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F o r e w o r d  

This book was commissioned by Middleton Parish Council as part of the Middleton 
Remembers project, a community commemoration of the centenary of the end of the First 
World War.  The aim was to find out as much as possible about the soldiers of Middleton 
who served and died, gain some insights into life in the village at the close of the war and 
the years immediately afterwards, and create a tribute and focal point for future 
remembrance and reflection. 

Middleton Parish Council is indebted to Lucy Godfrey who has led, organised and written 
up the research from many contemporary sources and archives, as well as the findings of a 
group of volunteers.   The pen portraits are a real treasure and provide a moving insight into 
the families and life the soldiers left to go to war.  There are references to places and 
occupations long gone.  A number of surnames dominate and many descendants still live in 
the village.  Lucy has ensured their stories will also be known to future generations and new 
residents living in Middleton. 

This book complements a new memorial to mark the centenary and Middleton’s role in 
supporting the remembrance of those who died in the First World War.  Following the 
decision of the War Graves Commission to adopt a policy for war graves, the Hopton Wood 
Stone Firms Ltd. in Middleton produced over 100,000 headstones - sent to cemeteries all 
over the world.  Our new memorial on the Village Green, made from local limestone, links to 
two other replica headstones which were dedicated on Remembrance Day 2018; one at 
Steeple Grange Light Railway, formerly the mineral railway which carried the headstones 
away from the stone works; and one in the Memorial Gardens, Wirksworth.  The Middleton 
Memorial was dedicated on 30 June 2019, to mark the centenary of the signing of the 
Treaty of Versailles which settled new borders and laid down the conditions of peace, after 
four years of devastating fighting. 

Middleton Remembers also funded activities and visits for Middleton Primary School to 
support the pupils’ learning and research into the First World War.  This included poetry 
workshops to inspire their creative writing, some of which are interspersed in this document.  

The Parish Council hopes this book will encourage others to explore and build on this 
research.  The book will be placed on the Parish Council website and information will be 
added to when new materials come to light. 

The Parish Council would like to thank all who have supported and funded this project, 
particularly: 

The National Heritage Lottery Fund; Tarmac Landfill Communities Fund; County and District 
Councillors’ Local Community Fund; Better Derbyshire Dales Fund; Longcliffe Quarries 
Limited; Steeple Grange Light Railway; Wirksworth World War 1 Group; and Charity Plant 
Sales. 
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I n t r o d u c t i o n  

On the 4th August 1914, Great Britain slipped into war.  Millions of men responded to the 
Nation’s call and served overseas as regular soldiers, territorials, wartime volunteers and, 
by 1916, conscripts.   

There were horrendous casualties and sacrifices.  More than three quarters of a million 
men never returned and a huge number were wounded, went sick or had their futures 
changed forever.  The Commonwealth War Graves Commission holds the records of 
888,246 British and Colonial soldiers who lost their lives in the Great War.  Families, 
villages, towns and communities were torn apart; these men were someone’s father, son, 
brother, uncle, cousin, husband or friend. 

Forty men from Middleton-by-Wirksworth died in the First World War.  As a small village, 
these losses would have dramatically affected the community.  

Contained in this book are the names and biographies of Middleton men who served, 
fought and died.  There is also information about the men who served and returned 
following the end of the war.  The book is intended to be a memorial to those who were 
connected to Middleton and either lost their lives or returned, as well as briefly documenting 
village life both during and after the war. 

The men that died served largely as Privates and many had previously been employed in 
the quarrying, limestone or textile industries.  The majority of men from Middleton served 
with the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment, which had been 
formed in 1881 and was an Infantry Regiment of the British Army.  This regiment is often 
referred to as ‘Notts. & Derby’.  During the First World War the regiment raised thirteen 
Battalions for home service and twenty for foreign service; fighting at Gallipoli and North 
Italy as well as on the Western Front.  The Sherwood Foresters also served throughout the 
Second World War. 

The first Middleton soldier died on 2nd April 1915 and the last on 5th November 1918 (as 
well as one soldier dying in 1919 in Greece).  Middleton’s dead are buried across Europe 
and Asia; the majority in cemeteries in France and Belgium but two lie in Greece, one in 
Malta, one in Turkey and one in India.  Eight men were 19, the oldest was 45, and the 
average age was just 25. 

The unveiling of the original Middleton memorial tablet at the Holy Trinity Church, with the 
names of the soldiers who made the supreme sacrifice, is documented in the Belper News, 
7th May, 1920: 

‘A tablet of Hopton stone on a background of Coalhills black marble was executed by 
Middleton men in, of course, Middleton stone.  The tablet was surmounted by carved 
crossed rifles and a laurel wreath, the inscription being: - “To the glory of God and In 
memory of the following parishioners who gave their lives for their country in the Great War.  
Their names shall be held in everlasting remembrance. 1914-1918.” 
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The article describes how the Vicar, the Rev. J. Smaridge, gave a ‘feeling address’, in which 
he referred to the great sacrifice made by the men and the ‘great gap’ that had been left in 
the village. 

Middleton has a unique role in supporting the remembrance of those who died in the First 
World War.  Following the decision of the War Graves Commission to adopt a policy for war 
graves, the Hopton Wood Stone Firms Ltd. in Middleton produced over 100,000 
headstones that were sent to cemeteries all over the world.  This undertaking had a further 
impact on the community as it brought new workers to the village.  The Prince of Wales 
visited the quarry and stone works in 1928.  

The original criteria for determining the names that should go on the Middleton Memorial 
and the Roll of Honour (which was originally in the Primitive Methodist Church and is now at 
the Derbyshire Record Office) is unknown.  Some of the men were born in the village and 
remained there; some were born in the village but later moved away; some only came to be 
connected to the village through marriage and, for some, it has been difficult to discover 
any links at all to the village.  All those previously listed on the Middleton Memorial and the 
Roll of Honour have been included, along with men who meet the following three aspects: 
- Born in Middleton 
- Living in Middleton in 1911 and 
- Having their residence listed as Middleton on their Army Service Record. 

It is acknowledged that there are other men that served who, undoubtedly, had strong 
connections to the village in other ways.  Consequently, as many of these as possible have 
also been included in this publication to ensure their memory is also honoured.   

The amount of information found about individuals varies greatly and it has been impossible 
to exhaust all avenues in the time given; not least because of some records being 
destroyed when the buildings housing them were bombed during World War Two.   

Research is ongoing, meaning that the Parish Council will add to the on-line version of this 
document when new material comes to light.  Please get in touch via the website if you 
have details to share.  The information in this book is what has been discovered up to the 
time of printing.  Inevitably, there will be errors and omissions and sincere apologies are 
given for these.  Please note that throughout the publication, all references to Middleton 
relate to Middleton-by-Wirksworth. 

The legacy of the First World War is all around us, and this publication is intended to give 
an indication of what these men did to answer the Nation’s call.  It is dedicated to all the 
men and boys of Middleton who both gave and risked their lives during this conflict. 

‘We will remember them’ because we should never allow this extremely sad chapter of 
history to repeat itself again. 
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W a r  F a m i l y  

How are you Vera? 

Fine, thanks for asking. 

How’s it going in France? 

Not too bad, but I’m very tired. 

It’s no fun here in Britain. 

It’s no fun here either. 

How’s nursing going? 

Great but I’ve just seen 

The most horrendous injury. 

That’s horrible. 

I know, it was. 

My skin is crawling with lice today. 

Stop you’re making me itch. 

Sorry. 

I miss you. 

I miss you too. 

By Katie, Falcons Class, Middleton School 
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R e c o r d s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  s e r v e d :       
M e n  C o n n e c t e d  W i t h  M i d d l e t o n     

W h o  D i e d  

L e o n a r d  A d a m s  

Adams, Private - Leonard (42477) 

Born on the 5th March 1898, Leonard was the son of John and Avis Adams (nee Riley) of 
New Houses, Middleton.   

In 1901 he was enrolled at the village school.  By 1911 he was living with his parents and 
his siblings Robert (25), Emma (23), Avis (18), Florence (15) and Sarah Louise (11) at Main 
Street, Middleton.  He was working as a farm assistant. 

Leonard enlisted at Derby.  He served with the Lincolnshire Regiment (75487) and was 
transferred to the 2/8th (Ardwick) Battalion of the Manchester Regiment.  This Battalion was 
formed as a second line unit in August 1914 in Ardwick and landed in France in February 
1917.  The Division was involved in action on the Western Front including the Operations of 
the Flanders Coast, the Battle of Poelcapelle (today spelt Poelkapelle) and the Third Battle 
of Ypres (Passchendaele).  The latter is the battle in which the Germans used mustard gas 
for the first time in the war.  The British Army lost over 60,000 men. 

Leonard was ‘killed in action’ on the 9th October 1917, aged just 19 years old.  Like many 
men, he has no known grave, and is commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial in Belgium. 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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W i l l i a m  B e e s o n  B i r l e y  

Birley, Private - William Beeson (15106) 

William was born in Middleton on the 10th April 1895 to parents William Henry, a stone 
mason and Minnie Birley.  He was enrolled at the village school in 1899.   

In 1911 he was listed as an errand boy, living with his younger siblings, Sydney Edward 
(13), Doris (6) and Winnifred (6) at Chapel Lane, Middleton.  Prior to enlisting, he was 
working for the Hopton Wood Stone Firms Ltd. and he was apparently well known in 
sporting circles. 

William enlisted at Derby in September 1914 and served with the Sherwood Foresters 
(Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment, 10th Battalion, which had been formed that month.  
He went to France in July 1915 (the Battalion had moved to Boulogne on 14th July 1915), 
before returning to England that December, suffering with trench feet.  

In The Derbyshire Courier, March 1916, he was reported to be back in England suffering 
from frostbite.  In September 1916 he once again, returned to France.   

William was ‘killed in action’ on the 4th April 1917, aged 22, and is commemorated at 
Thiepval Memorial, France.   
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Shortly after this date, the British opened the Battle of Arras, intending to force the Germans 
to withdraw troops from the Aisne River sector of the Western Front, which was about to be 
attacked by the French under General Robert Nivelle. 

In a letter to his family, William’s Company Commanding Officer wrote, 

’I am very sorry to inform you that your son was killed in action 4th April, whilst on outpost 
duty.  He was killed instantaneously; shot through the head.   

Your son was a gallant soldier and died doing his duty to his king and his country - a true 
soldier’s death.   

Your loss is shared by the officers, N.C.O.s and men of this company and you have my 
deepest sympathy in your terrible loss.  Your son was buried near Headecourt, Somme.’ 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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J o h n  Y a t e s  B r o o k s  

Brooks, Private - John Yates (24731) 

John was born in Bonsall on the 10th August 1891 and in 1901 lived there with his 
grandparents at Marl House.   

By 1911 John was living on Main Street, Middleton, with his Aunt and Uncle (John and Anne 
Battersley) and his brother, Edward.  At this time, he was working in a cotton factory, having 
previously attended the village school (listed in the 1897 Admission Register). 

John was a Private with the 11th (Service) Battalion Manchester Regiment.  This Battalion 
formed at Ashton Under Lyme in August 1914.  It is not known exactly when John enlisted, 
though it must have been early on, as he ‘died of wounds’ on the 8th August 1915, age 24, 
whilst in Gallipoli.   

John is buried at Pietra Military Cemetery in Malta. 

Around this date, the British had launched an assault on Suvla Bay on the north of the 
peninsula adjacent to the original landing beach at Ari Burna.  This was an attempt to break 
the deadlock at Gallipoli.  The 11th Battalion had sailed from Liverpool on the 30th June 
1915, going via Mudos to Suvla Bay, disembarking on the 6th August. 

The landing of British and Australian troops at Gallipoli was disastrous and over 50,000 
British, Australian and New Zealand troops died of wounds or disease there. 

He was awarded the 1914/15 Star, the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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T h o m a s  B r o o k ( e ) s  

Brook(e)s, Private - Thomas (15107) 

Thomas (nicknamed ‘Kem’) was born in Middleton on the 20th January 1890; the son of 
Thomas, a limestone quarry delver, and Mary Elizabeth Brooks.  In 1893 he was enrolled at 
the village school.  The family were living at Main Street in 1911 along with Thomas’s 
brother, Charles Robert Brooks.  At this time, Thomas Jnr. was a limestone quarry man 
employed by the Ible Basalt Company, Via Gellia. 

Thomas enlisted at Derby and initially served with the 10th Sherwood Foresters.  He was 
then transferred to the 12th (Service) Battalion (Pioneers) Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham 
and Derbyshire) Regiment, on account of his technical skill.   

This Battalion had been formed at Derby on the 1st October 1914 and they landed in 
France on the 29th August 1915.   

Thomas was ‘killed in action’ on the 17th June, 1916, aged 27 (having been on the front line 
for 10 months) along with Privates Frank Gratton and Arthur Goodall (all three were buried 
together).   

He is buried in Dranoutre Military Cemetery, Belgium.   
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17th June, 1916



In the Belper News of 30th June 1916, it was reported that Thomas had, 

‘…succumbed from the effects of asphyxiating gas.  He…was a well-known local footballer, 
playing with the Matlock and district league for both Middleton and Slaley.’ 

However, on the 21st July 1916, the same newspaper reported that a letter had been sent 
from Sergeant E. Allen to Miss Prince (who might have been Ruth Ethel Prince, daughter of 
the Rev. J. Prince of Wirksworth) regarding the death of Private Thomas Brooks, 

‘I now make it my duty to answer your letter of the 30th June.  I saw in the paper that Tom 
and his other two comrades were killed by gas.  I might tell you they were not gassed: they 
were all hit by a shell in the bombardment, which followed the gas.  They did not suffer any 
pain and I can assure you that Tom was laid to rest very comfortably, and every available 
man of his company followed to the graveside.  I may tell you he was very much missed, as 
he was so well known, he being a player in the battalion football team. I have got Tom’s 
belt, but I was not able to get anything else, so I will send on to you during the week.' 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal.   
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J o s h u a  B u c k l e y  

Buckley, Rifleman - Joshua (4938) 

Joshua was born in September 1882 in Middleton to parents Thomas and Ruth Buckley 
(nee Fearn).  By 1911 he was living at Main Street, Middleton, with his wife, Hilda Louisa 
(nee Alesbrook) from Bonsall, and their daughter, Iris Buckley, who had been born in 1909.   

Joshua, a limestone quarry man, and Hilda married on the 23rd December 1908 at St. 
James’ Church, Bonsall.  By 1915 the couple had had another child. 

In November 1919 Hilda re-married (Harry Doxey). 

Joshua enlisted at Derby in 1914 and served as a Rifleman with the 1st Battalion King’s 
Royal Rifle Corps.   

On the 21st September 1914 he was listed as ‘wounded’ by a piece of shrapnel going 
through his cheek and coming out of his neck.  He was admitted to No.5 General Hospital, 
Leicester, for an operation and later came home to Middleton to regain his strength.  His 
recovery must have taken some time, as he did not return to the trenches until Easter 1915.  

As detailed in the Derbyshire Courier, Joshua fought at Mons, the Battle of The Marne and 
Aisne, 

‘He was one of the great little army who took part in the retreat from Mons and was 
wounded on the Aisne.’ 

At Mons in 1914, the British Expeditionary Force met General Alexander von Kluck’s 
German First Army on the final of the encounter of the ‘Battle of the Frontiers’.  Although 
outnumbered, the British were able to repulse the first German attack with high-volume rifle 
fire.  The Battle of the Marne (along the Marne River, between Paris and Verdun) began in 
September 1914 and had six main phases.   

The Derbyshire Courier reported another wound for Joshua in the summer of 1915; caused 
by a bursting shell that buried him.  He was treated in a French hospital and, once again, 
came home to Middleton to aid his recovery. 

Joshua died on the 19th November 1916, aged 34.  He is buried in Bois-Guillaume 
Communal Cemetery, France.  Local newspapers cite two different causes of death - 
pneumonia and meningitis - but both confirm that he died at the General Hospital, Rouen.   

A memorial service at Middleton Church was held for Joshua on the 6th December 1916.  
He was evidently very popular as well as being a well known footballer with the Matlock and 
District League. 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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J o h n  F r e d e r i c k  D o x e y  

Doxey, Private - John Frederick (325664) 

John Frederick Doxey was the son of Daniel (a limestone quarryman) and Annie Doxey of 
Water Lane.  John was born in Middleton on the 7th June 1892 and he attended school in 
the village from 1895.   

In 1911, he was living with his parents, his two sisters (Ada and Harriet), his brother, Daniel, 
and his cousin, Henry.  He worked as a cotton spinning room mill hand at Masson Mill.  It 
appears likely that he was the Secretary of the Middleton Junior Friendly Society (1912) 
and, later, a member of the Derby Midland Order of Oddfellows at Bolehill.  He also played 
football for the Congregational Football Club, Middleton. 

John enlisted at Matlock, serving with the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and 
Derbyshire) Regiment before being transferred to the 2nd Battalion, Royal Scots (Lothian 
Regiment). 
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John Frederick Doxey, The Derbyshire 
Courier, April 1918



He was ‘killed in action’ on the 12th April 1918, aged 28, and he is commemorated on the 
Ploegsteert Memorial, Belgium.   

The Royal Scots were based in Plymouth.  In 1918, the 2nd Battalion were in action on the 
Somme, in the Battle of Lys, the Battle of Hindenburg Line and the Battle of the Selle.   

It seems likely that John would have died fighting along the Lys River. 

An article in the Derbyshire Courier, 1st June 1918, reported on John's death, 

‘A former member of Middleton Congregational Football Club, Private John F. Doxey, Royal 
Scots, has been missing since 7th April.  

Son of Daniel Doxey of Main Street, he worked at Masson Mill before enlisting.’ 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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P e r c y  F r e n c h  D o x e y  

Doxey, Private - Percy French (49361) 

Born in Middleton on the 23rd December 1898, Percy was the son of John (the manager of 
a stone quarry) and Jane Doxey of Chestnut House, Water Lane.   

In 1901 he was still living at Water Lane with his ten siblings and, by 1911, he was recorded 
as being a 12 year old school boy, at the same address, along with seven of his siblings. 

After enlisting at Wirksworth, Percy served as a Private with the 2nd Battalion, Lincolnshire 
Regiment.   

He was ‘killed in action’ on the 18th September 1918, aged just 19.  Percy is 
commemorated on the Vis-En-Artois Memorial, France.  At this time, his parents are 
recorded as still living at Chestnut House, Middleton. 

In 1918 Percy’s Battalion were involved with The Battle of St Quentin, The First and Second 
Battle of Bapaume, The Battle of Messines, The Second Battle of Kemmel, The Battle of 
the Aisne 1918, The Battle of Albert, The Battle of Epehy, The Battle of the St Quentin 
Canal, The Battle of Cambrai 1918 and The Battle of the Selle.  

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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F r e d e r i c k  F e a r n  

Fearn, Gunner - Frederick (8197) 

Frederick was born in Middleton on the 22nd May 1892; the son of Frederick Snr., a coal 
miner and mineral merchant, and Sarah Fearn.   

He attended Wirksworth County School.  By 1911, the family, including Frederick Jnr.’s 
brother, Joseph, were living at 6, Steeple Grange. 

Frederick worked as a labourer and married Sarah Hannah Jepson, from Middleton, on the 
28th September 1912.  Their son, Frederick, was born on the 11th February 1915, and he 
grew up to be a limestone quarry labourer living in Wirksworth. 

Gunner Frederick Fearn enlisted at Wirksworth and served with the 101st Company, Royal 
Garrison Artillery, who were equipped with many large weapons including Howitzers and 60 
Pounder heavy field guns.   

Frederick died in India on the 13th March 1917, aged 24, and is commemorated on the 
Delhi Memorial, India and buried at the Karachi (Manora) Cemetery, Sind, India.   

The Asiatic Theatre of War began in January 1916 and involved the frontier regions of India. 

The 101st Company of the Royal Garrison Artillery was part of the Divisional Artillery based 
in Quetta before moving to Karachi in March 1916.   

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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A r t h u r  G o o d a l l  

Goodall, Private - Arthur (15110) 

Arthur was born in Wirksworth on the 4th February 1894.  In 1911 he was working as a 
limestone quarry delver and living with his parents, John and Georgina Goodall, at Main 
Street, Middleton (having previously resided at Water Lane in 1901).   

Arthur was living with his four siblings, ranging in age from 27 (Joseph) to 14 years old 
(Sam), and his brother’s two daughters, May (3) and Doris (1).  He had attended school in 
the village from 1897.   

At the time of his death in 1916, his parents are recorded as living at The Green, Middleton.  

The 1939 Register recorded his father, John, as being widowed (Georgina died in 1925) 
and living with members of the Spencer family at Bole Hill. 

Arthur enlisted at Derby and served as a Private with the 10th Sherwood Foresters 
(Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment - B Company, 17th Division.  The 10th Battalion 
was formed at Derby in September 1914 and moved to Winchester in June 1915.  They 
landed in Boulogne in July 1915.   

The Battalion joined the 51st Brigade in the 17th (Northern) Division, and were involved in 
fighting at the Bluff (the south east of Ypres on the Comines Canal), known as the ‘Actions 

16

Private Arthur Goodall, The Derbyshire Courier, 1915



of Spring 1916’.  This consisted of a number of phases, including the Battles of the Somme, 
1916. 

In November 1915 Arthur was admitted to hospital in Winchester suffering with trench feet 
and in the December it was reported that he was suffering with frost bite.  He was ‘killed in 
action’ on the 17th June 1916, aged 22 (along with his fellow Middleton soldiers, Francis 
Gratton and Thomas Brooks).   

He is buried in Dranoutre Military Cemetery, Belgium.   

The Belper News of the 30th June, 1916, included the news of Arthur’s death in their report 
titled, ‘Middleton’s Black Week - Three Men Fatally Gassed’, 

‘Pte. Arthur Goodall, single, is a son of Mr and Mrs John Goodall, who are well known 
residents in the locality.   

He had previously been wounded and had been sent to England on another occasion with 
trench foot. He was an employee of the Hopton Wood Stone Firm.’ 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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S a m  H a r r y  G o o d a l l  

Goodall, Private - Sam ‘Harry’ (307704) 

Arthur’s brother, Sam, was born on the 2nd July 1896 in Middleton.  He also attended 
school in Middleton (enrolled as ‘Harry Goodall’).  In 1911, he was working as a cotton 
packer in a factory and living at Main Street, Middleton, with the rest of his family.  

Unlike his brother, Sam enlisted at Wirksworth.  He served as a Private with the 11th 
Battalion Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment, which had been 
formed in Derby in 1914 and landed in Boulogne on the 27th August 1915.   

Sam ‘died of wounds’, nearly a year and a half after his brother, on the 16th September 
1917.  Sam is commemorated on the Tyne Cot Memorial, Belgium.  

In a report in the Derbyshire Courier of September 1917, Sam’s Captain is reported to have 
said that,  

‘Private Harry Goodall, Sherwood Foresters, has been killed in action.  Formerly employed 
at Clay Cross Foundry. Only 14 months ago his brother Arthur was killed.  Another brother, 
Sgt. Joseph Goodall, is serving in France.…he was killed instantaneously and would, in all 
probability, know nothing whatsoever about it.’  

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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F r a n c i s  G r a t t o n  

Gratton, Private - Francis (15104) 

Francis was born in Middleton on the 5th February 1883, to Francis, a plate layer, and 
Hannah Gratton of New Road, Middleton.  By 1901, Francis Jnr. was also working as a 
plate layer (having attended school in the village).  A plate layer was a trackman; a railway 
employee whose job it was to inspect and maintain railway installations.   

