbyshire. We already have 
representatives from a number of our member councils on our newly formed climate 
emergency group but would welcome members from other councils too, should you 
wish to nominate someone from your council. Marches Energy Group have designed 
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a survey to help them to target the appropriate support which has been sent to 
councillors/ clerks on the climate action group. However, we would also welcome 
responses from other councils. Therefore, as part of our campaign to co-ordinate a 
parish and town council response to the Climate Emergency, we’d really value your 
response to the survey linked below. 
 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/TT6WN5K 
 
Created by the Marches Energy Agency, in conjunction with DALC, it will help form 
the next steps in Derbyshire’s strategy – hopefully combining the efforts of councils 
at all levels with expert advice and guidance. 
 
We look forward to reading your comments and suggestions!” 
 

(l) Electoral Commission; DDDC Review of Electoral Ward Boundaries to 
approve response 

DDDC advise: “You will be aware that the Local Government Boundary Commission 
for England is currently reviewing the electoral boundaries for Derbyshire Dales 
District Council.  The Commission has accepted the Council’s submission on 
Council size, which will reduce the number of Ward Members from 39 to 34.  The 
next stage of the process is to redraw the Ward boundaries to ensure that the 
following statutory criteria are met: 

• To deliver electoral equality where each district councillor represents roughly 
the same number of electors as others across the district.  
• That the pattern of wards should, as far as possible, reflect the interests and 
identities of local communities.  
• That the electoral arrangements should provide for effective and convenient 
local government.  
 
The Commission will test proposals against the criteria before drawing up draft 
recommendations. Accordingly, all proposals should demonstrate how they meet 
the three requirements. The Commission will take decisions based on the 
strength of the evidence presented to it and not merely on assertion. For 
example, details of community interests such as the location and use made of 
local facilities, services and local organisations demonstrating how a community 
manifests itself, will carry greater weight than submissions that simply assert that 
an area has a community identity.  

The consultation can be accessed at https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/ 
 

(m) Streetscene Issues – to receive update 
A verbal report will be given at the meeting. 
 

(n) High Hedges/Fences 
A verbal report will be given at the meeting. 
 

(o) National Salary Award – to approve taking new scales into use with 
effect from 1st April 2020 

The National Joint Council for Local Government Services (NJC) has agreed the 
new pay scales for 2020-21 to be implemented from 1 April 2020, this equates to 
approximately a 2.75% increase. A 2% increase has been budgeted for in the 
precept. 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/TT6WN5K
https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/
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(p) To approve Clerk’s request for Annual Leave 
24th -28th August, 21st -25th September, 2nd October, 23rd, 24th, 31st December  
Statutory Days 29th, 30th December.  Remaining days to be notified. 
 

12 Finance 
(a) Statement of Account 

The Parish Council’s account stood at £17,117.54 per statement 34 dated 17th 
August 2020 (copied to members). There is 1 cheque in transit (1602) therefore the 
actual balance per the cashbook (also copied to members) is £16792.10. 
 

(b) Items of income 
 Date  Payer Amount 

(i).  30th June 2020 Middleton Remembers £27 
(ii).  17th July 2020 Middleton Remembers £13.50 
(iii).  28th July 2020 Middleton Remembers  £13.50 
(iv).  4th August 2020 Middleton Remembers  £100 

  Total £154.00 
 

(c) Approval of payments made since last meeting 
 Cheque Payee Amount VAT Total 

(i).  1602  Caretaker July Not for publication 
(ii).  1603  Clerk July Not for publication 
(iii).  1604  HMRC July Not for publication 
(iv).  1605  Came & Co Insurance £468.11  £468.11 
(v).  1606  Clerk Reimbursable 

Expenses 
£74  £74 

  Total    
 

(d) Approval of payments 
 Cheque  Payee Amount VAT Total 
(i).  1607 Caretaker August Not for publication 
(ii).  1608 Clerk August Not for publication 
(iii).  1609 HMRC August Not for publication 
  Total    

 
(e) Risk Assessment/Budget Monitoring 

To receive budget monitoring sheets and to consider risk 
assessment/insurance implications for items approved this meeting 

Budget monitoring sheets have been copied to members.  Risk assessment to be 
confirmed at the meeting. 
 

 Website Statistics to 7th September 2020 
Unique visitors  9,596 year to date 
Visits    15,080 year to date 
Pages viewed  32,479 year to date 
    40,299 over twelve months 

 


