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Middleton Parish Council 
Supporting Document 
Monday 13th July 2020 

 
Paper copies of meeting documents have been forwarded to members 

 
Agenda 

Item 
Supporting Notes 

1 To elect a chairman and to receive Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
This is the annual election of a chairman for the forthcoming year.  In the absence of 
a chairman being elected for the year it will be necessary to elect a chairman on a 
meeting by meeting basis. A copy of the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form is 
enclosed with the meeting pack. 
 

2 Revision of Standing Orders to facilitate remote meetings 
As per Standing Order 26a and the Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels 
(Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) 
(England and Wales) Regulations 2020,to make the following changes to Standing 
Orders until May 2021 or such time as the government revises or revokes the 
legislation: 

3e, f, g, h.  To approve the suspension of these standing orders 
3i ..A person shall notify the meeting when requesting to speak by means of 
raising  a hand.  
3s …Voting on a question will be by each councillor giving their vote verbally, 
one at a time 
17e Change the date from 30 June to 31st August. 

 
3 To receive and accept apologies for absence 

Apologies received will be given at the meeting 
 

8 Items in Exclusion 
There is no recommendation to take any items in exclusion 
 

10 To approve the minutes of the meetings held Monday 9th March 2020 
Electronic copies have been forwarded to members.  For ease of reference, paper 
copies of have also been posted to members 
 

11 Clerk’s Report 
To approve Clerk’s Report on action taken since the meeting held on 
9th March 2020 
Due to the restrictions imposed by HM Government to halt the spread of the 
coronavirus pandemic it has not been possible to progress some items 
 
Reports 
Minute 4158/20(b) 
Middleton in Bloom – diary item 
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Planning 
Minute 4159/20 
Three response made as minuted. 
Matters for Decision 
Minute 4160/20 (a) Co-option 
The vacancies continue to be advertised on the Parish Council’s website.  A 
response is awaited from DDDC on revisions to procedures during the current 
pandemic. 
 
Minute 4160/20 (b) Middleton Remembers 
End of Grant report and associated accounts have been submitted and approved. 
The Village Hall being closed by government restrictions mean it was not been 
possible to confirm a booking for 6-7pm Monday 11th May 2020.  The item is being 
held in abeyance until such time as restrictions ease. 
 
Minute 4160/20 (d) Roll of Honour 
In abeyance. 
 
Minute 4160/20 (e) Reduction in Trent Barton 6.1 bus service 
In abeyance.  Due to government restrictions and significant reductions in passenger 
numbers the 6.1 bus service north of Belper was suspended until 14th June 2020, 
therefore it did not appear appropriate to proceed with the article at the present time.  
Does Council still wish to continue with this item? 
 
Minute 4160/20 (f) EV Charge Point 
Deferred as minuted, however it should be noted that many DWT staff have been 
furloughed. 
 
Minute 4160/20 (g) Request to place an object in the highway 
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust has been asked to provide the exact location for the 
planters. A reply is awaited. 
 
Minute 4160/20 (h) Notice board 
In abeyance. 
 
Finance 
Minute 4137/20 (b) 
Six cheques issued as instructed. 
 

12 Correspondence; 
To note receipt of items for information;  

Derbyshire Association of Local Councils 
Newsletters March, April, May, June 2020 
 
Lloyds Bank “Your terms and conditions are changing” 
Clerks & Councils Direct issue 128 (March 2020), 129 (May 2020) 
Middleton COVID19 Support Group (contact details added to the website) 
Creative Play brochure Spring 2020 
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14 Matters for decision 
(a) Casual Vacancy 

A casual vacancy has arisen through the resignation of Cllr Olwen Wilson. 
DDDC has been notified and replied as follows: 
“We have been advising Parishes to hold off on advertising vacancies to ensure that 
as many people as possible have the opportunity to see them but, now that 
restrictions are easing, I think it’s really up to your Council to decide whether they 
want to go ahead or wait a bit longer (provided, of course, that they are 
quorate).  The guidance says as soon as practicable, which is open to interpretation 
I think.  With regard to appointing at virtual meetings, I don’t think this is an issue but 
it may depend on your process.  If you normally invite candidates in to be 
interviewed or make a presentation, then you would need to be sure that no one was 
disadvantaged by the need to join a virtual meeting.  It may be better to invite written 
submissions that can be circulated in advance and discussed at the meeting?” (15th 
June 2020) 
 
The vacancy has not yet been advertised, pending decision of Council. 
 