In 1911 he was listed as working as a limestone quarry man/delver and was an employee of 
the Hopton Wood Stone Firms.  At this time, his sister, Sarah Elizabeth, a wool comber, 
also lived at the family home.   
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Pte. Francis Gratton,              
Belper News, 1916



Francis had two older brothers; William, who was a fireman on the Midland Railway and 
Joseph, a labourer, as well as a younger brother, James, who was boarding at a house in 
Derby by 1911. 

Three years after the death of Francis Jnr., his father was killed by a travelling crane whilst 
at work as a plate layer in the employment of the Hopton Wood Stone Firms Ltd.  An article 
in the Derbyshire Advertiser and Journal, 21st March 1919, describes the tragic accident, 

‘Gratton and a man called Melbourne had loaded a wagon of slack at the sidings and had 
attached it to a travelling crane to be drawn to the weighing machine…the witness saw 
Gratton being gripped by the crane.’  

Francis enlisted in Derby in 1914 and served with the 12th Battalion Sherwood Foresters 
(Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment, the same Battalion as Arthur Goodall.   

Francis was reported in the Belper News of June 30th 1916, as being one of the first in the 
village to respond to Mr. F. C. Arkwright’s appeal for recruits in the earliest stages of war. 

‘Killed in action’ on the the same day as Arthur Goodall (the 17th June 1916), aged 33, he, 
too, is buried in Dranoutre Military Cemetery, Belgium.  Francis would have worked with 
Arthur at the Hopton Wood Stone Firms, so it seems very probable that the two men were 
close friends.   

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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W i l l i a m  G r a t t o n  

Gratton, Private - William (27906) 

Born in Wirksworth on the 10th July 1883, William was living with his grandparents, Robert 
and Mary Gratton, at Green Hill, Wirksworth in 1891.   

By 1901, he was no longer living with his grandparents, but was still at Green Hill (no. 80) 
with his parents and his one year old sister, Mary Hallows.  William attended school in 
Wirksworth.  

In 1911 he was working as a railway plane man and lived with his wife, Minnie (whom he 
married in 1909) and their two year old daughter, Nellie, at 81 Green Hill, Wirksworth.   

Minnie was born in Cromford in 1881 and was listed as being widowed on the 1939 
Register.  Minnie died in 1969 when she was living at 34, Green Hill.  She outlived their 
daughter by four years.  

William enlisted at Matlock and served as a Private with the 15th Battalion, Sherwood 
Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment.   

The 15th Battalion was raised in Nottingham as a ‘Bantam Battalion’.  This meant that men 
who would otherwise be excluded for being shorter than 5 foot 3 inches and/or having a 
chest measurement of less than 34 inches could join up.   

The Battalion proceeded to France in February 1916, and the division concentrated on the 
east of St. Omer.  William would have been involved in the British offensive at Somme at 
this time, as it began on the 1st July.   

Between the 14th and 20th July 1916, four British divisions, preceded by a short barrage, 
took 400 German prisoners along with the villages of Longeuval and Bazentin-le-Petit.  

William ‘died of wounds’ on the 20th July 1916, aged 33, and is buried in Peronne Road 
Cemetery, Maricourt, France.   

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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J o h n  A n t h o n y  H a l l  

Hall, Private - John Anthony (302069) 

John was born in Middleton on the 15th September 1895 to parents, John Thomas and 
Emily Hall of Water Lane, Middleton.  By 1911 he was listed as being a labourer and living 
with his brother, Samuel Robert, and their sisters, Sarah Jane Doxey, Emma and Beatrice 
May. 

John enlisted at Derby in 1916 and he served with the 9th Battalion, Royal Scots (Lothian 
Regiment).  On the 20th July of the following year, he died in France from ‘intestinal 
obstruction’.   

The 9th Battalion Royal Scots were involved with the Battle of Arras in the April and May of 
1917 as well as the Third Battle of Ypres (Passchendaele), which began at the end of July.  
He is buried in Mendinghem Military Cemetery, Belgium.  

His parents and siblings posted a tribute to John in the Derbyshire Courier, 26th July, 1919,   

‘In ever loving memory of our dear son, Private John Anthony Hall, 9th Royal Scots, who 
died 20th July, 1917, at No.63 Casualty Clearing Station, France, aged 21 years and 10 
months.  

When we last saw his smiling face, he looked so strong and brave, we little thought how 
soon he would be laid in a foreign grave. We cannot clasp thy hand, dear one.  Thy face we 
cannot see.  But let this little token show we still remember thee’. 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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S a m u e l  J a m e s  H a l l o w s  

Hallows, Gunner - Samuel James (70247) 

Samuel was born in Middleton on the 7th April 1897.  He was the son of John Thomas, a 
marble quarry labourer, and Mary Hallows, who were living at Hill Side by 1911, along with 
their two older daughters.  At age 14, Samuel was working as a limestone quarry labourer. 

Samuel enlisted at Wirksworth and served with the 17th Battalion Sherwood Foresters 
(Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment.   

He was ‘killed in action’ on the 27th September 1917, aged 20, and is commemorated on 
the Tyne Cot Memorial, Belgium.  The Belper News of Friday 26th October, 1917 reported 
that, 

‘The deceased was working his gun when he was struck by a shell, and he died 
immediately whilst laying across his gun.  

Deceased, who was 20 years of age, had been in France 16 months, and was employed, 
up to enlisting, at the Hopton Wood saw mills’. 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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W i l l i a m  K i r k  H a l l o w s  

Hallows, Private - William Kirk (2160) 

William was born in Middleton on the 24th November 1896, to parents, Herbert (a railway 
engine stoker) and Ann Jane Hallows, of 35 Rise End, Middleton.  In 1911 he was working 
as a brick maker’s carrier for Swann, Ratcliffe and Co. Harborough Brickworks, near 
Brassington, and living with his eight siblings.   

William played football with Middleton Congregational F.C. and was also a member of the 
Forget Me Not Lodge of Oddfellows, Manchester Unity, Wirksworth.  At the time of his 
death, in 1917, his parents are recorded as living at the Engine House, Middleton. 

William enlisted at Wirksworth and served with the 1/6th Battalion, Sherwood Foresters, 
who were formed in Chesterfield in August 1914.  He died at the 20 Casualty Clearing 
Station, France, on the 30th August 1916, with severe wounds to his back and chest, 
inflicted on the 18th August.  He was aged just 19.  He is buried in Warlincourt Halte British 
Cemetery, Saulty, France. 

The Derbyshire Courier of 12th September 1916 included a tribute to William, 
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‘He was a member of a Lewis Gun Team and had seen continuous fighting since 
proceeding abroad. He was a member of the Wirksworth Company of Territorials before the 
war and was mobilised with them.  It is sad that he was never permitted to return to 
England on leave since first crossing the Channel; he’d been wounded previously by 
shrapnel in the head’.  

The Derbyshire Times of Saturday, September 9th, 1916, also reported on William’s death, 

“In comparison with villages of a similar size the village of Middleton-by-Wirksworth has 
already suffered severely in the number of the soldiers who have given their lives for their 
country during the present war. This week news has been received that Private William K. 
Hallows died in a Casualty Clearing Station on the 30th August. Private Hallows was aged 
19 years, single and was mobilised with the Sherwood Foresters (T.F.) on the outbreak of 
the war and proceeded with those to France.  At the time of his wounding he was a member 
of the Lewis gun section and he was shot in the chest and back . . .”. 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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G e o r g e  H e n r y  H o d g k i n s o n  

Hodgkinson, Sergeant - George Henry (16312) 

Although George was born in Middleton in 1882, to parents George Henry and Millicent 
Hodgkinson, by 1911 he was boarding at the home of Florence Shardlow of Revell Street, 
Clay Cross, Derbyshire, and working as an iron foundry blacksmith with the Clay Cross 
Company.  His brother, Charles William, was also boarding at this location. 

George enlisted at Coventry and served as a Sergeant with the D Battery, 91st Brigade, 
Royal Field Artillery.  He was ‘killed in action’ on the 1st December 1917, aged 35.   

He is commemorated on the Cambrai Memorial, France. 

A report of George’s death appeared in the Derbyshire Times, 29th December 1917, 

‘The death in action of Srgt. G. Hodgkinson R.F.A., son of the late Mr and Mrs G. H. 
Hodgkinson.  Formerly a blacksmith with the Clay Cross Company and resided with Mrs 
Shardlow, Revell Street, up until 5 years ago when he went to Coventry. He had done 8 
years in the Territorials at Clay Cross and promptly joined up in 1914.’ 

In the same article, it says that following his death, George’s Battery Major wrote a letter to 
George’s sister, stating that he was killed by a shell whilst asleep under a tarpaulin.  He was 
buried the same afternoon and a cross erected to his memory by his comrades. 

‘His loss is felt very keenly by all ranks.  Personally, I had known him for nearly a year, and 
he was absolutely reliable and a first class N.C.O.   

He had lately been in charge of the men at branch head quarters and the Colonel wrote to 
me specially to tell your brother how well he had done his work.’ 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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N o r m a n  H o w a r d  

Howard, Private - Norman (75967) 

Norman was born in Middleton on the 11th September 1896, the son of William, a baker, 
and Elizabeth Howard of Chapel Lane.   

In 1911 he was attending school in the village and lived with his brother Edward (aged 26), 
who was an unemployed policeman, and his sister, Edith (aged 21). 

Norman served with the 1/1st Derbyshire Yeomanry (Company A).     

The 1/1st Derbyshire Yeomanry mobilised in 1914 and moved to Salonika in February 
2016.  Norman died in Salonika on the 22nd March, 1919, aged 22, having been admitted 
to the 28th General Hospital.  He is buried in Mikra British Cemetery, Kalamaria, Greece. 

Although the 11th November 1918 armistice ended the First World War, it did not bring 
peace to Europe and fighting continued on in some places. 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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G e o r g e  K e n w o r t h y  

Kenworthy, Private - George (1393) 

George was born in 1890 to parents, James Graham, a farmer, and Sarah Ann Kenworthy 
of Wigley Meadow Farm, Ivonbrook Grange.  In 1911 he was working there as an assistant 
farmer.  In 1913 he married Mary Dooley of Lilies Inn, Wirksworth, in Bakewell.  At the time 
of his death, George was listed as residing at Via Gellia. 

George enlisted at Wigley Meadow and served with the Derbyshire Yeomanry.  He was 
‘killed in action’ on the 21st August 1915, aged 25 and is commemorated on the Helles 
Memorial, Turkey. 

George served with the Household Cavalry and Cavalry of the Line (including Yeomanry 
and Imperial Camel Corps).   

In August 1915 the Derbyshire Yeomanry were sent to Gallipoli, landing at Suvla.  Two to 
three days later (on the 21st August), the regiment was involved in the advance across from 
Lala Baba to Chocolate Hill.  Action losses amounted to 78 and 28 men were killed. 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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G e o r g e  K i l l e r  

Killer, Private - George (60427) 

George Killer was born in 1879, the son of Adam and Anne Killer of 11, Rise End.  George’s 
father died in 1892, very shortly after the birth of George’s brother, William.   

In October 1904, George married Ethel Howard at the Church of St. Alkmund, Derby, and in 
1911 they were living in Middleton with two daughters,  Mervyn May and Joyce.  Their third 
daughter, Edith, was born in November 1914.  

Following George’s death, Ethel received a widow’s pension of £1 6s 8d, with a children’s 
allowance of £1 3s 6d. 

George enlisted at Wirksworth in 1914 and served with the Sherwood Foresters 
(Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment, 2nd Battalion.    

He was ‘killed in action’ on the 29th April 1917 and is buried at the Dud Corner Cemetery, 
Loos-en-Gohelle, Department du Pas-de-Calais, Nord-Pas-de-Calais, France. 

The War Diary of the Sherwood Foresters on the day of George’s death noted, ‘At 2am, 
night of 28/29, the 7th West Yorks on our left raided the enemy’s lines.  The retaliation on 
our front was very heavy, in particular in A&D Company fronts. One Lewis gun and a team 
of a comp. was entirely done in, 4 men being buried and killed. We had 30 odd casualties in 
the last 2 days…’ 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal.  
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with his wife, Ethel, and three daughters: Mervyn May, Joyce and Edith



L e o n a r d  K i l l e r  

Killer, Private - Leonard (200193) 

Leonard Killer was born in Middleton in January 1894.  The son of William, a limestone 
polisher and book-keeper, and Sarah (who had been born in Newark, Nottinghamshire), 
Leonard started his schooling in the village in 1897.  However, by 1901 the family had 
moved to Derby and he later attended St. John’s School in the city.  In 1911, the family 
address was 61 Agard Street, Derby and Leonard was working as a stove and grate fitter. 

Leonard joined the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment in 
November 1914 and was a Private with the B Company, 1st/5th Battalion, who were based 
at the Royal Drill Hall, Becket Street, Derby.   
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Leonard Killer in his military uniform



The Belper News of 26th April 1918 reported that Leonard’s father, of Duffield, had received 
notification of his son’s death on March 29th.  He was ‘killed in action’.  Leonard, who had 
been working for the Russell Foundry in Derby prior to joining the army,  had been wounded 
four times and had only returned to France a month earlier, following furlough (leave of 
absence). 

Leonard’s effects was returned to his mother; he had been Sarah and William’s eleventh 
and final child, and the fifth to pre-decease them.  In 1918 they were living at 182 Uttoxeter 
Road, Derby. 

Leonard was buried at the Aix-Noulette Communal Cemetery, Pas de Calais, France. 

He was awarded the 1914/15 Star, the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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Leonard Killer with an unidentified friend



 

Many thanks to David Killer for supplying information and photographs relating to Leonard 
and George Killer. 
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Leonard’s Battalion (the 1st/5th Sherwood Foresters) going to war



J o s e p h  L a m b  

Lamb, Private - Joseph (G/7106) 

Joseph was born in Middleton on the 4th September 1889 to parents, Joseph (a limestone 
quarry labourer from Portsmouth, d.1933) and Elizabeth Lamb (nee Wheeldon).   

He attended school in the village from September 1892 and in 1901 the family were living at 
Hill Side.  Joseph Jnr. also worked as a limestone quarry labourer at Hopton Wood Stone 
Firms Ltd.  Prior to enlisting, Joseph was employed by the Buxton Lime Firms Ltd.  

In 1911 Joseph lived with his parents and five sisters - most of whom worked as cotton 
spinner winders - at Main Street.  He also had a brother, who was employed by the LMS 
Railway at Crewe.  For several seasons Joseph was, according to the February 1916 
Derbyshire Times, a member of the Middleton Cricket Club and, ‘one of the best bowlers in 
the team.’   

Joseph Snr.’s parents lived in St. Helier and the family had moved to Lincolnshire before he 
came to Middleton at the age of 20 to reside with his sister, Mrs Killer.  He worked for 
Messrs. Killer Bros (later the Hopton Wood Stone Firms Ltd.) for over 40 years. Elizabeth 
Lamb was a native of Cromford and was living at Bole Hill when the pair married.  In 1932, 
Joseph’s parents had 12 grandchildren. 
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Joseph enlisted at Buxton and served with the 3rd Battalion, Duke of Cambridge’s Own 
(Middlesex) Regiment.  He was ‘killed in action’ on the 8th May 1915, aged 26.  Reports 
suggest that he had been gassed and, during a retreat, had to be left behind.  He is 
commemorated on the Ypres (Menin Gate) Memorial, Belgium. 

The Second Battle of Ypres had begun in April 1915, with the first use of poison chlorine 
gas on the Western Front.  On the 8th May, the Germans captured Frenzenberg Ridge and 
held it, despite facing counterattacks.  The Battalion had landed at Le Havre on the 19th 
January 1915. 

In 1917 Joseph’s mother, father, sisters and brothers wrote a moving memorial to him in the 
Derbyshire Courier, 

‘In ever loving memory of Pte. J. Lamb aged 26, 3rd Middlesex Regiment.  Dearly beloved 
son of Joseph and Elizabeth Lamb, Main Street, Middleton, killed in action in France, May 
8th 1915.  Two years have passed our hearts still sore.  As time rolls on we miss him more; 
but the unknown grave is the bitterest blow.  None but an aching heart can know.’ 

He was awarded the 1914/15 Star, the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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W a l t e r  M a r p l e s  

Marples, Private - Walter (58702) 

Walter was born in Wirksworth on the 2nd October 1898 to parents Henry, a limestone 
quarry delver, and Annie Marples.  In 1901 he was living at 1 Rise End, with his parents and 
three brothers.  In 1911 he was attending school and living at The Lanes with his family 
including another brother, Reginald, born in 1908. 

Reginald was killed in a quarry accident in 1935.  An article in the Derbyshire Times, 
January 1935, described how the 27 year old had been taken to the Derbyshire Royal 
Infirmary with injuries caused by a piece of falling rock whilst he was working at the Hopton 
Wood Stone Firm’s quarries.  At this time Reginald was living at St. Mary’s Gate, 
Wirksworth, and had been married twice (the second time only just over 12 months before 
the accident).  He left behind a five year old son by his first wife.  

Walter enlisted at Bakewell and served with the 1/8th Battalion (Leeds Rifles), West 
Yorkshire Regiment.  He was reported as being ill in hospital in December 1915.  Walter 
drowned on the 3rd August, 1918, aged just 19, following an attack on a hospital ship.  He 
is commemorated on the Hollybrook Memorial, Southampton. 

On the 30th January 1918, Walter’s Battalion transferred to the 185th Brigade, 62nd 
Division (West Riding) and was renamed the 8th Battalion.  The 62nd (2nd West Riding) 
Division had their HQ at Matlock Bath and in 1918 were involved with The Battle of 
Bapaume, the First Battle of Arras, The Battle of the Tardenois and the Battle of the Scarpe.   

On the 3rd August 1918, the Australian hospital ship, ‘Warilda’, carrying wounded from Le 
Havre to Southampton (and clearly marked by red crosses), was sunk by German 
submarine UC-49; 123 people died as a result. 

‘Warilda’ was struck by a single torpedo and, upon impact, the ship’s starboard propeller 
was disabled, the engine room flooded and the steering gear obliterated.  Unable to steer, it 
moved in circles, making it difficult for those on board to escape in lifeboats.   

Walter was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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J o h n  W i l l i a m  M e l b o u r n e  

Melbourne, Private - John William (2361) 

John was born in Wirksworth in 1885 to parents, Sidney, a tinsmith, and Mary Melbourne of 
Wirksworth.  In 1901 the family were living at 43 West End, Wirksworth, and John was an 
errand boy.   

In 1911 John worked as a painter and was married to Martha Jane Melbourne (nee Hallows 
- married in 1908).  They were still living at 43 West End and had two children, Hubert 
(aged 2 years) and Harriet (aged 8 months).   

John’s wife, Martha, had previously lived in Middleton and attended school in the village.  
She died in 1967. 

John enlisted at Chesterfield and served with the 1/6th Battalion, Sherwood Foresters 
(Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment, which was raised in Chesterfield in August 1914.   

He was ‘killed in action’ on the 18th April 1915, aged 30 and is buried in Kemmel Chateau 
Military Cemetery, Belgium.   

The Battalion had landed in France on the 25th February 1915.  On the day before John’s 
reported death, there had been heavy fighting at Hill 60 near Ypres. 

He was awarded the 1914/15 Star Medal, the Victory Medal and the British War Medal.   
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J o h n  F r e d  H a l l o w s  P e a r s o n  

Pearson, Private - John Fred Hallows (41485) 

John was born in 1898 in Middleton to parents, John Henry, a stonemason, and Mary 
Pearson of Main Street.  By the time John enlisted, it appears that he was living in Oldham, 
Lancashire (his mother was formerly from Lees, Oldham).  In 1911 he was listed as working 
as a cotton factory operative reeler. 

When John died in 1917, his father had already passed away and his mother was living at 
1, West Street, Lees, Oldham.   

John enlisted at Shaw, Lancashire, with the Manchester Regiment before moving to the 2nd 
Battalion, Lancashire Fusiliers.   

He was ‘killed in action’ on the 3rd May 1917, aged just 19 and is commemorated on the 
Arras Memorial, France. 

The 2nd Battalion were part of the 12th Brigade, 4th Division and were involved with the 
Third Battle of the Scarpe. 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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G e o r g e  L e o n a r d  P e t t s  

Petts, Private - George Leonard (307387) 

George was born in April 1891 in Middleton to parents John, a stone and marble mason, 
and Susannah Petts of New Road.  He attended school in the village.  In 1911 George was 
working as a stone and marble mason.  A newspaper article of 1917 states that he was 
employed in the boilermakers’ department, at Midland Railway, Derby, before signing up. 

At the time of George’s death in 1917, his parents were living at The Lanes, Middleton.   

On the 21st June 1915, George enlisted at Derby and served with the 3/5th and 2/8th 
Battalion, Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment.  The 3/5th Battalion 
had been formed in March 1915. 

George was ‘killed in action’ on the 7th April 1917 (Good Friday), aged 26, and is buried in 
Vadenourt British Cemetery, Maissemy, France.  George was unmarried. 

An article in the September 1915 Derbyshire Advertiser gives an interesting insight into life 
at this time, as it details a charge against George’s mother in attempting, on false 
pretences, to gain a separation allowance from the Derbyshire Territorial Association.  It 
describes how Susannah had declared herself partly dependent on her son; whom she said 
allowed her 15s a week. 
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This had been questioned by those investigating, who suggested that she was requesting 
more than she should have.  However, following a number of witness statements, it was 
agreed that this was, in fact, an honest mistake and, ‘all they had heard only increased their 
admiration of herself and her son.’ 

The article includes information about George’s enlistment.  It describes how he had been 
working as a labourer in the boiler shop at the Midland Railway with an average weekly 
wage of £1 4s 5d.   

He lodged with a Mrs Smith of Cowley Street, Derby, for 14s a week, returning to his 
parents’ house at weekends.  George had asked permission from the Midland Railway to 
enlist, but it was refused, so he had gone on his own accord.  He said that he hadn’t 
intended to enlist but, when he heard of the separation allowance, he changed his mind.  
Further reassurance came at an enlistment meeting on the 19th June, when it was said that 
the homes of the men ‘would not suffer’ as a result of joining up.  

In a memorial in the Derbyshire Courier, 6th April 1918, his parents stated that, 

‘He gave his life for his country.’ 

Letters received from Captain Wooley and Chaplain Stanley Hyde showed that George was 
highly esteemed by his comrades. 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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D a n i e l  S h e l d o n  

Sheldon, Sapper - Daniel (86600) 

Daniel was born in Middleton in about 1871; the son of Joseph and Christiana Sheldon of 
Main Street, Middleton.  Christiana and Joseph married in 1869 in Cromford and both had 
children from previous marriages.  Christiana (nee Wilson, whose mother was Mary, nee 
Brailsford) had first married Joseph’s younger brother, Samuel Sheldon, who died of a 
broken spine in a lead mining accident in 1867.  Joseph had first married Harriet Doxey 
(1822-1857) and then Jane Catton, who died of typhoid aged 42.   

In 1881, the family had moved to 13, Chadwick Street, Gorton, Lancashire and Daniel was 
attending school.  By 1901, Daniel was recorded as boarding at a residence in Manchester 
and working as a general labourer, but his parents were back living in Middleton at The 
Green.   

In 1911, Daniel had also returned to Middleton, living at Main Street with his widowed 
mother (Joseph died in 1908), as a single man.  He was working as a labourer.  By 1914, 
he was an employee of the Hopton Wood Stone Firms Ltd.  Daniel enlisted at Buxton in 
September 1914 and served initially with the 11th Battalion, Sherwood Foresters 
(Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment, which had formed at Derby in September 1914, 
before joining the 171st Tunnelling Company, Royal Engineers.  The Tunnelling Companies 
of the Royal Engineers were mining under enemy lines; placing explosives and blowing 
them up.  The 171st Tunnelling Company was formed of a small number of often specially 
enlisted miners and were first employed in March 1915 in the Hill 60/Bluff areas at Ypres. 

Daniel ‘died of wounds’ on the 2nd April 1915, aged 45.  He is buried in Bedford House 
Cemetery, Ypres, Belgium.  The Sheffield Daily Telegraph of 20th April 1915 reported that 
Daniel was wounded by shell fire on March 29th and later died in hospital. 

He was awarded the 1914/15 Star, the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 

NB - Christiana’s first son with Joseph’s younger brother, Samuel Sheldon, was John 
Sheldon, who was born in Middleton in 1853.  John’s son, Samuel Sheldon Jnr., was born 
in Gorton in 1877.  He volunteered in August 1915 for the 4th South Lancashire Regiment 
and went to the Western Front with the ‘pioneers’.  He was injured out from the Somme in 
August 1916; returned in September 1917; and was injured out in April 1918, suffering from 
shell shock, when he was transferred to the Royal Defence Corps.  Samuel committed 
suicide by drowning himself in the River Mersey at Warrington on 7th January 1919, after 
leaving his uniform on the river bank.  His body was recovered from Wallasey Docks on the 
24th June 1919, and he was buried on 28th June, the day that the Treaty of Versailles was 
signed, in Warrington Cemetery.  His grave has a military headstone, ‘in the perpetual care 
of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.’ 

Many thanks to Les Tickle for supplying information relating to the Sheldons. 
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J o h n  W i l l i a m  S h e l d o n  

Sheldon, Lance Corporal - John William (265597) 

John was born in Middleton in 1890, the son of John Snr., a limestone quarryman, and Ann 
Sheldon of Hill Side.   

By 1901 John Snr. and Ann had another four children; Joseph, Samuel, Herbert and Clara.  
In 1911, John was boarding at the home of George, a cotton spinner, and Mary Holmes of 
45, Garden Street, Radford, Nottinghamshire.  He is recorded as residing in Radford when 
he died in 1917.  John was a cotton spinner’s card room worker. 

John enlisted at Nottingham and served as a Lance Corporal with the 1/7th (Robin Hood) 
Battalion, Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment, raised in August 
1914 in Nottingham.   

He was ‘killed in action’ on the 27th April 1917, aged 27, and is buried in Canadian 
Cemetery No.2 Neuville St.Vaast, France.   

John may well have been involved with the Battle of Arras, which opened on the 9th April 
1917, which intended to force the Germans to withdraw troops from the Aisle River sector of 
the Western Front. 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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H a r r y  L e i g h  S l a c k  

Slack, Company Sergeant Major - Harry Leigh (240039) 

 

Harry was born in Middleton on the 22nd July 1885; the son of William, a limestone quarry 
delver, and Amelia Slack of Rise End, Middleton.  He attended school in the village and in 
1901 was recorded as working as a stone polisher.  By 1911, Harry was working as a 
stonemason and still living with his parents at Rise End, along with his six siblings. 

Harry enlisted at Wirksworth and served as a Company Sergeant Major with the 2/6th 
Battalion Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment; a second line unit, 
formed at Chesterfield in 1914.  He was ‘killed in action’ on the 1st December 1917, aged 
32, and is commemorated on the Cambrai Memorial, Louverval, France.  The Battalion had 
landed in Boulogne on the 25th February 1917. 

It is likely that Harry died during the Battle of Cambrai, which opened on the 20th November 
under General Sir Julian Byng, and continued into December 1917. 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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Harry Slack, The Derbyshire Courier, 
December 1917



C h a r l e s  S p e n c e r  

Spencer, Private - Charles (42098) 

Charles was born in Middleton in 1899 to parents Job and Emma Spencer, who, in 1901 
were living at Starkholmes in Matlock.  Job was working as a stonemason at this time.  Ten 
years later, the family had moved to Swinscoe, Ashbourne, and Charles was working as a 
cowman’s help on Harold Smith’s ‘Musden Grange Farm’ in Ilam. 

At the time of Charles’ death in 1918, his parents were living at New Houses, Middleton. 

Charles enlisted at Ashbourne and initially joined the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and 
Derbyshire) Regiment before serving with the 1/6th Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment 
(Prince of Wales’s Own), which joined the 146th Brigade, 49th (West Riding) Division.  

He was ‘killed in action’ on the 3rd May 1918, aged 20, and is buried in La Clytte Military 
Cemetery, Belgium.  

Around this time, the British (including the 1st/6th Battalion) and the recently-arrived French 
troops were fighting around Ypres to halt the German drive along the Lys River.  The 49th 
(West Riding) Division were involved in the various phases of the Battles of the Lys. 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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F r a n c i s  E a d s o n  S p e n c e r  

Spencer, Private - Francis Eadson (191) 

 

Francis was born in Middleton on the 5th January 1898.  His parents, Samuel Francis and 
Harriet May Spencer, were living at The Croft, Middleton in 1911 and Francis attended 
school in the village.  He had two older sisters, Elizabeth and Millicent, one younger one, 
Lois, and a younger brother, Samuel, who was just a year old in 1911. 

At some point between 1911 and 1916, the whole family emigrated to New South Wales.  A 
Derbyshire Courier article of May 1917 stated that the family left Middleton, ‘some time 
ago’.  Records indicate that the rest of the family remained in Australia, including his 
brothers and sisters. 

Francis enlisted on the 7th January 1916 at West Maitland, New South Wales.  He was 
employed on the railway, and stated his next of kin as Samuel Francis Spencer of Rose 
Cottage, Middle Dural, New South Wales.  He served with the 34th Battalion of the 
Australian Infantry, A Company.  This Battalion had embarked on the 2nd May 1916 when 
Francis was aged 18 (with the 9th Infantry Brigade) and departed from the port at Sydney 
on HMAT Hororata.  Francis was ‘killed in action’ on the 1st March, 1917, aged just 19 
years old.  In May 1917 a special memorial service to Francis was held in Middleton 
Church. 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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Francis Eadson Spencer,  Derbyshire 
Courier, 19th May, 1917



J o h n  S p e n c e r  

Spencer, Private - John (46031) 

John was born in Middleton in 1897 to parents, Joseph Thomas, a coal merchant and 
Sarah Ann Spencer.  In 1911, John was living with his parents, two sisters and his younger 
brother, Joseph (b.1905), at Main Street, Middleton.  John was working at a mill treating 
cotton.  In 1901, the family had been living at New Road, Middleton. 

John enlisted at Wirksworth and served with the 15th (35th Division), 1/8th Battalion 
Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment and the 2/8th Battalion 
Sherwood Foresters.  At this time he had been working for the Hopton Wood Stone Firms. 

In February 1917 he was recorded as suffering with trench feet and he had four days of 
treatment.  The Derbyshire Courier reported on the 4th September 1917 that his mother 
had been informed that he was missing and that, ‘he was last seen wounded near Ypres, 
but no further details of a definite character are to hand.’ 
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Pte. John Spencer was awarded the 
Distinguished Conduct Medal, as reported in 

the Derbyshire Courier, February 1917



John was ‘killed in action’ on the 26th September 1917, aged just 19 and he is buried in the 
New Irish Farm Cemetery, Ypres, Belgium.   

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal as well as being awarded the 
Distinguished Conduct Medal in February, 1917. 
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J o s e p h  S p e n c e r  

Spencer, Lance Corporal - Joseph (G/72900) 

Joseph was born in Middleton on the 26th March 1894 to parents Joseph, a limestone 
quarry delver, and Ruth Adams Spencer.  He attended school in Middleton and in 1901 was 
living with his parents, his younger sister, Charlotte, and his uncle, Walter Spencer, at Main 
Road, Middleton.  In 1911, Joseph was working as a limestone quarryman and living at 
Rise End.  His younger brother, Charles, had been born in 1904. 

After enlisting in Matlock, Joseph began his military service with the Sherwood Foresters 
(Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment (241744), before moving to the 1/24th Battalion, 
London Regiment, Queen’s (Royal West Surrey) Regiment.   

He ‘died of wounds’ on the 30th August 1918, aged 24.  He is buried in Daours Communal 
Cemetery Extension, France.   

His family wrote a moving tribute to him in the Derbyshire Courier, August 1920, 

‘No one knows how much we miss him; no one in this world can tell; only those he left 
behind him, only those who loved him well.  We mourn for you, dear son, no eye can see us 
weep; but many silent tears are shed, while others are asleep.  

Deeply mourned by his sorrowing Ma and Dad, Main Street, Middleton.’ 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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L a w r e n c e  S p e n c e r  

Spencer, Private - Lawrence (60235) 

Lawrence was born in Middleton on the 24th June 1888; the son of Richard, a cab 
proprietor and farmer, and Mary Spencer of 7, Rise End.  In 1911 he was working on his 
father’s farm. 

Lawrence was married to school teacher, (Florence) Ruth Evans, also of Middleton, 
although she had been born in Sheffield.   

Before her marriage, Ruth taught at Middleton School.  Their wedding was detailed in the 
Derbyshire Courier, 24th September 1914.  This described how Ruth and Lawrence had 
their reception at their future home at Steeple Grange.  Ruth wore a, ‘gown of blue velvet, 
trimmed with oriental trimming, and cream net and hat to match.’  

Lawrence enlisted at Wirksworth and served with the 10th Battalion, Sherwood Foresters 
(Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment, formed at Derby in September 1914. 

On his records from the 15th August 1918, it details his ailment as being ‘wounded from a 
gas shell.’ 

He ‘died of wounds and gas poisoning at 55 Casualty Clearing Station, France’ on the 17th 
August 1918, aged 30, and is buried in Daours Communal Cemetery Extension.   

At the time of his death, Ruth and Lawrence had one child together. 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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L o u i s  W i l f r e d  S p e n c e r  

Spencer, Private - Louis Wilfred (865840) 

Louis was born in Middleton on the 11th December 1895.  He was the son of Edward and 
Mary Elizabeth Spencer who, in 1901, were living at Main Street, Middleton with their other 
children, Charlotte, George and Edward.  By 1911 they had emigrated to Manitoba, 
Canada.  Louis had previously attended school in the village. 

When Louis enlisted in 1916, he stated that his occupation was a farmer.  At his time of 
death, his parents were living at Gilbert Plains, Manitoba.  There were a number of adverts 
in the local newspapers in the early 20th century that were asking for men to go to Canada 
to ‘till the soil’. 

Louis served as a Private with the 44th Battalion, Canadian Infantry (New Brunswick 
Regiment).  He was ‘killed in action’ on the 14th January 1918, aged 22.  He is buried in 
Sucrerie Cemetery, Ablain St. Nazaire. 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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T h o m a s  S p e n c e r  

Spencer, Private - Thomas (18563) 

Thomas was born in Middleton on the 21st August 1880 to parents Nehemiah, a stone 
mason, and Eliza Spencer.  In 1881 he was living with his parents and his two brothers, 
Francis and James, on Main Street, Middleton.  He attended school in the village.   

In 1900 he married Annie Elizabeth Spencer at the Holy Trinity Church, Middleton, and by 
the following year they were living at The Lanes, Middleton, with their newly born daughter, 
Eliza, as well as Thomas’s brother-in-law and uncle.  Thomas was working as a limestone 
sett maker. 

In 1911, the family had moved to Water Lane, Middleton, and Thomas had another three 
daughters, Elizabeth, Bertha and Hannah. 

Thomas enlisted at Glossop and was, by this time, residing in Hadfield, Derbyshire.   

He served as a Private with the 1st Battalion, Cheshire Regiment.   

He ‘died of wounds’ on the 12th April 1916, aged 35, and is buried in Habarcq Communal 
Cemetery Extension, France. 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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T h o m a s  S h a w  S p e n c e r  

Spencer, Private - Thomas Shaw (241667) 

Thomas was born in Middleton on the 3rd September 1896 to parents, Frederick Shaw, a 
limestone quarry delver, and Mary E. Spencer, of The Lanes.   

He attended school in the village.  In 1911 he was working as a cotton mill hand and still 
lived with his parents and six siblings. 

Thomas enlisted at Wirksworth and served with the 2/6th Battalion, Sherwood Foresters 
(Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment, which had formed at Chesterfield on 14th 
September, 1914.   

He was ‘killed in action’ on the 21st March 1918, aged 21.  He is commemorated on the 
Arras Memorial, France. 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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F r e d  Ta y l o r  R o b i n s o n  

Taylor Robinson, Private - Frederick (240361) 

Frederick Taylor was born in Selby, Yorkshire, in 1895, but resided in Wirksworth in 1911; 
living at 40, The Dale with his parents, William and Mary Jane, and his five siblings.   

He was working as a bricklayer’s labourer.  He also worked at Ambergate Wire Works as 
well as being employed in a Bonsall mine.     

In the Derbyshire Courier of 1st September 1914, his wedding to Elizabeth Agnes Hallows 
is described as, ‘an interesting Middleton event,’ for which Frederick had obtained special 
leave of absence.   

The article tells of how the wedding was originally fixed to take place after the annual army 
training camp at Hunmanby but, owing to his Battalion being mobilised following the 
outbreak of war, Frederick had been called away to duty. 

Elizabeth Hallows was the daughter of  Mr and Mrs John Hallows of Middleton and was 
given away by her brother, Samuel J. Hallows, who died in the Great War in 1917.   

Frederick is described as wearing, ‘the scarlet uniform of his regiment’.  His best man was 
Samuel J. Sheldon.  Elizabeth wore a grey alpaca dress, empire style, with a grey hat 
trimmed with blue silk and cream roses.  The newspaper reported that, 

‘After the ceremony the Rev J. Smaridge feelingly referred to the crisis through which the 
country was passing, and wished the Bridegroom a speedy and safe return to his wife and 
relatives.’ 

Well wishers present at the ceremony included Ex-Colour-Sergt. W. J. Harrison and Mrs 
Harrison (Wirksworth), Miss Doxey, Mrs Slack, Mrs T Brittain and Mrs J Walker.   

‘Later the same day Private Robinson returned to his military duties at Harpenden.’ 

Frederick served with the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment, 6th 
Battalion, who were stationed at Harpenden, Herts. at the time of his wedding.   

Frederick was ‘killed in action’ aged 22 on the 25th June 1917.  He is buried at the Metz-en-
Couture Communal Cemetery British Extension, France.  An article in the Derbyshire 
Courier, 7th July 1917, pays tribute to him saying that his wife had received a letter from 
Sergeant Slack saying, 

‘I feel it is my duty to tell you that your husband was killed early this morning in the front line 
trenches by the bursting of a shell.  His death was instantaneous and he died doing his 
duty.  He was a fine soldier and a splendid fighter. I met him about a fortnight ago and we 
had a nice talk together.’ 
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The article also detailed the ‘remarkable escapes’ that he had had on the front, from when 
he first mobilised with the North Midland Division in February 1915.  Apparently, on one 
occasion, a bullet passed through his clothing without injuring him, whilst another time he 
had his collar torn from his neck by a missile without being seriously injured!   

Eventually he was wounded in the foot and came to England for a lengthy period.  He had 
only been across again a little over a fortnight when he died. 

Records indicate that by 1917 Frederick and Elizabeth had a daughter together.  From the 
Register of Soldier’s Effects, it is apparent that monies went to ‘Elizabeth Agnes Robinson 
and child’. 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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A l e c  W a l k e r  

Walker, Private - Alec (50120) 

Alec (Alexander) was born on the 23rd January 1899 in Bole Hill to parents, John and Annie 
Walker.  In 1901 Alec was living with his parents and three siblings in Cudworth, Barnsley.   

It appears that the family had moved there from Wirksworth in about 1900.  However, in 
1911 the family are recorded as living at The Field, Middleton, and Alec has another brother 
and two sisters.  Alec was listed as attending school in Middleton from 1904.  

At the time of Alec’s death in 1918, his parents are recorded as living at Manor House, 
Middleton. 

Alec enlisted at Wirksworth in 1918 and joined the 10th Battalion, Lancashire Fusiliers.  He 
was ‘killed in action’ on the 31st May 1918, aged just 19, and is buried in Mailly Wood 
Cemetery, Mailly-Maillet, France.   

This was Alec’s first posting and he died shortly after landing in France.  He had previously 
worked as a joiner and been involved with government contracts for hut construction at the 
large camps. 

His mother had heard the news of his death from Miss Gertrude Gleeson of Wirksworth, 
who had received a letter from a non-commissioned officer in Private Walker’s machine gun 
team.   

Annie’s other son, Second Lieutenant John Walker, had only recently been gassed. 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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A l b e r t  W h e e l d o n  

Wheeldon, Private - Albert (70307) 

Albert was born in Middleton on the 9th March 1897; the son of Samuel, a limestone 
quarryman, and Sarah Wheeldon of Main Street, Middleton.   

He attended school in the village from 1900 and in 1901 was living at Hill Side with his 
parents and six siblings.   

In the 1911 Census he was listed as a 14 year old cotton spinner living at Main Street, 
Middleton.  He worked at Masson Mill, Matlock, before joining up. 

Albert enlisted at Wirksworth and joined the 17th Battalion, Sherwood Foresters 
(Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment.   

He was ‘killed in action’ on the 22nd October 1916, aged just 19.  He is commemorated on 
the Thiepval Memorial, France.   

The Derbyshire Courier reported that Albert had left a widowed mother, a sister and that 
three of his four brothers were in the army at that time. 

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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L e o n a r d  W i l b r a h a m  

Wilbraham, Private - Leonard (75669) 

Leonard was born on the 24th May, 1897, to parents, Henry/Harry, a general labourer, and 
Ruth Wilbraham of 6 North Street, Cromford.   

He attended Cromford Free School.  In 1901 he was living in Cromford with his parents and 
his older siblings, Fred and Beatrice.   

The 1911 Census records Leonard as being a 13 year old servant in the household of 
Henry Coates, the Manager of The Greyhound Hotel, Cromford.  In 1915 he married 
Gertrude Brooks in Middleton.   

Gertrude lived on Main Street, Middleton, and had attended school in the village.  At the 
time of his death in 1918, Leonard’s residence was listed as being in Wirksworth.  It would 
appear that Gertrude remarried in 1920.  Her second husband was William Southam, a 
limestone loader. 

Enlisted at Derby in 1915, Leonard joined the Derbyshire Yeomanry as a Trooper (soldier 
number 2585) with the Signals Section.  The Derbyshire Yeomanry Headquarters were at 
91 Siddals Road, Derby. 

In October 1916 there was a report that showed that Leonard was suffering with malaria 
and he was treated at the No.2 Convalescent Depot in Rouen.  Following this, Leonard 
served as a Private with the 1st/1st unit of the Derbyshire Yeomanry.   

Leonard died in Salonika on the 5th November, 1918, aged 21, and is buried at Mikra 
British Cemetery, Kalamaria, Greece.  The regiment had moved to Salonika in February 
1916.   

He was awarded the Victory Medal and the British War Medal. 
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T h e  D a r k  N i g h t  

The dark night, 

Marching men, tired and unhappy, 

All bored in the trench,  

Sleep men, sleep! 

Morning appears, 

The Germans are closing in, 

A sniper was hiding, 

But the English soldier saw! 

Bang! Bang! Bang! 

The German fell horribly in the mud, 

The English soldier dropped to his knees, 

And prayed for his soul. 

By Charlie, Owls Class, Middleton School 
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R e c o r d s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  s e r v e d :                                         
M e n  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  M i d d l e t o n      

w h o  s u r v i v e d  

R o b e r t  A d a m s  

Adams, Sapper - Robert 

Born on the 26th December 1885, Robert was the older sibling of Private Leonard Adams 
and also lived at Main Street, Middleton with his parents and sisters.   

In 1911 he was working as a mill-hand doubler, which meant that he would have been 
operating the machines that twisted together cotton or wool. 

In the first quarter of 1913 Robert married Hannah Sheldon, a cotton spinner from Bonsall, 
who was also born in 1885.  It is possible that both Hannah and Robert died in 1949 in 
Basford, Nottinghamshire. 

Robert’s military service is not entirely clear, but it is likely that he served as a Sapper with 
the Railway Troops Depot of the Royal Engineers. 

G e o r g e  H e n r y  B a t t e r l e y  

Batterley, Private - George Henry (24548) 

George Henry Batterley was born in Middleton on the 22nd May 1884.   

Both the 1901 and the 1911 Census records show him living at Middleton (13, Rise End 
and then Hill Side) along with his siblings (including his brother, Thomas) and his widowed 
father, Richard.  George was a cotton spinner, possibly at Arkwright’s Mill.   

In 1939 he was living as a single man at The Yard, Main Street and worked as a quarry 
loader.  He died in Derbyshire in 1946, aged 61. 

He served as a Private with the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) 
Regiment. 
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T h o m a s  J a m e s  B a t t e r l e y  

Batterley, Sapper - Thomas James (64913) 

Thomas Batterley lived at the same address as his younger brother, George.  He was born 
in Middleton in 1883 and was also working as a cotton spinner in both 1901 and 1911.  

He served with the Royal Engineers.  In 1919 he was with the 328th Company, which was a 
quarry Company. 

Thomas married Hannah Elizabeth Spencer in November 1911 and by 1916 they had at 
least two children, Mary and Cyril.  Hannah died in 1934 aged 44.   

In 1939 Thomas was living at 13 King Street, Wirksworth, with James Batterley (b.1914) 
and John Batterley (b.1922), both labourers.  It is likely that he died in 1952 in Derbyshire. 

There seems to be a connection between the Else and Batterley families; in 1901 the 
Census record for the family of Thomas and George includes Edith (aged 13) and Arthur 
(aged 8) Else.  Both are described as being a ‘nurse child’, which would mean that they had 
been left under the care of Richard Batterley.  

W a l t e r  B a t t e r l e y  

Batterley, Private - Walter (SE20723) 

Walter Batterley was born on the 2nd December 1897 to parents Phoebe and Thomas, who 
lived at Rise End.  In 1911 he shared the house with his five siblings.   

Walter married Ada Else (b.1897) in 1923.  In 1939 they were both living at 1 Causeway, 
Wirksworth, with Ada working as a gardener and Walter as a stone sawyer.   

It is likely that Walter served as a Private with the Army Veterinary Corps.  He died in 
January 1985, aged 87. 
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T h o m a s  B e e s t o n  

Beeston, Private - Thomas (100130) 

Thomas Spencer Beeston was born on the 30th August 1891 and was baptised in 
Middleton on 4th March 1893.  He was the son of William Toplis Beeston and Mary Beeston 
who, in 1901, were living at Ivonbrook Grange (at Grange Mill) along with their other sons; 
John (11), William (8), Michael (5) and Frank (3).   

In 1911, Thomas was still listed as living at Grange Mill; described as being a ‘farmer’s son, 
working on farm’.  By this time, John and William had left the family home but a new 
brother, James, aged 10 years, had joined the family.   

In 1939, Thomas was recorded as living at 94, Main Street, and working as a railway 
shunter.  In 1915 he married Sarah (nee Slack) and they had a son, Thomas Reginald 
Beeston, who was born on the 29th January 1920.  Thomas Reginald was described in the 
1939 Register as being ‘incapacitated’.   

It is possible that Thomas Spencer died in Derbyshire in 1959. 

Thomas served with the 20th Machine Gun Squadron, who assisted with the Egyptian 
Expeditionary Force in Palestine.  It was on the 4th July 1917, that authority was given to 
the 7th Mounted Brigade for the formation of a machine gun squadron to be known as the 
‘20th’.  Two machine gun officers of the Sherwood Rangers Yeomanry and the South Notts. 
Hussars brought their sub-sections to the new camp. 