(b) Co-option; to receive update and approve action taken 
The existing vacancies continue to be advertised on the Parish Council’s website.   
 

(c) Caretaker;  
(i). To approve the Urgent Business Request issued 3rd March 

2020 (confirmation of contract for 2020-21). 
(ii). To approve request for unpaid leave and work cover 

arrangements 
To approve the action taken. 
 

(d) To approve the Annual Accounts, Supporting Notes and Asset Register 
for the year ending 31st March 2020 

Copies attached 
 

(e) Annual Governance and Accountability Return for the year ended 31st 
March 2020 

(i). To receive the Internal Auditor’s Report 
(ii). To set the dates for the exercise of public rights 

(iii). To approve the Annual Governance Statement 
(iv). To approve the Annual Accounting Statements  

Copies attached 
 

(f) Calendar of meetings 
No meeting in August 
Monday 14th September 
Monday 12th October 
Monday 9th November 
Monday 14th December 
Monday 11th January 2021 
Monday 8th February 
Monday 8th March 
Monday 12th April 
Monday 10th May 
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(g) Annual Report 
The following report on the work of the Parish Council has been drafted for the 
Parish Council website and Village Pump: 
 
“Middleton Parish Council Annual Report 2019-20 
I would like to thank all Councillors for their work on behalf of Middleton over the last 
year.  I would like to welcome Cllr David Morris, who was co-opted in March.  
Thanks are also due to our County Councillor, Irene Ratcliffe, our District 
Councillors, the Caretaker and the Parish Clerk. 
 
It has been another eventful year in the life of the Parish Council which has seen the 
culmination of the Middleton Remembers project. 
 
On Sunday 30th June 2019 Dedication of the Middleton Memorial took place on the 
Village Green.  The service was led by Canon David Truby and the memorial was 
unveiled by Robert Shields, Chairman of Longcliffe Quarries.  Four schoolchildren 
read out their poems inspired by WW1 workshops, also funded by the project.  Other 
guests included Alan Woods DL, Cllrs Mike and Irene Ratcliffe and Neil Beards of 
Tarmac.  There were approximately 150 members of the public in attendance. 
 
The date chosen was the Sunday closest to the 100th anniversary of the signing of 
the Treaty of Versailles which formally ended World War One. 
 
A book “Middleton Remembers” by Lucy Godfrey, commissioned by the Parish 
Council and funded by the National Lottery Heritage Fund, is available at £10 a copy 
or can be downloaded for free in pdf format from our website. 
 
In recognition of her huge commitment, zest and energy in bringing the Middleton 
Remembers Project to fruition Cllr Olwen Wilson was presented with the DALC 
Councillor of the Year Award. 
 
The Parish Council continues to take an active role in the community both within the 
village and beyond.  It is represented on the Carsington Water Liaison Group, 
Cromford Quarry Liaison Committee, Middleton in Bloom and the Village Green 
Committee. 
 
In 2019-20 we have given grant support to the Village Pump   We continue to 
believe that it is an essential part of village life and something Middleton should be 
remain extremely proud of.  Editions 424 onwards are available to download from 
the Parish Council website and there have been over one thousand downloads in 
the course of the year.   
 
We have also given support to Middleton in Bloom with a grant of £500. 
 
The Parish Council has been consulted on thirteen planning applications and two 
planning appeals. 
 
We have continued to raise concerns streetscene issues with Derbyshire County 
Council.  CCllr Irene Ratcliffe has funded a speed survey from her Leadership fund 
and met with senior officers to express our concerns. 
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For 2019-20 we have set a precept of £13,285, an increase of 3.75%. 
 
HM Government restrictions in response to the Covid-19 pandemic has meant that 
the Council has been unable to physically meet since March. 
 