Thomas was recorded as being part of this squadron in 1917, with an address of ‘The 
Green, Middleton’. 
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S y d n e y  E d w a r d  B i r l e y  

Birley, Corporal - Sydney Edward (47573) 

Sydney Birley was born in 1897 to parents William, a stone mason, and Minnie Birley.  The 
family lived in Middleton; at Hill Side in 1901 and at Chapel Lane in 1911.  Sydney’s older 
brother was William Beeson, who was ‘killed in action’ in April 1917. 

Sydney married Fanny Smith in 1934 and the couple were living at ‘The Bungalow’, Chapel 
Lane, in 1939.  Sydney was working as a stone mason.  He died in Middleton in August 
1980. 

Like his brother, Sydney also served with the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and 
Derbyshire) Regiment, but was with the 15th Battalion.  We know that he was admitted to 
the No.34 Casualty Clearing Station in July 1917, aged 19. 
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F r a n k  B o d e n  

Boden, Corporal - Frank (43113) 

Frank was the son of Eliza and William Boden, who were living at Bedfordshire House 
Lane, Cromford, in 1911.  It would appear that William Boden lived at Coal Hills in 1891.  
Coal Hills was a hamlet that was built in association with quarrying and was located within 
the parish of Middleton.  It no longer exists. 

Born on the 30th June 1893, Frank’s occupation was listed as a ‘doffer’, which is someone 
who removes (‘doffs’) bobbins or spindles from a spinning frame and replaces them with 
empty ones. 

In 1938 Frank married Doris Gould at Bole Hill Methodist Chapel (in 1911, Doris was living 
at 2, Bole Hill).  In 1939 both Doris and Frank were listed as living at Brookfield, Wirksworth 
and he was described as being a ‘general labourer’.  They were living with George Boden, 
born in 1922, who is likely to be their son.  Frank died in 1973, aged 80. 

Frank enlisted in September 1914.  He served as a Corporal in both the Sherwood 
Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment (soldier number 4623) and the 
Lincolnshire Regiment.  

L a u r e n c e  B r a c e  

Brace, Private - Laurence/Lawrence  

Laurence was born on the 23rd August 1895.  In 1911 he lived at ‘The Fields’, Middleton 
with his parents, James and Emma Brace, and his step-sister, Emma, and her husband, 
George Holmes.  He was listed as working as a limestone polisher. 

By 1939, Laurence was recorded as living at Splash Cottage in Belper and working as a 
stone (monumental) mason.   

He married Agnes Brace (nee Land), a sewing machinist, and they both lived with Agnes’s 
sister, Selina.  Laurence died in 1979, aged 83. 

Laurence’s military service is unclear, but it is possible that he was a Private who served 
with the 3rd Battalion, Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Regiment. 
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W i l l i a m  B r a c e  

Brace, Private - William (106057/41468) 

William Brace was born on the 25th January 1899 in Middleton to parents Joseph and 
Esther Brace.  In both 1901 and 1911 they are listed as residing at The Tip, Middleton. 

William married Minnie Wetton in 1920.  In 1939 they were living at 3 Water Lane, 
Wirksworth, with a child, Ivy (Joy) Twigge (Brace), who had been born in 1927.  Minnie was 
working as a tape weaver and William as a loader at a limestone quarry.  William died in 
Derbyshire in 1961. 

William served with the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment and 
the North Staffs. Regiment. 

J o h n  B r a i l s f o r d  

Brailsford, Rifleman - John (43555 and 43038) 

John Brailsford (also known as Jack) was born in Middleton in April 1893 to parents, John 
and Elizabeth.  The family, including John’s brother Herbert, lived at Rise End. 

In 1911 John was recorded as working as a plasterer.  His mother died in 1901 and John 
senior, a sidesman at Middleton Church, died in 1935 at the age of 75.  John also had two 
sisters, Hannah and Ellen.  The latter appears to have stayed with her father to take on the 
role her mother would have played, whilst Hannah was working as a nurse in Derby in 
1911. 

John enlisted with the 10th Irish Rifles (Signalling Section) in 1916.  The 10th Irish Rifles 
had been formed in South Belfast in September 1914 and were disabled in France in 1918. 
Later on he served with the 13th Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) 
Regiment.  

John’s discharge and pension paperwork shows that by 1919, he had spent three months in 
England and two years and three months in France.  His left arm had been wounded by a 
gunshot in March 1918 and this appears to be the reason for his discharge in September 
1918.  An examination of his health in Tipperary described him as having joint impairment 
and weakness in his arm; an assessment that indicated he had a 30% degree of 
disablement and was confirmation of him being invalided to England. 

It would appear that John died, unmarried, in 1924 aged 31.  A letter from John in France to 
his father in Middleton in 1917 details some of the feelings felt by the soldier about the war, 
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‘…Fed up with this business..it will be a good job when they settle it. If the people who keep 
the war going had to fight themselves, I don't think it would last two weeks.’  

John (who signed the letter off as, ‘your affectionate son, Jack’) described how he had not 
gone back to the firing line as quickly as he had expected.  He thought this was because of 
the wet weather and described how he had to cope with ‘mud up to the knees.’   

Whilst serving with the Sherwood Foresters in France ‘Jack’ had also received a number of 
postcards and letters from ‘Cissie’.  It is not clear who the ‘ever loving Ciss’ was.  In a series 
of postcards written in February 1918, Ciss describes how the food she had been receiving 
with her ‘tickets’ was not fit to eat.  Sugar rationing had been introduced in January 1918. 
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Postcards addressed to Pte. J Brailsford, 13th Sherwood                    
Foresters, in France from ‘Cissie’, 1918



H e r b e r t  B r a i l s f o r d  

Brailsford, Private - Herbert (50095) 

Born in February 1895, Herbert was John’s younger brother and also lived at the family 
home at Rise End, Middleton.  In 1911, aged 14, he was a polisher at a marble quarry.  He 
had attended school in the village from 1898. 

In 1923, Herbert married Gwendoline Maggie Denman in Keighley, Yorkshire.  The couple 
were living in Bolsover in 1939, with Herbert working as a market gardener.  Gwendoline 
died whilst living in Manchester in 1962 and it is possible that Herbert also died there in 
1989. 

Herbert enlisted on 29th January 1916 and served as a Private with the Sherwood 
Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment, 17th Battalion, A Company. 

A d a m  B r o o k s  

Brooks, Private - Adam (4965150) 

Adam Brooks was born in 1885 in Middleton.  In 1901 he was living with his grandmother, 
Ellen, and her sons, Joseph and Thomas (Adam’s uncles), and her daughter, Elizabeth.  He 
was a cotton worker.   

In 1911 Adam was still living on Main Street with his uncles and aunt, but not his 
grandmother.  It appears that Adam’s father was Joshua Gratton Brooks, who was born in 
1866. 

Adam married Maria Slack in 1916 and in 1939 they were living together, opposite the 
school in Wirksworth, along with his sister, Elizabeth.  At this time, Adam was working as a 
quarryman. 

It appears that Maria and Adam had at least one child. An article in the Derby Daily 
Telegraph of 28th August 1931 details how their son, Ronald Oswald Brooks, who was born 
in September 1924, was knocked down by a motorcycle near their home and taken to 
Wirksworth Hospital and later Derby Children's Hospital.  Ronald was reported to be alright 
following the incident.  Ronald married Joan May Maskrey in Wirksworth in 1948. 

It is likely that Adam died in Wirksworth in 1942. 

Adam began his service with the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) 
Regiment 2/6th Battalion (formed at Chesterfield in September 1914) and was also part of 
the 1/6th, 4th, 11th and 1/8th Battalions. 
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C h a r l e s  R o b e r t  B r o o k s  

Brooks, Sapper - Charles Robert (160135) 

Charles Robert Brooks was born in 1892 in Middleton.  In 1901 he was living at Main 
Street, Middleton, with his parents, Thomas and Mary Elizabeth Brooks, and his brother, 
Thomas.  In 1911 the family were still living at Main Street and Charles was working as a 
limestone quarryman. 

Charles married Eliza Morris in 1923 and they had a daughter, Gladys, in 1927.  Charles 
died in Brassington in 1931. 

Charles was a Sapper with the Royal Engineers. 

E d w a r d  B r o o k s  

Brooks, Private - Edward (15355) 

Edward was born in Middleton on the 10th June 1898.  In 1901 he was listed as living with 
his mother, Eliza Brooks, and his grandfather, Edward, in Bonsall.  In 1911 he was with his 
aunt and uncle, Annie (Eliza’s sister) and John Batterley, along with his older brother, John 
Yates Brooks.  In 1911 it appears that his mother, Eliza, was working as a servant to 
William Atkin of Longway Bank, Whatstandwell. 

It is likely that Edward Brooks enlisted on the 15th February 1915 and was discharged in 
December 1918, having served with the Lincolnshire Regiment (1st Battalion) and the 
Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment (Service number 122133).  
The reason for discharge was noted as, ‘Surplus to military requirements (having suffered 
impairment since entry into the service).’ 

Edward was recorded on the Casualty List issued by the War Office from the 14th January 
1916 as a ‘casualty in the Expeditionary Force, reported from the Base under date 5th 
January: wounded.’  He was also listed as ‘wounded’ on the Casualty List issued by the 
War Office from 19th July 1916 as well as on the 13th August 1916.  Edward would have 
been entitled to wear a ‘Wound Stripe’. 

He was awarded the Victory War Medal, the British War Medal and the Silver War Badge.  
The latter was issued to service personnel who had been honourably discharged due to 
wounds or sickness from military service.  It is sometimes known as the ‘wound charge’ and 
was first issued in September 1916. 

Edward’s year of death is uncertain, but it could possibly have been in 1952. 
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L e o n a r d  B r o o k s  

Brooks, Private - Leonard (88966) 

Leonard was born on the 31st March 1897 to parents, Joseph and Hannah Brooks.  He 
lived at Main Street, Middleton, in 1901 before moving to The Alley in 1911.  By this time he 
was a fourteen year old cotton spinner/winder. 

Leonard married Lilian Gratton in 1924 at Wirksworth Registry Office and in 1939 they were 
living together at 11 Bolehill, Wirksworth.  He died in Derbyshire in 1975. 

Leonard served as a Private with the Royal Defence Corps. 

S a m u e l  B e r n a r d  B r o o k s  

Brooks, Private - Samuel Bernard (60597) 

Samuel Bernard Brooks was born in Middleton on the 2nd May 1886 and lived at Main 
Street with his parents, William and Elizabeth, and siblings. 

He married Hannah Fox in 1918 and the Derbyshire Courier of the 8th June 1918 describes 
her lavender crepe de chine wedding dress.  Hannah’s bridesmaids were her sister, Violet 
Fox, and Samuel’s sister, Gertie.  Albert Brooks was Samuel’s best man and the newspaper 
described how the Bride Groom would be returning to the front in just three days time. 

In 1939 the couple were living together at Main Street and Samuel was working as a lorry 
driver.   

Samuel served with the Derbyshire Yeomanry, D Squadron, headquartered at 91 Siddals 
Road, Derby.  In 1918 he is recorded as being transferred to the 18th General Hospital. 
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S a m u e l  W i l l i a m  B r o o k s  

Brooks, Private - Samuel William (203488) 

Samuel William Brooks was born on the 5th May 1899 to parents Samuel and Martha 
Brooks.  The family lived at Rise End.  Samuel’s sister, Mary Brooks, married Lance 
Corporal Samuel Pearson. 

In 1920 Samuel married Millicent E. Hammond of Kettering, Northamptonshire.  In 1939 
they were living at The Hill, Rise End.  Millicent died in 1946 and it appears likely that 
Samuel then went on to marry Rachel Gregory in 1951.  He died in Derbyshire in 1979. 

It is not entirely clear, but seems likely that Samuel served with the Devonshire Regiment, 
1st Battalion. He was transferred to hospital (14th Field Ambulance) in 1918. 

G e o r g e  B u c k l e y  

Buckley, Private - George (M2/115487) 

George was born in Middleton on the 20th February 1886 to parents Thomas and Ruth 
Buckley, who lived at Main Street.  He was the brother of Rifleman, Joshua Buckley. 

In 1911 he was working as a limestone quarryman.  He married Ethel Fanny Crooks at 
Holloway Church in 1926.  In 1939 the couple were living at Sandy Hill, Wirksworth with 
their daughter, Muriel, who had been born in 1927.  George died in Derbyshire in 1951. 

It is likely that George served with the Army Service Corps. 

68



E r n e s t  B u n t i n g  

Bunting, Private - Ernest (242376) 

Ernest is recorded as being born in Matlock Bath on the 31st March 1889 to parents 
Thomas and Elizabeth (nee Hall) Bunting.  Elizabeth died in 1897.  In 1911 Ernest was 
working as a cotton twister and living in Cromford. 

Ernest was the husband of Grace (nee Else), who was the sister of Pte William S.B. Else, 
and worked as a cotton operative.  Grace had been born in Middleton in about 1894.  The 
couple married in Middleton on the 13th February 1916.   

At the time of his enlistment, Ernest was the father of a daughter, Kathleen Elizabeth 
Bunting (born in 1916).  When he returned to Middleton after the war, the couple had 
another six children; Gladys (b.1919), Eunice (b.1921), Clifford (b.1923), Grace (b.1924, 
d.1934), Norman (b.1926, d.1927), and Lilian (b.1933). 

In 1939 the couple were living in Wirksworth and Ernest was working as a textile cotton 
worker.  He died in Derbyshire in 1971. 

Ernest served with the Highland Light Infantry (H.L.I.), enlisting on 23rd November 1916.  It 
is likely that he was with either the 2/5th (City of Glasgow) Battalion Territorial Force or the 
2/6th (City of Glasgow) Battalion Territorial Force, as his first overseas trip was with the 
H.L.I. to Ireland, where they camped on the Curragh.   

The Regiment then moved to France where Ernest was shot through the neck whilst on a 
raiding party, taken prisoner and successfully operated on by a German surgeon.  He was a 
Prisoner of War for nine months.   

On the War Office Daily List No. 5584 there was an incident recorded on the 5th June 1918 
that said Ernest was, ‘wounded and missing’. 
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A l f r e d  C a l d w e l l  

Caldwell, Gunner - Alfred (82475) 

Alfred Caldwell was born in Stonebroom, Derbyshire on the 29th December 1886.  His 
parents were John (who died in 1888) and Emma Caldwell (nee Fern).  In 1891 Alfred was 
living in Carsington with his mother and siblings; by 1901 he was working as a servant to 
Arthur and Florence Marples in Cromford.  In 1911 he was living with his older brother, 
William Edward, and his family at Langwith Junction, Shirebrook Mansfield. 

Alfred served as a Gunner with the Royal Garrison Artillery.  In 1915 he was wounded in the 
ankle by shell fire whilst in action in Dardanelles, which left him in hospital for at least two 
months.  He was also recorded as being seriously ill in hospital in June 1916 and he was 
cared for at 23 Stationary Hospital, Amara.  This was the result of being gassed, in the 
same incident that killed Brooks, Goodall and Gratton.   

Alfred was part of the Kut relief force during the Siege of Kut-el-Amara in 1916.  This was a 
siege that lasted 148 days.  The relief force took 23,000 casualties in the attack. 

One of Alfred’s brothers, Frederick, was killed in 1916 and another, John, served with the 
Royal Garrison Artillery.  John had previously served nine years in India and on discharge 
had been appointed as a Police Constable at Whittington Moor, Chesterfield, before being 
mobilised with the Army Reserve.  Alfred had joined the forces in January 1915 from 
Chesterfield. 

Alfred married Hilda May Cox in Mansfield in 1924 and the couple had three children 
together.  In 1939 they were living in Blackwell and Alfred was working as a railway stores 
clerk.  He died in 1946 in Shirebrook. 

In newspaper articles, Alfred is referred to as a Middleton soldier, evidently because his 
mother lived on Main Street at this time. 
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A r t h u r  C o r d i n  

Cordin, Lance Corporal - Arthur (198645) 

Arthur Cordin was born in Wirksworth in 1883 to parents, William, an engine driver 
(stationary) and Elizabeth (nee Holmes).  In 1901 the family were living at 3 Rise End and 
Arthur was working as a joiner’s labourer.  In December 1909, Arthur married Lily Steeples 
in Middleton and their first son, Wilfred, was born in 1911 when Arthur was living at Main 
Street. 

It is likely that Arthur served as a Lance Corporal with the Railway Operating Division of the 
Royal Engineers.   

Arthur and Lily had another son, Jesse James,  in January 1921.  In 1939 the couple were 
living together at the Post Office, Main Road; Arthur was the Sub-Postmaster.   

Arthur died in Derbyshire in 1944. 

W i l l i a m  H a r o l d  C u t t s  

Cutts, Private - William Harold (9494) 

William was born in Belper in 1895.  In 1901 he was listed as being a Boarder at the 
Berrisford’s residence at The Moor, Wirksworth (aged 6) and in 1911 he was working as a 
farm labourer at New Barn, Alderwasley. 

William’s connection with Middleton is through his wife, Hilda Spencer, whom he married in 
January 1919.  Hilda May Spencer had been born in Middleton and was living there in 
1911.   

In 1939 the couple are living at 20b Steeple Grange with their twenty year old daughter, 
Harriet, and William was working as a lead smelter. 

William died in Derbyshire in 1964. 

It appears likely that in October 1914, William became a Prisoner of War.  He had been 
serving with the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment, 2nd Battalion, 
as a Private. 
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C h a r l e s  D o x e y  

Doxey, Private - Charles (111) 

Charles Doxey, born in 1885, was the son of John Frederick and Jane French Doxey of 
Water Lane, Middleton.  By 1911 he was living at Hill Side, Middleton, with his wife Edith 
Ellen Hawley, whom he married in June 1910.  He was working as a lead miner.   

In 1937 Charles appeared in local newspapers as the person chosen to throw up the ball at 
the annual Ashbourne Shrovetide celebrations.  He was described as a ‘previously well-
known local footballer,’ who then lived near Doncaster.  The couple had three children 
together - Cyril (b.1911), Eunice May (b.1913) and Eric (b.1914). 

Charles’ brother, Percy French died ‘in action’ during the war in 1918. 

Edith died in 1939, aged 55, whilst the couple were living in Sheffield.   

On the 1939 Register Charles is listed as a widower living near Doncaster with Charles E 
Doxey (b.1914), Gladys Doxey (b.1917) and Percy F Doxey (b.1924).  He died in 1962, 
outliving his son, Eric, by one year.  

Charles served as a Private with the Royal Army Medical Corps. 

D a n i e l  K i l k e n n y  D o x e y  

Doxey, Gunner - Daniel Kilkenny (636328/143198) 

Daniel Kilkenny Doxey was born in 1889.  By 1901 his father, George, had died and he was 
living at Main Street, Middleton, with his mother, Sarah, and two sisters.  This was still the 
case in 1911, by which time he was working as a limestone getter. 

In 1915 he married Lilian Wardman.  In 1939 they were both living at 86, Greenhill, 
Wirksworth with Daniel Dennis Doxey (b.1918) and Lilian C (b.1926).  On his Descriptive 
Report Enlistment, Evelyn Doxey (b.1915) is also listed as a child of Daniel’s.  Daniel 
Kilkenny died in 1960 in Derbyshire. 

In August 1920 an appeal was made to Mr C. F. White M.P. to appeal against a decision by 
the Ministry of Pensions for Daniel’s pension claim to be repudiated.  It was argued that 
Daniel was suffering with serious gas poisoning.   

Daniel was a Gunner with the Royal Field Artillery.  He had originally joined up with the 
Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment with service number 43403. 
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G e o r g e  D o x e y  

Doxey, Private - George (4492/241540) 

George Doxey was born in Middleton in 1896 to parents Aaron and Clara.  In 1901 they 
were living at The Green, before moving to Main Street in 1911, at which time George was 
a 15 year old bobbin carrier. 

In 1923 he married Laura Flint, also from Middleton, who was a cotton operative.  In the 
Derby Daily Telegraph of 12th July 1923, there is a report that the newly wedded couple 
were travelling between Cromford and Chesterfield when George lost a roll of 62 £1 
Treasury notes from his trouser pocket; representing the couple’s life savings! The money 
was to pay for their house furnishings. 

In 1939 the couple were living at New Road, Wirksworth and George was working as a 
textile cotton material handler.  They had a daughter, Gwenillian, who was born in 1925.  
George died in Derbyshire in 1958. 

George enlisted in August 1916 with the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) 
Regiment, 1/6th Battalion, raised in Chesterfield in August 1914.   
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G e o r g e  H e r b e r t  D o x e y  

Doxey, Private - George Herbert (14879) 

George Herbert Doxey was born in September 1892 to parents, John and Lizzie Doxey.  In 
1901 he lived at Nelson House, Middleton, with his five siblings and he was still there in 
1911 along with another two brothers and one more sister.   

At this time he was working as a cotton doubler.  George married Dorothy Edith Seedhouse 
at Matlock Bath in 1920.  They were living together in 1939 at Hillside, Scarthin, and 
George was working as a textile factory power house attendant.  George was a key 
member of the Middleton Victoria Band.  He died in Derbyshire in 1964. 

George served with the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment in the 
10th (A Company) and 9th Battalions, both formed at Derby.   

He was wounded in France in 1915 and was in hospital in Sheffield.  In November 1916 we 
know that he was transferred to No. 34 Casualty Clearing Station, which had arrived in 
France in 1915. 
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H a r o l d  D o x e y  

Doxey, Pioneer - Harold (287912) 

Harold Doxey was born on the 29th July 1890 to parents John Frederick and Jane Doxey.  
In 1901 he lived at Water Lane along with his ten siblings.  By 1911 he had moved to 
Didsbury, Manchester, and was boarding with a family whilst working as a railway porter.   

In 1917 he married Florence Lilian Bunting, who was originally from Holloway, but in 1911 
had been living with her uncle’s family in Altrincham, Manchester.   

In 1939 the couple had moved to Station House, Basford, Nottinghamshire, and Harold was 
working as the Railway Station Master.  Their son, Brian, had been born in 1930 and also 
lived in the household.   

Harold died in Derbyshire aged 100 years. 

Harold was a Pioneer with the Royal Engineers, having enlisted in May 1917.  On one of 
his army records he is referred to as Harold ‘Middleton’ Doxey.   

On the Silver War Badge Roll it records Harold’s discharge date as the 9th April 1919, with 
the cause of discharge described as being ‘tachycardia’, a condition that makes the heart 
beat faster than normal while at rest.  

J o h n  H e r b e r t  D o x e y  

Doxey, Sapper - John Herbert (440458) 

John Herbert Doxey was born on the 8th July 1894 to parents Robert and Millicent Doxey.  
In 1901 the family lived at Water Lane, Middleton, including John’s two sisters, Martha and 
Selina.  By 1911, Robert Doxey had died and John lived alone with his mother at Water 
Lane.  He worked as a cotton packer. 

In July 1922 he married Lilian E. Holmes of Cromford.  In 1939 they lived at Lea Bridge, 
Matlock, along with their son Keith, who had been born in 1925 and was a hosiery worker.  
John worked as a boiler fireman and he lived until he was 80 years old. 

John was a Sapper and an Acting Corporal for the Royal Engineers. 
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J o h n  K i l k e n n y  D o x e y  

Doxey, Private - John Kilkenny (103670) 

John Kilkenny Doxey was born in May 1887; the son of George and Sarah Doxey of 
Middleton, and brother of Daniel.  At the time of the 1901 Census, John was a patient at the 
Cottage Hospital, 35 Green Hill, Wirksworth.  He is described as being a Limestone 
Dresser’s Apprentice.  

In 1914 John married a Welsh lady, Hannah Roberts, at the Registry Office in Porthmadog, 
Wales.  In 1915 they were living in Ffestiniog, Merionethshire, with their one year old son, 
John.  

It appears that they had another four children.   In 1920, he was a sett maker, living in 
Middleton again.  In 1939 the couple were still in the area and he was still working as a sett 
maker loader at a quarry.  John died in 1952 when living at Greenhill. 

John enlisted in Wales in 1915 and served as a Private with the Royal Army Medical Corps. 

L e s l i e  A r t h u r  D o x e y  

Doxey, Private - Leslie Arthur (645743) 

Leslie Arthur Doxey was born in September 1897 to parents John and Jane Doxey.  He was 
the younger brother of Harold Doxey.  The family lived at Water Lane, Middleton, and in 
1911 Leslie was working as a factory hand (hosier) along with most of his older siblings.   

Leslie married Elsie Allsop of Wirksworth in July 1921 and by 1939 they were living together 
at 91, Bolehill with Leslie still working in the textile trade as a senior clerk and cashier at a 
mill. He died in Derbyshire in 1968. 

Leslie served with the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment 3/6th 
Battalion, 5th Battalion (later called 1st/5th) and latterly with the Labour Corps.  He was 
discharged in April 1919, with his residence being recorded as Chestnut House, Middleton. 
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S a m u e l  D o x e y  

Doxey, Private - Samuel (43302) 

Samuel was born in Middleton on the 5th June 1885 and attended Middleton National 
School.  In 1901 he was a 15 year old errand boy and lived with his mother, Edith, his 
father, Thomas and his sister, Sarah, at Main Street.  Samuel married Emily Else in 1907 
and they were living together on Main Street by 1911.  Samuel was then working as a 
limestone quarryman.  On the 1939 Register Samuel and Emily were recorded as living at 
22, Bennett Street, Manchester, with Samuel working as an iron foundry storekeeper.  He 
died in Manchester in 1965.   

Samuel initially served as a Private with the 2nd South Lancashire Regiment before moving 
to the Prince of Wales’s Volunteers (South Lancashire) Regiment. 

T h o m a s  G i l l a t t  D o x e y  

Doxey, Private - Thomas Gillatt (12678) 

Thomas Gillatt Doxey was born in Middleton in November 1899 to parents Aaron and Clara 
Doxey, who lived at The Green in 1901 and at Main Street in 1911.   

It is likely that Thomas was also known as ‘George Thomas’ and was killed in 1926, at the 
age of 26, during blasting operations at the Intake Limestone Quarries of Messrs. Prestwick 
and Son. 

His military career is unclear, but it is possible that he served with the Grenadier Guards. 

W a l t e r  E l s e  

Else, Private - Walter (2666) 

Walter Else was born in Middleton in February 1899 and lived at Rise End.  He was the son 
of William and Clara Else.  In 1925 he married Ada Amelia Tomlinson, who was from 
Cromford.  In 1939 they were living together in Matlock with their daughter, Kathleen, who 
had been born in 1927.  Walter died in 1980 in Derbyshire. 

Walter served as a Private, initially with the Derbyshire Yeomanry A Squadron and then the 
Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment, 15th Battalion.   
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W i l l i a m  E l s e  

Else, Private - William (1608) 

William Else was born in Wirksworth in March 1880 to parents William and Emma (nee 
Houghton) Else.  In 1881 the family were living at a residence on Main Street, Middleton.   

By 1891 they had moved to Wirksworth and William had four siblings.  The family remained 
in Wirksworth in 1901 and William had, by this time, gained another six siblings.  His sister, 
Lucy Annie Else, only survived for one year.  In 1905 William lost both his mother and 
father. 

In September 1907, William married Amy Gould at St. Mary’s, Wirksworth, and a year later 
they welcomed their son, Thomas William Else. In 1908, aged 28, William first enlisted with 
the army.  There were a number of pre-existing Territorial Force units and volunteer 
battalions serving in Derby and Derbyshire. 

By 1911 Amy, Thomas and William were living at Greenhill, Wirksworth.  There is a record 
of William enlisting again in 1912 and that same year their daughter, Dorothy Emma Else, 
was born.  Amy and William went on to have another two children, James and Walter.  Their 
son, Thomas, and daughter, Dorothy, both died within a month of each other (January 1934 
and December 1933 respectively).  William died in 1945. 

William served with the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment 6th 
Battalion.  His brother, Alfred, also served with the Sherwood Foresters and was killed in 
action in 1916.  Alfred is buried at the Foncquevillers Military Cemetery and is recorded on 
the memorial at St. Mary’s Church, Wirksworth. 
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W i l l i a m  S p e n c e r  B u t l e r  E l s e  

Else, Private - William Spencer Butler (241612) 

Born on the 5th August in Middleton, William Spencer Butler Else was the son of George, a 
limestone quarryman, and Grace Else.  He attended the village school from 1899.  In 1911, 
aged 14, he was recorded as working as a cotton operative gaser (de-fumigating raw cotton 
prior to use in the textile industry) and living at Hill Side, Middleton along with his three 
siblings.  On the 1939 Register, William was listed as living in Derby with his wife Emma 
Else (nee Taylor), whom he married in 1919 at Middleton Baptist Chapel.  His occupation at 
this time is not known.  William died in 1963 aged 66. 

William served with the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment, 2/6th 
Battalion, which had been formed at Chesterfield on 14th September 1914.  From 16th 
November 1915 he spent nine months as a Prisoner of War. 

William was recorded as having received a Level 3 Gallantry medal for acts of gallantry and 
devotion to duty under fire or for individual or associated acts of bravery which were 
insufficient to merit the Distinguished Conduct Medal.   

G e o r g e  H e n r y  G o o d a l l  

Goodall, Private - George Henry (37635 and 25392) 

George Goodall was born in Middleton in April 1887 to parents James and Emma Goodall.  
The family lived at The Green, Middleton.  George was working as a stone sawyer in 1911.  
That same year, George married Alice Brailsford in Middleton and they had two daughters 
together, Marjorie (b.1914) and Kathleen (b.1915).   

In 1939 George and Alice were living at The Hill, Rise End, Middleton and George was still 
working as a limestone sawyer.  Their daughters, both married, were also listed at this 
address along with Kathleen’s son, Keith.  George died in 1957 in Derbyshire. 

George served as a private with the Lincolnshire Regiment initially in 1915 with the 4th 
Labour Battalion.  By 1919 he was with the 43rd Labour Company. 
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J o s e p h  R i c h a r d  G o o d a l l  

Goodall, Private - Joseph Richard (268531) 

Joseph Richard was the older brother of Sam and Arthur Goodall; thought to have been 
born in Wirksworth on 31st October 1884.  He enrolled at school in Middleton in 1890.  
Joseph was working as a quarry delver in 1911 and was listed as being married to 
Josephine Margaret Spencer (married 30th March 1907) with whom he had two daughters, 
May and Doris.  In 1939 it would appear that Josephine was living at Town End, Matlock.  It 
is likely that Joseph and Josephine both died in 1954 in the Wirksworth area. 

Joseph served with the 6th (Reserve) and 1/6th Battalion of the Duke of Wellington’s (West 
Riding Regiment).   

In 1916 there was a record from the British Army Court Martial that accuses Joseph of the 
offence of ‘Violence to Superiors’ (a Sergeant).  This offence is detailed as a person who, 
‘Strikes or uses or offers any violence to his superior officer or uses threatening or 
insubordinate language to his superior officer.’  Joseph was sentenced to six months 
detention.   

In March 1917 Joseph was transferred from a sick convoy with ‘dental caries’ and 
discharged back to duty thirteen days later.  It is likely that he would have been at the 
Flanders Coast at this time. 

F r a n c i s  W i l l i a m  G r a t t o n  

Gratton, Private - Francis William (40913) 

Born in Middleton on the 12th February 1893, Francis was the son of Francis Henry, a 
farmer, and Eliza Gratton of Church View, Middleton.  In 1901 his father is recorded as a 
butcher who had been born in Monmouthshire.  Francis attended school in the village.  By 
1911 he was living at Hill Side, Middleton, with his parents, sister, Lilian (20) and his two 
brothers, Lancelot (15) and Redvers (10).  He was working as a marble mason. 

Francis William’s death is registered at Ashbourne in the September quarter of 1920, aged 
27. He died from the after effects of active service. 

Francis William Gratton is likely to have served as a Private with the 8th Battalion 
Manchester Regiment from the 29th November 1915 and was involved with the Irish 
Rebellion. 

He was discharged on the 22nd March 1919, when he was described as ‘no longer being 
physically fit for war service’. 

80



L a n c e l o t  A l e x a n d e r  G r a t t o n  

Gratton, Corporal - Lancelot Alexander (46498) 

Lancelot Alexander Gratton was born in Middleton on the 2nd January, 1896 to parents 
Francis Henry and Eliza Gratton.  His older brother, who died in 1920, was Francis William 
and his younger brother was Redvers Henry David.  The family lived in Middleton at Hill 
Side.  At the time of enlisting, Lancelot was a wheelwright and joiner. 

In May 1925 we know that Lancelot set sail for Quebec, Canada from Liverpool.  He is 
documented as sailing back to Liverpool from New York in the December of the same year. 

Lancelot married Ethel Bowen (nee Brear) in South Manchester in September 1935.  Four 
years later he is registered as working as a joiner and living in digs in Lancashire with his 
brother, Redvers.   

From 1946 until 1961 it appears that Lancelot resided in various properties in and around 
London (Battersea, Clapham and Wandsworth).  In 1953 his mother died in Hemsworth, 
Yorkshire.  Lancelot’s death is recorded as being in 1962 in Ryedale, Yorkshire.  He had 
married again in March 1956 (Georgina Vivian Bodkin) when he was 60 years old. 

Lancelot was an Airman with the Royal Air Force.  He had been transferred from the Royal 
Scots Regiment in 1916.   

R e d v e r s  H e n r y  D a v i d  G r a t t o n  

Gratton, Seaman - Redvers Henry David (Z/6137) 

Redvers Henry David Gratton was the brother of Lancelot and Francis William Gratton.  He 
also grew up in Middleton, having been born in the village in 1900. 

He undertook an engineering apprenticeship at Metropolitan Vickers in Manchester.   

In 1939 he was living in lodgings in Manchester with Lancelot and his profession is 
described as ‘foreman steel heat treatment’.   

In 1941, aged 40, he married Marjorie Wright at Kirk Smeaton, Yorkshire.  It appears likely 
that they had two children.  From the age of 58, records show that his residence was in 
Skipton, West Yorkshire.  He died in June 1967 in Green Hammerton, Yorkshire. 

From 1918 he trained on submarines with the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve Service 
(Mersey Division). 
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E r n e s t  G r e g o r y  

Gregory, Pioneer - Ernest (268703/28946/64662) 

Ernest Gregory was born in Bonsall in March 1887 to parents John and Elizabeth Gregory.   

In 1901 they were living at Scarthin, Mount Pleasant, Matlock Bath.   

By 1911 Ernest was living with his wife, Emily Doxey, and her family at Main Street, 
Middleton.  They had married in the village in 1909.  Their first child, Doris Gregory, had 
been born in 1910 and their son, Ernest, was born in 1913.  Ernest Snr. was working as a 
cotton examiner. 

In 1939 Emily and Ernest were living at The Lanes, Middleton; Ernest was working as a 
textile factory stock keeper.  He died in 1969 in Derbyshire. 

Ernest enlisted when he was aged 29 and served with the Royal Engineers.  He was 
discharged in October 1919. 

S a m u e l  R o b e r t  H a l l  

Hall, Private - Samuel Robert  

John Hall’s younger brother, Samuel, was also born in Middleton, on the 25th January 
1898.  He married his wife, Emma Kniveton from Bonsall, in September 1925.  By 1939 he 
had become a goods shunter and was living in Matlock with Emma and her father, John, 
and brother, Frank.  It is likely that he died in Bakewell in June 1955. 

Samuel’s military service is unclear.  However, it is possible that he served as a Private with 
the 3rd and 9th Battalion, Duke of Wellington’s (West Riding Regiment) and was potentially 
discharged with trench feet in 1917. 
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A l e c  H a l l o w s  

Hallows, Private - Alec (53554) 

Alec Hallows was born on the 30th July 1900 to parents Herbert and Ann Jane Hallows 
(nee Kirk) of Water Lane, Middleton.  In 1911 he was living at Rise End with his older 
brother, William, and his seven other siblings.   

Alec married Drucilla Gould in October 1922 and their first child, Albert, was born in 1923.  
They went on to have a daughter, Maisie, in 1926 and another son, Alec, in 1932.  In 1939 
the family lived at The Engine House, Middleton (the Hallows’ family home) and Alec 
worked as a limestone quarry loader.  He died in 1963 in Derbyshire. 

Alec served with the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment, 53rd 
Battalion.  This was a Young Soldier Battalion that had been formed in October 1917 in 
Rugeley as part of the 1st Reserve Brigade.  In October 1918 it moved to Clipstone, Notts. 
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Alec Hallows in his WW1 uniform



 

8 4

Herbert and Ann Jane Hallows with their children

Alec and Drucilla Hallows in the 1960s

Many thanks to http://www.wirksworth.org.uk/D20-HALW.htm#jeandurbin for the photos.

http://www.wirksworth.org.uk/D20-HALW.htm#jeandurbin
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A l f r e d  H a r r i s o n  

Harrison, Lance Corporal - Alfred (20525) 

Alfred was born in Wirksworth on the 16th September 1899.  In 1901 he was living with his 
parents, George, a limestone quarry sett maker, and Emma Harrison at New Houses, 
Middleton.  He attended school in Middleton from 1902.  By 1911 he was living at Hill Side, 
Middleton, along with his mother, Emma (39) and siblings, Evelyn (19), Edith (17), Ida (15) , 
Arthur (14), Alfred (11) and Blanche (10) and still attending school.   

In 1922 Alfred married Mary Marshall of Green Hill, Bonsall, at St. James’s Church, Bonsall.  
The 1939 Register records Alfred and Mary living together at Church Street, Matlock with 
Alfred working as a quarry labourer. It is likely that Alfred died in Derbyshire in 1960. 

Alfred’s military service is not entirely clear, but it is possible that he was a Lance Corporal 
(service number 20525) with the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) 
Regiment; enlisting in December 1914 and being discharged in March 1917 because of 
wounds and being ‘no longer physically fit for war service.’ 

A r t h u r  H a r r i s o n  

Harrison, Private - Arthur (34186) 

Alfred’s older brother, Arthur, was born in Enderby, Leicestershire, on the 24th November 
1896.  He attended school in Middleton.  By 1911 he was living with his brother at Hill Side, 
Middleton, and working as an errand boy. 

It is probable that Arthur married Alice Slack in 1926 at the Holy Trinity Church in Middleton.   

According to the 1939 Register it appears that a widowed Arthur lived in Derbyshire with his 
parents (George and Emma Harrison), his sister Blanche, and her husband (George 
Sheldon) at Fountain House, Main Street, Wirksworth.  At this time he worked as a ‘dock 
man limestone quarry heavy worker’.  Arthur’s death is uncertain, but it is probable that it 
was in Derbyshire in 1948. 

Arthur served with the Machine Gun Corps (Private, 154363) and the Sherwood Foresters 
(Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment.  He appears to have been wounded in 1916 and 
again on the 5th November 1917. 
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J o h n  H a r r i s o n  

Harrison, Gunner - John (185959/65289) 

John Harrison was born in Middleton on the 16th March 1891, to parents Joseph and 
Harriett Harrison.   

The family residence was listed as being in the village, Main Street, in both 1901 and 1911.  
In 1911, John was described as being a limestone quarry horse driver. 

In 1913 John married Mary Annie Else.  They had at least six children together.  John died 
in Derbyshire in 1971 aged 80. 

John joined the Royal Field Artillery (R.F.A.), 1st Reserve Battery, 58th Brigade in 1915.  By 
1919 he was still with the R.F.A. and was a gunner with the Divisional Ammunition Column. 
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G e o r g e  H o l m e s  

Holmes, Sapper - George (397168) 

George was born in Cromford in about 1887.  In 1911 he was living with his mother-in-law 
and step father-in-law (Emma and James Brace) at The Fields, Middleton, and working as a 
labourer.   

In 1910 George had married Emma Spencer in Middleton.   

On the 1939 Register, George was recorded as living at 4, Queen Street, Wirksworth and 
working as a general labourer and a colour works heavy worker.  Emma was the step sister 
of Laurence Brace and she died in 1970 aged 83.  It is thought that George died in March 
1966. 

George’s military service is not entirely clear.  It is possible that he was a Sapper with the 
Royal Engineers ‘G’ Depot Coy. (service number 397168), having enlisted in November 
1914.  If this is the case, then he was discharged due to ‘sickness’ in September 1918. 

J o h n  H o l m e s  

Holmes, Sapper - John (212793) 

John Holmes was born in Darfield, Yorkshire on the 26th November 1880 to parents John 
William, a marble polisher, and Ruth Holmes (nee Killer).  John lost two of his younger 
sisters, Hannah and Mary, before they turned 12 months and his brother, Wilfred, died 
when he was just 14 months old. 

John’s residence was recorded as being in Middleton in both 1901 and 1911.  John married 
Annie Pidcock from Duffield in 1902 and in 1911 they were living at Rise End with their first 
son, John William Oliver, who had been born in 1910 in Luton, and Annie’s mother, Ruth.  
John was working as a Wheelwright at a limestone quarry. 

Together, they had three more children, Cyril, Ivor and Annie.   

In 1939 John and Annie were living at The Lanes, Middleton, with Cyril and Annie.  Both 
John and Cyril were working as miners and Annie was described as being a ‘laundry 
classifier and sorter’.  The year of his death is unknown. 

John served with the Royal Engineers, 1/3rd EL Company, 591st and 592nd Fortress 
Company. 
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W i l l i a m  H o u g h t o n  

Houghton, Private - William (240847) 

William Houghton was born in May 1890, the youngest son of John Henry and Mary 
Houghton.  The family lived in Wirksworth and William worked as a quarryman.   

In February 1913, William married Flora Evans, the daughter of Joseph Evans of The 
Lanes, Middleton, at Middleton Parish Church.  Flora died, aged 44, in 1934. 

In 1939, William was living at Sandy Hill, Middleton, with his three children, Kathleen 
(b.1914), Arnold (b.1920) and John (b. 1927) and Kathleen’s daughter, Deanna.   

Kathleen had married Eric Wildgoose in 1937. William was working as a ‘tramway man 
getter quarry worker’ and he died in 1959. 

William enlisted with the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment 2/6th 
Battalion in 1914.  In 1917 records show that he was injured and taken to the 18th General 
Hospital at Camiers, France, before being transferred to a Casualty Clearing Station.  
William was discharged in February 1919 due to disability and his residence at this time 
was Hillside, Middleton. 

S a m u e l  J e p s o n  

Jepson, Private - Samuel (60238) 

Samuel Jepson was born on the 30th May 1888 to parents, Samuel and Emma Jepson.   

In 1911 he was living at Water Lane with his parents and his sister, Hannah, and working as 
a labourer at a quarry. 

Samuel married Elizabeth Gardon on the 14th February 1915 and they had a daughter, 
Hazel, in 1924.  In 1939 they were living together at The Lanes.  It is likely that Samuel died 
in 1953. 

Samuel served as a Private with the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) 
Regiment. 
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A r t h u r  K i l l e r  

Killer, Second Lieutenant - Arthur (18145/172517) 

Arthur was born in Middleton in September 1888 to parents Adam and Anne Killer.  In 1891, 
they were living at Back Yard, Middleton.  Adam died in 1892 and by 1901 the family had 
moved to Main Street.  Arthur had then moved to Royton, Lancashire, and by 1911 he was 
boarding with a family whilst working as an assistant teacher.   

His brother, George, was 'killed in action’ in 1917.  In May 1920, when the war memorial 
tablet was unveiled at the Parish Church, Middleton, the event was attended by members of 
the National Federation of Discharged and Demobilised Sailors and Soldiers, under the 
command of Arthur. 

In 1922, Arthur attended the wedding of his sister, Ethel, to Raymond Boden.  At this time, 
Arthur’s mother was living at Ash Hill, Middleton.  Ethel was also a teacher and Arthur gave 
her away.  Their brother, William, was the Best Man.  Arthur died in 1941. 

Arthur enlisted with the Grenadier Guards at the outbreak of war and served as a Private 
before becoming a Second Lieutenant with the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and 
Derbyshire) Regiment.   

Some men from the latter Regiment transferred to the Machine Gun Corps in 1916 and 
Arthur was certainly serving with them when he was injured in April 1918.  

H a r o l d  K i l l e r  

Killer, Private - Harold (60234) 

Harold Killer was born in Middleton in January 1881 to parents Adam and Anne Killer.   

He was still living in the village in 1911 before marrying Edith Coulthread in Wirksworth in 
1915.  They had two sons, Arthur (born 1915) and Geoffrey (born 1919).   

In 1939 Harold was living with Edith and Arthur at Rise End, Middleton, and working as a 
foreman at a stone sawing mill.  He died in 1968. 

Arthur served as a Private with the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) 
Regiment, 16th and 12th Battalions. 
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W i l l i a m  K i l l e r  

Killer, Second Lieutenant - William (8615) 

William was born in August 1893 to parents George and Mary Killer of Main Street, 
Middleton.  In 1911 William was a tinsmith and living with his parents and siblings, Albert, 
George and Sarah. 

In 1939 he was a single man living in Lancashire working as a Railway Fireman with his 
nephew, Arthur Killer, a fitter.  Arthur’s parents Albert and Mary (nee Whitwell) had died in 
1935 and 1931 respectively.  William died in 1952.  

William served as a Second Lieutenant with the Royal Fusiliers. 

S a m u e l  M a r p l e s   

Marples, Driver - Samuel (81449) 

Samuel Marples was born in Middleton to parents Edward and Elizabeth Marples on the 
29th September 1898.  He attended school in the village and in 1901 was living at The 
Lanes.  The family had moved to 38, The Dale, Wirksworth in 1911. 

Samuel married Lily Seeds at Wirksworth in 1924.  In 1939 the couple were living at 50, 
Wash Green, Wirksworth, and Samuel was working as a fire brick maker.  Their son, 
Samuel D. Marples, was born in 1925.  Marples was a member of Middleton Band and a 
well-known local footballer.  He died in 1964. 

Samuel served as a Driver with the Royal Artillery (Royal Horse Artillery and Royal Field 
Artillery).  He was wounded in the autumn of 1915 and was reported to be at a hospital 
base in France with ‘bad legs’.   
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G e o r g e  E d w a r d  M a t h e r  

Mather, Private - George Edward (4490 and 131293) 

George Mather was born in 1896 to parents Hannah and Edward Mather.  

In 1901 they were living at Main Street, followed by The Field in 1911.  George married 
Millicent Alice Brewell in 1919 in Wirksworth.  Prior to joining the army, George was an 
engine driver for the Ible Basalt Co., Bonsall.  By 1939 the couple were living in Shardlow, 
with George working as a ‘general fitter’.  George died in Derbyshire in 1969. 

George was a Private with the Machine Gun Corps of the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham 
and Derbyshire) Regiment.  In March 1917, he was wounded in the right hand during an 
engagement.  His gun was blown out of his hand and his comrade was seriously wounded.  

The Derbyshire Courier of 28th April 1917, describes how George was a survivor from the 
British hospital ship, the Donegal, which was torpedoed and sunk by a German submarine.  
George was being invalided home following his hand injury when the ship was attacked.   