In more normal times, the Council meets at the Village Hall at 6.45pm on the second 
Monday of the month and we thank the Village Hall Committee for its continued 
hospitality.  Members of the public are welcome to attend our meetings and may 
speak during Public Participation. 
 
The aftermath of the pandemic will undoubtedly bring its own challenges and we 
look forward to a time when it will be safe to lift the current restrictions.” 
 

(h) To approve wildflower planting on village verges 
 

14 Finance 
(a) Statement of Account 

The Parish Council’s account stood at £20,023.46 per statement 32 dated 17th June 
2020 (copied to members). There are 7 cheques in transit (1577 -1589 and 1592-
1595) therefore the actual balance per the cashbook (also copied to members) is 
£19,025.55. 
 

(b) Items of income 
FY 2019-20 

 Date  Payer Amount 
(i).  10th March 

2020 
DCC Leadership Fund £200 

  Total £200 
 
FY 2020-21 

 Date  Payer Amount 
(i).  30th April 2020 Precept £13,285 
(ii).  11th May 2020 Middleton Remembers  £13.50 
(iii).  12th May 2020 DCC Leadership Fund £100 
(iv).  14th May 2020 Middleton Remembers  £118.50 
(v).  15th May 2020 VAT Repayment 2019-20 £1,327.44 

  Total £14,844.44 
 

(c) Approval of payments made since last meeting 
 Cheque Payee Amount VAT Total 

(i).  1571  Spoiled -  - 
(ii).  1572  Daniel Hancock £200  £200 
(iii).  1573  HMRC March Not for publication 

(iv).  1574  Caretaker March Not for publication 

(v).  1575  Clerk March Not for publication 

(vi).  1576  Butler Cook Accountants £227 £45.40 £272.40 
(vii).  1577  Village Hall Room Hire £130  £130 
(viii).  1578  DALC 2020-21 

Subscription 
£257.88  £257.88 

(ix).  1579  2Commune (Domain 
renewal) 

£150 £30 £180 
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 Cheque Payee Amount VAT Total 
(x).  1580      
(xi).  1581  The Engraving Shop £41.83  £41.83 
(xii).  1582  Microsoft 365 £49.99 £10 £59.99 
(xiii).  1583  Kustom Design Printing £54.48  £54.48 
(xiv).  1584  DCC Speed Survey £183.75 £36.75 £220.50 
(xv).  1585  SGP Mower Strimmer 

Service 
£203.16 £40.63 £243.79 

(xvi).  1586  HMRC April Not for publication 

(xvii).  1587  Caretaker April Not for publication 

(xviii).  1588  Clerk April Not for publication 

(xix).  1589  Olwen Wilson (Middleton 
Remembers) 

£29.34  £29.34 

(xx).  1590  DALC Chairmanship 
Training 

£50  £50 

(xxi).  1591  Viking 
(Stationery/Stamps) 

£81.88 £6.11 £87.99 

(xxii).  1592  
Laptops Direct 

£570.79 £114.16 £684.95 

(xxiii).  1593  HMRC May Not for publication 

(xxiv).  1594  Caretaker May Not for publication 

(xxv).  1595  Mower Fuel £4.20 85p £5.05 
(xxvi).  1596  Clerk May Not for publication 
      

 
(d) Approval of payments 

 Cheque  Payee Amount VAT Total 
(i).  1596 Butler Cook Accountants £92 £18.40 £110.40 
(ii).  1597 HMRC Not for publication 

(iii).  1598 Caretaker Not for publication 

(iv).  1599 Clerk Not for publication 

(v).     1600 Petty Cash Reimbursement £70.25 £2.95 £73.20 
(vi).     1601 Internal Audit £130.10  £130.10 
      

 
(e) Risk Assessment/Budget Monitoring 

To receive budget monitoring sheets and to consider risk 
assessment/insurance implications for items approved this meeting 

Budget monitoring sheets have been copied to members.  Risk assessment to be 
confirmed at the meeting. 
 

 Website Statistics to 29th June 2020 
Unique visitors  8,421 year to date 
Visits    12,977 year to date 
Pages viewed  23,571 year to date 
    36,701 over twelve months 

 