He wrote to his parents following the experience (from the Beaufort War Hospital, 
Fishponds, Bristol) to say that he had arrived safely in ‘dear old Blighty….’, and that,  

‘I must consider myself very fortunate in being able to write to tell you of my thrilling 
experience in mid-channel on my way home from France. It will be something to remember 
as long as I live. I can tell you that I do not wish to experience such an anxious time again.' 

George described how they had set off from a French port but that at about 30 miles from 
Southampton,  

91

Pte. George Mather, Derbyshire Courier,    April 1917



‘..something terrible happened…several of our poor lads were instantly killed and a lot more 
were struggling in the water fighting for their lives…with a struggle I managed to get into a 
lifeboat.’   

 A ‘destroyer’ was sent to the aid of the ship, although it didn’t arrive for over an hour.  
George climbed the rope on board to safety and described how the ‘Jacks’ looked after 
everyone, ‘we had cocoa and biscuits and they were very good to us.’ 

He told his parents that,  

‘I can scarcely realise that I am in England, yet I am hoping to be out of hospital in a week 
or so and I am looking forward to coming home again. I am ready for a change.’ 

Another hospital ship, the Lanfranc, was also sunk the same week.  In total, 75 people from 
the two ships drowned. 

A r t h u r  M i l n e r  

Milner, Sapper - Arthur (238625 and 265491) 

Born in Matlock in August 1891, Arthur grew up with his parents, Edward and Susan, at 
Ryecroft, Darley Dale.  In 1911 he was working as an under gardener.  He married Adeline 
Slack, of Middleton, in 1918 at Mount Zion Chapel, Middleton and in 1939 they were living 
together at 13 Ryecroft, Matlock.   

Arthur’s occupation was described as a London, Midland and Scottish Railway (L.M.S.) 
Goods Guard.  Arthur died in 1971. 

Arthur was a Sapper with the Railway Operating Division of the Royal Engineers.  He 
enlisted in 1915. 
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H e n r y  T h o m a s  N a d i n  

Nadin, Private - Henry Thomas (607488/241772) 

Henry Thomas Nadin was born in October 1894.  In both 1901 and 1911 he was living at 
Rise End, Middleton, with his parents, Thomas and Elizabeth Nadin.  Henry worked as a 
mill hand. 

In 1922 Henry married Annie Kinder. Their daughter, Nancy, was born that same year.  In 
1929 they also had a son, Thomas, who died two years later. 

Henry served with the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment and the 
Labour Corps.  The Derbyshire Courier reported him as being wounded in December 1917.  
He was discharged on the 19th February 1919. 

W a l t e r  P a s h l e y  

Pashley, Pioneer - Walter (305220) 

Walter Pashley’s connections with Middleton are through his wife, Lily Goodall, whom he 
married in 1909.  Lily had been born and raised in the parish, whilst Walter, who was born 
in 1886, was born in and resided mainly around South Darley and Wensley.  Their first 
daughter, Florrie, was born in 1910 followed by Georgina Gwendoline in 1911 and Eileen 
Mary in 1916.  Gwendoline, who worked at Masson Mill, married Owen Holmes in 1936. 

Walter and Lily were living in Belper in 1939 and Walter was working as a stone sawyer.  
They shared their house with Horace Bee as well as Eileen and Brian Pashley, who was 
born in 1927.  Eileen married Horace Bee in 1943 (there was a 45 year difference between 
the couple).  Walter died in 1957. 

Walter was a Pioneer with the Royal Engineers.  His previous units were the Lincolnshire 
Regiment, the Labour Corps and the West Yorkshire Regiment (5th Battalion). 
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S a m u e l  P e a r s o n  

Pearson, Lance Corporal - Samuel (18292/362881/416688) 

Samuel Pearson was born at Rise End, Middleton, in October 1892.   

In 1901 he was living with his parents, Samuel, a quarryman, and Jane Pearson at The 
Dale, Wirksworth.  In September 1917 Samuel married Mary Harrison Brooks, the sister of 
Samuel William Brooks, both of whom were from Middleton.   

Together they had two sons, Samuel N. born in 1921, and Cedric, born in 1926.  Both 
children were born in the village.  Samuel died in Derbyshire in 1978. 

We know that Samuel signed his Attestation Papers for the Territorial Force (Sherwood 
Foresters) in 1912.  In March 1918, Samuel was captured at Bullecourt in France and was 
sent to Parchim in Germany as a Prisoner of War. 
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Samuel Pearson in his uniform
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Front and back of a 1918 postcard from the Parchim Prisoner of War Camp.
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B e r t r a m  W i l l i a m  P e t t s  

Petts, Corporal - Bertram William (235225) 

Bertram William Petts was born in 1889 to parents John and Susannah Petts (nee Moore). 
His younger brother was George Leonard Petts, who was killed in France in April 1917.  

Bertram lost two of his sisters and a brother before he turned 20 (Sarah Ann died in 1903 
aged 20; Louise died in 1907 aged 19 and John James died in 1908 aged 32). 

In 1911 he was living in Middleton with his parents and brothers Lawrence (born in 1896) 
and George Leonard.  Bertram married May Brooks in Middleton on the 9th September 
1914 and their first child, Lawrence, was born in November 1916.  May’s sister, Francis 
Brooks, married Bertram’s brother, Lawrence.  May and Bertram went on to have more 
children; Enice, Jean and Yvonne. 

In 1939 Bertram was living at Albion House and was working as a stone mason.  He died in 
December 1961, the same year and month as his wife. 

Bertram enlisted in 1917 when he was 28 (the same year that George Leonard was killed) 
and living at The Post Office, Middleton.  He served as a Sapper and a Corporal with the 
Royal Engineers, Inland Water Transport unit.     

J o h n  H e n r y  S h e l d o n  

Sheldon, Company Sergeant Major - John Henry (20/19861) 

John Henry Sheldon was born in Manchester in 1889.  His father, Henry, was the son of  
Joseph Sheldon (also the father of Daniel Sheldon), who was born in Middleton and had 
lived there until the 1870s, when they moved to Gorton in Manchester, seeking work. 

In June 1915 John was living with his father and the rest of the family in Henry Street, 
Gorton, when he volunteered with the Lancashire Fusiliers (2nd, 20th [Service] Battalion).  
John was wounded in action at Cambrai in September 1918 and demobbed in May 1919, 
with the rank of Company Sergeant Major.   

John’s brother, Albert, who was born in 1892, served as a Private with the Manchester 
Regiment (22nd Battalion), after also volunteering in June 1915.  Albert was with John on 
the Western Front by early 1916, first at Loos then at the Battle of Albert, where Albert was 
killed on the 9th March 1916.   
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J o h n  S a m u e l  S h e l l e y  

Shelley, Private - John Samuel (205822) 

John Samuel Shelley was born in Middleton in 1896 to parents Frank and Rose (nee Wain) 
Shelley. The family lived at New Houses in 1901 and Water Lane in 1911, by which time 
John was working as a 14 year old bobbin carrier. 

John married Florence May Goring in 1920 and the following year they had their first child, 
Lilian.  Their son, Cyril James, was born in 1922.   

In 1939 John and Florence were living with their two children at a residence in Shardlow 
and John was working as a Railway Guard.  John died in Derbyshire in 1988. 

John served as a Private with the 1st (City of London) Battalion (Royal Fusiliers), having 
enlisted in 1915, aged 19. 

H e n r y  S i d d a l l  

Siddal, Gunner - Henry (222777) 

Henry Siddall was born in Scarthin in August 1888 to parents John and Mary Siddall (nee 
Kniveton). 

In 1911 Henry was working as a Railway Engine Cleaner and boarding with the Hawley 
family in Buxton (the head of the house was a Railway Engine Stoker). 

Henry’s connection to Middleton is through his wife.  He married Harriett Doxey, who was 
born in Middleton in 1915.  The couple had one daughter, Winifred, who sadly died in 1919 
aged just three and a half years when she was run over by a motor car.   

In 1939 Henry and Harriett were living in Wirksworth and Henry was working as a Hosiery 
Machinist.  It is possible that Henry died in the October of 1939. 

Henry served as a Gunner with the Royal Field Artillery.   

In May 1917 he was injured and transported to the Catterick Military Hospital, before being 
discharged in June of the same year. 
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D a n i e l  S l a c k  

Slack, Private - Daniel (13130) 

Daniel Slack was born on the 10th January 1898 in Middleton.  His parents were Thomas 
William and Annie Slack (nee Seeds).   

In 1901 Daniel was living in the village at Hillside with his mother, his two brothers, Herbert 
and Bertie, and his sister Beatrice.  His father had died the previous year, aged 27. 

Daniel’s mother, Annie, remarried in 1903 to Frederick Moss.  Annie and Frederick went on 
to have two sons, George (b.1903) and Cyril (b.1908).  In 1911 both sets of children were 
living with Annie and Frederick at 12 Millers Green, Wirksworth. 

In May 1920 Daniel was voted in as a member of the Asbourne Rural Council.  Daniel 
married Gertrude Emily Gleeson in 1923 and their son, Gershom Edward Slack, was born 
in 1925.  Gertrude died in 1931.  By 1939, Daniel was living at 14 Millers Green with his 
mother, stepfather, Frederick, and Annie’s brother, George Seeds.  Daniel was working as a 
limestone tiler.  He died in Wirksworth in 1966. 

Daniel served as a Private with the 1st Sherwood Foresters, B Company (Nottinghamshire 
and Derbyshire Regiment).  He was captured as a Prisoner of War on the 27th May 1918 at 
Berry-Au-Bac during the Third Battle of the Aisne.   

99

Gershom Edward Slack



F r a n k  S l a c k  

Slack, Corporal - Frank (189096 & WR/287491) 

Frank was born in Bolehill in November 1887 to parents James and Annie Slack (nee Kay).  
He had a brother, Alfred and a sister, Florrie.  The family are listed as living at Bolehill in 
both 1901 and 1911.  Aged 14, Frank was recorded as a ‘new appointment’ at the Walton 
Station of the Midland Railway and by 1911 his occupation was as a Railway Clerk.  His 
connection to Middleton is through his 1916 marriage to Mary Doxey; Mary had been born 
in the village. 

In 1939 the couple were living at Prospect House, Wirksworth with Mary’s widowed father.  
Frank was working as a cowman.  He died in 1966. 

Frank served as a Second Corporal with the Royal Engineers, Railway Operating Division 
from 1914 until 1919. 

W i l l i a m  S l a c k  

Slack, Private - William (187617) 

William was born in Middleton on the 22nd December 1878.  He was the son of William 
Thomas Needham, a quarry manager, and Alice Slack who, in 1891, were living at Hill Side 
with their other three children.  He attended school in Middleton.  William married Sarah 
Ann Swinscoe on the 27th November 1899 in Chesterfield.  In 1901 they were living at 47, 
John Street, Chesterfield and William was working as a joiner.    

In 1911 William was still working as a joiner and had four children (John James, Charles, 
Alice Mary and Cyril).  By 1915, William and Sarah lived at The Croft, Water Lane, 
Middleton.  Between 1912 and 1919 they had another two daughters, Sarah and Bertha.   

On the 1939 Register, William was recorded as working as a carpenter.  He was living at 
Water Lane with Sarah Ann and their son, Cyril (born in 1909), who was a quarry man 
loader.  Kenneth Slack, their fourth son, born in 1925, was also present.  He was recorded 
as being a builder’s office boy.  William died in 1956. 

William served as a Private with the Labour Corps, having enlisted in 1915 with a Short 
Service Attestation to join the Durham Light Infantry.  The Attestation meant that a man 
could serve for three years or the duration of the war, whichever the longer, rather than the 
twelve years normally demanded.  Family sources report that part of William’s work during 
the Great War was making duckboards for the trenches.  On one occasion, whilst fitting 
these, he was gassed and damaged his eyes.  He had to wear thick glasses for the rest of 
his life. 
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E d w a r d  A l e c  S p e n c e r  

Spencer, Trooper - Edward Alec (75966) 

Edward Alec(k) Spencer (known mainly as Alec) was born in Middleton on the 31st July 
1894 to parents William Samuel, a limestone polisher, and Ellen Spencer (nee Buckley).  In 
1901, the family, including Edward’s two brothers, Joseph Samuel and Walter, were living at 
Main Street but had moved to Hill Side by 1911.  At this time, Edward was working as a 
house painter and had another sibling, Edna, who had been born in 1903.   

Edward married Alice (nee Slack) in 1920 and on the 1939 Register they are listed as living 
together at New Road, with Edward working as a shunter for the L.M.S. Railway Company.  
The couple had two children, one of whom was also called Alec, born in 1921.  Edward was 
known in the village for being a musician and vocalist.  Edward died in July 1982. 

Edward enlisted in November 1915 and served with the 1/1st Battalion Derbyshire 
Yeomanry.  This Battalion had formed in 1914 as part of the Nottinghamshire and 
Derbyshire Mounted Brigade.  In 1915, the Battalion moved to Egypt and sailed for Gallipoli 
before moving to Salonika in Greece in 1916.  In both the November and the December of 
1918, there are records indicating that Edward, by this time a Trooper, was suffering from 
diarrhoea/dysentery and had been admitted to the hospital ship. 
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E r n e s t  S p e n c e r   

Spencer, Private - Ernest (24775) 

Ernest was born in Middleton on the 7th May 1899 to parents Daniel and Esther (nee 
Evans) Spencer.  His father died in 1900 at the age of 34.  In 1911 Ernest was listed as 
living at Water Lane with his mother, Esther, and his three siblings and attending school.  
His youngest brother, Leslie, was born in 1901. 

Ernest was recorded on the 1939 Register with his wife, Sarah Spencer, whom he married 
in 1927 (also nee Spencer).  They were living at 5 King Street, Wirksworth, and had three 
children.  Ernest’s occupation was recorded as a ‘quarry man - incapacitated’.  Ernest died 
in Derbyshire in 1973. 

It is probable that Ernest served as a Private with the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and 
Derbyshire) Regiment, 15th Battalion. 

J o h n  W i l l i a m  S p e n c e r  

Spencer, Private - John William (12063) 

John William Spencer was born in Middleton on the 2nd June 1884 to parents Robert and 
Hannah Spencer (nee Hallows).  He attended school in the village.  In 1901 he was living in 
Middleton with his parents and his sister, Mary Elizabeth.  In 1911 John was living with his 
maternal Grandfather, William Hallows, on Main Street, Middleton and working as a plate 
layer.  His mother had died in 1897. 

On the 1939 Register, John was recorded as living at The Hill, Rise End, with his wife, Kate 
(nee Higton) whom he married in 1913.  John died in Derbyshire in 1975. 

John’s military career is not entirely clear.  It is probable that he was a Private with the 2nd 
Battalion Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment. 
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J o s e p h  W i l l i a m  S p e n c e r  

Spencer, Private - Joseph William (13529) 

Ernest’s brother, Joseph William, was born in Middleton on the 9th February 1895.  In 1901 
he was recorded as living with his mother, Esther, and his four siblings in Middleton.  By 
1911, he was working as a cotton millhand, still living with his mother and siblings at Water 
Lane, Middleton. 

Joseph married Martha Hallows in Birmingham in 1918.  They had a daughter, Joan 
Maureen, and possibly a son, William, in 1922.  In 1939, Joseph and Martha were living at 
9a Bole Hill.  Joseph was working as a limestone quarry getter.  Joseph died in 1975, aged 
79. 

In 1914 Joseph joined the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment 
(4432) with a Short Service Attestation before joining the 3rd/6th Battalion in 1915.  This 
Battalion had formed at home bases in March 1915 and moved to Grantham in the October 
of that year.  It later became the 6th Reserve. 

L e s l i e  A r t h u r  S p e n c e r  

Leslie Arthur Spencer was born on the 8th June 1900 in Middleton.  He was Ernest and 
Joseph Spencer’s younger brother.  In 1911 Leslie was also living at Water Lane with his 
mother, Esther, and attending school in the village.   

In 1939 Leslie was recorded as living in Wirksworth with his wife, Clara (nee Slater) who 
was from Burton upon Trent, and their son Haydn, who was born in October 1934.  Leslie 
worked as a limestone quarry clerk and died in Derbyshire in 1961. 

It is likely that Leslie served as a Private with the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and 
Derbyshire) Regiment. 
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R o b e r t  D a w s o n  S p e n c e r  

Spencer, Private - Robert Dawson (27693) 

Robert Dawson Spencer was born in 1888 to parents Charles and Elizabeth Spencer (nee 
Dawson).  The family lived in Middleton and in 1911 Robert was working as a limestone 
quarryman. In the same year he married Sarah Ellen Banks at a Registry Office wedding.  
The couple had two children, Ethel (b.1912) and Charles (b.1923).   

In 1939 Robert and Sarah were living at Rise End with Robert working as a limestone 
quarryman.  He died in November 1957. 

Robert served as a Private with the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) 
Regiment, 16th Battalion.  He was captured as a Prisoner of War on the 30th July 1916 at 
Guillemont.  A report shows that he had a bullet in his left leg. 

The 16th (Service) Battalion (Chatsworth Rifles), formed at Derby on 16th April 1915 by the 
Duke of Devonshire and the Derbyshire T.F. Association.  It moved to Buxton on 4th May 
1915 and then near Sheffield on the 8th June.  The Battalion had moved to France in 1916. 

W i l l i a m  S p e n c e r  

Spencer, Sapper - William (235241 & WR/505273) 

William Spencer was born in 1882 in Middleton to parents Thomas and Hannah Spencer.  
In 1891 they were living at The Green, before moving to Water Lane.  William worked as a 
stone quarryman. 

William married Elizabeth Ellen Wheeldon in 1902 and the couple were living together in 
Holloway.  Together they had three daughters.  By 1939 William was working as a hosiery 
warehouseman, living with Elizabeth in Milford. 

William served as a Sapper with the Royal Engineers, Inland Water Transport unit. 
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C o u l s t o n  B r e k  S t a r b u c k  

Starbuck, Sapper - Coulston Brek (255067) 

Coulston Brek Starbuck is mentioned in newspaper articles as being a soldier with 
connections to Middleton, although, even after extensive research, such connections are 
not entirely evident.  It is possible he had links to the area through his work with railways, as 
he appeared to travel across the country with his work in this field.  Coulston is recorded on 
the Weston on Trent Roll of Honour. 

Coulston was born in Winshill, Burton upon Trent in 1888 to parents George Robert and 
Fanny Elizabeth.  He grew up in Staffordshire, but by 1905 he was working for the Midland 
Railway at Castle Donington as the District Superintendent’s personal staff.  By 1911 he 
was boarding in Little Bowden, Leicestershire, and was a Railway Clerk.  In 1913 he 
married Maria Stone, who was from Shardlow, Derbyshire.  Together, they had three 
daughters, Kitty, Marion and Jean.   

In 1939 they were living at ‘The Grove’, Castleway, Repton and his occupation was as the 
Railway Station Master.  He died in 1955 in Louth, Lincolnshire. 

Perhaps not surprisingly, Coulston served as a Sapper with the Royal Engineers.  
Paperwork shows that he was discharged in October 1919, at which time his residence is 
listed as being in Northampton. 

B e n j a m i n  S t a t o n  

Staton, Private - Benjamin (M/413030) 

Benjamin was born in 1883 in Winster to parents Benjamin and Sarah Staton.  In 1901 he 
was living with them and his five siblings.  In 1910 Benjamin married Isabella Else, from 
Middleton, at Mount Zion Chapel and the following year they were both boarding with Agnes 
Fletcher in Winster.  In January 1913 Benjamin and Isabella had a daughter, Dorothy 
(Gwendoline). 

Although Benjamin enlisted in 1916, he was actually called up in 1918.  He was then living 
at 57 Olive Lane, Darwen, Lancashire and he was working as a railway shunter.   

Benjamin died in 1928 aged 45.  Isabella was listed on the 1939 Register as living at 
Willowbath Lane, Wirksworth, with her daughter and her family.  Isabella was working as a 
canteen welfare assistant at a cotton factory. 

Benjamin enlisted in 1916 and served from 1918.  He was a Private with the 35th Battalion, 
Royal Army Service Corps. 
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F r a n k  E l c e  W a l k e r  

Walker, Private - Frank Elce (15102) 

Frank Elce Walker was born in 1886 to parents Frank William and Mabel Walker, who were 
the publicans of The Rising Sun public house in Middleton.   

In 1939, Frank was living with Walter and Susannah Doxey as a single man in Middleton. 
He died in 1951.  

Frank served as a Private with the Sherwood Foresters, 10th Battalion, B Company 
following enlistment in September 1914.  This Battalion formed at Derby in September 1914 
as part of K2 and came under orders of the 51st Brigade in 17th (Northern) Division.  The 
Battalion moved to France (Boulogne) on 14th July 1915.   

There is a record of Frank being wounded and sent to the No.34 Casualty Clearing Station 
in November 1916 before being discharged in December 1917, aged 31. 

Newspaper articles from 1919 tell us that Frank actually lost one of his legs in the war.  In 
August 1919 the Derbyshire Courier mentions an appeal on behalf of Frank to raise money 
so he could start in business.  £49 8s was raised by a public subscription and a whist drive 
was held in the school.  Even in 1921 he was described in the newspaper as, ‘a local 
disabled solider’ when it was reported that he had purchased five freehold cottages at Rise 
End by public auction for £256. 
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J o h n  W a l k e r  

Walker, Second Lieutenant - John (242464) 

John was born on the 5th November 1894 in Bole Hill to parents John and Annie Walker.  In 
1901 John was living with his parents and three siblings, including Alec, in Cudworth, 
Barnsley.  It appears that the family had moved to there from Wirksworth in about 1900.  In 
1911 the family are recorded as living at The Field, Middleton, and John has another 
brother and two sisters.  He was working as a joiner in the building trade; the same 
occupation as his father.  

In 1917, when John was wounded, his next of kin are recorded as living in Bolton.  It 
appears that John married Nellie Curzon England on the 16th September 1919, in 
Blackwell, Derbyshire.  In 1939 the couple were living in Dartford, Kent, with their son, Roy 
Caldwell Walker.  Nellie’s widowed father, James, a retired colliery banksman, also resided 
there. 

John enlisted in 1915 and from the 1st June served as a Second Lieutenant with the B 
company of the Loyal North Lancashire Regiment.  His medical records from July 1917 
show that he needed attention on the 31st Ambulance Train for one day.  The next month he 
was wounded again, although there is no recorded description of the incident.  He was 
discharged from the British Army on the 7th February 1919 with the reason being, ‘surplus 
to military requirements, having suffered impairment since entry into the service.’ 

W i l l i a m  W a l k e r  

Walker, Private - William (18151) 

William Walker, born in 1889, was Frank Elce’s younger brother.  Like Frank, he grew up in 
the village with his father being the publican of The Rising Sun.  In 1911 he was recorded 
as being ‘out of work’. 

It is not clear exactly when William died.  

He served as a Private with the Grenadier Guards, 3rd Battalion, having enlisted in 1914. 
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E r n e s t  W h e e l d o n  

Wheeldon, Gunner - Ernest (108621) 

Ernest Wheeldon was born in Wirksworth in March 1886.  He grew up in Middleton with his 
parents, Samuel and Sarah Wheeldon, attending school in the village.  In 1901 the family 
were at Hillside, and Ernest worked as a general labourer.  In 1911 he was working as a 
limestone sawyer. 

In 1912 he married Mary Hannah Brooks at Mount Zion Chapel.  In 1932 Ernest was 
working as an engine drive at Hopton Wood Quarry and the couple lived together at Hillside 
East View, where they still resided in 1939.   

By this time, Ernest had been very involved with local issues and politics, including serving 
on the Parish Council and the Wirksworth Labour Party and setting up schemes such as a 
Rural Community Service Council for Middleton.  He was the Chairman of the Middleton 
and Wirksworth Quarry and Works Employees’ Contributory Scheme Fund Committee.   

He served as a Gunner with the Royal Garrison Artillery, 180 Heavy Battery.  In 1918 he 
was admitted to the 28th General Hospital before being transferred to the 84th Field Artillery 
Convalescent Depot. 

G e o r g e  W h e e l d o n  

Wheeldon, Private - George (23248) 

George Wheeldon was Ernest’s younger brother, having been born in September 1894.  In 
1911 he was working as a Limestone Quarryman. 

In 1921 he married Florence M. Keyworth and in 1939 the couple lived together in Queen 
Street, Middleton, with their three sons, Graham, Reginald and Brian.  George died in 1971. 

George’s military career is not certain, but it appears likely that he served as a Private with 
the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and Derbyshire) Regiment.  We know that he was 
wounded in the Spring of 1918. 
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F r a n c i s  A u g u s t u s  W o o d i w i s s  

Woodiwiss, Air Mechanic - Francis Augustus (42828) 

Francis Augustus Woodiwiss was born on the 24th June 1885 to parents, Samuel and 
Emily Elizabeth Woodiwiss.  In 1891 the family are recorded as living at Main Street, 
Middleton and in 1901 Francis was a ‘visitor’ at Sarah Spencer’s house in the village.  

Francis married Elizabeth Killer in Middleton in 1910 and a year later they are living 
together at Main Street; their first child, Brian, was born shortly after the 1911 Census was 
recorded.  Francis’s occupation was described as being a ‘house carpenter’. 

In 1939 the couple are living together at Ash Hill, Rise End with Francis working as a dairy 
farmer and Elizabeth a school teacher.  Francis died in Derbyshire in 1952. 

Francis joined the British Royal Air Fire in August 1916, aged 31. 

W a l t e r  W r i g h t  

Wright, Sapper - Walter (175591) 

Walter was born in Wensley, near Matlock, on the 2th July 1885 to parents, George and 
Ellen Wright.  In 1911 he was living at 4, Eagle Terrace, Wensley with his parents and his 
five siblings and was working as a lead ore dresser.  He married Jane Doxey in Middleton 
on the 19th October 1912.  In 1915 they had moved next door to his parents to live at 3, 
Eagle Terrace with their son, Silward, who had been born in 1913. 

By 1939, Walter had returned to Wensley to live at 3, Eagle Terrace, with his wife and their 
two children, Clifford (born in August 1924) and Silward Harborough (born in 1913).  Clifford 
was a gamekeeper’s assistant and Silward was a winch driver at a lead mine.  Walter’s 
occupation in 1939 is recorded as being a ‘lead miner getter’.  Walter’s death is recorded in 
1940, aged 55. 

Walter enlisted at Matlock in 1915 aged 30 and signed a Short Service Attestation form.  He 
served as a Sapper with the 180th Tunnelling Company of the Royal Engineers.  This unit 
formed at Labuissiere in 1915 and moved into the Vermelles section.  The unit was 
particularly active constructing saps and trenches during the Battle of Loos. 
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H e a v e n  H a s  O p e n e d  

Her eyes are like the sky 

A nice caring maid, 

In a white, cloud-like dress. 

She brings peace to me 

Like an angel in the sky. 

All the blood she’s seen 

She’s a healer of god that maid. 

She’s healed me, 

She healed there, 

She’s made to heal 

Everywhere. 

Oh that maid, 

She’s a healer, 

She’s the maid for me. 

By Elizabeth Rose, Owls Class, Middleton School 

110



R e c r u i t m e n t  f o r  t h e                                                      
F i r s t  W o r l d  W a r  

Prior to the start of the war, local newspapers do not suggest much in the way of what was 
coming to the world and reporting continues much as it was before, with a focus on 
community life and everyday matters. 

In late July 1914, members of the Derbyshire Territorials had set off for their annual two-
week summer training camp, which was to be at Hunmanby, on the edge of the Yorkshire 
Wolds.  In previous years, the training had been at Thoresby, Aberystwyth and 
Scarborough.  As documented in an account of the training in the Derby Daily Telegraph of 
27th July, 1914, 

‘The question that is being asked in corners where they smoke and talk and speculate, is 
whether, in view of the menacing situation on the continent - and elsewhere - it will 
conclude without an order for mobilisation.’ 

This question was soon answered and The Derbyshire Advertiser and Journal ran an article 
on the 7th August 1914 entitled, ‘Rapid Mobilisation in Derby.’  It described how the 
Territorials had to be recalled early from Hunmanby to get ready, ‘to march to any spot 
where they may be required to repel a foreign invader’.   

It was then that the 5th and 6th Battalions of the Sherwood Foresters (Nottingham and 
Derbyshire) Regiment hailing from Derby, Belper, Ilkeston Long Eaton, Swadlincote, 
Ashbourne, Matlock, Chesterfield, Clay Cross, Buxton and Chapel-en-le-Frith, joined with 
the 7th (Robin Hoods) and 8th Battalions to form the Brigade.  Most volunteers were in a 
Battalion or County Regiment of 1000 men. 

We know that this rapid mobilisation certainly affected Middleton soldier Frederick Taylor 
Robinson, who had been due to marry Elizabeth Hallows on his return from Hunmanby.  
The wedding was postponed until the end of August, with Frederick returning to his military 
duties on the same day as the ceremony. 

The Derby Daily Telegraph and Derby Mercury both printed a number of articles regarding 
recruitment and enlistment, including the mobilisation of the existing Territorial Force Derby 
and Derbyshire units.   

A Regiment was split up into smaller units of a Company, a Platoon or a Section.  Men aged 
19 to 41 rushed to enlist early on in 1914 and Battalions were formed in Derby, Nottingham, 
Newark and Chesterfield.  After conscription, it was more likely that men from the village 
would not be posted together and, as illustrated in previous chapters, consequently served 
in many different regiments from the Royal Field Artillery to the Royal Scots (Lothian 
Regiment).  However, it is clear to see that many of the men from Middleton did enlist early 
on and were often serving in regiments alongside their family members, friends and 
colleagues. 
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When the government asked for 100,000 volunteer soldiers, the response was far better 
than anyone expected.  750,000 men joined the army in one month.  The public were 
quickly deluged with propaganda, including posters and newspaper reports.  These showed 
that the war was justified; that Britain would beat Germany and that soldiers would feel 
proud to have been a part of it.  The propaganda deliberately avoided what was actually 
happening on the Western Front. 

The Derbyshire Courier of 22nd August 1914, reported that the Midland Railway 
transported 18,000 men and 6,000 horses that had been billeted at Derby to Luton, before 
then going off to Harpenden. 

In the Derbyshire Advertiser and Journal of 11th September 1914 there was a report about 
a ‘crowded meeting’ held at a schoolroom in Middleton.  It described how the Vice 
Lieutenant of Derbyshire, Mr. F. C. Arkwright (of Willersley Castle) explained the need of 
men for the war.  He called upon the young men of the village to come forward and sign 
their names; ‘about a dozen responded, amid the cheers of those present.’   

The Rev.J.Gleeson, in attendance along with the Rev.J.Smaridge, gave a ‘vivid description’ 
of his experiences in France and the meeting was closed by the singing of the National 
Anthem. 

From January 1916 the Military Service Bill specified that men from the ages of 18 to 41 
were liable to be called up for service unless they were married (or widowed with children), 
or else served in one of a number of reserved professions. 

As the years went on and casualties mounted, it was increasingly important that 
government propaganda continued and that people had a positive view of what the soldiers 
were doing in France. More soldiers were required, so men had to be persuaded to join up 
and parents, wives and girlfriends had to be convinced that the war was worthwhile and a 
great adventure, rather than a dreadful reality. 

Letters from soldiers in France were strictly censored and newspapers themselves were 
censored from 1915 onwards.  Soldiers would have had to have been careful in what they 
said in their letters, which were just to contain information relating to family matters only.   

As illustrated by the surviving postcards and letters sent to and from Middleton Rifleman 
Jack Brailsford by his father and ‘Cissy’, the forces were able to send mail home for free.  
This would, no doubt, have helped to maintain morale.  Post arrived quickly and certainly 
helped to maintain long-distance relationships. 

As shown by the case of George Leonard Petts and the Midland Railway, the employers of 
some men discouraged them from joining up; probably because their occupation was 
considered to be too important or because the impact of losing so many of the workforce 
was too great.  In George’s case, the employer’s request was ignored because of George’s 
personal desire to join up. 
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F i r s t  W o r l d  W a r  m e d a l s  

Medals were awarded for bravery and service to the country.  Campaign medals noted in 
relation to many of the Middleton soldiers are: 

The 1914-15 Star 

This medal was awarded to officers and men who served in any theatre of the war between 
5th August 1914 and 31st December 1914 (other than those who had already qualified for 
the 1914 Star, which was issued to officers and men of the British forces who served in 
France or Belgium between 5th August and midnight of 22/23rd November 1914). 

This medal was never awarded singly, so all recipients would have also received the British 
War Medal and Victory Medal. 

British War Medal 

Any member of the fighting forces who left the UK whilst on service received this medal.   

Victory Medal 

Every recipient of the Victory Medal also qualified for the British War Medal, but not the 
other way round.  This medal was awarded to all those who entered a theatre of war, 
whereas with the British War Medal, it did not matter whether they had entered a theatre of 
war or not. 

Silver War Badge 

This was awarded to those who had been honourably discharged due to wounds or 
sickness during the war.  The recipient need not have served abroad.  It was first issued in 
September 1916. 

Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM) 

The Distinguished Conduct Medal is a high level award for bravery.  It is a second-level 
military decoration awarded to other ranks of the British Army. 

Middleton soldier, John Spencer, was awarded the DCM in February 1917, when he was 
just 19 years old.  He died six months later. 
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C e m e t e r i e s  a n d  g r a v e s t o n e s  

It is estimated that around ten percent of the population of the United Kingdom was directly 
bereaved as a result of the war. 

Those who served in the First World War, and whose bodies were recovered, were buried 
near to where they died.  Graves were usually marked with wooden crosses, with the 
Fallen’s particulars and date of death.  However, around one third of all British forces killed 
were neither found nor identified: the latter were buried in unmarked graves. 

Following the end of the war, the many small cemeteries were joined to form a few large 
ones.   

If a body was never found or never identified, the names of those ‘missing’ were engraved 
on huge memorial arches and walls in the areas of warfare.   

There were three in Belgium: Menin Gate, Ypres (commemorates 54,406 fallen - 1 
Middleton soldier); Tyne Cot (34,947 - 3 Middleton soldiers); and Ploegsteert (11,384 - 1 
Middleton soldier).  The Menin Gate was the first memorial in Europe to be completed. 

France holds seven: Thiepval (72,192 - 2 Middleton soldiers); Arras (34,744 - 2 Middleton 
soldiers); Loos (20,620 - 1 Middleton soldier); Pozieres (14,656); Vis-en-Artois (9,834 - 1 
Middleton soldier); Cambrai (7,059 - 2 Middleton soldiers); and Soissons (3,877).   

There are one each in Greece, Mikra (477 - 2 Middleton Soldiers); Turkey, Helles (20,886 - 
1 Middleton soldier) and England, the Plymouth Naval Memorial (23,210 - 1 Middleton 
soldier). 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission was founded by Sir Fabian Ware.  Ware had 
arrived in France in September 1914 to take command of a mobile unit of the British Red 
Cross. In March 1915 his unit was given War Office recognition with the title of ‘Graves 
Registration Commission’.   

Following proposals for the formation of a permanent organisation, the Imperial War Graves 
Commission was established by Royal Charter in May 1917.  From 1918-1920 there was a 
lot of debate about the Commission, with the main grievances about it being:  
- the ban on repatriation of remains 
- the principle of uniformity 
- the use of headstones instead of crosses. 

In May 1920 the debate was finally resolved in the Commission’s favour and work 
proceeded, with the Forceville Communal Cemetery Extension becoming the template for 
all future work.  Eighteen years later, the work was completed, and the last memorial, at 
Villers Bretonneux, was unveiled in 1938.  Today, the Commission cares for the graves and 
memorials to 1.7 million Commonwealth servicemen and women. 
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There are many thousands of memorials to the Great War across the country; each the 
product of choices, and often debates, within local communities.  Beginning during the war 
years and gaining in pace following the armistice, the process of local memorialisation 
reveals much about the continuing remembrance.  Memorial choices often reflect the 
circumstances, attitudes, funds, tastes and sometimes disagreements of local communities. 

As demonstrated through this local research, families also often placed death notices in 
local newspapers. 

Minutes from the Parish Council meeting of 20th January 1919 described how it had been 
resolved that a parish meeting was to be called on the 3rd February for the purpose of 
discussing the prospects of a memorial to the soldiers of Middleton who had fallen in the 
war.  The discussions about the war memorial in the village were documented in the 
Derbyshire Courier of February 1919.   

The School Headmaster, Mr A. Barnes, appeared to be in favour of a memorial that would 
introduce a scheme of public lighting to the village.  He suggested that a commemorative 
aspect could be the installation of an ornamental lamp on the green, with a recess in the 
stone base to contain the Roll of Honour.  Mr Hallows, however, stressed the need for a 
public hall in Middleton, and it was this that was eventually voted as being the most popular 
idea, despite concerns over a lack of funds prohibiting works. 

In the meantime, in May 1920, a memorial tablet was unveiled in the Parish Church.  The 
tablet had been designed by Mr George Sheldon, the vicar’s warden and an under-
manager at the Hopton Wood Stone Firm Ltd.  It cost a total of £60 to produce.  Designs 
had been submitted by both George Sheldon and Mr Salmon, the Managing Director at the 
Hopton Wood Stone Company Firm Ltd., with the Working Committee selecting Sheldon’s 
offering.  Unusually, the names were listed in date order rather than alphabetical order.  

Arthur Killer, representing the local branch of the Discharged Soldiers Federation and 
Samuel Pearson, Scoutmaster, marched to the church headed by the Middleton Victoria 
Band and the memorial, draped with a Union Jack flag, was unveiled.  Wreaths of palms 
and purple ribbons were placed in front of it.  

During his address, the Rev. J.Smaridge referred to the ‘great gap’ that the demise of the 
men had caused in the life of the village and the following hymns were sung - ‘Fight the 
Good Fight’, ‘Let Saints on Earth’ and ‘How bright those glorious spirits shine’.  At the end 
of the service, the organist, Harold Killer, played ‘O Rest in the Lord’. 

Later on in August 1920, another tablet was erected at the Middleton Congregational 
Church to honour the memory of the sixteen men from the Church and Sunday school who 
had fallen.  It was unveiled by Mr C. F. White, M.P., and consisted of white Sicilian marble 
on a background of dark St. Anne’s marble with supporting alabaster pillars at the side.  It 
had been produced by Messrs. J. R. Birely and Son, of Middleton.   
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At the ceremony, Mr White had spoken about knowing most of the men and how, even now, 
‘there was a danger of war with Russia within 36 hours and there was no need for it.  If a 
war with Russia happened, he would denounce it from every platform he could reach.’ 

The ‘Derbyshire Advertiser and Journal’ of 5th November 1920, reported on how there was 
great momentum within Middleton at this time to also provide a Parish war memorial on the 
village green.  The creation of the memorial was a very local affair.  It was stated that Mr 
Salmon, the manager of the Hopton Wood Stone Firms, had offered to give the necessary 
stone and that local masons were prepared to work it ‘gratis’.  Mr. J. R. Birely offered the 
use of his shed for the memorial to be made in. 

Two years later, an article in the Daily Derbyshire Telegraph of 6th November, described 
how a ‘recreation hut’ had been voluntarily erected in the village by local ex-servicemen.  
The materials cost £200 and it was the largest public place in the village.   

Opened by Mr F. C. Arkwright, it was intended to be a centre for both entertainment and 
education.  At the end of his speech, Arkwright proposed to form a village choral society 
and said that a concert party, ambulance and dress making classes would be held there 
during the winter months. 
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H o p t o n  W o o d  s t o n e  

Hopton Wood stone was first discovered nearly 200 years ago; quarried in a wood on the 
Hopton Estate, Via Gellia.  This fine-grained limestone was created by pressure over 
millions of years on the skeletons of certain marine organisms that had parts comprised of 
calcium carbonate.  These were compacted during the Carboniferous period, making layer 
upon layer of limestone.  

The original quarry at the Via Gellia only remained active until around 1790, with most 
material coming from Middleton Wood and Middleton Quarry in the village.  In 1846, William 
Killer, a carpenter, had been digging footings for his workshop in Middleton when he noticed 
an outcrop of the material.  During the proceeding years, the Killer family (particularly 
brothers Joseph, John and Adam) developed their own successful saw and finishing plant 
business.  In 1905 the Hopton Wood Stone Company and the Killers merged to form the 
Hopton Wood Stone Firms Ltd.  New works were constructed and the most up-to-date 
machinery was installed. 

Hopton Wood stone can be light or dark and has a fine and compact texture, despite being 
extremely hard.  It polishes well and also weathers in a pleasing way.  After the war, the 
Company expanded rapidly following an order from the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission to supply headstones to commemorate those who had died during the First 
World War.  

Documents held at the Commonwealth War Graves Commission provide an insight into the 
details that had to be considered for the contract to supply headstones. 

In January 1916 a National Committee for the Care of Soldiers’ Graves was formed.  This 
was followed in May 1917 by the establishment by Royal Charter of the Imperial War 
Graves Commission.   

In a letter dated 4th April 1918, Sir Frederic Kenyon, Director of the British Museum, (who 
had been appointed as the Advisor to the Commission in November 1917) described the 
architect’s requirements in terms of the type of stone to be used for the headstones and the 
features to be included.  It was Kenyon’s recommendation that the, ‘principle of equality of 
treatment should be carried into effect by the erection over each grave, whether officer or 
man, in the War Cemeteries abroad, of a headstone distinctive of the regiment to which he 
belonged’.   

The architects were three of the most eminent of their day; Sir Herbert Baker, Sir Reginald 
Bloomfield and Sir Edwin Lutyens.  Rudyard Kipling was appointed literary advisor for the 
language used for memorial descriptions. 

Correspondence in the archive illustrates the fact that there had been conversations with 
the sculptor Eric Gill about supervising the lettering of the grave stones.  In the end it was 
Eric’s younger brother, decorative cartographer, Leslie MacDonald (‘Max’), who became 
part of the committee formed to consider the suggestions of headstone design and the 
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lettering to be used. MacDonald Gill designed the Commission’s Romanesque lettering and 
the regimental badges inscribed on the Commission’s headstones.  Apparently, Eric Gill 
was not in favour of the standardised headstone approach. 

The potential use of Hopton Wood stone is first mentioned in a note from August 1918, 
when it is agreed that some small slabs of the material would be obtained for trial with the 
acid process.   

Their first involvement came in the summer of 1921 when the firm were working overtime to 
keep up with demand; cutting blocks into rough slabs for the headstones in France and 
Belgium.  In January 1922, the first order was received for worked headstones for 
Australian soldiers.  In many reports the ‘energy’ of the newly appointed manager, Mr 
Salmon, was cited as being the reason, along with the quality of the stone, for the contract 
being awarded.  

Salmon noted that, ‘Though there was necessarily a feeling of sadness in connection with 
such a contract, there might be some little satisfaction in the knowledge that these stones 
would cover the graves of many a Derbyshire hero.’  In 1919 the quarry was outputting 
around 8,000 cubic feet of Hopton Wood stone per annum.  This rose to around 25,000 
cubic feet in 1926 and it is estimated that during this time 120,000 cubic feet had been used 
solely for the production of War Graves headstones. 

Three experimental cemeteries were built at Le Treport, Forceville and Louvencourt, with 
Forceville becoming the template for the Commission’s building programme.  By 1921 over 
1000 cemeteries had been established and 4000 headstones supplied to France each 
week from various sources.  In total, the Hopton Wood Stone Firms supplied nearly 25% of 
the 500,000 headstones, with the creamy-white version of the stone being selected. 

Correspondence reveals the fact that the Commission were originally having difficulty in 
obtaining adequate supplies of Portland stone and consequently advocated the use of 
Hopton Wood stone instead.  Despite it being more expensive, it was felt that it was more 
durable and harder than Portland stone.  The Commission also commended the high 
workmanship of the Hopton Wood Firms, who were exceeding their delivery rate by about 
30 stones per week. 

Every grave is marked with a headstone which contains the national emblem or regimental 
badge, rank, name, unit, date of death and age of each casualty inscribed above an 
appropriate religious symbol and a more personal dedication chosen by relatives.  The 
original headstone dimensions were 30 inches tall, 15 inches wide and 3 inches thick. 

Some of the archive documentation indicates the kind of amounts required and the cost of 
producing and shipping the headstones. For example, in August 1925 The Hopton Wood 
Stone Firms Ltd. successfully tendered for the contract to supply 22,000 headstones.  Their 
tender amounted to £49,409 with £5,000 as a contingency budget and an additional £5,000 
to defray the cost of engraving personal inscriptions pending receipt of money from next of 
kin concerned. The price per headstone (engraved with badge design and including an 
average of 60 letters or figures of military inscription) was £1 18s 11d. 
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The contract included the delivery of the stones to Dover Harbour, which was the port used 
for the shipment of headstones from France to Belgium.  The Hopton Wood Stone Firms 
Ltd. was also asked to quote for delivery to other ports (London, Manchester, Birkenhead 
and Liverpool) to ensure the 2,700 headstones required for cemeteries in Iraq, Egypt, 
Palestine, Turkey and the coast of East Africa could also be shipped out.  An additional sum 
of £700 was approved for this purpose. 

The headstones were transported in crates along what is now the Steeple Grange Light 
Railway (at a minimum consignment of 20 tons) to reach the docks.  The price for this 
transportation service was increased by the Railway Company, who wanted the costs of 
unpacking the stones to be accounted for too.  Prices were then supplied for packing two 
stones to a crate.  It was also noted that the Firm could not hold more than 300 stones at 
any one time before receiving forwarding instructions, due to the limited stacking space 
available. 

The Hopton Wood Stone Firms Ltd. requested 100 weeks for the completion of 22,000 
stones, to commence 12 weeks after the acceptance of their tender.  This time was to allow 
for the transport of the necessary plant from Preston to guarantee demand was being met.   

As recalled by Barbara Haywood in, ‘A Rake Through the Past’, a gang of stone carvers 
from Preston were also brought over to augment the local men.  Many of these men lodged 
with local families and new friendships were formed.   

In 1927 the firm were asked to tender for a further 10,000 headstones and their price of 
£21,583 was accepted.  The firm delivered an average of 234 stones per week.  In an 
account from August 1927 by Walter Baldwin (‘The Contractors and Municipal Engineering - 
Quarrying Activities in Derbyshire’), he describes the processes that the stone went through 
to create the headstones, 

‘The machinery is so arranged that the slabs pass in a continuous flow right through the 
shed, and are then passed on to the engravers, from whose hands they emerge on the 
platform ready for loading up for transport.’ 

He went on to describe each stage of production from sawing the stone into slabs from the 
block and then ‘rubbing the face’.  This was essentially a task performed by a machine 
called a ‘Jenny Lind’, which firstly roughens the face and then finishes it.  Slabs are then 
placed on a ‘rubbing table’ to smooth off.  The slabs were lifted by means of tiny cranes 
before being passed to a ‘topping machine’, which was used to shape and finish off the top 
of the headstone. 

For the engraving shed, Baldwin described a light and airy space,  

‘…equipped with various machines on either side of the central aisle…Machinery is 
electrically driven and runs with a smoothness almost devoid of noise.  We could almost 
believe we had entered the compositor’s sanctum of some large printing works.’ 
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The engraving machines effectively enabled an unskilled man to carve badges and cut 
inscriptions on the stones.  The machines worked on the pantograph principle.  Dies of the 
regimental badges were clamped to the stone and the operator followed the design with a 
pointer whilst a revolving tool reproduced his every movement on the stone.  

The contract with the imperial War Graves Commission terminated in 1929, by which time 
over 100,000 memorial headstones had been supplied.  

The Prince of Wales (along with the Duke and Duchess of Devonshire, the Duke and 
Duchess of Rutland, the Marquis and Marchioness of Harrington and others of the 
Chatsworth House party) visited the Hopton Wood Stone Firms in February 1928 to see the 
new mechanical methods that were being employed for producing headstones.   

Reports suggest that he was particularly interested in the headstones that were for the 
Welsh Guards, his own regiment.  The Prince was shown the various types of finished 
headstones, one for a Victoria Cross, another for a native Indian soldier, within inscription in 
Hindu characters; others with two badges for dual grave spaces and many for the ‘unknown 
dead’. 

He was also shown the new road signs that were being produced.  Apparently, he 
commented that he felt the lettering needed to be larger because Derbyshire signs were 
‘indistinct’ and difficult for him to see on his way to Chatsworth!   

To mark his visit to the quarry, he was presented with a paperweight of a Derbyshire Black 
Bird’s Eye Marble, with a medallion of Hopton Wood stone inset, with his crest carved upon 
it.  According to an extract from the Quarry Manager’s Journal of March 5th 1928, on 
coming out of the works, the Prince noticed a man in a wheel chair, Mr J. McIntyre, 
amongst the firm’s employees, 

‘He was informed that he was an ex-soldier who had served right through the war without a 
scratch and then had the misfortune to injure his spine by a fall in the quarry.' 

Hopton Wood stone has been used on a number of notable buildings including the Houses 
of Parliament, Southwell Minster and the Tower of London. 

Many of the soldiers were working at the quarry before enlisting.  Barbara Haywood 
describes the skill of the men working there; many of whom were decedents of lead miners,  

‘These men who have passed their  lives within a few yards of the Quarry know the virtue 
and foibles of the Hopton Wood better, perhaps, than they understand the chemical 
mysteries of their own bodies.  They can tell at a glance good stone from bad, and from a 
sense attained only by experience, diagnose fault which is invisible to the naked eye.’ 
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T h e  B a t t l e  F i e l d s  

War is dangerous it is a horrible thing 

Critters and rats making no sound 

Dirty little things get them away 

As they carried on fighting till the day is done 

At the end of 1918 

In the Battle fields where most of the soldiers lie 

Poppies grow bright and big and high as the sky 

By Jorja, Falcons Class, Middleton School 
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L i v i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  w a r  

Prior to the war, certain reforms had been introduced to give the poor some protection 
against the worst evils of the Victorian period.  This included the National Insurance Act in 
1911, where workers and employers made weekly contributions which were used to give 
workers sickness benefit and free medical care and Old Age Pensions which were 
introduced in 1908.   

However, even before the war broke out, there were signs that the ‘Golden Age’ was 
coming to an end as more and more people became unemployed and workers joined trade 
unions to get their pay and working conditions improved.  In 1911, one million workers went 
on strike; the leading strikers were the railwaymen, the dockers and the miners. 

In terms of the steps to war, anti-German feeling had been common in Britain for some time 
and the war was seen as an heroic one against the ‘German aggressor’.  Fierce patriotism 
was evident; women cheering as their husbands and sons went off to fight in Northern 
France.  There was dancing in the streets and the queues outside the army recruitment 
offices were enormous.  Propaganda played a large part in this; deliberately not showing 
what was actually happening on the Western Front.  Letters from soldiers in France were 
strictly censored and newspapers themselves were censored from 1915 onwards. 

Between 1914 and 1916 the cost of living rose by nearly fifty percent and there was mass 
unemployment.  Almost all men smoked and almost half of all women did too. 

People’s lives were greatly affected by the passing of the Defence of the Realm Act, or 
DORA.  This listed all the things people were no longer allowed to do now that Britain was 
at war, and also gave the government special powers.  It included things like not being 
allowed to talk about naval or military matters in public places, spread rumours about 
military affairs or buy binoculars.  As the war continued, the government brought in many 
other measures including British Summer Time (so there was more daylight for work in the 
evening), cutting down on pub opening hours and watering down beer. 

One of the aims of DORA was to prevent food shortages.  At first, food shortage problems 
were caused by the British people themselves as they panicked and bought large amounts 
of food.  This gradually calmed down and shortages did not really become serious until the 
end of 1916.  By 1917, the Germans were using submarines to stop supply ships from 
getting through.  Under DORA, the government had powers to take over land for growing 
food and in 1917 it ploughed up an extra 2.5 million acres of land.  The amount of land used 
for farming increased from 11 million acres in 1914 to 14 million in 1918. 

By 1917 food prices were twice what they had been in 1914.  The government then 
introduced compulsory rationing; sugar was rationed from January 1918 and from April, so 
were meat, butter, cheese and margarine.  Everybody was issued with a ration card and 
registered with a local butcher and grocer.  Each person was allowed fifteen ounces of 
meat, five ounces of bacon and four ounces of butter or margarine each week.  There were 
also restrictions on pub opening times. 
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An article in the Belper News of 11th May 1917 described the first prosecution under the 
Bread Order, which had only been introduced that month.  The Bread Order stipulated that 
the sale of newly baked bread should be banned and that bread had to be at least twelve 
hours old when sold.  According to The Times, the government realised that stale bread 
was ‘more nutritious’ and would be consumed five percent less than fresh bread. 

The case involved Alfred Gratton, who was an employee at the Hopton Wood Stone Firms 
Ltd. and also a baker, and Frank Roper of Bolehill.  The report describes how P. C. Parker 
of Middleton, stated that he saw Roper delivering a loaf to Miss Mary Frost that was still 
warm. 

Apparently the loaf was taken to two other bakers to examine it, despite Gratton’s claims 
that it was not a recent bake! The case ended with the magistrate declaring it impossible to 
prove that the loaf was not twelve hours old and that the defendant should be given the 
benefit of the doubt. 

Middleton participated in the ‘National Egg Collection’ that had been launched in November 
1914 with the aim of providing 20,000 newly laid eggs a week for those who were wounded 
in hospitals in Boulogne.  The target quickly rose to 200,000 eggs a week and then one 
million eggs a week!  In September 1915, the Sheffield Daily Telegraph reported that 
Middleton had contributed 576 egg to the million egg week and had collected 3,523 eggs 
over three months.  This had been organised by Miss B. Spencer, who had arranged for 
their dispatch to the National Egg Collecting Depot in London. 

Minutes from the meetings of Middleton Parish Council during the war years rarely mention 
the war.  In 1914, most discussions seem to centre around everyday matters such as fixing 
burst pipes, maintaining the reservoir, highway repairs and who the recipients of the John 
Douglas and John Bagshaw’s Charities should be.  There is reference to the creation of the 
allotments, housing needs, destruction of rats and the condition of the highway, with only 
two references to soldiers.  Firstly, the overseer being called up. 

At a Parish Council meeting in July 1918, a letter was read from the National War 
Committee concerning the celebration of the Fourth Anniversary of the War.  The minutes 
state that,   

‘It was resolved that the clerk approach officials of the several denominations in the parish 
with a view to arranging an open air meeting on the Green. The vicar and laymen from 
other denominations to take the service through in unity, and also the Bandmaster to be 
asked to arrange for a procession headed by the band to start from the Rise End prior to 
the service.’ 

In September 1918, the minutes make mention of the challenges with food rationing.  The 
Council had resolved that the the Executive Office of local Food Control in Ashbourne was 
to be asked if he cannot make it possible for parishioners to get sugar from a dealer in the 
parish (in cases where a permit is granted), instead of having to make a journey to 
Ashbourne.  Also noted was the ‘growing discontentment’ caused by the ‘meagre 
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allowance’ of the staple foodstuffs, particularly cheese.  It was minuted that the Quarrymen 
could not carry on their ‘laborious duties’ on the amount allowed to them presently. 

Hope is evident by the 20th June 1919, when a Council meeting was called for the purpose 
of discussing the foundation of ‘A Peace Celebration Committee’.  It was resolved to leave it 
in the hands of the Clerk to watch events, in case of peace being signed, at which time a 
Parish Council meeting would be called immediately. 

Middleton Community Primary School was established following the sale of land to the 
Parish of Wirksworth for a school in February 1846. An Evening Continuation School was 
opened in October 1893, around the same time as the school was extended. Prior to 
February 1911, children under 5 had been admitted but accommodation pressures led to a 
revised admission policy. An assessment of logs books from Middleton School before, 
during and after the war shows that attendance seems to remain the same throughout with 
no noticeable difference.  The absences of teachers who are visiting wounded relatives or 
going to funerals are noted. 

Women were active in the school as nurses and teachers throughout this period with the 
main teachers being Nellie England (who married Pte. John Walker in 1919); Eliza 
Woodiwiss, who had married Air Mechanic Francis Augustus in 1910 and Anne Spencer 
Buckley, who had been born in the village in 1873 (Anne, who never married, also trained 
many of the morris and maypole dancers from Middleton and surrounding areas, was the 
grand master of the lodges in the district, as well as teaching at Middleton Congregational 
Sunday School).  Nellie England left her teaching job ahead of her marriage to John, 
following four years of teaching. Similarly, Florence Ruth Evans, who was an assistant 
mistress at the school had left her role when she married Laurence Spencer in September 
1914. 
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M i d d l e t o n  a f t e r  t h e                                                       
F i r s t  W o r l d  W a r  

At the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month of 1918 an armistice was 
signed.  The Germans surrendered.  The bloodiest war the world had ever known left 
almost nine million dead, of whom nearly a million were from Britain and its Empire.  A 
further 41,000 died from their wounds following the Armistice. 

The General Election on 14th December 1918 introduced a new coalition government who 
announced that its aims were: 

‘To make Britain a fit country for heroes to live in….and….get back to normal.’ 

But what was life really like for the two million soldiers who returned home from the 
trenches; some healthy, some disabled and wounded?  How did people comprehend the 
meaning of so much devastation?  Just because many soldiers came back alive, didn’t 
mean that they were unaffected by what they had been through.   

In a small village such as Middleton, it is evident that the men described in this publication 
would have known each other well.  They would have grown up together, worked and 
played together, drank together in the local pubs and many were related either directly or 
through marriage. 

We know that at least one soldier from Middleton died as a result of ‘the after effects of 
active service’.  Francis William Gratton’s funeral in July 1920 was documented in the 
Derbyshire Courier, which stated that nearly the whole village turned out to show their 
respects.  Francis, who served in the Irish Rebellion (Easter Rising) and was wounded in 
the Somme, had been a patient at a military hospital since an injury sustained in 1919.  In 
May 1920, his parents decided to bring him home to Middleton to spend his last weeks in 
his home village. 

The hymns ‘Peace, Perfect Peace’ and ‘Abide with me’ were sung at his funeral and J. S. 
Spencer sounded the ‘Last Post’.  From those listed in attendance at the funeral, it is clear 
that many of Middleton’s ex-servicemen had joined the Midland Branch of the N.F.D.D.S & 
S (National Federation of Discharged and Demobilised Sailors and Soldiers) including 
Leslie Doxey, John Doxey, Samuel Jepson and Alec Hallows. 

Similarly, Daniel Kilkenny Doxey was reported to be seriously ill with gas poisoning 
following the war.  With his claim for a pension being repudiated by the Ministry of 
Pensions, the local charity organisation in the village raised £42 for Daniel with a whist drive 
and dance. 

In terms of the national picture, there was only limited employment benefit and there was no 
National Health Service so many of the unemployed or wounded soldiers relied on their 
families or on charity to look after them.  Many of the men who were disabled did not qualify 
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for an army pension and, to make matters worse, between 1918 and 1920 a flu epidemic hit 
Britain, which killed twenty million people around the world. 

Between 1918 and 1920, various reforms were passed including The Education Act of 
1918, which raised the school leaving age to fourteen; the Ministry of Health Act of 1919, 
which set up a government department to check living conditions and to introduce 
measures to fight illness; the Housing Act of the same year, which ordered local authorities 
to provide houses for ‘the heroes’ and the 1920 Unemployment Insurance Act, which 
extended the 1911 Act to anyone earning less than £250 per year. 

Most restrictions imposed under DORA were ended; food rationing was gradually phased 
out with meat rationing ending in November 1919, butter rationing in early 1920 and sugar 
rationing in November 1920. 

In terms of working lives, employers no longer kept to some of the existing laws that had 
previously protected workers against long hours and poor conditions.  After conscription 
had been introduced in 1916, employers were able to influence whether or not a worker 
was conscripted and some workers had been afraid of asking for pay rises in case they 
would be sent to the trenches.   

The war was followed by a trade slump around the world and, by 1921, two million people 
were unemployed in Britain and wages began to be reduced.   There was a new wave of 
voluntary activity and many charities were formed to help ex-servicemen.  In some of the 
accounts of Middleton post war, there is mention of the support of the National Federation 
of  Discharged and Demobilised Sailors and Soldiers and in many of the newspaper reports 
there were mentions of the various groups many of the soldiers were involved with relating 
to school, work, church, sport, music and other voluntary organisations.   

According to research undertaken by ‘Ancestry’, Derby was the UK town that lost the 
second highest percentage of their population in the First World War (5.63%).  Durham lost 
the highest, with 7.69% of their population.  As a comparison, Middleton had a population of 
980 in 1911, equating to a loss of 4.08% of the population.  Looking at the wider Parish 
population figure of 1176, this equates to 3.4%, both of which are comparatively high 
statistics.  According to the figures from the ‘Casualties and Medical Statistics of 1931’, 
2.19% of the British population in 1914 died at war.   

At a service of thanksgiving for the coming of peace in November 1918, as documented in 
the Derbyshire Courier, the Vicar commented that,  

‘When the glad tidings came on Monday, flags were quickly put out, but owing to the 
exceptionally heavy casualties suffered by soldiers from the village, the rejoicings were 
tempered with sorrow and were of an unostentatious character.' 

In November 1919, the village gave an official welcome to the men of the village who 
returned from the war.  The ex-servicemen paraded through the village headed by the 
Middleton Victoria Band, under Bandmaster, Samuel Spencer.  Afternoon tea was provided 
for the men with their wives, sweethearts and parents and the parents of men who lost their 
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lives were also present.  According to a Derbyshire Courier report, 250 guests came along 
to this. 

Afterwards, the school was crowded for the presentation of silver cups to the survivors and 
to the parents or relatives of those who had lost their lives.  Mr Alfred Barnes, the village 
schoolmaster, presented these.  Described as being a friend of almost everyone present, 
Barnes said there were two reasons why he had been asked to perform the duty, 

‘The first was because he had so much to do with the soldiers and the their families.  With 
the assistance of a committee, he had done something to help the wives and mothers keep 
the home fires burning.  The second reason was because nearly all the splendid soldiers 
from the village were his own old boys.  At one meeting he once said that he had the largest 
family in Middleton.  He looked upon the presentation as a father welcoming his sons back 
from the war.’ 

Albert Barnes also commented that he was particularly proud of the attitude the men had 
shown throughout.  He said that he had been informed that in some villages, ‘there were 
returned soldiers whose chief aim in life seemed to be beer and billiards,’ but that he was 
thankful that there was not, ‘a single loafer in Middleton.’ 

Speaking to the researchers of this publication in 2019, Middleton resident, Lou Spencer, 
recalled the significance of the village band to many who lived in the parish - both before 
and after the war.   

The Middleton Silver Band had been formed in 1896, with Samuel Spencer acting as the 
bandmaster for most of the years leading up to his death in 1940.  For a period of time, his 
son, Joseph Samuel Spencer, was the conductor and Arthur Cordin the secretary.  Lou 
explained that of the four Middleton men killed in World War 2, three were in the band.  His 
recollections were that men were either involved with cricket, football or the band - or all 
three activities! 

In June 1915 the Middleton Victoria Band had headed up a recruiting parade following a 
recruitment meeting in the village, where the Home Guards from Wirksworth and Cromford 
marched from Middleton to Wirksworth. 

In May 1923 the village ran a ‘Band Sunday’, which included a procession of many of the 
local friendly societies, the General Workers’ Union, Derby Midland Oddfellows from Bolehill 
and Oddfellows from Wirksworth and Bonsall as well as the Boy Scouts. 

The band had an important role to play during the annual Middleton Carnival too.  The first 
carnival and sports event to be held since the outbreak of war took place in 1936.  Leslie 
Arthur Doxey was the honourable secretary and the event included a procession through 
the village and a carnival dance in the church hall.  Throughout the second half of the 
1930s, carnival day continued to be a major event in the village with athletic sports 
competitions on the recreation ground and the crowning of the Limestone Queen of 
Middleton being some of the events that the Middleton Sports and Welfare Association 
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organised.  In 1939, newspapers document a 100 yards race between the seven son-in-
laws of Mr H. Hallows! 

In November 1919 a Boy Scouts troop was formed lead by Samuel Pearson as the scout 
master and Ernest Wheeldon as his assistant. 

Buses ran day and night to Masson Mill and Lea Mill.  Many people in Middleton worked 
here, including girls leaving school at 14.  People looked down on the girls who worked 
there as ‘mill girls’.  They wore clogs at work. 

The local doctor was Doctor Harvey and when he first came into the house, he would ask 
who would be paying for his services.  One time, Lou’s mum paid the doctor with eggs and 
butter to look at Lou’s brother, as he had tonsillitis! 

The Women’s Institute met when the church hall was erected. 

According to the Derbyshire Courier of January 1920, the Wirksworth District of the 
Manchester Unity of Oddfellows were reporting in January 1920 that claims for death 
benefits of service members were still slowly coming in; these were members that were 
previously reported missing, but now presumed dead.  Seventeen lodges made up the 
Wirksworth district and A.S.Buckley from the Primrose Lodge, Middleton, was appointed 
Grand Master of the District.  This was the first time a woman had been selected.  Another 
Middleton Lodge was the ‘Star of Hope’ (Charles Birley) and ‘Good Samaritan,’ Charles 
Doxey. 

Friendly societies were effectively voluntarily run insurance schemes.  To be a member of a 
society was an indication of a person’s commitment to provide for him or herself in times of 
need and not become a burden on the parish.  Early in the nineteenth century new types of 
organisations had begun to be established throughout the country.  These were central 
organisations with locally based affiliated branches.  These Orders, such as the Oddfellows, 
dominated the friendly society movement for most of the 1800s and continued to operate 
well into the 1900s too.  The situation had changed somewhat after the implementation of 
the National Insurance Act of 1911, which heralded a new role for friendly societies 
approved societies in the new State insurance system. 

Undoubtedly, many of the men who served in the war benefitted from the increase of work 
at the Hopton Wood Stone Firms Ltd. and found work there for a period of time cutting, 
dressing, polishing and engraving headstones.  Indeed, during the visit from the Prince in 
1928, a guard of honour was formed entirely of ex-servicemen employed by the company.  
It is also notable that many of the special constables who were also mentioned in relation to 
this visit, were former Middleton soldiers (Arthur Cordin, George Henry Goodall, Harold 
Killer and Herbert Brailsford). 

Minutes from meetings of Middleton Parish Council during the period, which have been 
typed up separately and placed on the Parish Council website, give more insight into what 
life was like and the preoccupations of residents post war. 
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M i d d l e t o n  ' M e m o r y  w a l k ’  

One of the volunteers involved with compiling the information for this publication, Judi 
McMahon, had recently moved to Middleton, following a short period in Wirksworth; coming 
home to Derbyshire after thirty years in various parts of the country. 

Judi’s ancestors lived in Middleton and worked mainly in the lead mines; the family name 
being Doxey.  Judi’s Grandmother, Florence Elizabeth Doxey,  was born in Derby after 
many of the Middleton Doxeys went to find work in the ‘big city of Derby’, when work in the 
mines became harder to find. 

Judi has been able to trace her family ancestry to Middleton and Wirksworth as far back as 
1643 and her own line of the Doxey's right up until the time of Florence Elizabeth. 

Sparked by her own family links, Judi undertook a ‘memory walk’ of the shops and 
businesses in the village with Graham Millward, a long-time Middleton resident, who 
narrated the following recollections to Judi. 

“We are starting our walk at Rise End, where there was a one-hut wooden shed.  It was 
always known as ‘Jonty’s', it may have been named after the people who were there before 
Mr and Mrs Sheldon. 

It was a busy little shop which sold sweets and tobacco and I would imagine they did a very 
good trade in those days as they were pretty close to the quarry; they sold cigarettes too 
and pipe tobacco. 

Further up the road, opposite what we used to call the church hall, now the village hall, was 
Mrs Brooks.  She sold sweets and chocolate and lots of other “stuff”, and I would imagine it 
did a very good trade with the schoolchildren. 

A little bit higher up we had the Co-op.  This was managed by a gentleman named Fred 
Spencer and then later by a man named Dennis Kneebone, who was a local councillor for 
Middleton and represented Middleton on Wirksworth Urban District Council. 

Then, as we walk up the Main Street and almost opposite the old Main Street Methodist 
Church were a couple more shops.  One was Mrs Goodwin who sold newspapers, and 
delivered them too, and the other one was known locally as Beeches.  It is unknown to me 
why it was called Beeches.  It sold sweets and chocolates and fancy goods. 

A little bit higher up on the other side, opposite Chapel Lane junction, was H. S. Flint 
groceries and provisions.  His little warehouse, which was next to Sandy Hill, was once, I'm 
told, the village Post Office. 

Then, a little bit further along on the opposite side we had the village Post Office, which was 
run by Mr and Mrs Cord.  A little bit further along, on the left hand side, there was a fish and 
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chip shop.  It was a little bit before my time and I believe it was run by Mr Lesley Spencer, 
who was the last person to have that shop. 

Then on the opposite side of the road there was a butchers shop run by Mrs Jones and 
Agnes Killer. 

As we walk up a bit higher there was Wigley's bakehouse and shop.  They had a delivery 
service and, apart from going around the village, they would deliver further afield as well.   
Just above the bakehouse we had Hubert Doxey's shop.  He sold cottons and things 
connected with cottons, along with Eliza, who may have been his sister as the Hubert that 
we knew wasn't married. 

Then we carry on further to where Tony Jackson last had his paper shop in Middleton.  
There was a also a milliners shop, which was run by the Claytons where the last Post Office 
was. 

Where Tony Jackson sold his newspapers, a lady by the name of Mrs Staham used to sell 
sweets from her house.  Then we come up to the village green and at the green was a shop 
known as Slack’s grocery shop.  During this time it was Southam's and Bob and Iris Wood 
were the last people to have that shop. 

As we turn along Duke Street there used to be an old chapel - an old Primitive Chapel - 
built by William Buxton, who were also the funeral directors.  At the bottom of the chapel he 
used to garage the hearse and a funeral car (a limousine) and upstairs was the chapel 
itself.  In later days it was turned into a billiard hall!  Even later still it became an army and 
navy stores, which was particularly busy after the war.  When this was demolished it was 
replaced by many houses now known as Chapel Croft. 

So, we now are travelling further on in Duke street where Mrs Emms used to sell sweets 
and chocolates from her house.  Turning around and heading back towards The Green 
there was a chip shop run by Ben Gren Junior.” 

A list of businesses trading in Middleton during the period is on the Parish Council website. 
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